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maods a ^07 pleasant view of the new grounds o 
Collect, together with the rear of the Poor-Hous 
Bridewell, and the full front of the Hospital ; sq^ the 
the cheerfullest room in the whole house. 

During the wh<^e time that be staid with us, we 
him a very worthy good sort of an old gentleman, t 
a little queer in his ways. He would keep in bis roc 
days together, and if any of the children cried or 
a noise about bis door, be would bounce out in a 
passion, with his hands full of papers, and say som 
about <^ deranging his ideas f ^ which made my wife \ 
■ometimes that he was not allogether compos. ] 
there was more than one reason to make her think 1 
his room was always covered with scraps of paper a 
mouldy books, lying about at sixes and sevens, wl 
never would let any body touch -, for he said he ha 
them all away in their proper places, so that be 
know whef% to find them ; though, for that malt 
was half his time worrying about tlie house in ses 
some book or writing which he had carefully put out 
way. I shall never forget what a pother he once 
because my wife cleaned out his room when his ba 
taraed, and put ev^ thing to rights ; for be 8>» 
wovM never be able to get his papers in order aga 
^welvemonth. Upon this my wife veutured to as! 
what he did with so many books and papers ? and I 
her, that he was ^ seeking for immortality ^** which 
her think more than ever, that the poor old genth 
head was a tittle cracked. 

» He was a very inquisitive body, aad when not 
Fo&m was eontinoally poking about town, hearing t 
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Bfirs, aod prying^ into eveiy thiog that vras f^ing oa :' thii 

was particalarly the case about election time, vhen he did 

oothiog but bustle about from poll to poll, attendinf all 

ward meetinji^ and committee rooms j though 1 ooald 

never find that he took part with either side of the queiliim. 

On the contrary, he would come home and rail at both 

parties with great wrath ; and plainly proved one day ta 

the satbfaction of my wife and three old ladies who were 

drinking tea with her, that the two parties were like two 

rogues, each tugging at a 8ku*t of the nation ; and that 

in the end they would tear the very coat off its back, 'and 

expose its nakedness. Indeed he was an oracle among 

.the jieighbours, who would collect around him to hear 

.him talk of an afternoon, as he smoked his pipe on the 

• 

bench before the door ^ and I really believe he would hsive 
brought over the whole neighbourhood to his own side 
of the question, if they could ever have found out what 
it waiB. 1 

He was very much given to argne, or, as ha called it 
pKUatophizei about the most trifliug matter, aod to do 
him justice, 1 never knew any body that was a match for 
him, except it was a grave looking gentleman who called 
now aod then to see him, and often posed him in an 
argument. But this is nothing surprbing, as I have snice 
fuand out this stranger is the city librarian, and,, of course, 
most be a man wf gpreat learning : and I have my doubts, 
if he had not some baud in the following history. 

As our lodger had been a long time with us, and we had 
never received any pay, my wife began to be somewhat 
Qoeasy, and curious to find out who and what he was. She 
acconlingly made bold to put the question to his friend. 
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4m tibrariftii} who replied, io bis dry way, that he «r»8 otts 
of the LUmraH; which she supposed to mean some new 
.jjparty in politics. I scorn to push a lodger for his pay, so 
1 Jet day ftfter day pass on without dunakig the old gentle- 
■nn Ibr a ihrthhig r but my wifip, who always takas thetb 
«BBttcn <m herself, and is, as I said, a shrewd kM of a 
(WoniaB, at last got out of pMience^ and hinted, that she 
tlMNigkt it bightdne ^some people should have a sight 
of some people's money.** To which the old gentleman 
veplied in a mighty touchy manta^r^ that she need not 
make herself uneasy, Ibr that he had a treasure there 
{ponting to hit saddfeJiags) worth her whole bouse put 
tagietber* This was the only answer we could ever get 
from him ; and as my wife, by some of those odd ways in 
which women find out every thjng, learnt that he was of 
▼cry great connexions, being related to the Kttickerbocktis 
of Scaghtikoke, and oousin-german to the Congress-tnaa 
of that name, she did not like to treat him uncivilly. 
What is OMkre, she even ofiered, naerely 1^ way of making 
fkiogs easy, to let him live scot-fi-ee^ if he would teach 
tbe dnldren their letters ; and to try her best and get the 
BMghbours to send their children also : but the old gentle- 
man, took it in such dudgeon, and seemed so afironted at 
i w fa s g ^taken iiir a schooltnaster, that she never dared speak 
•o tbe.'s«l;ject again. 

Jlkbout two months ago, he weiht out of' a morning, with 
a bundle In his hand— -and has never been heard of since. 
AH kinds of inquiries were made after him, but in vain. 
I wrote to his relations at Scaghtikoke, but tbey sent ibr 
-alttwer, that he had not been there since the year before 
.tost, when be had a|;reat dispute with the CongressHttaa 



•ioit jpttUyciy and kft tlie place in a buff; aad they had 

odttcr beard nor seen any tbing of him from that time to 

lias. I must ovn I felt Tery much worried about the poor 

old {gentleman ; for I tbon|^ht something bad mufit have 

iiappened to him> that he should be missing so long, aod 

oerer return to pay his bill. I therefore adrtrtised him in 

the newspapers, and though my melancholy advertisement 

was published by several humane printers, yet I have 

oerer been able to learn any thing satisfactory about him. 

My wife now said it was high time to take care of our- 
selves, and see if he bad left any thing behind in his room, 
that would pay us for his board and lodging. We found 
nothing, however, but some old books and musty writings, 
and bis pair of saddle-bags j which being opened in pre- 
sence of the libraiian^ contained only a few ai'ticles of 
wom-ottt clothes, and a large buudle of blotted paper. 
On looking over this, the librarian told us, he had ,no 
doubt it was Che treasure which the old gentleman had 
spoke about J as it proved to be a most excellent and 
fiiltfafui IIifTOB,Y OF New York, which he advised us 
by all means to publish : assuring us that it would be so 
eagerly bought up by a discerning public, that he had no 
doubt it would be enough to pay our arrears ten times 
over. Upon this we got a very learned schoolmaster, who 
teaciies our children, to prepare it for the press, which he 
accordingly has done ; and has, moreover, added to it a 
Bamber of notes of his own ; and an engraving of the 
city, as it was at the time Mr. Knickerbocker writes 
about. 

This, therefore, is a true statement of my reasons for 
haviog this work printed, without waiting for the consent 
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of the author : and 1 here declare, that if he ever ret 
(though I much fear some unhappy accident has liefi 
him), I stand ready to account with him like a true 
honest man. Which is all at present — 

From the public^s humble servant, 

Seth Handasid 

Independeiit Columbian Hotel, 
New York. 



The foregoing account of the author was prefixe 
the first edition of this work. Shortly after its pub 
tion, a letter was received from him, by Mr. Handa 
dated at a small Dutch village on the banks of the Hue 
whither he had travelled for the purpose of inspec 
certain ancient records. As this was one of those few 
happy villages, into which newspapers never find I 
way, it is not a matter of surprise, that Mr. Knic 
bockcr should never have seen the numerous adver 
meots that were made concerning him ; and that he sbi 
learn of the publication of his history by mere acciden 

He expressed much concern at its premature app 
ancey as thereby he was prevented from making sev 
i nportant corrections and alterations : as well as f 
profiting by many curious hints which he had colle 
during bis travels along the shores of the Tappan Sea, 
his sojourn at Haverstraw and Esopus. 

Finding that thei'e was no longer any immediate ne 
sity for his return to |^ew York, he extended his joui- 
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up to the residence of his relations at Scaghtikoke. On 
las way thither be stopped for some days at Albany, for 
which city be is known to have entertained a great partia- 
lity. He found it, however, considerably altered, and was 
much concerned at the inroads and improvements which 
the Yankees were making, and the consequent decline of 
the good old Dutch manners. Indeed he was informed 
that these intruders were making sad innovations in all 
parts of the state ; where they had given great trouble and 
vexation to the regular Dutch settlers, by the introduction 
of turnpike g^tes and country school-houses. It is said also, 
that Mr. Knickerbocker shook his bead sorrowfully at 
Dotidug the gradual decay of the great Vander .Heyden 
palace; but was highly indignant at finding that the 
aadent Dutch church, which stood in the middle of the 
street, had been pulled down since his last visit. 

The fame of Mr. Knickerbocker's History having reached 

even to Albany, he received much flattering attention 

from its worthy burghers ; some of whom, however, pointed 

out two or three very great errors he had fallen into, 

particularly' that of suspending a lump of sugar over the 

Albany tea tables, which, they assured him, had been 

.discounteiianced for some years past. Several families, 

moreover, were somewhat piqued that their ancestors had 

not been mentioned in his work, and showed great jealousy 

of their neighbours who had thus been distinguished; 

while the latter, it must be confessed, plumed themselves 

'Vastly thereupon ; considering these recordings in the light 

of letters patent of nobility, establishing their chums to 

aocestry-^whicfa, in this republican country, is a matter of 

00 little solicitude and vain-glory. 
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.f M also said, that he enjoyed high favour and cottn- 
^^enance from the governor, who once asked him to 
.dinner, and was seen two or three times to shake hands 
with him when they met in the street; which certainly 
was going great lengths, considering that they diiFered 
in politics. Indeed, certain of the govei*nor's oonfi- 
d«»itial friends, to whom he coukl venture to speak bis 
mind freely on such matters, have assured us that he 
privately entertained a considerable good will for out 
author — ^Day> he even once went so far aa to declai>6, 
and that openly too, and at his own table, just after 
dinntri tliat << Knickerbocker was a ver^ well meaning 
jsort of an old gentleman^ and no fool/* From all wbkii 
many have been led to suppose that, had our author 
been of different politics, and written for the newspapeiv 
instead of wasting his talents on histories, he might 
have risen to some post of honour and profit : peradven- 
sure to be a notary public, or even a justice in the tea 
pound court. 

Besides the honours and civilities already mentioned^ 
he was much caressed by the literati of Albany \ parti' 
cularly Mr. John Cook, who entertained him vei'y hos- 
pitably at bis ciixulating library and reading room^ 
where they used to drink Spa water, and talk about the 
ancients. He found Mr. Cook a man afler his own hearts-* 
of great literary research, and ft curious collector of books. 
At parting, the latter, in testimony of friendship, made 
binai a pi-^sent of the two oldest works of his collection \ 
which were^ the earliest edition of the Hiedelburgfa Cate- 
chiBm and Adrian Yander Donck*s fiimous account of tbe 
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Mev MctlaerUnas t by the last of wbidi Mr. KaidBMockcr 
profited greatly in this his second edition. 

Haying passed some time very agi'eeably at Albany} our 
aothor pr<>ceeded to Scaghtikoke ; where, it is but jmtic^ 
to say he was received with open arms, and treated with 
wonderful loving kindness. He was much looked up to by 
the .family, being the first historian of the name ; and was 
considered almost as great a man as his cousin the Congress- 
man — with whom by the by, he became perfectly reconciled 
and contracted a strong friendship. 

In spite, however, of the kiudness of his relations, and 
their great attention to his comforts, the old gentleman 
soon became restless and discontented. His history being 
pnbiisbed, he had no longer any business to occupy his 
thoughts, or any scheme to excite bis hopes or anticipations. 
This to a busy miiid like bis was a truly deplorable situa- 
tion ; and, had he not been a man of inflexible morals 
and regular habits, there would have been great danger of 
his taking to politics or drioking — both which pernicious 
vices we daily" see men diiven to by mere spleen and 
idlentiBS. 

It is true, he sometimes employed himself in pre- 
paring a second ^ition of bis history, wherein he endea- 
voured to correct and improve many passages with 'Which 
be was dissatisfied, and to rectify some mistakes that had 
Crept into it ; fi>r he was particularly anxious that his work 
should be noted for its authenticity ; which, indeed, is the 
very life and soul of history; But the glow of composition 
bad departed«>-he had. to leave many places untouched, 
which he would fain have altered 5 and even where he did 
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■lAkeallCrationsy he scrmed alvrays m doubt tdi^tiietr th^ 
were fur the better or the worse. 

After a residence of some time at Scag htikoke, be began 
iQ feel a iirong desire to return to New York, which he 
«Tcr regarded with the warmest affection; not merely 
because it was his native city, but because htf really cor- 
aidered it the very best city in the whole world. On his 
retam he entered into the full eiyoyment of the adrantages 
0f a literary reputation. He was continually importuned 
to write advertisements, petitions, hand billsy and prodn^ 
tioiis of simibr import ; and, although be never meddled 
with the public papers, yet had he the credit of writing 
innuraerable essays, and smart things, that appeared on all 
■ubjects, and all sides of the question ; in all which he was 
clearly detected <* by bis style.** 

He contracted, moreover, a considerable debt at the 
pqpt«ffice, in consequence of the numerous . letters be 
reoeived from authors and printers aoliciting his »ab- 
•eriptioii—he was applied to by every charitable so- 
ciety for yearly donations, which he gave very cheerfully, 
considering these applications as so many compliments. 
He wif once invited to a great corporation dinner; and 
waa «ven twice summoned to attend as a juryman at the 
court of quarter sessions. Indeed, so renowned did he 
becone, that he could no longer pry about, as formerly, in 
all boles and comers of the city, according to the bent 
ofUalMimour, unnoticed and uninterrupted ; but aevaral 
timea when he baa been sauntering the streets, on hb usual 
ranMea of observaUon, equipped with hb cane aad cocked 
bat| the little boys at play bare been known to cry, ^ tbdrc 
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goesDiedricb !"-.-at whick the okl geMtleman «eeiiied not a 
liule pleased, looking upon these salutations in the light of 
Utt fvaises of posterity. 

In a word, if we take into consideration all these ▼aliMM 
iMMxrars and dktiactioas} together viith an exuhcnuit 
ealogiom passed on biiv in the Port-Folio— (with which^ l«e 
are told, the old gentleman was so much overpowered that 
he was sick for two or three days) — it n^ust be confessed 
that few authors have ever lived to receive snch iUnstrioas 
rewards, or have so completely enjoyed in advance their own 
immortality. 

After his return from Scaghlikoke, Mr. Knickerbocker 
took up hu residence at a little rural retreat, which the 
Stnyvesants had granted him on the family doioain, hi 
gratitude for their honourable mention of their ancestor. It 
was pleasantly situated on the borders of one of the salt 
marshes beyond Cor learns Hook : subject, indeed, to he 
occasionally overflowed, and much infested, in the summer 
time, with musquitoes ; but otherwise very agreeable^ furo- 
dacing abundant crops of salt-grass and bulrushes. 

Here, we are sorry to say, the good old gentleman fell 
daagerously ill of a fever, occasioned by the neighbouring 
marshes. When he found his end approaching, he diapoaed 
of his worldly affairs, leaving the bulk of his fortune to the 
New- York Historical Society: his Hiedelburg Catechism, 
and Vander Donck*s work, to the City Library ; and his 
saddle-bags to Mr. Handaside. He forgave all his enemies j 
that is to say, all that bore any enmity towards him ^ for as 
to himself, he declared he died in good will to all the world. 
And, after dedicating several kind messages to his relations 
At Scaghtikoke, as well as to certain of our most lubatantial 
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Dutch citizens, he expired in the aims of his friend the 
librarian. 

His remains were interred| according (o his own request, 
in St. Mark^s Churchyard, close by the bones of his favou- 
rite hero, Peter Stuyvesant ; and it is rumoured, that the 
Historical Society have it in mind to erect a wooden moUii- 
mcnt to his memory in the Bowling-green. 
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*To racae from obliYum the memory of former inci- 
deots, and to render a jasi tribute of renown to the many 
great and wooderfal transactions of onr Dutch progenitor!, 
Diedricb Knickerbocker, natiTe of the city of New.York, 
produces this hbtorical essay.*** Like the great Father of 
History whose words I have just quoted, I treat of timea 
long past, OTcr which the twilight of uncertainty had 
already thrown its shadows, and the night of forgetfaloesi 
was about to descend for ever. With great solicitude did 
I long behold the early hbtory of this TeneraUe and 
ancient city gradually slipping from our grasp, tremblhif 
OB the lipe of narrative old age, and day by day drop phif 
piecemeal into the tomb. In a little while, thought T, 
and those rerereod Dutch burghers, who serve as the 
tottering monuments of good old times, will be gathered 
to their fiithersj their children, engrossed by the 
empty pleasures or insignificant transactions of tha preaen t 
agC) wtXL neglect to treasure up the recollections of the 
past, and posterity shall search in vain for memoriab of 
the days of the Patriarchs. The origin of onr city wiU be 
bailed in eternal oblivion, and even the names and acfaiefCv 
mcnts of WouterVan Twiller, William Kieft, and Peter 
Stayvesant, be enveloped in doubt and fiction, like those 
of Romulus and Remus, of Charlemagne, King Arthwy 
Rinaldo, and Godfrey of Bologne. 

Determined, therefore, to avert if possible this threatened 
misfortune, I industriously set myself to work, to gather 

" B«loc*8 Uerodotui. 
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together all the fragments of oiir ancicfit history whiclr 
still existed, and like my revei*ed prototype, Herodotus^ 
where no written records could be found, have endeavoured 
to eoBtioue the chaia of history by well autiienticated 
tradkiona. 

la this arduous undertakings which has been the sole 
bonnes^ of a long and solilBey life^ it is inriredible the 
Bumber of learned authors - 1 have consnlted ; and all to 
^t little purpose. Strange as it may seem, though sock 
•soltitudfeB of excellent works have been written about this 
coantryy there are none extant which give any fuH And 
4atis£u:torf account of the early history of New-York| or 
•f its three first Dutch governors. I have, howeveri 
gained raach valuable and curious matter from an elaborate 
■MBuscr&pt written in exceding pure and classic low 
Puteh, ei^pting a few errors in orthography^ which was 
foand in the archives of the Staytretaoi fiHaily. Many 
legiettds, leCtons, and other documents, have I likewise 
gleaned ^in my researches among the fomily chests and 
lumber garrets of our respectable Dutch citiseos : and I 
have.gatiiered a host of well authenticated timditiooa from 
divers exoritent old ladies of my acquaintanoe, who re- 
fMited that their nunes might not be mentioned. Nor 
jDust I neglect to acknowledge how greatly 1 have '.^ee« 
assiated by thai admirable aind praiseworthjr institutioof 
Ihe NsW YoBK HisTOJuoAx. Society, to which i here 
ipublidy feCummy sincere acknowledgments. 

In the conduct of this inestiiHaUe work I have adopted 
in kdhridnal nodely but on the contrary have simply eon- 
touted myself with combining and concentratii^ the 
exoeUencies of the most approved ancieut historians. Like 
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I fasre BNuntaiiied the vtmosC iniNirtfaillty» sod 
tfae ilikitert adlMmll«^e to trath throu^ot irty Milory. f 
hive cnricbed it,!jAfter the manner of Sallmt^ with virieQi 
dhttractevi «f ancient worthies^ drawn at full length and 
fiuthfvdiy coloared. I hare seasoned it with profonhd 
polilkal apeenhitions like Thucydides, sweetened it with 
the gmaea «f sentiment like l^icitufl^ and infWsed into 4he 
whole tim dii^ty, the grandenr, and magnificence of Liry. 
I ha aware that I shall incur the censnre of nume wwM i 
T^leifBedand jndicioiis eritics, for indulging toofrei* 
qnatfly in fbe bokl excnrsive manner of my iayonrite 
Bemdotus. And to be candUy I have fonnd it impoisihle 
always to resist the aUurements of those pleasiaf c|iisodes 
whkls Mks flowery banks and fragmni bowers, beset the 
dorty load of die Ustorian, and entice bim^to tarn hside 
and Mfrcsh himself IHmb his warring. But 1 trust It 
will he fnuid that I hare always ftsumed my staff, and 
addressed myself to my weary journey with renovated 
ipiritSy as that both my readers and myself have been 
boMlitcd by the relaxation. 

indeed, though It hen been my constant wish and uniform 
endeavour to rival Polybias himself, in observing the 
nqalnte unity of History, yet the loose and unconnected 
in which many of the ficts herein recorded have 
tohaud, rendered such an attempt extremely difficnit. 
This difficnlty was likewise increased by one of the grand 
ofcjecta contemplated in my work, which was to Irace the rise 
«(. snndry customs and institutions in this best of cities, 
ind to compare them when in the germ ef hiiancy with 
vhrt they are in the present old age of knowledge and 
hiprovemeBt. 



the moBoil that thoie raatten bei«in tecoided were aboHl 
eatBring into tbe widespread innliable maw of obUrioo — 
if I hHl not draped Ibem out, a* it were, by tfae very locki, 
juit u the monater'i ■damantine fanK* were clouDg npoi 
Ibnufbrerer ! And hercbaveI,aibefureDbserTed,carefdlr 
collected, collated, aod arranged them, scrip and ueniff 
" piad tm piml, got t» got," and comnuBced ig this Uttk 
work, a hiatoryto lene ai a fo■ndallB]^ oa which ottw 
kUtorkana may hcreai'ler raiie a Qobla sapcat|rBCtVl^ 
■welling in pruceu of time, until SitSctaiioeitr't Nn- 
Tori, ma]r be equally Tolumiaou willi GiVio*U Bomt, v 
Abb* and SmoiUifi Mn^and ! 

And Mw iiMlalKe me for a momeat i while 1 lay dow^ 
Mf pen, ikip to aome emiaeoce at At diatance of two « 
dues huodrad ;ea» a-head; and, casting a bird's eja 
fiance over the waste of years that is to roll bct«Ml^ 
dlscorer myielf— little 1 ! — at this moauat the profaita^ 
fvDlatyp*, awl perciuur of thtm all, paated ai the bsa4 
of this host of litsary wortbiei, with my hook flodfX' n| 
ansi and New-York ou my back, praasing fiwward Jifca * 

Sacb are the vain-glorioas ioaaginings that will now am^ i 
Acs eoleriato the bnio of the author i Ihtl hradial^'M ' 
wilfa wlwllnl light, his lolitBry cbanboi «heaing hb, ; 
waaiy apirits, agd *"n'°'^"f him to preMrera fa^ j^J 
bboiiM. And 1 have fraely given nttotavce to Ibm ,i 
iho p aodiea whqieTcr thfy hare occnrred ; not, I ta«al| j 
(ran M annsaal spirit of egotiv), h<'l dn(*^T tliat tfe^ , 
Mtder may for once have an id«a bow ajaautliOTtUnkofliif '. 
fatfa while be is writing— a kind of iiptimifilft TVf 
«ind carioBi, mhI madi to be deu^ 
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CHAP I. / 

DemripiUm of ihe Wartd, '{ 



>RDiiio to the bflft antborili», the world in which 
41 is a bii^ opaque^ reflecting, inanimate many 
I m the vaM etfaeral oceaa of infinite apace. It 
Ibrm of an araage^ being jan oblatfi spheroid, cnri* 
^UeBe4 at opposite parts ^ ^^ insertion of two 
try poles, which are seppooad to^ penetrate and 
t the centre; thus forming an ask, on wUch the. 

crange tnms with a regular diurnal rerolution. 
traaaitioBs of light and darkness, whence prooeei 
eniationsof day snd night, are. . produced by this 

levolntion sncoessiyely pvMtnting the different^, 
f the earth to the raysof- tbtisau. The latter is. 
og to the. best, thatis to<stQr^. the latest accottnt% 
MMs or fiery body^ o^a prodigious magnitude, firon : 
this world is driven by a centrifugal or repelling^ 

and to wbich it is dnnm by a centripetal or 
ire finrce; otherwise called the attraction of gruTi- 
, the eombinaiha, or rather the counteractioii of 
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these two opiNwiiig impukct prodnchis a circular aad 
annual revolution. Heuce result the different seaaoM of 
the year, viz. spring, sumraer, autumn, and winter* 

Tliis I believe to be the most approved modem theorf 
on the subject— though there he many philoeophen who 
have entertained very different opinions; sobm too of 
them entitled to much deference from their great antiqiiity 
and illustrious characters. Thus it was advanced by some 
of the ancient sages, that the earth was an extended plaiii 
supported by vast pillars : and by others, that it rested €■ 
the head of a snake, or the back of a huge tortoise~-lMt 
as they did not provide a resting place for either the pillsn 
or the tortoise, the whole theory fell to the ground, for 
want of proper foundation. 

Th« Brahmins assert, that the heavens rest upon Uie 
earth, and the sun and moon swim therein like fishes ia 
the water, moving from east to west by day, and gUdia; 
along the edge of the horizon to their original statiow 
during the night;* while^ according to the Paurauicuof 
India, it is a vast plain, encircled by seven oceaas of 
milk, nectar, and other delicious liquids ; that it is studdei 
with seven mountains, and ornamented in the centre b 
a mountainous rock of bnmbhed gold ; and that a gre 
dragon occasionally swallows up the moon, which acooai 
for the phenomena of lunar eclipses.^!* 

Besides these, and many other equally sage opinions, 
hare the profound conjectures of Aboul-Habsaha 
son of Al Khan, son of Aly, son of Abderrahman, so 
Abdallah, son of Masoud4i-IIadheli, who is comv 
called Maboudi, and sjumamed Cothbeddin, but 
takes the humble title of Lahebar-rasool, which n 
the companion of the ambassador of God . He has n 
a universal history, entitled ** Mouroudge.«d-dhf 
or. The Golden M^dowi, and the Mines of pr 
Stones.**! In this valuable work he has rebited 1 
tery of the world, from the creation down to the i 
td writing; which was under the Kbaliphant o 
Billah, in the moojtfa Dgioumadi^l-aonal of tl* 
year of the Henra or 6i|^ of the IVophet. He 
us that the carA is a fange bbd, Mecca and Mef 

* Faris y Soass. Midu Las. nots. b.7. ' 

t Sir W. Imifif pm. Aniiq. lad. Zod. % MS». Bibl 
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Mltsie tlie bold, Peisia and India the richt wiof , the land 
of Gog the left wing^ aiid Africa the tail. He informi ni, 
BMireoTcr, that an earth has existed before the present 
(which be consklen as a mere chicken of 7000 years) 
nat it baa nndergone divers deluges, and that, accordiDg 
to the ofMnioo of some well-informed Brahmins of his ac- 
qaaJntance^ it will be renovated every seventy thousandth 
baaarouam ; eich hazarouam consuting of 12,000 years. 

These are a few of the many contrMlictory opinions of 
phikMophen concerning the eairth, and we find that tiie 
learned have had equal perplexity as to the nature of the 
son. Some of the ancient philosophers have affirmed that 
it is a vast wheel of brilliant fire ;* others, that it is mcrdy 
aaurroror sphere of transparent crystal jf and a third 
classy at the head of whom stands Anaxagoras, maintained 
that it was notiiing but a huge ignited mass of iron or 
stone mmIiwI, he declared the heavens to be merely a 
vantt of stone, and that the stars were stones whirled up- 
wards finoai the earth, and set on fire by the vel6city of its 
revolutions.} But I give little attention to the doctrines 
of this philosopher, the people of Athens having fully re- 
futed theoB, by banishing him firom their citv; a concise 
mode of answering unwelcome doctrines, much resorted to 
In fiwmer days. Another sect of philosophers do declare, 
that eertetn nery particles exhale constantly from the earth, 
wfaidi, concentrating in a single point in the firmament by 
day, cons t itute the sun, but being scattered and rambling 
about in the dark at night, collect in various points, and 
form stars. These are regularly burnt out and extinguish- 
ed, not unlike to the lamps in our streets, and require a 
froh supply of exhaUtioDs for the next occasion.^ 

It is even recorded, that at certain remote and obscure 
periods, in consequence of a great scarcity of fuel, the 
san has been completely burnt out, and sometimes not 
nkiadled for a month at a time. A most melandioly 
cbc am at a nce, the very idea of which gave vast concern to 

• FliU. da Plae. Philot. lib. ii. chap. 90. 

f AcbiU. Tat Jsag. chap. 19. A p. PtoUv. t iii. p. 81. Stob. Eclor. 
Phys. lib. 1. p. 66. Plut. de Plac. Pbilot. 

X Diogeaea Laertliu in Anaxag. l.ii. sec. 8. Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 96. 
Plat, de Plac. Pbiloa. Xenoph. Mem. 1. iv. p. 815. 

I Ariatot. Meteor. 1. ii. c. 9, Idem, Probl. sec. 15. Stob- Eel, 
Pbya. I. i. p. 55. Brack. Ilitt. Phil. t. i. p. 1154, Ice. 
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HvKliliu, that «]>rtb)F weeping phituoplm of aBliquM 
Jn Bdditwn lo tbcie tmHou* «p«calBtkHB, it waa Ibe i>] 
Bkn o£ Hvtebd, that the no ii ■ mgniaceal, hibttali 
•bude; the. light il furnabn ariuni ft«m colaiii cnipym 
laaiiauu* or pboapboric oleodi, awinuniiv in ita tiauap 



e trill Mt ottv rorther M 
iganimjuir^oc 

It of th« hutory; neitlMT will wc n 
■mm ooiaoiTea m aay oiore of the endlcai dbputca of pt 
'baaphMB loucbiHg the furm uf thii globe, but coMd 
.omit^rtM «ith Ibe tbecTy adrauced iu Ibe bcgjimiiq; i 
lUi diaptcr, aixl will proceed to iilmtrale, by tHperima 
. the comptexily of motion therein aseribed lo tUa aaz rat 

RoAwor Von Poddi^coft for Poddi^bead, u tl 
name aay be rendered into Engliah) «raa Imig cdeimtc 
aitha BDiiternt] -• ■ - ' ' --- — » - » - - --. 



f of Lndtai, fiir mMt profuaiid gravity 
dhsuWal ■ -' -■ — - "^ — 



t al going lo ileep io Uw aud 
« examuouupa; to Ibe infinile relief of bia bopefnl M 
dent), wbo tberel^ worked their waf Ibrongta coUq 
with great eaae and little atody. In tbe cotirae of one 
bia lectnrea, tbe learned profeaaor, i^xing a baeket < 
water, awiuig it ronnd bti bead at arm'* leoglb ) Ike ii 
pnlae witb whiob be threw the raHel from bim being 
eeulrifugBl bree, (he rctentiwi of bia arm upenliog ai 
fcalripctal power, and the backet, wbit^ waiaMibatila 
fcr the eai'lb, ducribing a cireular urbil rvund abimt H 
(jlabnlar bead and ruby viaage of Profeaaur Von Poddia 
. cuft, which formed no bad repreacDtalioB of the aua. t 
of theae partknlara were duly svplaiiwd to Ibe claaa ' 
fafdag atwdcala arotind bim. He appriaed tlten ann 
arer, tbat the aame principle of graiitaliun which retaiit 
the water in tbe budwt rotraina Ifaa ocean from dyii 
frMi Ibe earth in iU rapid mvlnliuoa; awd he fartb 
infoamad then, that abonU tbe molioa of tbe earth I 
anddMly cbeeked, it would idcontiocntly fall into (he au 
tbrongh the ceulKpetal force of giaritatiun ; a niuat rUi 
ova ercDt to tbia planet, and one which would alao o 
MurCf Ibuugb it dhM probably would nut extinguiab, II 
■ lUhH. Tiua. I»li,p.n. Jilua, IBDI, p. 365. Mich-PhiV 
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ibr luminary. An unlucky stripling^, one of those 
rut geniuses who seem sent into the world merely to 
isoy worthy meo of the puddinghead order, desirous of 
eortaining the correctness of the experiment, suddenly 
rested tlw arm of the professor just at the moment that 
e bnckel was in its zenith, whidb immediately descended 
rth astonishing precision on the philosophic head of the 
itmctor of youth. A hollow sound, and a red-hot hisi^ 
tfwlcd the contact, but tbs theory was in the amplest 
inner illustrated, for the unfortunate bucket perished in 
e conflict : . but the blazing countenance of Vnieuor 
m Poddingcoft, emerged from amidst the waters, glow- 
f ieroer than eirer with unutterable indignation — whoe- 
f the students were manrellously edified, «nd departed 
■mderably wiser than before. 

It is a mortifying circumstance^ which g^^eatly perplexes 
any a pains-taking philosopher, that natare often refuses 
» second his most profound and elaborate efforts j so that 
Hen, alter haTing imrented one of the most ingenious and 
itural theories imaginable, she will have the perveneness 
» act directly in the teeth of his system, and flatly con- 
adiit his most fayourite positions. This is a maniiSft 
sd unmerited grievance^ since it throws the censure of 
le vulgar and unlearned entirely upon the philosopher; 
'faereas the fruit is not to be ascribed to his theory, which 
I unquestionably correct, but to the waywardness of dame 
atare, who with the proverbial fickleness of her sex, is 
Utinnally indulging in coquetries and caprices, and seems 
Bi^f^tsike pleasure in violating all philosophic rules, 
ad jflthig the most learned and indeAitigable of bar 
dorira. Thus it happened with respect to the foregoing 
atis fi ic t ory explanation of the motion of our planet ; it 
ippean tut the centrifugal force has long since ceased to 
ifcrple, while its antagonist remains in undiminished po- 
tency : the world therefore, aceording to the theory as it 
irignMly stood, ought, in strict propriety, to tumble into 
the saa— philosophm were convinced that it would do sb^ 
lad awaited, in anxious impatience, the fulfilment of their 
pngaotiics. But the untoward planet pertinatioaslyoon- 
^Butdr her course, notwithstanding that she had reason, 
plslosopliy, and a whole university of learned professors 
opposed to her conduct. The philosophers took this in 
▼cry iH part, and it is thought they would never have ^nr- 
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doned the slight awl allroat which -they co a c Mvwl pat 
wpoQ them by the world, had boI a good^natared fitifaMOf 
lundly officiated at a aiicdiator betwcca the partiea, aad 
6llerted a reconciliation. 

■Pindki); the world wonM not acconinodate ilaelf to the 

:tlieory» he wisely detemimsd to accummodate the theery 

to the world : be therefore informed hk brother philosiv 

tfhers^ that the dronlar motion of the eaKb nrand thaaaa 

was no sooner en gen dere d , by the conflieting impnlsw 

above described, than it became a regnlar rerolntioai ia- 

dependent of the canses which gave It origin. His learaed 

- brrthren readily joined in the opinion, being heartily gisd 

0f any explanatian that would decently estricatelhrm iroai 

embarrasimient— and ever since that memorable ara the 

world has been left to take her own course, and to remlvc 

aroimd the son in such orbit as she thinks proper. 



CHAP. If. 

^ffotmogmii^i or OreoHm of ike WoHd; «M a wnOHMe 
^eaBteOmU Tkwrimf hjf wkUk the CreaUom of a PForM it 
jftewn <D '6s no mek difficult maher at smmnon Folk 

would imagime, 

. lUvmo. thus briefly introduced ray reader to the wori 
andgiTcn him some idea of its form and situatioB, hew 
nntundly be curious to know from whence it oune^ a 

iWwit waacroated. And inf|eed the clearing iip , «f th 

■ponti is absolutely emenlial to my hintory, iiia8mtt<fh:a 
Hus .woiJkd bad not bean formed, it is oMNre than probe 
tettbisronoirP^iBUndyon whifb i* situated the ait 
JHfm York» would novier have had an existence. 
TCgnlar course of my histoid, therefore, requires %h 
mtmW prooo^ to notice the cosmogony or formatv 

., this our globe. 

And iMiw 1 give. my readers foir warning, that ^ 
about to plwige, for a, chapter or two, intjo as comp 

,|»l|yiin|Ji as ever historian was perplexed withal ; 

■ iGiHPe^ I advise them to take fost hold of my skirts, an 
elope at ray bwliy venturing neither to the right ha 
IQ tbe Ji^left Ili«y4^t Imhred in a ^ugh of univ 
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\Ait \mnmg, or h«Te thdr brmioi knoclMd o«t by MBie of 
tlnw hud Greek names whidi will be flyi^f •bovt in all 
diRrtioiw. But thmild any of tbem be too indoleiit or 
chkkeii-liearted to accompany me io ibis perik>iM aaderw 
takinf , thcj bad better take a ihort cut rouad, and wait 
far me at the bef^inning of lomeimoother diapter. 

Of the creation of the world we have a tboniand ooa- 
tradietory acisuunts; and though a very satigfactory one 
ii fiurnished by divine revelationy yet every phikMophcr 
fceb bfanftelf in honour bound to fnmiib us with a bettor. 
As an fanfartial hiitoriany 1 consider it my duty to notice 
their teviwal theories, by which mankind bare been to 
cxecedinf ly edifted and instructed. 

Thos it was the opbion of certain ancient sages, that 

the earth and the whole system of the universe was the 

dsity himself;* a doctrine most strenuounly maintained 

by Zenophanes and the whole tribe of £lealics, as also by 

Strato and the sect of peripatetic philosophers. Pytha- 

|oras likewise incalcated the famous numerical system of 

the monad, dyad, and trvad ; and by means of his sacred 

qnaleniary elucidated the formation of the world, the 

srcaaa or nature, and the principles both of musk and 

iaaralB.i* Other sages adhered to the mathematical sys- 

tvm of squares and triangles ; the cube, the pyramid, and 

the sphere ; the tetrahedron, the octahedron, the icosabe- 

dron, and the dodecahedron.} While others advocatetl 

the great dementary theory, which refers the construclioii 

•four globe, and all that it contains, to the combinations 

of four matoial elements, air, earth, ire, and water } with 

the emislBner of a fifth, an immaterial and vivyfyittg 



Nor must 1 omit to mention the great atomic system 
taagk by old Moscbus before the siege of Titiy ; revived 
by Dcmocritns of laughing memory ; improved by Epi- 
cvui, that kiug of good fellows ; and modernised by the 
finciiiil Dacartes. But 1 decKne inquiring, whether the 
•Unm, of which the earth is said to be composed, are 
ctemil or reoait \ whether they are animate or inanimate ; 

* Ariilot. m. Cic. lib. i. cap. 3. 

4 Aristot. Metiyh. lib. i. c. 5. IdeoLde Calo, 1, iii. c. 1* Rooiims, 
Men. fir. tiariqne Abc^h. p. 30. FluUrcb i9e ?Uc. Pm|oi. lib. i. 
tn». 3. 

tTba. hocr. «p. Plato, t. iii. p. 90. 
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whether, afrreeably to the opinion of Atheists, they wot 
fortuitously an^regated ; or, as the Theists mainUin, were 
■rrani^ by a supreme intelligence.* Whether, ui feet, 
the earth be au insensate clod, or whether it be ynimatgd 
by a soul ',f which opinion was strenuously maintained by 
a bust of philosophers, at the head of whom stands the 
great Plat^ that temperate sage, who threw the coW 
water of philosophy on the form uf sexual interooune^ and 
inculcated the doctrine of Platonic love — an exquisitdf 
reined intercourse, but much better adapted to tlic ideal 
inhabitants of his imaginary island of AtUntis, than to tlM 
sturdy race, composed of rebellious flesh and blood, which 
populates the little matter of feet island we inhabit. 

Resides these systems, wc have, moreover, the poetical 
theogony of old Hesiod, who generated the whole uni- 
verse in the regular mode of procreation ; and the piaasi- 
Me opinion of others, that the earth was hatched from the 
great e%f; of ni|ht, which floated in chaos, and was cracked 
t>y the horns of the celestial bull. To illustrate this last 
doctrine^ Burnet, in his theory of the earthy has fevoored 
us with an accurate drawing and description, both of the 
form and texture of this mundane egg ; which is found to 
bear a near resemblance to that of a goose. Such of my 
readers as take a proper interest in tl^ origin of this oar 
planet will be pleased to learn, that the most profound 
sages of antiquity, among the Egyptians, Chaldeans, Per- 
sians, Greeks, and Latins, have alternately assutcd at the 
hatching of this strange bird; and that their cacklings 
have been caught, and continued in different tones and 
inflections, from philosopher to philosopher, unto the pre- 
sent day. 

Bat while briefly noticing long cd^rated systems of 
ancient sages, let me not pass over, with neglect, those of 
other philoBophers; which, though less universal than le- 
Bowned, have equal claims to attention, and equal ehancs 
for correctness. Thns it is recorded by the Brahmins, in 
tiie pages of their inspired Shastah, that the angel Bisi* 
noo tran^Mrmed himself into a grest boar, plunged Into 

* Aristot Nat AiMcalt. I. ii. cap. 6. Arirtoph. Rfetapb. lib. i. cap. 3. 
Cic. de Nat Deor.Ub. i. cap. 10. Justin Mart.Orat. ad Gent p. 90. 

4> Moeheim is Cndw. lib. i. cap. 4. Tim. de Anim. Musd. ap. 
Plat lib. iii. Mesa, de l*Acad. In Belles Lettres, t xxxH. p.- If. 
9t a/. t l&oQ^ \. vh. &. 
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J abyms and brotifht up tlie earth on his tnilui. 
ned from him a mighty tortoifle, and a mighty 
nd Bistnuo placed the snake «rect apon the back 
rtoise, and he pteced the earth upon tha Iwad of 

igro pbihMophen of .Cungo affirm, that the worid 
e by the bands of Mifaa, excepting their owm 
which the Sapreaw Being ooastracted himirtf, 
igfat be mprcmely exeellent. And he took great 
h the inhabitants, and made them rery bfaick and 
; and when he had finished the first man, he was 
«ed with him, and smoothed him over the Ihce, 
e his nose, and tiie nose of all his descendants, 

lohawk philoeophers tell ns, that a pregnant 
3tt down from heaven, and that a tortoise took her 
( back, because every place was covered with 
and tliAt the woman, sitting upon the tortoise, 
with her hands in the water, and raked np the 
iieaoe it finally happened that the earth became 
an the water .f «. 

fiirbcar to qaote a number more of these ancient 
mdish philosophers, whose deplorable ingorance, 
e of all their erudition, compelled them to write 
igcB which but few of my readers can understand ; 
Ui proceed briefly to notice a few more iotelligibic 
MNiable theories of their modem snccessors. 
rst I shall mention the great Buflbo, who conject- 
it this globe was originally a globe of liquid fire, 
ed from the body of the sun, by the percussion of 

as a spark is generated by the collision of flint 
. That at fii-tft it was surrounded by gross va- 
'hich cooling and condensing in process of time, 
ed, according to their densities, earth, water, and 
cb gradually arranged themselves, according to' 
pective gravities, round the bnmlng or vitrified 
t Ibrmed their centre. 

a, on the contrary, supposes that the watera at 
i aniversally paramoant ; and he terrifies himself 

idea that the earth must be eventually washed 

ell. Geot. Philosophy. 

MS Meaapoleosis, Jan. Account of MarqusMorMolisirk 

1«44. 
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away by the foroe of rato, riven, and mountain ti 
antU it is confoanded with the ocean, or in other 
absolutely dissolvei into itaelf.— -Sublime idea! f 
paatiof that of the tender-hearted damsel of am 
who wept herself into a fountain; or the good d 
Narboone in FVancc^ who, for a volubility of toa^ 
usual in her sex, was dooroed to peel five hundrei 
sand and thirty-nine ropes of onions, and actna 
out at her eyes before half the hideous task was 
plished. 

Whiston, the same ingenious philosopher who i 
Ditton in his researches after the longitude (ftM* wl 
mischief-loving Swift discharged on their heada 
savoury stanza), has distinguished himoelf by a f 
mirable theory respecting the earth. He conjectui 
it wss originally a ckaotU eomeif which, being sdei 
the abode of man, was removed firom its eccentri 
and whirled round the sun in its present regular i 
by which change of direction, order succeeded to 
sion in the arrangement of its component parts. 1 
losopher adds, that the deluge was prckluced by 
courteous salute from the watery tail of another 
doubtless through sheer envy of its improved coi 
thus furnishing a melancholy proof that jealousy m 
vail even among the heaveply bodies, and discon 
rapt that celestial harmony of the spheres, so mek 
sung by the poets. 

But I pass over a variety of excellent theories, 
whidh are those of Burnet, and Woodward, and 
hurst ; regretting extremely that my time will no 
me to give them the notice they de8erve--and shi 
elude with that of the renowned Dr. Darwin, 
learned Theban, who is as much distinguished fbi 
as reason, and for good-natured credulity as seri 
search; and who Ins recommended himself won 
to the good graces of the ladles, by letting them 
the gallantries, amours, debaucheries, andother t 
scandal of the court of Flora, has fallen upon a 
worthy of his combustible imagination. Accordinj 
opinion, the huge mass of chaos took a sudden c 
to explode, like a barrel of gunpowder, and, in tl 
exploded the sun^which, in its flig^it, by a simil 
rulsion, exploded the eartb— which in like guise c 
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Ite ao on— and thus, by a concatenation of explouoMy 

tkt vfcole solar s^em was prodaced, and set uMMt sys- 

Isntically in motion.* 

By the great variety of theories here alluded to, ercry 
ooe of wbidt, if thoroughly examined, will be fonnd snr- 
prisingly consistent in all its parts, my unlearned readers 
vill perhaps be led to conclude, that the creation of a 
world is not so difficult a task as they at first imagined. 
I have shown at least a score of ingenious methwls in 
which a world could be constructed; and, I have no 
donbt, that had any of the philosophers above quoted the 
use of a good manageable comet, and the philosophical 
warehouse, cAoof, at his command, he would engage to 
■annfimture a planet as good, or, if you would take his 
word for it, better than this we inhabit. 

And here 1 cannot help noticing the kindness of Provi' 
dence, {n creating comets for the great relief of bewildered 
philoaophers. By their assistance more sudden evolutions 
and transitions are effected in the system of nature, than 
are wrought in a pantomimic exhibition, by the wonder- 
working sword of harlequin. Should one of our modem 
sages, in his theoretical flights among the stars, ever find 
himself lost in the clouds, and in danger of tumbling into 
the abyss of nonsense and absurdity, he has but to seize a 
comet by the beard, mount astride of its tail, and away he 
gallops in triumph, like an enchanter on his hippogrin, or 
. a Connecticnt witch on her broomstick, ^ to sweep the 
eobwebe out of the sky.*' 

It is an old and vul^r saying, about a ** beggar on 
horseback,'* which I would not for the world have applied 
to these reverend philosophers : but I must confess, that 
some of them, when they are mounted on one of those 
iery steeds, are as wild in their curvetlings as was Phae- 
ton of yore, when he aspired to manage the chariot of 
Fhoebna. One drives his comet at full speed against the 
san, uid knocks the world out of him with tl^ mighty 
coocnsaion; another, more moderate, makes his comet a 
kind of beast of burthen, carrying the sun a regular supply 
of food and fiigots j a third, of more combustible dispo- 
sitMHiy threatens to throw hu comet, like a bombshell, into 
the world, and blow it up like a powder magazine ; while 

* Daiw. iiot Garden. Fart I. CaDt. i. 1. 105. 
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a fourth, with no ffreat delicacy to thin planel and its in- 
halutants, insinuates that Bone day or oth^r his comet — 
my modest pen blushes while 1 write it — shall absolately 
turn tail upon our world and deluge it with water!— 
Surely, as 1 have already obsenred, comets were bounti- 
fully provided by Providence for the benefit of pbiloao' 
pbersy to assist them in maiiulaclunug theories. 

And now, having adduced several of the most promiafeBt 
theories tKat occur to ray recollection, I leave my judici- 
ous readers at full liberty to choose among them. They 
are all serious speculations of learned men.M.-all d^er es. 
sentially from each other — and all have the saone title to 
belief. It has ever been the task of one race of philos»- 
phcrs to demolish the works of their predecesson, ani 
elevate more splendid fsntaaies in their steady which^ in 
their turn, are demolished and replaced by the air-caaUes 
of a succeeding generation. Tims it would seem that 
knowledge and genius, of which we make such great pa^ 
rade, consist but in detecting the errors and absurdities of 
those who had gone before, and devising new errors and 
absurdities, to l^ detected by those who are to come after 
us. Theories are the mighty soap-bubbles with whicli the 
grown-up children of science amuse themselves ; while 
the honest vulgar stand gazing in stupid admiration, and 
dignify these learned vagaries with the name of wisdom ! 
*~SuTely Socrates was right in his opinion, that philoso- 
phers are but a soberer sort of madmen, busying then- 
selves in things totally incomprdiensible, or which,, if they 
could be comprehended, would be found not worthy the 
trouble of discovery. 

For my own part, until the learned have come to as 
agreement among themselves, I shall content myself witk 
the account hanided down to us by Moses; in which I do. 
but follow the example of our ingenious neighbours of 
Connecticut ; who at their first settlement proclaimed,, 
tlutt the colony should be governed by the laws of God—* 
until they had time to make better. 

One thing however appears certain— firom the nnani- 
mous authority of the before quoted philosophers, sup* 
ported by the evidence of our own senses (which, thougli 
▼cir^ apt to deceive us, may be cautiously admitted as ad- 
diUonal testimony), it appears, 1 say, and 1 make the as. 
sertion deliberately, without fear of contradiction, that thia 
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nlly was ereaiedf and that it w compOMd of Immd 
kr. It further appears that it is curiously diriiled 
celled out iuto contiuents and islands, anong which 
' declare the renowned island or new tore 
found by any one who seeks for it in ita proper 



CHAP. UI. 

If ihai Jamotu Navigaiorf Noak^wat aka$a^Mif 
wd; amd how he committed an ut^pardonabie over* 
I not hoeing Four Saru: with the great troMe 
loeophere emued therthyy and the IHieoveTg nf 

America, 

I, who is the first tealaring^ man we read of» begat 
nsy Sbeniy Ham, and Japhet. Antbors, it is true, 
wantinic, who affirm that the patriarch bad a num- 
other diildren. ThasBerosns makes him lather 
gigantic Titans, Methodius gives him a son called 
IB, or Jonicus (who was the first inrentor of Johnny- 
aad others have mentioned a soil named Thuiscoo, 
rhom descended' the Teutoas or Tentonic, or in 
'ords the Dutch nation. 

ret exceedint^ly that the nature of my plan will not 
me to gratify the laudable curiosity of my readers, 
estigating minutely the history of the great Noah. 

such an undertaking would be attended with more 
! than many people would imagine ; for the good 
triarcfa seems to have been a great traveller in his 
sd to have passed under a different name in every 
f that be visited. Tbe Chaldeans for iustanae give 

story, merely altering his name into Xisuthrufti^ 
il alteration, which, to an historian skilled in ety- 
es, will appear wholly unimportant. It appears 
e, that be had exchanged his tarpawling and qua- 
unong the ChaMeans, tor the gorgeous insignia of 
', and appears as a monarch in t^ir aunals. The 
jBiia celebrate him under the name of Osiris ; the 
s as Menu; the Greek and R6man writers con- 
hUn with C%yges, and the Theban with DeucaHon 

c 
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and Saturn. But the CliineHe) who deservedly nwit 
aaioiig the most extensive and antbentic bistoriaiM) ima. 
much as they have known the world much Ioniser tbmm 
any one else, declare that Noah was no other ChAB Fofal ; 
and what fpves this assertion some air of credibility h^ 
that it is a fact, admitted by the most enlightened litetiUiy 
that Noah travelled into China, at the time of the InilldiBy 
of the tower of Babel (probably to improve binraelf in the 
study of languages), and the learned Dr. Sbucklbrd fift* 
us the additional information, that the ark rested •■ • 
mountain on the frontiers of China. 

From this mass of rational conjectures' and sage ^lyyo^ 
theses, many satisfactory deductions might be drawn 4 bat 
1 shall content myself with the simple fad stated in Ae 
Bible, via. that Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and 
Japbet. It is astonishing on what remote and obtciure 
contingencies the great affairs of this woiid depend, and 
how events the most distant, and to the common obscrrer, 
unconnected, are inevitably consequent the one to the 
other. It remains to the philosopher to discover these 
mysterious affinities, and is the proudest triumph of Us 
skil to detect and drag forth some latent chain of ca—i 
tion, which at firet sight appears a paradox to the inexpe- 
rienced observer. Thus many of my readers will dowtt- 
lesH wonder, what connection the family of Noah can pos- 
sibly have with this libtory — and many will stare wfaea 
infermed that the whole history of this quarter of the 
worid has taken its character and course, from the simple 
circumstance of the patriarch*s having but three sona.- 
but to explain. 

Noah, we are told by sundry very credible hiatorieM^ 
becoming sole surviving heir and proprietor of the cailh^ 
in fee simple^ after the deluge, like a good fisither, portkwei 
out his estate among his children. To Shem he gave 
Asia, to Ham Africa, and to Japbet Europe. Now it h 
a thousand times to be lamented that he had but thns 
sons, for had there been a fourth, he would doubtlesa hafC 
inherited America j whidi of course would have beca 
chragged forth from its obscurity on the occasion ; aal 
thus many a hard-working historian and philosopher woaU 
have been spared a prodigious mass of weary ooi^iecfuii^ 
respecting the first discovery and population of this oova- 
try, IVoab, however, having provided for his three sons, 
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in ftll probability, upon oar country Mintre wild, 
kI land, and said nothing about it, and to thit Hn- 
ible tacitnmity of tbe patriarch may we aicribe the 
aiM^ that America did not come into the world at 
I the other quarters of tlie globe. 
tme, aome writers have vindicated him from this 
dact towards posterity, and asserted that he really 
corer America. Thus it was the opfaiioQ of Mark 
bot, a French writer, posse s s e d of that ponderoeity 
igfaty and profoundness of reflection, so peculiar to 
ion, that tbe immediate descendants of Noah pco- 
lia quarter of the globe^ and that the old patriarch 
I who still retained a passion for the seafaring lif% 
■tended the transmigration. The pioos and enlight- 
tther Charieroijc,. a French Jesuit, remarkable for 
saion to the marvellous, common to all great travel- 
condnsiTely of the same opinion ^ nay, lie goes still 
y and decides npon the manner in which the disco- 
ras effected, which was by sea, and under the im- 
e direction of the great Noah. ** 1 have already 
ad/ ■ exclaims the good father in a tone of becoming 
itMNi, ** that it is an arbitrary supposition that the 
hildivn of Noah were not able to penetrate into the 
irld, or that they never thought of it. In effect, I 
e no reason that can justify such a notion. Who 
rioosly believe that Noah and his immediate de- 
Dta knew less than we do, and that the builder and 
r die greatest ship that ever was, a ship which was 
. to traverse an unbounded ocean, and had so many 
and quicksands to guard against, should be igno- 
', or should not have communicated to his descen- 
the art of sailing on the ocean ? Therefore they did 
1 the ocean — ^theretbre they sailed to America — 
re America was discovered by Noah ! 
' nil thi4 exquisite chain of reasoning, which is so 
l^ycharasteristic of the good father, being addressed 
Ikith, rather than to the understanding, is flatly 
d by Hans de Laet, who declares it a real and most 
ous paradox, to suppose that Noah ever entertained 
>aght of discovering America ; and as Hans is a 
writer, 1 am inclined to believe he must have been 
>etter acquainted with the woi'thy crew of the ark>. 
is competitors, and of course possessed of more 

c2 
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CHAP. IV. 

Showing the great difficulty PhUotophen have kmd tn 
peopling America — and how the Aborigines came te 
he begotten bg accident, to the great rdiefand eati^fiuUon 

^ the Author, 

The next inquiry at which we arrive in the re|raUr 
course of our history, is to ascertain, if possible, how thk 
country was originally peopled; a point fhiitfiil of 
incredible embarrassmpnts : for unless we prove thai the 
ahorigincs did absolutely come from somewh''.re, it will be 
immediately asserted in this age of scepticism, that fhej 
did not come at all ; and if they did not come at all, thn 
Was this conntry never popiilated-^a conclusion pevft|$tl]L 
agreeable to the rules nf logic, but wholly irrectJipciUftUiB to 
every feeling of humanity, inasmuch as it m^ist syllu- 
glstically prove fatal to the innumerable aborigifi^ of thb 
populous region. 

To avert so dire a sophism, and to rescue froip logio^ 
annlhilati(»n so many millions of fellow-creatures, bow 
many firings uf geese have been plundered ! what oceaH 
of ink have been benevolently drained ! and how maiqr 
capacious heads of learned historians have been a4dM 
and for ever confimnded ! 1 pause with reverential aw^ 
when I contemplate the ponilennis tomes in different lan- 
guages, with which they have endeavoured to solve tlui .. 
question, to important to the happiness of society, bat po 
involved in clouds of impenetrable obscurity. Historiaa 
after hbtorian has engaged in the endless circle of hy- 
pothetical argument, and after leading us a weary chwe 
through octavos, quaitos, and folios, hm let us out at the 
epd of his work, just as wise as we were at the beginniiy. 
It was, doubtless, some philosophical wild.goose ctuue «f 
the kind, that made the old poet Macrobius rail in wadh • 
passion at curiosity, which he anathematizes most heartily 
as *^ an irksome, agonizing care, a superstitious industiy 
about unprofitable things, an itching humour to see whii 
is not to he seen, and to be doing what signifies nothuBg 
when it is done.** But to proceed : 

Of the claims of the children of Noah to the origiml 
population of this country I shall say nothing, as they 



new YORK. 19 

ftve riraMly beea toadwd upon in ray last chapter. Tbc 
taimanto nest in celebrity are the descendant! of Abraham - 
^bw CbrihtOFal Colon (Tvlfpvly called Columbui), when 
e fint discoTered the )^ld mines of Hispaniola,— imme- 
iately concladed, with a shrewdnesB that would have doue 
■wnir to a philoMiplier, that he had found the aocieut 
^bir, from whence Solomon procured the rokl fur 
nbeUishiag the temple at Jeradalem : nay. Colon eren 
■ayaed t&t be taw the remains of furnaces of veritable 
feiiraie ooostmctipn, employed in refininsr the precious ore. 

9q golden a oonjecture, tinctured with such fascioatiuf 
ilmvagapce, was too tempting not to be immediately 
sapped at by the gudgeons of learning \ ami accordingly, 
here were diven prti^Rmnd writers r«idy to swear to its 
iomBetneWf aad to tiring in their usual load of authorities 
lid wise sormises, wherewithal to prop it up. Vatablus 
■d Rpbcrttts Stephens declared nothing could be more 
(icMr : Affuns Moataous, without the leut hesitation, as- 
iflts tbat MeKieo was the true Ophir, and the Jews the 
tuty settlers of the country j while Possevin, Becaot and 
Hvml other sagacious writers, lug in a mppoted pro- 
ihcey of the fonrtb book of Eadras, which being inserted 
la t^e mighty hypothesis, like the key-stone of an arch, 
giMB it, in their opinion, perpetual durability. 

Scarce, however, have they completed their gooilly 
mpcistructure, than in trudgef* a phalaox of opposite 
iMiMiu, with Hans de Laet, the great Dutchman, at th«:ir 
hssd 'y 4^ at one blow tumbles the whple fabric ab jut 
lUr cam. Haas, in &ct, . contradicts outright all the' 
hnditish claims to the first settlements of this country, 
Hfariliijiting all those equivocal symptoms, and traces of 
Cbiiitiwiity and Judaism, which have been said to be 
feaod in divers provinces of the New Woi'ld, to the DtvU^ 
^ohaa always affected to counterfeit the worship of the 
bur SiHty. ** A remark,** says the knowing old Padre 
CAppita, ** made by all good authors wbtp have spoken 
^ die ridigicMi of mUions newly discovered, and founded 
Mdes OD tfaie authority of ihtfatheri of ike chMrch.^ 

Some writers again, among whom it i* with great regret 

in compelled to mention Lopez de Gomara and Juan 

Je Lerl, insinuate that the Canaanites being driven irom 

he land of promise by the Jews, were seized wUh such a 

aaic, t^ ik^ f^ without looking, bdjjud them, until. 
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stoppin]^ to take breath, they found themselTCS safe io 
America. . As they brought neitber their natioiial laa- 
guage, manners, nor features with them, it is auppoaed 
they left them behind in the hurry of thdr flight. I can- 
not give my ftiith to this opinion. 

I pass over the supposition of the learned Grotiaa, who 
being both an ambassador and a Dntdiman to booty Is 
entitled to great respect ; that North America was peo- 
pled by a strolling company of Norwegians^ and that 
Fern was founded by a colony from China— Hffanoo^ or 
Mungo Capac, the first Incas, being himself a Chinese. 
Nor shall I more than barely mention, that father Kir- 
cher ascribes the settlement of America to the Egyptiaa% 
Bndbeck to the Scandinavians, Charron to the Gavl% 
Jnffredues Pteri to a skaiting party from Friselandy MilHis 
to the Celta, Marinocus tlie Sicilian to the Romans, ijt 
Comte to the Phoenicians, Postel to the Moors, Martin 
d*Agleria to the Abyssinians, together with the sage surmise 
of De Laet, that England, Ireland, and the Oroides, may 
contend for that honour. 

Nor will I bestow any more attention or credit to the 
idea that America is the fairy region of Zipangri, described 
by that dreaming traveller Marco Polo the Venetian ; or 
that it comprises the visionary island of Atlantis, described 
by Plato. Neither will I stop to investigate the beatfaeidsk 
assertion of Paracelsus, that each hemisphere of the globe 
was originally fumbhed with an Adam and Eve ; or the 
more flattering opinion of Dr. Komayne, supported by 
many nameless authorities, that Adam was of the Indian 
race ; or the startling conjecture of BnfTon, Helvetins, 
and Darwin, so highly honourable to mankiml, that the 
whole human spetties is accidentally descended hom. a 
remarkable family of the monkeys ! 

This last conjecture, I must own, came upon me very 
suddenly and very ungraciously. I have often beheld the 
clown in a pantomine, while gazing in stupid wonder si 
the extravagant gambols of a harlequin, all at once elee- 
trlfied by a sudden stroke of the wooden sword across bii 
shoulders. Little did I think at such times that it would 
ever fall to my lot io be treated with equal discourtesy, 
and that while I was quietly beholding these grave philo- 
sophers emulating the eccentric transformations of the 
hero of pantomime, they would on a sudden turn npon me 
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ad ny Raden, and with one hypothetical flourinh meUu 
lorphiie us into beaitts ! I determiued fi-um that mooHint 
9t to bum my fillers with aoy more of their theuriesy 
ut oontcDt myiielf with detailini^ the different methoda by 
kich they tranaported the descendants of these ancient 
id rcapectable monkeys to thb great field of theoretical 
wfue. 

Thb was done either by mifrations by land or trans- 
ugratioDs by water. Thus F^dre Joseph d*Acosta ena- 
aerates three passages by hnd, first by the north of Eo- 
ope, secondly by the north of Asia, and thbdiy by 
tgioos southward of the straits of Magellan. The learned 
SrotSos marches his Norwegians by a pleasant route acrose 
bmea risers and arms of the sea, through Iceland, Grcen- 
Iwd, Estotiland, and Naremberga. And various writers, 
UBoog whom are Angleria, 0e Homn, and Bnffon, anxious 
fer the accommodation of these travellers, have fastened the 
tiro continents together bv a strong chain of deduction^^ 
by which means they snould pass over dryshod. But 
ahosld even this fail, Pinkerton, that industrious old 
Keotleman, who compiles books and manufactures Oeo- 
psphies, has constructed a natural bridge of ice, from 
cootinent to continent, at the distance of four or five miles 
from Behring*s straits— for which he is entitled to the 
pitefiil thanks of all the wandering aborigines who ever 
aid or ever will pass over it. 

It is an evil much to be lamented, that none of the 
voitby writers above quoted, could ever rooimeoce his 
voik, without immediately declaring hostilities against 
crcry writer who had treated of the same subject. In this 

Kticular, authors nuy be compared to a certain sagacious 
I, which in building its nest is sure to pull to pieces the 
Bnts of all the birds in its neighbourhoud. This unhappy 
propensity tends grievously to impede the progress of 
sound knowledge. Theories are at best but brittle pro- 
ductions, and when once committed to the stream, they 
should take care that like its notable pots which were 
fellow-voyagers, they do not crack each other. 

For my part, when I beheld the sages 1 have quoted 
gravely accounting for unaccountable things, and discours. 
ipg thus wisely about matters for ever hiddeu from their 
eyes^ like a bUnd man describing the glories of light, and 
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titt beaatv and faftmiony of ooloan, I fell .b^dcia a 
■Mnt at the amazing extent of human ingennity. 

Ify cried 1 tu myself, these learned men can weav 
■yitcms out of nc^nn:, what would be their prod 
were they furnished with substantial materials--4f f 
argue and dupute thus ingeniously about subjects 
tli«r knowledge, what would be the profundity « 
obsenrations, did they but know what, they were 
about ! Should old Rhadamanthus, when he oc 
decide upon their conduct while on earth, have tl 
idea of the uselessness of their labours, be will undo 
clasi them with those notorious wise men of Gotha 
milked a bull, twisted a rope of sand, and wove a 
purse from a sow*s ear. 

My chief surprise is, that among the many wi 
have noticed, no one has attemptol to prove tl 
country was peopled from the moon— or that tl 
inhabitants floated hither on islands of ice, as whit 
cruise about the northern oceans— or that the 
conveyed hither by balloons, as modem aeronau 
from Dover to Calais— or by witchcraft, as Simon 
posted among the stars— or after the manner 
renowned Scythian Abaris, who, like the New I 
witches on full-blooded broomsticks made most unh 
journeys on the back of a golden arrow> given him 
Hyperborean Apollo. 

But there is still one mode left by which this < 
could have been peopled, which I have reserved 
last, because I consider it worth all the rest ; it 
accident f Speaking of the islands of Solomon, 
Guinea, and New-Holland, the profound father Cha 
obse ves, *' in fine, all these countries are peopled, 
if pontbhy some have been so ^by acddeii, Noa 
could have happened in that manner, why might 
have been at the *ame timey and by the tame mem 
the other parts of tlie globe ?" This ingenious m 
deducing certain conclusions from possible premises 
improvement in syllogistic skill, and proves the 
father superior even to Archimedes, for he can ti 
world without any thing to rest his lever upon. It 
surpassed by the dexterity with which the stun 
Jesuit, in another place, cuts the gordian knol— *< Noi 
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LIR) ^ iv more easy. The iababitanU of both bemi- 
Ci sre certainly the desceiidants of the Mme father. 
m fmmaon fiitber of mankind received an express order 
m HeaTcn to people the world, and accordinglif U kat 
m peopled. To bring this about, it was necessary to 
etcone all ^fficalties in the way, and tkejf have alio 
m overcome /** Pious logician ! How does he put all 
9 herd of laborious theorists to the blush, by explaining 
fire words, what it has cost them yolnmes to prove they 
iew Dodiing aboot ! 

They hare long been picking at the lock, and fretting 
: the hteb, but Uie honest fiitlwr at once unlocks the door 
f bursting it open, and when he has it once a-jar, he is at 
ill liberty to pour in as many nations as he pleases. 
liiB proves to a demonstration that a little piety is better 
ba a cart-load of philosophy, and is a practical illustra- 
im of that scriptural promise— <* By faith ye shall move 
HMBtaios.^ 

Amn all the authorities here quoted, and a variety of 
HhoB which I have consulted, out which are omitted 
JuMgh fear of fatiguing the unlearned reader — ^I can 
laly draw the following conclusions, which, luckily how- 
!vtr, are sufficient for my purpose— First, That tliis part 
if the worid has actually been peopled (Q. £. D.) : to 
■apport whicfa we have living proofs in the numerous 
ribes of Indians that inhabit it. Secondly, That it has 
Mai peopled in five hundred different ways, as proved by 
i fknd oi anthors, who from the positiveness of their 
Mrtioiis, seem to have been eye-witnesses to the fact-i- 
HMly, That the people of this country had a varieip of 
hft i rs, which, as it may not be thought much to their 
nHH by the common run of readers, the less we say 
a the subject the better. The question therefore, 1 trust, 
ifereveratrest. 



CHAP. V. 

• «teft iftf AiOkor puU a ndgMy Quetiion to the roui, 
f Ae ateieiamee of ike Man in tke Jfooi»— loAtcA not 
1% doHwers thometmde of people from great embarraes- 
mi^ bmi likewite eoneludet this Inirodnetory Book. 

TwM writer of a history may, in some respects, be likened 
ito an adventurous knight, who having undertaken a 
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perilous enterprise by way of establishing; |ug fame, CmU 
iMund in bouour and chivalry, to turn back fur no difficulij 
nor hardship, and never to shrink or quail, whateriBr 
eneny be may encounter. Under this impreanoiiy I 
resolutely draw my pen, and fall to with might and main^ 
at those doughty questions and subtle paradoxes^ wbkfay 
like fiery dragons and bloody gianu, beset the entrance li 
my history, and would fain repulse me firom the Tcry 
thresbokl. And at this moment a gigantic queatios hat 
started up, which I must needs take by the beard sad 
utterly subdue, before I can advance another step m my 
historic undertaking— but I trust this will be the Iml 
adversary I shall have to contend with, and that in tkt 
neact bo(^ 1 shall be enabled to conduct my readers ii 
triumph into the body of my work. 

The question which has thus suddenly arisen^ is^ Whit 
right had the first discoverers of America to land wad take 
possession of a country, without first gaining the coosflit 
of its inhabitants, or yielding them an i^equate oompcMi^ 
tion for their territory ?— a question which baa withstood 
many fierce assaults, and has given moch distress of suirf 
to multitudes of kind-hearted folks. And liideed» viitil 
it be totally vanquishedy and put to rest, the wocthf 
people of America can by no means eiqoy the soil iba 
mhabity with clear right and title, and quiet ntiillitT 
consciences. 

The first source of right, by which property Ui «cq«iNl 
in a country, is dibcoybrt. For as all mankind h£re m 
equal right to any thing which has never before bsi^ 
appropriated ; so any nation that discovers an QuinhafaUd 
country, and takes possession thereof, is considered ■ 
eigoying full property, and absolute nnquestioiiable empiif 
therein.* 

This proposition being admitted, it follows clearly, Ihl 
the Europeans who fii-sl visited America, were the ifd 
discoverers of the same ; nothing being necessary to tki 
establishment of this fart, but simply to prove that it wm 
totally uniobabited by man. This would at firrst appear ll 
be a point of some difficulty, for it is well known, that lUi 
quarter of the world abounded with certain animals, M 
walked erect oo two feet; had something of the 

• Grotius. Poffeiidorr, b. v. c. 4. Vitiel, b. i. c. 18, kc. 



uttered certain uointe11i|^ib1e aounds, very 
like lanf^aage ; in short) had a marvel lous re- 
loe to human bein^. But the xealoas and 
!ned fathersy who accompanied the discoverers, for 
rpose of promoting the kingdom of heaven, by 
hiDft &t monasteries and bishoprics on earth, soon 
up this point, greatly to the satishM;tiun of his 
( the pope^' and of all Christian voyagers and 



plainly proved, and ai there were no Indian 
aroae on the other side, the foct was considered as 
Imitted and establ'ished, that the two-legged race of 
I beiure mentioned were mere cannibals, detestable 
ra, and many of them giants ; which last description 
rants have, since the times of Gog, Magog, and 
I, been considered as outlaws, apd Iwve received no 
' in either history, chivalry, or song. Indeed, even 
kwophic Bacon declared the Americans to be people 
bed by the laws of nature, inasmuch as they had a 
HM custom of sacrificing men, and feeding upon 



are these all the proofs of their utter barbarism ; 

many other writers of discernment, UUoa tells us, 

imbecility is so visible that one can hardly form an 

f tbem dUTereut from what one has of the brutes. 

g disturbs the tranquillity of their souls, equally 

Ae to disasters and to proeperity. Though half 

tbey are as contented as a monarch in his most 

d array. Fear makes no impression on them, and 

as little.^— All Xhia is furthermore mipported by the 

ty of M. Bouguer. ** It is not easy,^ ** says be, 

scribe the degree of their indifference for wealth 

I its advantages. One does not well know whal 

s to propose to them, when one would persuade 

> any service. It is vain to offer tbem money, they 

that they are not hungry.** And Vanegas confirms 

bole, assuring us, ^'ambition tbey have none^ 

re more desirous of being thought strong than 

The objects of ambition with us, honour, fame, 

don, riches, posts, and distinctions, are unknown 

tbetn.. So that this powerftil spring of action, the 

yf so much MeewUng good and reai evil in the world, 

» power over them. In a word, these onbappy 
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rawtmh may be compu-ed to RbildiCB, 
dereloiMmeiit of n>»p ii ml cooipleted." 

Now all tboe pecnlarities, ■Ithou^h iu thi 
■tala of Greece they would have entitled I 
to immortal bonour, as havias reduced to 
rind and abatemioos maxiou, tbe mere 
which acquired colain old Greeki the repu 
and pbikMopbere ; — yet were they clearly 
preaeot inatance, to hetokeu a moat abjec 
nature, totally beueatb tbe human chara 
lieneTotent fatben, who had naderlakea 
unhapp)! savages into dumb l>eaalB bydii 
ad*aiiced still slroogcrpi'oofa ; (or a* cerlai 
aiitecnth ccntuiyi and among tbe rest Lu 
Amerkaoi go oaked, and have no beards 
.nothing," nye Lullui,"of the rcaaonable . 
the mask." — And even that mask was al 
them hat little, for it was soon (bund tliat 
hideous copper eomplexion — and being of 
plexioD, it WM all toe aame as if they wer 
negroes are black, "and black," said the 
devoutly crosBing Ihemielves, " is tbe eoloui 
Therefore, so tkr from being able to own 
bad no right even to personal freedom, fti 
radiant a deity to inliabit such gloomy 
which circnnutauces plainly convinced 
followers of Cortes and Pizarro, (hat these 
no title to tbe toil that they infested— th 
pervove, illilerate, dumb, beardless, btack-t 
beast* of tbe forests, and like them shi 
tuhdued or exterminated. 

From tbe (bregoing argumrat, therefore, : 
□tbers equally concloaive, which I fivbear I 
was clearly evident that this fair quartet 
when fint visited by Europeans, was a how 
inhabited by nothing but wUd beasts; 
IransaDantic visitora acquired an ioconlrovi 
therein, bg tit righi of ditcotitry. 

Tbia right being tiilly ntabliahed, we nt 
next, which is tbe right acquired by aUt\ 
cultivation of tbe soil,*' we are told, " ii 
■mpoMd by nature on mankind. Tbe i 
sppoialed b» Ibe nouiiilmKnt of its inha 



NEW VOUlL. 27 

mid be incapable of doing it, was it uncultiirated. Every 
ition it then obliged by the law of nature to cultivate 
le groand that has fallen to its share. Those people, like 
e ancient Germam and modem Tartai-s, who, having 
rtile countries, disdain to cultivate the earth, and choose 
» Hre by rapine, sre wanting to themselves, and destrve 
' htexiermuiuUed a* savage and pernicious hetuit.* 
Now it is notorious, that tbe savages knew nothing -of 
irienltare, when first discovered by the Europeans, but 
red a moat Tasatxmd, disorderly, unrighteous life,— 
■bling from place to place, prodigally rioting upon 
a spontaneous luxuries of nature, without tasking her 
■eruaity to yield them any thing more ; whereas it has 
Ma moat nnonestiottably shown, that Heaven intended 
B earth dioald be ploughed, and sown, and manured, and 
M oat into dties aixl towns, and farms, and countnr 
•t% and pleasure grounds, and public gardens, all which 
IS Indiana knew nothing about — therefore they did not 
■prore the talenta Ptovidence had bestowed on them— 
Mfore they were careless stewards— therefore they had 
• right to the aoil— therefore they deserved to be exter- 
linated. 

It ia tme the savages might plead that they drew all 
le benefits fitmi the land which their simple wants required 
"they found plenty of game to hunt, which, together 
ilh the roots and uncultivated fruits of the earth« 
miaiied a sufficient variety for their frugal repasts j — 
Id that as Heaven merely designed the earth to form the 
todt^ and satisfy the wants of man ; so long as those 
srpones were answered, the will of Heaven was aocom- 
isbed. — But thu only proves how undeserving they were 
' the blesshigs around them — they were so much the more 
ivngcs for not having more wants ; for knowledge is in 
SBC degree an increase of desires, and it is this superiority 
ith in the number and magnitude of his desires, that 
aliogaishes the man from the beast. Therefore the 
sdians, in not having more wants, were very tmreasonable 
alnals ; and it was but just that they should make way for 
le Europeans, who had a thousand wants to their one, and 
fcsrc fo ie wotttid turn the earth to more account, and by 
akivatiog it more truly fulfil the will of Heaven. Besidea 
-Gratioa, and Lanterbacb, and Puffendorf, and Titius, and 

• Taltel, b. i. c. 17. 8ts llkewije Grotius, Puffeodorf, fcCv 
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many wise men beside, who have considered the matter 
propei'ly, have determined, that the property of a country 
cannot be acquired by hunting, cutthig wood, or drawioff 
water in it — nothing but precise demarcaticm of limit% 
and the intention of cultivation, can establish the posses- 
sion. Now as the savages (probably firom never haviug 
read the authors above quoted) had never complied with 
any of these necessary forms, it plainly followed that thrf 
had no right to the soil, bat that it was completely nt the 
disposal of the first comers, who had more knowledcc^ 
iBore wants, and more elegant^ that is to say, artillcril 
desires, than themselves. 

In entering upon a newly discovered uncnkivated conv- 
try, therefore, the new comers were but taking possessioo 
of what, according to the aforesaid doctrine, was their own 
property — therefore in opposing them, the savages were 
invadhig their just rights, infringing the immntuile kiM 
of nature, and counteracting the will of Heaven— tbtte- 
fore they were guilty of impiety, burglary, and trespssi 
on the case — therefore they were hardened offioiden 
af^ainst God and man— therdfbra they ought to be cxter 
minated. 

But a more in'esistible right than either that f ham 
mentioned, and the one which will be the most readi^ 
admitted by my reader, provided be be blessed with bowA 
of charity and philanthropy, is the right acquired bj 
civilization. All the world knows the lamentable state i 
which these poor savages were found. Not only deficiot'' 
in the comforts of life, but what is still wone, rnohl 
piteouMly and unfortunately blind to the miseries of thdr 
situation. But no sooner did the benevolent inhabitaiiti 
of Europe behold their sad condition, than they imaw- 
diately went to work to ameliorate and improve it. TiMy 
introduced among them rum, gin, brandy, and the odMf 
comforts of life — and it is astonishing to read how sow 
the poor savages learnt to estimate these blessings ; they 
likewise made known to them a thousand remedial bji 
which the most inveterate diseases are alleviated tm 
healed ; and that they might comprehend the benefits and 
enjoy the comforts of these medicines, they previovly 
introdued among them the diseases which they i^ 
calcuhited to care. By these and a variety of otMf 
methods was the condition of these poor savages wonder 
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fully inproTed ; they acquired a tboasand wants of which 
tbey had before been ignorant, and as he has most 
MWCCB of happiness who has most wants to be gratified^ 
:bcy were doubtlessly rendered a much happier race of 
briiifs. 

But the most important branch of civilization, and 
rUch has most strenuously been extolled by the zealous 
lad pious fisthers of the lUmiish Cburrb, is the introduc- 
lioa of the Christian iaith. . It was truly a sififht that might 
rell Inspire horror, to behold these savages, stumbling 
UDong the dark mountains of paganism, and guilty of the 
uoet horrible ignorance of religion. It is true, they^ 
leitber stole nor defrauded \ they were sober, frugal, conti- 
lenty and fitithful to their word ; but though they acted 
ight habitually, it was all in rain, unless they acted so 
torn precept. The new comers therefore used every 
Bcthod, to induce them to embrace and practise the true 
digion — except indeed that of setting them the example. 

But notwithstanding all these complicated labours for 
heir good, such was the unparalleled obstinacy of these 
tuliboru wretches, that they ungratefully refused t» 
kcknowledge the strangers as their benefactors, and 
Mrsisted in disbelieving (he doctrines they endeavoured to 
ncalcate ; most insolently alleging, Ibat from their conduct, 
be advocates of Christianity did not seem to believe in it 
heoMelves. Was not this too much for human patience ? 
~WfKild not one suppose that the benign visitants from 
Baropey provoked at their incredulity, and discouraged by 
beir stiff-necked obstinacy, would for ever have aban- 
ioaed their shores, and consigned them to their original 
ignorance and misery ? — But no — so zealous were they to 
effect the temporal comfort and eternal salvation of these 
p^jr^n infidels, that they even proceeded from the milder 
means of persuasion to the more painful and troublesome 
oae of persecution — let loose among them whole troops 
of ftery monks and furious bloodhouiuls — purified them by 
fire and sword, by stake and fagot ; in consequence of 
which indefatij^le measures, the cause of Christian love 
and charity was so rapidly advanced that, in a very few 
Mfa, not one-fifth of the number of unbelievers existed 
m South America, that were found there at the time of its 
discovery. 
What stronger right need the European settkra aAviifkce 
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to the coiintry tlnii thii ? Have mot whole DMkwi of wiiar 
fonoed smTagea been made acquainted with a thouaaad 
imperious wanti and indispensable comibrtsy of whidi tbcj 
were before wholly ignorant? — Hare they not been literally 
hunted and smoked out of the dens and lurking places of 
ignorance and infidelity, and absolutely soonr^ into the 
right path?— Hare not the temporal thiqgi, the rain, 
baubles and filthy lucre of this world, which were too apt 
to engage their woridly and selfish thoughts, been benero- 
leutly taken from them ? and hare they not, instead thcnw^ 
been taught to set their affections on things abore ? — And 
finally, to use the words of a rererend Spanish fiither, in a 
letter to his superior in Spain — ** Can any one hare the 
presumption to say, that these sarage pagans hare yielded 
any thing more tbaa an inconsiderable recompense to their 
benefiictors, in surrendering to them a little pitiful tract 
of this dirty sublunary planet, in exchange Amt a glorious 
inheritance in the kingdom of Hearen ?** 

Here then are three complete and undeniable sources 
of right established, any one of which was more than ample 
to estabibb a property in the newly discorered regions 
of America. Now, so it has happened in certain parts of 
this delightful quarter of the globe, that the risht of duco- 
rery has been so strenuously asserted, tiie mfluence of 
cultiration so industriously extended, and the progress »i 
salration aiid civilization so zealously prosecuted; that, 
what with their attendant wars, perhfcutions, oppressions, 
diseases, and other partial eviU that often bang on the 
skirts of great benefits, the sarage aborigines hare, sodm 
how or another, been utterly annihilated ; and this all s 
once brings nie to a fourth right, which is worth all tb 
others put together \ for the original claimants to the so 
being all dead aud buried, and no other remaining to inber 
or dispute the soil, the Spaniai-ds, as the next immedis 
occupants, entered upon the possession as clearly as t 
hai^man succeeds to the clotiies of tibe malefactor — a 
as they have Blackstone,* and all the learned expound 
of the law, on their side, they may set all actions of ej< 
ment at defiance — and this last right may be entitled 
KiGHT MT BXTERMiHATiov, Or in othcr words 
miQBT BY GVVPOWDBR. 

* Bl. C^BA. b. ii. c. 1. 
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■t lest mny serapla of conscienoe thoiild remain ob 
hadf and to settle tbe qaefitioD of right for erer, Iimi 
tern Pope Alexander VI. iMued a migrbty built ^J 
k be generouBly graoted the newly discovered quarter 
e globe to the Spaniarda and Portagnese ; who, thai 
ig Inw and gospel on their side, and being inflamed 
great apiiitiuU xealy showed the pagan savages neitW 
ir nor aficctiony bat prosecuted tbe work of discovery , 
iaatMHiy civilization) and extermination, with ten timea 
fary than ever. 

Ml were the Enropean worthies who first discovered 
aca clearly entitled to the soil; and not only entitled 
e 8oil» hat likewise to the eternal thanks of these 
A aayagesy lor having come so iar, endured so many 

by aea and land, and taken, such nnwearied pains, 
» other purpose, but to improve theb forlorn, uncivi- 

and heathenish condition — ^for having made them 
inted with the comforts of life — lor having introduced 
g them the light of religion^ and, finally, for having 
Bd them OQ^ ^ the world, to enjoy its reward 1 
t aa argnraent is never so well understood by ns 
I mortals, as when it comes home to ourselves, and as 
particularly anxious that this question should be put 
t lor ever, I will suppose a paiiUlel case^ by way of 
iog the candid attention of my readers. 
: ns sappose then, that tbe inhabitants of the omkhi, 
rffnishi"g advancement in science, and by a profound 
It Into tSaX iuefiSible lunar philosophy, the mere flid- 
I oC vhich have of late years dazzled the feeble optics^ 
i^lsd tim shallow brains, of the good people of our 
—Jot us suppose, I say^ that the inhabitants of the 
, by ^ese means, had arrived at such a command of 
msryf^i* such an enviable state of pmftctibiHigf as 
iCrol the element, and navi|;ate the boundlewregiow 
icr. Let us suppose a rovmg crew of these soariiy 
laphers, in the course of an aerial voyage of disco- 
among the stars, should chance to alight upon this 
■dish planet. 

i here I beg my readers will not haye the no^iarila. 
■ to smile, as is too frequently tbe fiuilt of volatile 
rs, when perusing the (prave speculations of p(^losQu. 
. 1 am fitf ftom in^^^ng in any spoctive Fein ft 
nt ; nor is the sop p^itipp I have bei^Q niii(kjiog» «o 
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wild as many may deem it. It has lon^ been a veiy 
seriofai and anxious question with me, and many a time and 
oft, in the course of mry orerwbelming cares and contii- 
▼anc'es for the welfare am) protection of this my native 
planet, have I lain awake whole nights,- debatin^^ in my 
mind, whether it were most probable we should first dis^ 
cover and civilize the moon, or the moon discover and 
civilize our j^lobe. Neither would the prodif^y of 8ailin|r 
in the air and cruising amons^ the stars be a whit ni0f« 
astonishing and incomprehensible to ns, than was the 
European mystery of navigating floating castles through the 
world of waters to the simple savages. We have already 
discovered the art of coasting along the aerial shores of 
our planet, by means* of balloons, as the savage* had, of 
venturing along their sea coasts in canoes ; and the dis- 
parity between the former, and the aerial vehicles of the 
philosophers from the moon, might not be greater than- 
that between the bark canoes of the savages and the: 
mighty ships of their discoverers. I might here pursue aa 
endless chain of similar speculations ; but as they wouM 
be unimportant to my subject, I abandon them to ray 
reader, particularly if he be a philosopher, as matters well 
worthy his attentive consideration. 

To return then to my supposition — let us suppose that 
the aerial visitants I have mentioned, possessed of vastly 
superior ki^owledge to ourselves ; that is to. say, possessed 
of superior knowledge in the art of extermination — riding 
on hippogriflTs — defended with impenetrable armour- 
armed with concentrated sun-beams, and provided with 
vasf engines to hurl enormous moon-stones ; in short, let 
ussuppose them, if our vanity will permit the suppositios, 
as superior to us in knowledge, and consequently in power, 
as the Enrop^ns were to the Indians whien they first dis- . 
covered them, AU this is very possible, it is only our 
self*sufficiency that makes us think otherwise; and I 
warrant the poor savages, before they had any knowledge 
of the white men, armed in all the terrors of glittering 
steel and tremendou?^ guppowcler, were as perfectly 
conviaced that they themselves were the wisest, the most 
virtuous, ppweirful, and perfect of created beings, as are, 
at this jpresent moment, th« lordly inhabitants of Old 
Englandy^^the' volatile populace of Franc^ or even the setf> 
Mtkfied iit]u^.<^ this most' enlii^teoed republic. 
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liK iM suppuM, mttteovery that the aerial voyagarsy 
iiof this planet to be Dothingr but a howliof^ wilderaeuy 
■Mlcd by u8 poor aayafca and wild bea8ti^ shall take 
nai poMession of it, in the name of bis most gracious 
i philoeophic excellency, the man in the moon. Find- 
» howerer, that their nambera are incompetent to hold 
a complete subjection, on account of the ferocioas 
bartty of its inhabitants ; they shall take our worthy 
•adenty the King of Englandi the £mperor of Hajrti, the 
,^ty Buonaparte, and the great King of Bantam, and 
ming to their native planet, shall carry them to court, 
NTcre the Indian chieft led about as spectacles ia the 
irts of Europe. 

rhen making such obeisance a^ the etiquette of the 
it requires, they shall address the puissant man in the 
on, IB, as near as I can conjecture, the following terms : 
( Moat serene and mighty Potentate, whose dominkms 
end as fiur as eye can reach, who rideth on the Great 
Vf nseth the sun as a looking-glass, and maintaiaeth 
rivalled control over tides, madmen, and sea-crahs. 
;, thy lieg^ subjects, have just returned from a voyage 
discovery, in the course of which we have landed and 
:eD possession of that obscure little dirty planet, which 
Ni beholdest rolling at a distance. The five anconth 
astem, which we have brought into this august pre- 
loe, were once very important chiefs among their lellow 
rages, who are a race of beings totally destitute of the 
niDon attributes of humanity ; and differing in every 
ng from the inhabitants of the moon, inasniuch as they 
Ty their heads upon their shoulders, instead of under 
•ir arms-*-have two eyes instead of one — are utterly 
ititute of laiU, and of a variety of unseemly complexions, 
rticnlarly of a horrible whiteness, instead of pea-green. 
** We iMve moreover found these miserable savages 
ok into a state of. the utmost ignorance and depravity, 
ery man shamelessly living with his own wife, and rear- 
^ bis own children, instead of indulging in that commu- 
ty of wives enjoined by the law of natiii-e, as expounded 
the philosophers of the moon. In a word, they have 
aroely a i^leam of true philosophy among them, but are, 
fact, utter heretics, ignoramuses, and barbarians. Taking 
mipassion, therefore, on the rad conditions of these 
iblunary wretcbeii, we have endeavouredi while we 
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remainecl on their planet, to introduce among them the 
light of reason — and the comforta of the moon. We ha've 
treated them to mouthfnls of moonshioey and draughts of 
nitrous oxyde, which they swallowed with incredible Yoni' 
city, particularly the females y and we have likewise endea- 
▼oared to instil into them the precepts of lunar philosophy. 
We have .insisted upon their renouncing the contemptible 
shackles of religion and common sense, and adoring the 
proibund, omnipotent, and all perfect energy, and the 
iecatatlc, immutable, immovable perfection. Bat such 
was the unparalleled obstinacy of these wretched aavagesy 
that they persisted in cleaving to their wives and adhering 
to (neir religion, and absolutely set at nought the sidilime 
doctrines of the moon — nay, among other abominable 
heresies, they even went so far as blasphemously to declare, 
that this ineiTaUe planet wa» made of nothing more mor 
less flian green cheese V* 

At, these words, the great man in the moon fbeing a 
very jHrofoand philosopher) shall fall into a terrible pas- 
sion, and possessing equal authority over things that do 
not belong to him, as did whilome his holiness the pope, 
shall forthwith issue a formidable bull — specifying, ** That 
whereas a certain crew of lunatics have lately discovert 
and taken possession of a newly discovered planet, called 
the earth ; and that whereas it is inhabited by none bot a 
race of two-fegged animals that carry their heads on their 
shoulders instead of under their arms — cannot talk die 
lunatic language — ^have two eyes instead of one— are 
destitute of tails, and of a horriUe whiteness, instaad of 
pea>grceB ; therefore, and for a variety of other excellent 
reaiK>n8, they are considered incapable of possessiing any 
property in the planet they infest,, and the right and title 
to it are coufiimed to its original discoverers. And 
furthermore, the colonists who are now about to deps^rt.to 
the aforesaid planet,, are authorized and commanded to nsc . 
every meians to convert these infidel savages from the dark- 
ness of Christianity, and make them thorough and absolute 
lunatics.** 

In consequence of this benevolent bull, our philosophic 
benefactors go to work with hearty zeal. They seize 
upon our fertile tenitories, scourge us fi*om our rightfut 
possessious, relieve us from our wives ; and when we ar« 
uareasonable enough to complain, they will turn npoa ua 
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nyy Miserable baiixurians ! ungrateful wretches S— 
e we not come thousands of miles to improve yoar 
thksB planet? — have we not fed you with moonshine? 
ave we not intoxicated you with nitrous oxvde ?— does 
oar moon give you light every night ? — and have you 
baseness to murmur, when we claim a pitiful retoni 
all these benefits ? But finding that we not only per- 
in absolute contempt of thmr reasoning, and disbelief 
dieir philosophy, but even go so far as daringly to 
sod oar property, their patience shall be exhaasted, and 
jr shall resort to their superior powers of argnment^- 
it OS with hippogriffs, transfix us. with concentrated 
•boms, demolish oar cities with moon-stones ; nntii 
ing, by main force, convoted us to the true fiiitht they 
11 graciously permit us to exist in the torrid deserts of 
ibia, or the frozen regions of Lapland, there to eigoy 
Uosings of civilization and the charmi of lunar philo- 
hy — in much the same manner as the reformed and 
iehtened savages of this country are kindly suffered to 
drit the inhospitable forests of the North, or the impe- 
raMe wildernesses of South America, 
riras, I hope, I have clearly proved, and strikingly 
stratod, the right of the early colonists, to the po o s c a 
I of this country; and thus is this gigantic question 
apletdy vanquished : so having maiSully surmonnted 
obstacles, and subdued all opposition, what remains 
: that I should forthwith conduct my readers into the 
f, which we have been so long in a manner besieging ? 
t hold^—before I proceed anothor step, I must pause to 
e breath and recover from the excessive fatigue I have 
lergone, in preparing - to begin this most accurate of 
lories. And in this I do bat imitate the example of a 
lowned Dutch tnmbler of antif^nity,, who took a start 
tiiree mile» for the purpose of jumping over a hill ; but 
ring run himsdf out of breath by the time he reached 
! ^Mt, sat himself quietly dovkn for a few moments tui 
>w, and then walked over it at his leisure. 

KUn OF BOOK FlRBr^ 
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BOOK SECOND. 



TREATIHO OF THE SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE 
OP NIRUW NEDERLANDT8. 



CHAP. I. 

In which are contained divert rensom whg a man ekomU 
noi write in a hnrrp. Also MaHer tiendrick WudeoHf 
hie diecaverp of a Arange country; a$id how he «of 
magnijicentlif rewarded l^ the munyicence of their Btgh 

Mightineetee. 

Mt ppreat grandfiitlier by tke motlier'i side, lienBaMM 
Van Clattercop, when emfioyed to baild the large ttooe 
diardi at Rotterdam, which stands about three handrad 
jMdM to yonr left, after you turn off from the Boomtofs; 
and which is so conTenieatly constructed that all the 
Makms Christians of Rotterdam prefer sleepinijp through a 
.sermon there, to any other church in the city :..-«iy great 
Ifrandfiither, I say, when employed to baiki that fiiniawB 
cfaarchy.did in the first place send to Delft ibr a boKof 
long pipes ; then having purchased a new spitting^boK and 
»huBdnBd.weight of the best Virginia, he sat husuelf dova 
and did nothing for the ^space of. three months but amoke 
most laboriously. Then did he spend full Ihree nsoHlhi 
more od trudging on foot, and voyaging in the trekachait, 
from j^otterdam to Amsterdam— 4o Delft—to Haerlcm— 
to li^yden-.-to the Hague — knocking his head and break- 
pnghis pipe against every church in his road. Thaodid 
be advaqf^ gradually nearer and ^ nearer to Rottadu% 
aatil hC'Vame in full sight of the identical spot, wbereou 
the church was to be built. Then did be apend ttne 
months longer in walking round it and round it j co^tem* 
plating it, fiist from one point of view, and then Itob 
another : — now would he be paddled by it on the canal— 
mnr would he peep at it through a telescope, from the 
other side of the Meuse; and now would he take a birdV 
oye ghnce at it, from the top of one of those gigantic 



B, which protect the fates of the city. The good 
the place were on the tiptoe of expectstioD and 
ce — notwithstanding all ^the tarmoil of my great 
ler, not a symptom of the church was yet to be 
iy even began to fear it would never be brought 
irorld, but that its great projector would lie down 
in labour of the mighty plan he had conoeiTed. 
1, havinfc occupied twelve good montha in puffinc 
Hhifr, and talking and walking— having travdled 
Holland, and even taken a peep into France and 
>— Slaving smoked five hundred and ninety-Bine 
nd three hundred>weight of the best Virginia 
-my great grandfather gathered together all that 

and industrious class of citizens, who pi^r 
: to any body^s business sooner than their own» 
ng pulled off bis coat and five pair of breechesy 
ced sturdily up, and laid the corner-stone of the 
in the presence of the whole multitude— just at 
niencement of the thirteenth month, 
nubr manner^ and with the example of my worthy 
full before my eyes, have I proceeded in writing 
t authentic history. The honest Rotterdammera 

thought my great grandfiither was doing nothing 
the purpose, while be was making such a world of 
' bustle, about the build iog of his church 5 and 

the ingenious inhabitants of this fair city wilt 
onably suppose that all the preliminary diapters, 

discovery, population, and final settlement of 
, were totally irrelevant and superfluous ; and 
main business, the history of New York, is not 
re advanced than if I bsd never taken up my pen. 
ere wise people more mistaken in thor cooiec- 
!n consequence of going to work slowly and deli- 

tbe church came out of my grandfiather^s hands, 
te most snmptuous, goodly, lukl glorious edifices 
own world— -excepting that, like our magnificent 
t Washington, it was begun on so grand a scale 

good folks could not afford to finirii more than 
of it. So Kkew ise, I trust, if ever 1 am enabled to 
h work on the plan 1 have commenced (of wfaidi, 
i truth, 1 sometimes have my doubts), it will be 
lat I have pursued the latest rules of my art, as 
ed in the writings of all the great AoMcicixk 
«V Md wrought a very large biatory out of a«DM\\ 
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mfajecfc— which, nov-a-dayBy k conskiered one of the gseat 
triunphs of historic ddlL— To proceed then with the 
throMl of My itory. 

Ib the ever-meiBorable -^enr of oar Lord, 1609, o& ■ 
Satwday mominf, tbe^^five aad twentieth day of March, 
old ftyie^ did tMt ** worthy aad irrecoTcraUe diaoovcra 
(aa he IMS jiuUy been cdhed). Matter Heiry:HiidMi<< 
act Mil firom Holland in a atont vend called tte HaU 
Moots beinfi^ employed by the Dutch £ast India Conpa^y, 
to aeek a ncrtb-weit ponage to China. 

Henry (or, as the Dnt(£ historiana call him, HcnMdO 
Hadion was a lea&iinff man of renown, who Imd IrannJ 
to muke tobacco unier &r Walter Ralei^ and ii mU 
tohaTeb^ntfaefint to introduce it into Holland, whkk 
gained him mnch popnlarity in that ooantry, and camai 
kim to find great mTOor in the eya of tiieir fficli UfMi' 
■asMi, the lords statea-general, and also of the hooonrabk 
Wcat India Company. He was a short, m|ou^ bnway 
old gentleman, with a doable chin» a mastiff moatib, aw 
a broad copper nose^ which was supposed in thoae days to 
have acquired its fiery hue firom the conatant ncighbov- 
hood ofhis tobacco pipe. 

He wore a true Andrea Ferrara tucked in a Icathaii 
belt, and a conunodoce^s cocked hat on one side of hk 
head. He was remarkable for always jerkily up hk 
breeches when he gave out his orders, and his voice aomkbi 
not unlike the Imttling of a tin trumpet, owing to As 
number (tf hard north-westers which he had swaUowed ii 
the coumfe of his seafiuing. 

Such was Hendrick Hudson, of whom we huTc hmd 
ao much and know lib little ; and I have been that Mrti* 
cnlar in bis description, fiir the benefit of modem pawlMi 
and statuaries, that they may represent him aa he was> 
and noijt, according to thor common custom, with modsm 
heroes, make him look like Caesar, or Marcus Anrelin^ or 
the Apcrflo of Belvidere. 

As chief mate and favourite companion, the comraodire 
chose Master Robert Juet, of Limehouse, in EoglMd. 
By some his name has been spelled Chgwit, and ascrilwl 
to the circumstance of his having been the first man ttai 
over chewed tobacco; but this I believe to be a am 
flippaocy ; more especially aa certain of hb progcinr mi 
aunag at this day, who' write their names Juet, Ha wm 
an okioomrade and eai\^ idbooViaaXA <^( thA ^great Qadmi 
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irhoin lie had often played truant and sailed chip 
ia a neighbouring pondy when they were little bori ; 
whence it is said tlie commodore first derived m 
•wards a seafaring life. Certain it is, that the old 
• abomi Limehonse declared Roliert JneC to he an 
cy vrchiii} prone to mischief, tliat would one day or 
Bome to the gallows. 

grew up as boya of that kind often grow up, a 
ng heedleM yarlet, tossed ahout in all quarters of the 
.meeting with more perils and wonders tiian did 
I tlie taBor, without growing a whit more wise^ 
ity or HI natured. VnHur erery misfortune he oonw 
fatmaelf with a quid of tobacco^ and the truly pldlo- 
maxim, that ^ it will he all the same thing a hun- 
reuu heocc.^ He was skilled in the art or earring 
« and true lorers* knots on the bulk-heads and 
r-imiiings, and was consklered a great wit on board 
n consequence of his pla3ring pranks on erery body 
I, and Wow and then eren muung a wry face at old 
id^ when his back was turned, 
tfiia universal genius are we indebted fbr many 
ulars concerning this voyage, of which he wrote a 
f at the request of the commodore, who had an 
qucrable ayersion to writing himsdf, firom having 
ed fo many flogginp about it when at sdiool. To 
f the deficiencies of Master Juet^ journal, wluch is 
k with true log book brevity, 1 have availed myself 
en fitmily traditions, handed down Irom my great 
grandfiitlier, who accompanied the expedition in the 
ny of cabin boy. 

m all that I can lean, few hicidents worthy of 
k haplpened in the yoyage; and it mortifies me 
Ungly, that I have to admit so noted an expedition 
ly work without making any more of it-^Qh ! that 
the advantages of that most authentic writer of yore^ 
aoius Rhodius, who, in his account of the famous 
lautic expedition, has the whole mythology at his 
al, and elevates Jason and his compeers into heroea 
lemlgods; although all the world knows them to 
leen a mere gang of sheep stealers on a marandhig 
itioo ; or that I had the privileges of Dan Homer 
Ian Virgil, to enliven my narrative with giants and 
gonians j to entertain our honest mariiieTa'*w\th axk 

L*2 
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ocCMMmal concert of sirens and mermaids, and now and 
then with the raree-sbuw of honest old Neptune and bb 
fleet of firolicsome cruisers. But, alas ! the good okl timci 
bare kmi^ gone by, when yonr waggish deities would desrend 
upon this terraqueous globe, in their own proper persons, 
tad play their pranks upon its wondering inhabitants. 

Saffica it then to say, the voyage was prosperous and 
tranauil— the crew being a patient people, much given to 
afaimber and vacuity, tad but little troubled with the dis- 
ease of thinlung-^.4i malady of the mind, which is the am 
breeder of discontent. Hudson had laid in abundance of 
gin and sour crout, and every man was allowed to sleep 
quietly at his post unless the wind blew. True it is^ aoMe 
alight dissatisnctioo was shown on two or three occBr 
sioos, at certain unreasonable conduct of Commodore 
Hudaon. Thus, for instance, he forbore to shorten sail 
when tha wind was light, and the weather serene^ which 
was considered among the most experienaed Dutch sea- 
men, as certain wetMir brmdersy or prognostics^ that the 
weather would change for the worse. He acted, more- 
ovcr, in direct contradiction to that ancient and sage rule 
of tbeDutch navigators, who always took in sail at night; 
put the helm aport, and turned in; by which precaution 
they had a good night*s rest, were sure of knowing where 
tiwy were the next morning, and stood but little chaaoe 
of running down a continent in the dark. He likewise 
peohibited the seamen from wearing more than live ifiicket% 
and six pair of breeches, under pretence of rendering tbesi 
more alert; and no man was permitted to go aloft, and 
hand in sails with a pipe in his mouth, as is Uie invarlaUe 
Dutdi custom at the present day. — All these grievaneeii 
though they might ruffle for a moment the constitutioasl 
tranquillity of the honest Dutch tars, made but traasicBl 
impressions ; they eat hugely, drank profusely, and slept 
immeasurably ; and being under the especial guidance el 
t^rovidence, the ship was safely conducted to the coast of 
America ; where, after sundry nnimpoi*tant touchings aa^' 
standings off and on, she at length, on the fourth day of 
September, entered that majestic bay, which at this day 
expands its ample bosom before the city of New *ToriC|i 

4nd which had nevei* before been visited by any Europcm** • 

i 
* Tnw it is— asd I am not ignorant or the fact, that in a eert^ -i 
ifiociyplis] book of Tovagst, compiled by one Hacliqrt* is to bs Itaad 
s JsCter written lo Francis thfi.¥\nJto*| on* Q\vrasAib^ or itkm 
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t bcea traditionary in our finnilyy that when the 

«f%ator was tint biewed with a view of tida 

mm iBlandy he was obserred, for the firrt and oalj 

Ina life, to exhibit strong symptoms of aslnniili 

nd aduiratioA. He is wid to have turned to 

Foety and nttcred these reaMrkaMe words^ while he 

towards this paradise of the new workU-^See! 

-and thereupon, as was >^1«^^ hi* ^^y when he 

xmsmonly pleased, he did pun out such doods of 

Imeeo smoke, that in one minute the vessel waa 

ght of land, and Master Jact was fain to wait until 

b dispersed thb impenetrable fog. 

I indeed — as my great great grand&ther used to 

mgh in truth I never Iward Um, for he died, as 

e expected, before 1 was bom — « It was Indeed 

Ml wfaicfa the eye might have revdied for cver^ In 

w and never ending beauties.** The island of 

mtA spread wide before them, like some sweet 

r &ncy, or some fiiir creation of industrious magic 

of smiling green swelled gently one above another, 

with loifty trees of luxuriant growth j some 

' their tapering foliage towards the ctoods^ which 

jrionsly transparent ; and othen loaded with a 

burden of clambering vines, bowing their branchsa 

, on whidi Mine writen are inclined to foand a belief, that 
htttal bay bad been visited nearly a cenlnry preriooi to iba 
r the cnterpriaing Hudion. Now this (albeit it baa met 

coantenance of certain very Judicious and learned aiea) I 
ittar disbelief, and that for various good and subataanal 
-First, Because, on strict fTswination, it will be found that 
iptioa given by tiiis Varazaaal applies about as well to ths 
sw York as it does to my night am.— Secondly, Because 
JTobn Verassani. for whom I already begin to Rel a sMwt 
witf, is a native of Florence; and every body knows ths 
a of these loeel Florentiaes, by which Ibey filched away ths 
om the brows of the imsuNtal Colon (vulgarly called 
;), and bestowed tbem on their officious townsman. Amerteo 
-and I nudm no doubt they are equally ready to rob ms 
. Hodaon of Uie credit of discovering this beauteoua Island. 
y the city of Mew- York, and placing it beside their usnrpea 

of gonth America.— And thirdly, 1 award my decision in 




lor aide, I would set tnem at nought, as undeserving mj 
If theee three reasons be not snflicient to satisiy every 
f this ancient city, all I can say is, they are degeaerats 
s from their veneraUe Dutch ancestors, and totaUy 
the trouble of eaaviaciug. Thus, theiefors, the tliSeM 
Mud0oa to bis naawned duccrcrj i§ folly vlidlaiiltad. 
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to the earth, thai was covered with flowen. On the 
gentle declivitiet uf the hiUa were scattered in gay profu- 
sion) the ciog-wood, the sumach, and the wild bner, whose 
scsrlet berries and white blossoms glowed hrightlj among 
the deep green of the surrounding foliage j and hefc and 
there a curling column of smoke risiug from the little glens 
that opened along the shoi-e, fMsemed to promise the weary 
Toyagers a welcome at the bands of their fellow-creatureB. 
As they stood gazing with entranced attention on the 
scene before than, a red man, crowned with feaUiai^ 
issued from one of these glens, and after contemplating in 
silent wonder the gallant ship, as she sat like a stately 
•wan swimming on a silver lake, sounded the war-whoop, 
and bounded into the woods like a wild deer, to the utter 
astonishment of the phlegmatic Dutchmen, who had netcr 
beard such a noise, or witnessed such a caper in their 
whole lives. 

Of the transactions of our adventurers with the savagft, 
and how the latter smoked copper pipes and ate. dHed 
camuita ; how they brought great store of tobacco and 
oysters ; tiow they shot one of the shi^^s crew, and hi»w 
. he was buried, I shall say nothing ', being that I conskkr 
them unimportant to my history. After tarrying a fev 
days in the bay, in order to refresh themselves after their 
■eaSrearinff, our voyagers weighed anchor, to explore i 
mighty liver which emptied into the bay. This river, it 
is said, was known among the savages by the name of the 
Skait muc k ; though we are assured in an excellent little 
history published in 1674, by John Josselyn, Gent., Unt 
it was called the Mak^gam^f and Master Richard BlooaM^ 
who wrote some time afterwards, asserts the same »si» 
that I very much incline in favour of the opinion of thoe 
two honest gentlemen. Be this as it may, up this river 
did the adventurous Hendrick proceed, little donbtiag 
but it would turn out to be the much looked-for passsge 
toChma! 

The journal goes on to make mention of divers inter- 
views between the crew and the natives in the voyage vp 
Ae river ; but as they would be impertinent to my hi^ory, 
I shall pass over them in silence, except the following dry 
joke, played off by the old commodore and his school- 
fellow Robert Juet ^ which doeM such vast credit to their 

* This river is likewise laid down iif OgilTy's map, as M^iduitbui, 
Noordip MoDtsigBe,aii(l M»u\1\va uv«c. 
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■liA |riiilowphy, that I cannot refhim fron ioHrt- 
* Our maiiter and his mate lietermined to try lonie 
taieTe men of tlie <»aiitrey) whether they had any 
e in them. So they tooke them downe nto the 
id save them ao much wine and acqua vite that 
B all merrie ; and one of them and hia wife with 
icfa sate so modentlyy as any of onr conntrey* 
rould do in a Btrange place. In the end, one of 
I dranke, which had been aboard our ihip all the 
we had been there, and that waa itrange to them, 
could not tell bow to take it *. 
If satisfied himself by this ingenioua experiment, 
natiTes were an honest, social race of jolly roysters, 

no object on to a drinking bont, and were very 
. their cups, the old commodore chuckled hugely 
If, and thrusting a double quid of tobacco in his 
irccted Master Juet to have it carefully recorded, 
latisfiBurtion of all the natural philosophers of the 
y of Leyden — which done, he proceeded on his 

with great self-complacency. After s<iiliug, 
, above a hundred miles up the rivei*, he found 
:ery world around him began to grow more 
and confined, the current more rapid, and per- 
esh — phenomena not uncommon in the ascent of 
•ut which puzzled the honest Dutchmen pruiiigi- 
A consultation was therefore called, and having 
led full six hours, they were brought to a detcr- 
1 by the sbip^s running aground ; whereupon ihcy 
msly concluded, that there was but little chance 
ng to China in that direction. A boat, however, 
patched to explore higher up the river, which on 
n confirmed the opinion : upon this the ship was 
off and put about with great difficulty, being like 

her sex, exceeding hard to govern ; and tli^ ad- 
us Hudson, according to the account of my great 
andfather, returned down the river — with a prodi- 
» in his ear ! 

satisfied that there was little likelihood of getting 
&, unless, like the blind man, he returned finom 
be set out, and took a fVesh start, he forthwith 
id the sea to Holland, where he was received with 
elcome by the honourable East India Company, 
re very much rejoiced to see him come back safe 

• Jiiet's Joura. Parch. Pil. 
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^wHh tbeir ship ; and mt a larfe and respectable meetinf 
of tlie fint mercbantB and bu^omasten of AmstcrdBiiiy 
it wai npani mnwrfy detemiiied, that as a nranifionit 
raward for the eminent semces be had pcrfomwd, and the 
important discoTery be had made, the great river Mohefan 
sboald be called after his wune!— and it continues to ba 
called Hudson riTcr unto this very day. 



CHAP. II 

Cmitaitiimg an aeetnmi of a migkiff Ark wUdk JhaM 
wider the praiecti<m of Si, NiehoUu frcm HoUtmA to 
Gibbet Island^the deteent qf ike etrange Awtmaie Iktre- 
fr om a great Victory^ amda detertptUm qf ike amekmt 

viUage qf Commwii^paw, 

Tri delectable accounts given by the j^reat Hudson and 
Master Jnet, of the country they had discoTeredy exdCed 
not a Ultle talk and speculation among the good people of 
Holland. Letters patent were inranted by gover n ment to 
aii association of merchants, called the Weal India Gun- 
pany, for the exclusive trade on Hudson rivery on which 
they erected a trading house called Fort Aurania, or 
Orange, from whence did spring the gieat city of Albany. 
But I forbear to dwell on the various commercial and 
colonizing enterprises which took place ; among which was 
that of Mynheer Adrian Block, who ducovered and gave 
a name to Block Island, since fomons for its cheese— 
and shall barely confine m3f8elf to that, which gave birth 
to this renowned city. 

It was some three or four years after the return of the 
Immortal Hendrick, that a crew of honest, low, Dntcfa 
colonists set sail from the city of Amsterdam for the 
shores of America. It is an irreparable loss to history, 
and a great proof of the darkness of the age, and the lament- 
able neglect of the noble art of book-making, since so. 
industriously cultivated by knowing sea captains, and 
learned supercargoes, that an esqpedition so interestlag 
and important in its results, should be passed over In 
ntter silence. To my great great gprandfother am I again 
indebted for the few facts I am enabled to g^e concerning 
it; he having once vioce embarked for this country, with a 
/u/l detcrmunlkm, at Vie wMl« •''' *>B»a ^^\iafc<^«d 
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of begHling a race of Knickerbockers that should rise to 
be ifreat men in the land. 

"Die ship in which tbe^e illastiions adventurers set sail 
wn called the Gcede Vrouwy or Good Woman, in com- 
pliment to the wife of the president of the West ladbi 
C(wipany9 who was allowed by every body (except bar 
husband) to be a sweet tempered lady, when not in liquor. 
It was in truth a most jj^llant vessel, of the most approved 
Dutch construction, and made by the ablest ship carpen- 
ters of Amsterdam, who^ it is well known, always model 
their ships after the fair forms of their countrywomen. 
Accoitlingly it had one hundred feet in the heun, one 
bundred feet in the keel, and one hundred feet from the 
bottom of the stem post to the tafferell. Like the beau- 
teow model, who was declared to be the greatest belle 
iii Amsterdam, it was full in the bows, with a pair of 
mormons cat-heads, a copper bottom, and withal a most 
prodigions poop ! 

TW architect, who was somewhat of a religious man, 
Gur from decorating the ship with pagan idols, such as 
Fupiter, Neptune, or Hercules (which boithenish abomina- 
iom^ 1 have no doubt, occasion the misfortunes and ship- 
wmSk of many a noble vessel), hc^ I say, on the contrary, 
lid landaUy erect for a bead, a goodly image f St. 
Nidiolas, equipped with a low broad-birimmed hat, a 
rage pair of Flemish trunk hose, and a pipe that reached 
» the end of the bowsprit. Thus gallantly furnished, the 
itaach ship floated sideways, like a majestic goose, out 
»f the harbour of the great city of Amsterdam, and all 
he belb that were not otherwise engaged, rung a triple 
)ob-major on the joyful occasion. 

Bffy great great grandfather remarks, that the voyage 
iras nnconunonly prosperous, for, being under the en pec ia I 
^are of the ever.revered St. Nicholas, the Qoede Vnmw 
teemed to be endowed with qualities unknown to com- 
mon vessels. Thus she made as much lee-way as head- 
irsy, could get along very nearly as fast with the wind 
ubad as when it was a-poop, and was particularly great 
in a calm j in coitiKquence of which singular advantages, 
ihe made out to accomplish her voyage in a very few 
hontbs, and came to anchor at the mouth of the Hudson, 
I little to east of Gibbet island «. 

* 80 called, bscasse one Joseph Aodrewa, a pirate andmurAei«t« 
lu hfuycd la ehaioB «d tiMt isktad, the 33d May, 17^. 
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Hare liftinff «p their eyes tliey beheld, on what is at 
present c^led the Jersey shore, s small Imlian vill^e 
pleasantly embowered in a {[prove of spreading elms, and 
the mitires all collected on the beach, fazing^ in stupid 
admiration at the Goede Vnmw. A bmt was immedi- 
ately despatched to enter into a treaty with them, and 
approaching the [shore, hailedj them through a trumpet la 
the SMMt firwBdly terms ; but so horribly confounded wen 
these poor sarages at the tremendous and uncouth sound 
of the low Dutdi language^ that they one and all took to 
their heels, scampered orer the Bergen hillai, nor did they 
slop, until they bid buried themsdves, head and eanb la 
the maiahes on the other slde^ where they all miserably 



perishad to a man, and their bones bdng collected, 
decently oorered hj the Tunmany Soci^ of that day, 
Ibnned that sliqpDilar mound called Haiitenlak».ktn, wbaA 
rises out of the centre of the salt marshes, a little to the 
cast oi the Newark Causeway. 

Animatffd by thb unkMked-for victory, our TaDaptf 
heroes sprang ashore in triumph, took possession of the 
soil as eonquerors, in the names of dieir High MightincaMi 
the lords states-f^eneral, and marching fearlessly forward 
carried the rilfa^ of C o m m tmipa w oy storm, ootwlth- 
standinr that it was rigorously defended by some half a 
score m oU squaws and poppooses. On looking aboot 
them they were so transported with'the excdlencies of the 
phfece^ that they had yery little ^bt the blessed St. 
Nidwlas had guided them thither, as the very spot whereon 
to settle their colony. The softness of the soil wsa 
wonderfully adapted to the driving of piles ; the swamps 
and marshes around them afforded ample opporluuities 
for the constructing of dykes and dams ; the sballowaeM 
of the shore was peculiarly fovourable to the building 
of docka-^n a woi^ this spot abounded with all tiie 
requisites for the foundation of a great Dutch city. Oa 
ns^ng a faithful report, therefore, to the crew of the 
Goede Vrouw, they one aiMl all determined that this was 
the destined end of their voyage. Accordingly they 
descended from the Goede Vrouw, men, women, sad 
children, in goodly groups, as did the 4mimals of yore 
from the ark, and formed themselves into a thriving 
settlement, which they called by the Indian name Com* 

As all the world m doubWem ^fx^CJeSk^ wnga!i&\!cd with 
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Wy it may aeem somewhat ttaperfliioua to ireat 

present work j but my reader* will picaac tv 

lat notwithBtaoding it is my chief oesirt to 

tresent af e^ yet 1 write likewise for postcrUy, 

oonsalt the understanding and airiosity of 
acore of centaries yet to come ; by which tInM 
*rf; it not for this invaluable hiiitory, the freat 
iw, like Babylon^ Carthage, Ninevehf and 

cities, might be perfectly extinct*— «iiak and 
n its own mud — its inhabitants turned into 
and even its situation a fertile sniject id 
itroversy and hard-headed investigatioa aaoiif 
e histonans. Let me then piously rescae from 
B humUe reliqnes of a place, which was the egg 
e was hatcbed the mighty city of New York ! 
ipaw is at present but a small village^ plea* 
kted among rural scenery, on that beauteous 
e Jersey Aore whicb was known in ancient 
the name of FaTonia,f and commands.a grand 
r the superb bay of New York. It is within 
bourns sail of the latter place, provided you have 
I, and may be distinctly seen from the city. 
i well-known fhct, which I can testify from my 
snce, that on a clear still summer evening, you 
rom the battery of New York, the obstreperous 
e broad-moulbed laughter of the Dutch negroes 
lipaw, who, like roost other nept>es, are fismous 
aiUe powers. This is peculiarly the case on 
mings ; when, it is remarked by an ingenious 
int philosphor, who has made great discoveries 
bbonrhood of tUs city, that ttey always laugh 
hicfa be attributes to the circumstance of th& 
r holiday clothes on. 
igroes in &ct, like tbe ihonks in the dark ages, 

the knowledge of the plao^ and being infinitely 
iturous and more knowing than their masters, 

1 the foreign trade, making frequent voyages to 
noes loaded with oysters, Duttermilk, and cab- 
!y are great astrologers, predicting the different 

tbe weather almost as accurate as an almanac j 
loreover exquisite performers on the stringed 

y faMction degenente into oyttcii.**»iKaiaies, 

, in the aacieat mapt, is given to a tlifitoC ewB^ 

DM Bobokiu to Amboy, 
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fiddles:-— in whittling, tbcy almost bonst the lar-famed 
puwen of Orpheus his lyre, for not a horse or an ox in the 
place, when at the pkwfh or before the wagi^on, will 
bud^ a foot until he hesirs the wdl-known whirtk uf his 
black driver and companion >-«nd from their amasing 
skill in casting op accounts upon their fingersy th^ art 
regarded with as much ▼envrstion as were tbe discipics of 
Pythagorss of yore, when iuitiated iuto the sacred qoartcr- 
nary of numbers. 

As to the honest bnrgbers of Commnnipaw, like vke 
men and sound philosophers, they never look beyond thor 
pipes, nor troubie their heads about any albirsout of their 
inunediate neighbourhood ; so that they live in profoaad 
and enviable ignorance of all the troubles, anxieties, ani 
fcvolutions of this distracted planet. I am even told that 
many among them do verily believe that Holland, of which 
they have heard so much from tradition, is aitnated som^ 
where on Long Island — that Sffiking-devU and tAe Vat' 
rtfiM, are the two ends of the world—that the country ii 
still under the dominion of their High MiglitineBses ; and 
that the city of New York still goes by the name Nieov 
Amsterdam. They meet every Saturday aflemoon, at the 
only tavern in the place, which piears as a sign, a aqnan- 
headed likeness of the prince of Orange; where thM 
smoke a silent pipe by way of promoting social eonvi* 
viality, and invariably drink a mug of cider to the ancc— 
of -Admiral Von TVomp, who they imagine is still swcsp* 
ing the British channel, with a broom at his mant head. 

Communipaw, in short, is one of the nnmeroos liltli 
villages in the vicinity of this most beautifiil of citieB, which 
are so many strong holds and fiistnesses, whither the pri- 
mitive manners of our Dutch forefatheiB have retreated^ 
and where they are cherished with devout and acmpokwa 
strictness. The dress of the original settlers b haaded 
down inviolate, from fother to soo— the identical braad^ 
brimmed bat, broad-skirted coat, and broad-bottoaed 
breeches, continue iinom generation to genemlion; ni 
several gigantic knee buckles of massy silver, are atill m. 
wear, tluit made such gallant display in the days Of tht 
patriarchs of Communipaw. Tbe language likeiwire ess* 
tinues unadulterated by barbarous innovations \ and m 
critically correct is the village schoolmaster in his c|ial«l» 
timt his reading of a low Dutch psalm has much the ■■• 
effect 00 the nerves «a tAie fi\V»% fA SL\MArdBKii« 
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CHAP. 111. 



!« wkkk is Mi forth the true Art of mahing a Bargain 
•'iogelker with the miraculous Escape of a great Mstror 
wKr im a Fog^'-irsd the Biographg of certain Heroes of 

Communipaw, 

Batuio, in the trifling^ digfreisioii which concluded the 
Ml chapter, dnefaBrged the filial duty which the city of 
(nr York owed to Commanipaw as being the mother 
ottkoMnt ; and havhiif ^vcn a fEUthfal picture of it as it 
tMidt mi preaenty I return with a sootbioir sentiment of 
df^pnrolMtioo, to dwell upon its early history. The 
xcw or the Goede Yrouw being soon reiuforced by fresh 
■portationa firom Holhind, the settlement went jollily on 
in magnitude and prosperity. The neighbour- 
IndianB in a short time became accustomed to the 
•oand of the Dutch language, and an intercourse 
pradnally look place between them and the new comers'. 
EIk Induuoa were much giyen to long talks, and the Dutch 
30 kmg ailenco— in this particuhir, therefore, they accom- 
■ oda ted eaeh other completely. The chiefs would make 
oaf a pcetii ca about the b^^ bull, the wahash, and the great 
ipinty to which the others would listen very attentiTcIy, 
NBoke tiicir pipes, and grunt yah mgn-her — ^whereat the 
poar » y ag e a were wonderously delighted. They instructed 
the new settlers in the best art of curing and smoking 
tsltftLiu^ while the latter, in return, made them drunk with 
fas H o iian da a nd then learned them the art of making 
mnuna. 
A briik trade for furs was soon opened ; the Dutch 
re scrupulously honest in their dealings, and 
by weifflit, establishing it as an invariable table 
if afoMapolse, that the hand of a Dutchman weighed oue 
iwd, and his foot two pounds. It is true, the simple 
^ttiBB were often puzzled by the great disproportion 
■<Hpeealwlk and we^ifat, for let tiiem place a bundle of furs 
^■Mr soko^ge, in one scale, and a Dutchnoan put his hand 
*fcot in tfie other, the bundle was sure to kick the beam 
i T^'vv^vasr a package of IVirs known to weigh more than 
' ^Cf''''' ^^ marktt of Communipaw ! 
I w ii a fingalar ftct— bi/t I hare it direct from w) 
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great great grandfather, who had risen to considerahle im- 
portance in the colony, being promoted to the ofiiceof 
wdgb-master, on account of the ancominon heaTinoi of 
fain foot. 

The Dutch poiecBWons in thii part of the globe b^gn 
DOW to assume a very thriving appearance, aiid wcra cooi* 
prehended under the general title of Nieuw Nedsrlaidlij 
on account, as the sage Yander Donck obseiTCBy of Ask 

Sat rescmbhuice to the Dutch Netherlanila ■tkfc 
eed was truly renuurkable, excepting that the fawar 
were nigged and mountainous^ and the latter levdagA 
marshy. About this time the tranquillity of the DMck 
colonists was doomed to suffer a temporary intOEraptiHb 
In 1014, Captain Sir Samuel Argal, saiUn^ under a csi^ 
mission from Dale, governor of Virginia, witcd tke IkitA 
settlements on Hu£on river, and demanded their awhafe 
aion to the English crown and Vurginia dominioBi^-Vi 
this arrogant demand, as they were in no rondilion ti 
resist it, they submitted for the time^ like diacreet mi 
reasonable men. 

It does not appear that the valiant ArpJ inokrted As 
settlement of Gommunipaw ; on the contrary. X am toU 
that when his vessel first hove in sight, the worthy '"■grfr* 
were seized with such a panic, that they ftU to nMkim 
their pipes with astonishing vehemence, inawnnrh llil 
they quickly raised a clouc^ which, combining witb tti 
surrounding woods and marshes, completely cniJafri 
and concealed their beloved village $ and ovcrimaf tht 
fair regions of Pavonia :— so that the terrible Gaptahi 
Argal passed on, totally unsuspicioua that a atnrdy.littli 
Dutch settlement lay snugly couched in the miu^ nndv 
cover of all this pestilent vapour. In commemoratm af 
thb fortunate escape, the worthy inhabitanta have eon* 
tinued to smoke almost without intermission unto tUa wy 
day } which is said to be the cause of the remarkdUa Ag 
that often hangs over Communipaw of a dear 

Upon the departure of the enemy, our 

ancestors took fiill six months to recover 

having been exceedingly discomposed by the 




and hurry of afiairs. They then called a council of wddfi 
to smoke over the state of the province. After aix nrr*^ 
more of mature deliberation, during whkh neur^ iM 
iinndred words were spoken, and almost as mndi tSfm^ 
irat smoked aa woaNd W^« wr««\ ^ certain ■bdvi 
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hnwgfa a whole wioter^s campaiipti of hard drinkiiifry 
tcrmiiicd to fit out ao armameot of caooo, and 
tfaem on a voyage of dtscovery, to March if |Mrad. 
MNne Hiore Hire and formidabke position might not 
y where the coloiiy wonki be lot tufajert to tcx- 



Kr il oi cnterpriM was entroated to the fnpcrin- 
oT Mjnheen Oloffe Van Korthuidty Abraham 
rocefc, Jaoobaa Van Zandt, and Winaat Ten 
4hvr iodabitaU J neat men ; bat of whoaa hia- 
hongh I hare nmoB diligent inqalry> I can team 
I previous to their leavnig Hollaiid. Nor need 
■ian mach surprlsey for adventoeriy like prophetiy 
haj make great noise abroad, have seldom much 
in dieir own countries; but this mndh is oeitain» 
tf yei ihiwings and off-scourings of a country are 
f composed of the richest parts of the soiL And 
innot ndp remarking how convenient it would be 
of our great men and great Ihmilies of doubtful 
mid they have the priv&ge of the heroes of yore^ 
en c v CT their origin was involved in obscurity^ 
annonnoed theamelves descendants Ikom a god 5 
never visited a ibreign country, hut what they 
cock and bull stories about their being khns 



cci at home. This venial tresnam on the tmth, 
; has occasionally been played off by some pseudo 

baronet, and other illustrioas foreigners, in our 
>ood»natured credulity, has been completely dis- 
Deed in this sceptical, niatter.^>f-fiict age. Aud 
aeation whether any tender virgin, who was acci- 
nnd unaccountably enriched with a bantling, 
re her character at parlour fire-sida and evening 
ea» by ascribing the phenomenon to a swan, a 
r gold, or a river god. 

eing denied the boieAt of mythology and clasric 
ibould have been completely at a lorn as to the 
graphy of my heroes, had not a gleam of l%ht 
wn upon tlieir origin from their names. 
Us simple means have I been enabled to gather 
iculars concerning the adventurers in question, 
landt, fur instance, was one of those peripatetic 
lers, who tax Pirovidence for a livelihoood, and like 

^enjoy a free and unincumbered estate^ i«a- 

.r2 
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shine. He was usually amiyt^ in garmeots b\ 
his fbrtuue, being; curUtusly ftiuged and faoi^k 
hand of time ; and was belmetcd with an okl fn 
a hat wkitJi had acquired the shape of a sugar 
so far did be carry his contempt for the adTcnti 
tinctioQ of dress, that it is said, the remnant i 
which ooTcred his back, and dangled, like a poc 
kerdurf out of a bole in his braahes, was ncrc 
)exoepl by the boantifnl showers of heaven. In 
was he usually to be seen, sunning himself at 
with a herd of philosophers of the same sect, on 
of the great canal of Amsterdam. Like your i 
Europe^ be took his name of M^iorilaindi (or X 
from his landed estate, which lay somewbere 
incognita. 

Of the next of our worthies, might I have 
benefit of mythological assistance, the want ol 
have just lament^ I shouki have made h 
mention, as boasting equally illnstrious pedigree 
proodcst hero of antiquity. His name was Va 
which being freely translated, signifies from 
meaning, beyond a doubt, that like TViptolomuSy 
the Cyclops and the Titans, be sprang from dam4 
the earth ! This supposition is strongly corrobon 
siae^ frir it is well Imown that all the progeny < 
earth were of a gigantic stature ; and Van Zan 
told, was a tall raw-boned man, above six feet h 
an astonishingly hard heifti. -Nor is this orig 
illustrious Van Zaodt a whit more improbable or ; 
to belief, than what is related and universally a/d 
certain of our grealeHt, or rather richest men ; wl 
told with the utmost gravity, did originally spri 
dunghill ! 

Of the third hero, but a faint description baa i 
this time, which mentions, that he was a sturdy, 
bnrly, biutling^ttke man ; and from being usuall) 
with an okl pair of buckskins, was iamiliarl 
Harden Bi-oecl^ or Tough Breeckeg. 

Ten Broeck completed this junto of adventur 
a singular but ludicrous fact, which, were I not s 
in recording the whole truth, I should almost b< 
to pass over iu silence, as incompatible with tl 
and dignity of history, that this worthy gentlem 
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■e hkre. been nkkiisnied from the most whiimical 
a Us dress. In ftct the small clothes seem to bare 
iwtrj important garment in the eyes of onr renerated 
ton, owing in all probability to its really being tbt 
t ttticle of raiment amonr them. The name of 
vwck or 'Hn Broeck, is indifferently translated into 
B r Mchca and Tin Breeches— the high Dutch com- 
ilon incUne to the former opinion ; and ascribe it to 
bvihe first who introdnoed into the settlement the 
rtbntch fuhion of wearing ten pair of br eeches . 
he Bost elegant and ingenious writers on the subject 
t in fhrour of Tin or rather Tktn Breeches; from 
ie tlieyinfcr» tliat he was a poor but merry rogne, 
I galligaskins were none of the sonndesty and who 
he identical author of that truly philosophical stanza : 

" Him why thoald w« quarrel for riches, 

Or waj such glittering toys t 
A light neart and tikin pM'of frreedU* 

Win go tbroogh the woiid, my hran boys. ** 

h was flie gallant junto chosen to conduct this 
;« Into viriEuown realms^ and the whole was put onder 
iptthit ending care and direction of Oloffe Van Kort- 
} who was md in great reverence among the sages of 
mmipaw, fat the variety and darkness of his know. 
Ibvi^gy as I before obserred, passed a great part 
I life in & open air, among tlie peripatetic pbiloso- 
fif Amsterdam, he had become amazingly well 
linted with the aspect of the heavens, and could as 
■tely determine when a storm was brewing or a squall 
;y -ns a dntiful husband can foresee from the brow of 
pOMS Cj when a tempest is gathering about his ears. 
m moreover a gpreat seer of ghosts and goblins, and 
■ %eliever in omens ; but what especially recommended 
feo pnUie confidence^ was hb marvellous talent at 
■ing, for there never was any thing d consequence 
Bsed at Ckymmnaipaw, but what be declared he had 
oasly dreamt it; betang one of those infiillible prophets 
AnHf predict a thing afler it has come to pass, 
is aopenMitBral gift was as highly valued ainong tiie 
len of PiTonia, as it was among the enlightened 
■sef antiquity, fbe wise Ulysses was more indebted 
B sleephif than Ids wnikiBg momeiiti, foe a\l 
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■■blk arkievcaeBtBy and ■eldBi ■■darlpok mmf wntt 




■ny tral J be said of Uw ffood fta Kortludl^ vfct 
Iheucc aptly doHHBioated, Oloffe tbe dreuner. 
TIm cMrtioM aMMHaders Imituhi cImmcb fke crews Ihit 
kko«ld eceiMBpeBj bun w the piiopoied cxpeditioa, 
cxboitvd ibem to repair to their boneis take a food 
nfbt'b rert, aeule ail frauly •Skan, and make their will% 
b^BTC depaitnf oa thb Toyagc iato anknowii foJMk 
And iadKd thb last waa a precaatioB always taktn by «« 
feinftithcii» erea in aftfitlaii, wbea tbey '*mBi^ nut 
adTCBtaroo, and vo3raced to Havcretraw or Kaattkilli «r 



Graodt Eeupus, or auy other fiur ouuDtry that lay 
the great waters of the Tappaan Zee. 

CHAP. IT. 

Hmt ih§ Herom €f Ckmrnmn^am Togagti to HtUjGkttt 
amd how tktff wen rweeimd there. 

And DOW the rosy Mush of mora bq^an to maatle ia 
the east, aad soon the risinir saa, emerjpng from smijhf 
(oldeaaMi purple clouds, shed his Mithsome rays on th 
tin weathiaTOckii of Cumuunipaw. It wan that delidse 
sesson of the year, when natore breaking from the chilUi 
tlualdom of old wiuter, like a bloomiiig damsel from tl 
tyranny of a sordid old lather, threw henelf btashing wf 
ten thouuad rharms, into the arms of yoathfiil snrii 
Every tnfled copse and blooming grove resounded a 
the notes of hymeneal love. The very insects, as t' 
sipped tlie dew that gemnned the gram of the meadr 
joined in the joyous epithalaminm— the virgin 
tissidly put forth its Mushes, ««the voice of the turtk 
beard in the land,** aad the heart of man dissolved awi 
tenderness. Oh! sweet Theocritus! had 1 thine < 
reed, wherewith thou erst did charm the gay St 
plaint or Oh ! gentle Bion ! thy pastoral pipe, wl 
tlie happy swains of the Lesbian isle so much delighf 
then might I attempt to sing in soft Bucolic or nq 
Idy Ilium, the rural beauties of the scene — but I 
nothing, save this jsded goose quill, wherewith to w' 
^bi, 1 most ftdn lesif^u «U poetic disportings of Hm 
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■e my nanmtlTe in hniuble prose; comfbrtiof 
rith the bope» that thoaj^ it nay notateal ao 
ipon the imafioatioD of my reader, yet it may 
1 itaelf, with vinpn moderty, to his better jodg- 
Dtbed in the chaate and simpie garb of troth, 
oner did the Brst rays of cheei-fol Phoebos dart 
windows of Cammunipaw, than the little settle- 
8 all in motion. Forth issued from his castle the 
I Kortlatidty and seizing a conch shell, blew a fiir 
ng blast, that auon summoned all Ids lusty foU 
rhen did they trudge resolutely down to the water- 
suited by a multitude of relatives and friends, 
vent down, as the common phrase expreaaes it, 
hem off." And this shows the antiquity of those 
ily processions, often seen in our city ; composed 
es, sizes, and sexes, laden with bundles and band. 
Bcorting some bery of country cousins, about to 
om home in a market boat, 
ood Otofie bestowed his forces in a squadron of 
noes, and hoisted his flag on board a little round 
lat, shaped not unlike a tub, which had formerly 
jolly-boat of the Goede Vrouw. And now, ail 
iibnrked, they bid iarewell to the gmsing throng 
beach, who continued shunting aftor them, eren 
it of hearing, wishing thrm a happy Toyajre, 
them to take good care of themselves, not to get 
—with an abundaucc other of those sage and in. 
cantionff generally given by landsmen to such as 
to the sot in ships, aud adventure upon tlie deep 
In the mean while the voyagers cheerily urged 
rse acroaa the crystal bosom of the bay, and soon 
id them the green chores of ancient Pavonia. 
rst they touched at two small islands which lie 
»posite Communipaw, and which are said to hav« 
light into existence about the time of the great 
of the Hudson, when it broke through the High- 
d made its way to the ocean*. For in this tre* 

latter loag nnce catsblisbed by cei tain of our philosophers, 
ay, hsving been often advanced, and nerer contradicted, it 

to be prettv nigh equal to a settled fact, that the Hodaon 
dlv a lake, dammed up by themoantaina of the Higiilanda. 

w Udm, boivcver, secoming very Blighty and obUn- 
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vprotr of the water*, we are told tlHt wmaj Iniffl 
Its of rock and land were rest tnm tke tDoanlaiM 
•wqpt dowa by this nraawaj river for aixtf or tercaty 
BMtai ; where toaw of tiMflu ran aproaod oa the sboali jwt 
OfpoMle CoBMMaipaw, aad formed the ideaticat Utaidl 
ia qaotfoa, while oChenidrilled oat to Ma, aod were nefw 
heafdof iBore! A raffident proof of the foct k, that th« 
rack which fonns the bam of tbeve ishuMfas n cxMtly 
■iiiilBr to that of the HighlaiMls, amf aoreovcr one of oar 



philaenphiiii, who has dilifcntly coBpared the mpmma^ 
of Ifacir rcqiectiTc mrfocea, haa ercn goaeaanr mU 




m oonfidenoe^ that Gibbet iriand was origiari^ 
nor leaa ti»a a wart oa ABthony*s aooe*. 

Leavinf these wonderfal little ides, they next comAcI 
byGoremor's Island, since terrible for its fi ow ala g fortrwi 
and grianiof batteries. They wonM by no menas^ how- 
ever, land upon tins island, siaoe theydoobled naachil 
might be the abode of demons and spvits^ which la thmt 
days did fpneatly aboand t hro agfaoat tUi saifage aad pagm 
coantry. 

Jast at this thae a shoal of jolly porpoiseB came rollhi| 
•ad taaiUing by, turning ap their sledt sidca In the sanj 
and spoating np the bnny clement in sparkliMf ahoweni 
116 aooaer did the ange Okiffe mark thia than he «M 
graatly ivjoiced. "This,** csdanaed he^ «if I mist^ 
not, aagnrs well— the porpoise is a fot, well eoaditioad 
ish a bargomaiiter among fishes— his looks betoken casi^ 
plenty and prosperity—l greatly admire this ruond foft iih| 
and doabt not bat ^is i'' a happy omen of the snoeew ol 
oar aadertaking." So mying, be directed his sqnadraa ti 
steer la the tract of these aldormen fishes. 

Taming, therefore, directly to the left, they awept af 
the strait, ▼algariy called the East River. Ami iMralhi 
rapid tide whioi coarses throagh this strait, seislqg on Ihi 
galfawt tab hi which Gonmiodore Van Kortlamit km 
embarked, hmried it forward with a velority nnpmrnUeM h 

MfooiL sad ttie moaatains wsxlof party, dropsical, and wcaklatiM 
back, by icatOD of tlieir extrans old agt. it wuMWaly rooo iqM 
tbeai, and after a rioleat straggle, efieclao its eacajpa. ThaaisaU 
to have oooie to paia is very remote tinw. probably oeforc that lim 
bid lost the aft of mnning op hilU The fotegoii^ ia a thosn h 
which I do not pretend to be ekilled, notwithstandiof that Ids nDs 
fivs it my belief, 
f 1 proHontory in^ l i\ t^ A an^>. 
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li tNwt imvigBted by Dutchmen ; insomacb that th« 
NDnodore, who had all hia life long been arcuttomed 
> the drowsy naiigatiun of canals, was more than 
ODTinced that tb^ were in the bands of some 
fttoral power, and that the jolly porpoises were 

tliem to some lair haven that was to fulfil all their 
and expectations. 

I borne away by the resistless cnrrcnt, they doubled 
isteroas point of land, since called Corlear*s Hook,* 
aring to the right the lidi winding core ot the 
«mtf where our infant nary is now-a-dajrs put out to 

they drifted into a magnificent expanse of water, 
ided by pleasant shores, whose verdure was 
ely refreshing to the eye. While the voyagers were 
r MToiiiid them, on what they conceived to be a serene 
iBBy lake, they beheld at a distance, a crew of 
1 savages, busily employed in fishing, who seemed 
ike the genii of this romantic region — their slender 
lightly balanced like a feather on the undnhiting 
! of tbe bay. 

i^ of these^ tbe hearts of tbe heroes of Commnni- 
x« not a little troubled. But as good fortune would 
, at the bow of tbe commodore's boat, was stationed 

Taliant man, named Hendrick Kip, (which being 
eted, means, dUeken, a name given him in toWen of 
VBge). No sooner did he behold these varlet 
IS uum he trembled with excessive valour, and 
^ a good half mile distance, he seized a musquetoon 
f at hand, and turning away ids head, fired it most 
dly in tbe face of the blessed sun. The blundering 
1 recoiled and gave the valiant Kip an ignomiuious 
bat laid him prostrate with uplifted heels in the 
1 of the boat. But such was the efTect of this 
dons fire, that the wild men of the woods, struck 
HMtemation, wised hastily upon their paddles, and 
way into one of the deep inlets of tbe Long-Isbukl 

signal victory gave new spirits to the hardy voyagers, 
lionoar of the achievement they giave the name 
valiant Kip to the] surrounding bay, and it has 

led to be called Kip's Bay, from tbtit time to the 

• Properly fjMMkoeek, i. e. a poiot of land. 
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prcaent. The heart of the fu«Ml Van Kortlaiidt< 
MTing no land of hU own, was a great admirer of 
peop1e*B — expanded at the sumptuoiis prospect < 
umettled country around hvoky and falling into a dc 
reverie, he straightway began to riot in the poatcfl 
rut meadows of salt marsh, and interminable pat< 
cabbages. From this delecteUe vision he was all i 
awakraed by the sudden turning of the tide, whidi 
■oon have hurried him from this land of promise, h 
the discreet navii^ator given signal to steer for 
where they acconhngly landed hard by the rocky I 
of Bdlevue— that happy retreat, where our jolly ali 
eat for the good of the city, and fiUten the turtle t 
sacrificed on civic solemnities. 

Here seated on the green sward, by the side of t 
stream that ran sparkling among the grass, they re 
themselves after the toils of the seas, by feasting lui 
the ample stores which they had provided for tbia f 
voyage. Thus having well fortified their delib 
powers, they fell into an earnest consultation, wh 
ffnrther to be done. This was the first council diam 
eaten atpeUevue 1^ ChristiaB burgben; and h 
tradition relates, did originate the gi'cat famil 
t between the Haidenbroecla and the Tenbroecksy 

afterwards had a sinflnilar influence on the building 
city, llie sturdy Hardenbroeck, whose eyes u 
wonderously delighted with the salt marshes, that 
their reeking bosoms along the coast, at the bol 
Kip*s Bay, counselled by aU means to return thith 
found the intended city, lliis was strenuously opp< 
the unbendiug Teubt-oeck, and many testy ai^ 
passed between them. The particulars of this -cout 
nave not reached us, which m ever to be lamento 
much b certain, that the sage Oloffe put an end 
dispute, by determining to explore still further in tfa 
which the mjrsterious porpoises had so clearly pointi 
whovupon the sturdy Tough Breeches abandon 
expedition, took possession of a neighbouriog bill, s 
fit of great wrath peopled all that tract of country, 
has continued to be inhabited by the Hardenbroecl 
this very day. 

By this time the jolly Phosbus, like some wanton 
sporting on the side of a green hill, began to roll dc 
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7 of the heavenf j and now, the tide baviniif once 
unied in their favoary the reiolute Pavoniam again 
tted tbemaelTet to itt discretion, and coattinf along 
satem tborcsy were borne towards the ttraitt of 
'cU'a Island. 

here the capricious wanderings of the .cunranty 
oed not a little marrel and perplexity to these 
MM mariners. Now would they be caught by the 
[ eddies, and, sweeping round a jutting pointy 
vSad deep into some romantic little cove, that 
d tfie fur island of Manna-batta ; now they were 
I aairowly by the Tery bases of impending rocksy 
d with the flaanting grape yine, and crowMd with 
that threw a broad shade on the wares beneath ; 
oa tbey were borne away into the mid-ehanne!, and 

along with a rapidity that rery much discomposed 
(e Yon Kortland^ wbo» as he saw the land swiftly 
Iff oo either side» began exceedingly to dunbt that 
trma was giving them the slip. 
vever the voyagers turned their eyes, a new creation 
I to bloom around. No signs of human thrift 
«d to check the delicious wildness of nature, who 
svelled in all her luxuriant variety. Those hills now 



1 like the fretful porcupine, with rows of po^hurs, 
upstart pbats! minions of wealth and fiishion!) 
boi adorned with the vigorous natives of the soil, 
idly oak, the generous cbesnut, the graseful dm — 
lere and there the tulip.tree reared his mijestic head, 
lat of the forest — where now are seen the gay retreats 
wry— villas half buried in twilight bowery whence 
sorous flute oft breathes the sigbings of some city 
— diere the fish^bawk built his s^itary nest, on some 
ee that overlooked his watery domain. The tunid 
d undisturbed along those shores now hallowed by 
vcr's ipoonlight walk, and printed by the slender 
i beauty ; imd a savage solitude extended over 
happy regions, where now are reared the stately 
I Of the Joneses, the Schermerhomes, and the Rhine- 
s. 

IS gliding in silent wonder through these new and 
'wn scenes, the gallant squadron of Pavonia swept 
; foot of a pron^mtory, that strutted forth boldly into 
kTCs, and seemed to frown upon them as they bniwkd 



60 HISTORY OF 

agaiiwt itB Iwse. This is the bluff well known to modem 
marineri by the name of Gi^cic's point, from tbe fiuf 
cafrtle, which like an elephant, it carries apon its bscki 
And here broke upon their Tiew a wild and varied prosnec(| 
wbere land and water were beauteoiisly interminglea, ap 
fhonicb they bad combined to heighten and set off each 
other's charms. To their right lay the sedgy point sf 
Blackweirs Island, di-essed in the fresh gamitwe of Umg 
green : lieyond it stretched the pleasant coast of Sundswicky 
and the small harbour well known by the name of Halkli 
cove— a place infamous, in latter days, by reason of its htkm 
the haunt.of pirates who infest these seas, robbing OKharai 
and water-melon patches, and insulting gentlemen aaii* 
gators, when voyaging in their pleasure boats. To ths 
left lay a deep bay, or rather creek, gracefuHy receded 
between shores fringed with forests, and forming a Jdhid of 
vista, through which were beheld the silver legioBs .of 
Haerlero, Alorrissania, and East Chester. Here the eyft 
reposed with delight on a richly wooded country, diFersifisd 
by tufted knolls, shadowy intervals, and waving fines /of 
upland, swelling above each other ; while over the whols^ 
tbe purple mists of spring diffused a hue of soft, 
voluptuousness. 

Just before them the grand course of the stream makkig 
a sudden bend, wound among embowered promontories 
and shores of emerald verdure, that seemed to melt into 
the wave. A character of gentleness and mild fertility 
prevailed around. The sun had just descended, and Iks 
thin haze of twilight, like a transparent veil drawn over 
the bosom of virgin beauty, heightened the charms which 
it half concealed. 

Ah! witching scenes of foul delusion! Ah! haploft 
voyagers, gazing with simple wonder on these Cirosu 
shores ! Such, alas ! are they, poor easy souls, who listen 
to the seductions of a wicked world— treadierons are its 
smiles, fatal its caresses. He who jrields to its enticcmerti 
launcbes upon a whelming tide, and trusts his feeble baik 
among the dimpling eddies of a whirlpool ! And thus it 
fared with the worthies of Pavonia, who, little mistmstiag 
the guileful scene before them, drifted quietly on, witil 
they were aroused by an uncommon tossing and agitatiaa 
of their vessels. For now the late dimpling current bcfsp 
to broil around them, and tbe waves to boil and foam widi 
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borrific ftiry. Awakened ai if from a dream, the astunnihed- 
Olufl*e bawled aloud to put about, but his words were lost 
amid the roariii|if of the waters. And now ensued a scene 
of direful consternation : at one time they were borne 
whh dreadful Telocity, among tumultuous breakers, at 
another hurried down boisterous rapids. Now they were 
Marly daslied upon the Hen and Chickens (infamous rocks ! 
more Toncious than Scylla and her whelps); and anon 
they aecmed sinking into jrawning gulfs that threatened to 
catomb them beneath tlie waves. All the elements com- 
bined to produce a hideous confusion. The waters raged— 
the winds bowled— and as they were hurried along, sereral 
of the aafoniabed mariners beheld the rocks and trees of the 
Bcighbonriag shores, driving through the air I 

At length the mighty tub of Commodore Van Kortlandt 
was drawn into the vortex of that tremendous whirlpool 
criled the Pkit, where it was whirled about in giddy mases, 
sBlil tbe senaea of the good commander and his crew were 
orerpowered by the honror of the scene, and the strangenena 
of the revolution. 

How the gaOant squadron of Pavonia was snatched 
from the jaws of this modern Charybdis, has never been 
trsly made known ; for so many survived to tell the tale, 
ud what ia still more wonderful, told it in so many different 
nys, that there has ever prevailed a great variety of 
0|»inraQa oo the sulgect. 

Am to the commodore and fits crew, when they came to 
tbev acnacs tlicw found themselves stranded on the Long« 
Island shore. The worthy commodore, indeed, used to 
ttlate many and wonderful stovies of his adventures in 
this time of peril, which, by his account, did far exceed 
those of tbe sage Ulysses, in the straits of Charybdis. 
For be saw spectres flying in the air, and heard the yelling 
of bobfoblitts, and put his hand into the Pot when they 
^ere whirled around, and found the water scalding hot, 
%nd bdwld several uncouth looking beings seated on rocks, 
%nd skimming it with huge ladles ; but particularly he 
declared with great exultation, that he saw the losel por- 
poises^ whidi haid betrayed them into this peril, some broil- 
ing on the gridiron, and others hissing in the frying^an. 

TbeM^ however, were considered by many as mere 
phtataaies of the eommodore^s imagination, while he lay 
ia a trance ; especially as he was known to Ve fp^^eii \o 
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drtuamg ; and the trwth of tiian kts oevor bee 
aaeertoNMd. It ii certain, bowever, that to the i 
of Oloffe aod hb follovov may he traced the 
traditioos handed dowo of this manrelloiis strait] 
the devil hat been teen there, sitting astride of ( 
bacii and playing^ on the fiddl e h ow he boib f 
before a storm ; and many other stories, in wUch 
be oaotkms of putting^ too much faith. In cow 
of all these terrific circumstances, the FsTOoii 
mander |^ve this pam the name of Affe-poi; oe 
been interpreted, HeU^gisU ;* which it continna 
at the present day. 



CHAP. V. 

Bom ih§ Heroe§ cf €}owummipaw nhamed « 
wittr tham Hiitp wtni—and how ike taae Olqffk 
a D rm m' a nd ike Dream tkai he dreamm 

The darkness of night had closed upon this d 
day, and dokfnl night was it to the shipwrecl 
Tonians, whose cars were incessantly assailed ^ 
raging of the dements, and the howling of the ho 
tint mfested this perfidious strait. Bat when ti 
ing dawned, the horrors of the preceding eves 
pused away; rapids, bredEcrs, aiid whirlpoofa^ 
appeared; the stream again ran smooth and d 
and haTing changed its tide, rolled gently bach, 
the quarter where lay their much-regretted home. 

The woe-begone heroes of Communipaw eyed ei 

• This is a nsnow strut in th« Soand, at the distanot of 
above New- York. It ia dangeroiu to fbippiog, unless node 
of akilftal pilots, by resson or nameroos rocks, raelTei, andu 
These have received sondry appeHadoos, such asthe crldira 

SID, hog's backjpot, fcc. } andars very violent and turbulent 
mesoftide. Certain wise mm who instruct these modem 
softened the above characteristic name into Harl>gate, whi 
nothing. I leave them to give their own etymology. Th 
given by our author is supported by the map in VanderDo 
lory, pnblisbed in 1636, by OgiWie's History of America, U 
by a jounal still extant, written ia the 16th century, and t 
in Haiard's State Paper. And an old MS. written ii 
speaking of various alteratioBS in names abmrt this city, 
*Vl>s atU-gat, traa d* Safer, ils ont frit HeU-gate, porte d*J 
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tthd countcnauces; tbeir sqiuulroii had been totally 
Md by the late disaster. Some were cast apoo the 
a dwrcy where, headed by one Raleff Hopper, they 
iQiiWiiinn of all the couotry lying about the aix 
tone} which b held bjj^the Hopper* at thia prcMot 

WaUrons were driven by streas of weather to a 
eoaat, whera^ having with them a jug of genuine 
da, tfaiey were enabled to conciliate the aaTagea, 
np a kind of tavern ; from whence, it b aaid, did 
the lair town of Haerlem, in which their deacend- 
ive ever aince continued to be reputable pnUicana. 
the Soydama, they were thrown upon tiie Long- 
conat, and may atill he found in thoae parta. But 
oat aingukr luck attended the great Tenfarocck, 
lUing overboard, waa miraculously preacrved from 
r by the muUitiide of hia nether garmcnta. Thna 
[ up^ he floated on the wavea, like a oMrman, until 
led aafely on a rock, where be waa found the next 
g, buaily dryiiw hia many breeches in the aunahine. 
boar to treat orthe long consultation of our advcn- 
-Im>w they determined that it would not do to found 
in tbia dudwHcal neighbourhood, and bow at length 
Btr and trembling, 8iey ventured once more upon 
ij demcnf, and ateered their course back for Com- 
iw. Snfioe it, in aimple brevity, to aay, that after 
back through the aoeoea of their yestcrday*a voyage, 
length opened the aonthem point of Misnna-hata, 
ined a diatant view of their beloved Communipaw. 
here they were opposed by an obalinate eddy, that 
I all the efforts of the exhausted marinera. Weary 
ipirited, they ooukl no long^ make head agpainst 
rer of the tide, or rather, aa aome will have it, of 
eptune, who^ anxious to guide them to a spot 
n abould be founded his strong bold in this wratem 
ncnt half a score of potent billowa, that rolled the 
Comaaodore Van Kortlandt Ugh and dry on the 
9f M anna-haia. 

ng thna in a manner been guided by aupematural 
to this delightaome island, their first care waa tu 
Are at the foot of a large tree, that stood upon the 
at present oUlad the battery. Then gathering 
r great store of oysters which abounded ou Vhe«bot«> 

a2 
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•ad CBptyiof the cooteotn of their wallets, they 
■ad onde a ■amptoous cooncil repast. The wo 
Kortlaadt was obserred to be partkalarly zealo 
dcrotioos to the trencher ; for haTuifr the can 
expedition especially comnUtted to his care^ be i 
incnmbent on him to eat prufoandly for the pnb 
In proportion as he tilled himself to the very lirim 
dainty. Tiands befiire him, did the heart, of this 
. bw ffaer seem to rise up towards his throat, until fa 
anmmed and almost choked with good eating i 
nature. And at such times it is, wfaien a man's h 

■ bis tfarant, that be may more truly be said to sp 
itf and bis speeches abound with kindness and 
lowsUp. Thus the worthy Olofie having swalk 

.last possible morsel^ and washed it down with 
potntioDy felt hb heart yearning, and his whole fr 
■Mumer dilatln|^ with unbounded benevolence 
thing around him seemed excellent and delight! 
laying bis hands on each side of his capacious p 
and rolling bis half closed eyes around on the 
diversity (^ land and water before him, he excH 
a iht half smothered voice, ^ What a eharmi 
pect *.** The words died away in his throat — he i 

■ ponder on the hxt scene for a moment-^is eyeli<i 
closed over their orbs— >his head drooped upon his 
he slowly sunk upon the green turfy and a deeps 

. gradually upon him. 

And the sage Oloffe dreamed a dream— «ni 
good St. Nicholas came riding over the tops of 1 
m that se1f*same waggon wherein he brings his y 
scnti to children $ toA he came and descended 
where the heroes of Commuoipaw had made i 
repast. And the shrewd Van Kortlandt knew h 
broad bat, his long pipe, and the resemblance 
bore to the figure on the bow of the Goede Vrov 
he lit his pipe by the fire, and he sat himself c 
smoked: and as be smoked, the smoke from 
ascended into the air and spread like a cloud 
And the sage Oloffe bethought him, and he hasi 
climbed up to the top of one of the tallest trees, 
that the smoke f pread over a great extent of 
and as he considerad it more attentively, he fai 

«lhe great volime of moke assumed a variety oi 
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looi formfy where iu dim obtcurity he gaw shadowed out 
palaces aiMl domes and lofty spires, all which Usked but 
a momentf and then faded away, until the whole rolled 
offy and nothiDf but the greeu woods were left. And 
wfairu 8C Micliolas had smolrod his pipe, he twisted it hi 
his hat-faaady and laying his finger beside his nose, gave 
the asfimishfd VanKonlandt a irerysi|^ificaat look^ tbea 
■Mwntiiig fail waggon, he returned orer the tree tope and 
disippeMcd. 

And Van Kortlandt awoke from his sleep greatly in- 
stm^edy and be aroused his companions and related to 
than his dream : and interpreted i^ that it was the will of 
81. Nidiolas that they should settle down and build the 
city here. And that the smoke of the pipe was a type 
how vast sbottld be the extent of the city ; inasmuch as 
the Tolames of its smoke should spread over a vast extent 
of cooBtry. And the^ all with one Toice assented to this 
fartcrprelBtiiov, exceptmg Mynheer Tenbroeck, who de- 
ciarea the meaning to b^ that it should be a city wherein 
i little iire should occasion a great smoke, or, in other 
VQid% a Tflry Tapouring little city— both which interpr^ 
MfcNW faftTe strai^ly come to pass ! 

The mat olgect of their perilous expedition, thereftNrc^ 
hemg tn«s happily accomplished, the Toyagers returned 
annlj ^to Oommumpaw, where Uiey were received; with 
freat r^oicings. And here calling a general meeting of 
all the wise men and the dignitaries of Fkvoaia, Uiey 
related the whole history of thor voyage and of the dream 
if Oloffe Van Kortlandt And the people lifted up their 
fofees^ and hkased the good St. Nicholas, and from that 
time Ihcth the sa|€ VanCortiandt was lield in more honour 
thaa ef«r lor his great taknt at dreaming, and was pnK> 
nonnoed a most useful citizen and a right good 
whea he was tdeep. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Coniaiming an attempt otEtifmotoffjf^-aind qfthefomii^^ 
9f Ift0 ffffiA atjf of Nem-Awut€rdam. 

Tri oriffioftl name of the island, wberein tlie tquadron 
Ctrnmanipftw was thus propUiously throwoy is a mail 
of some dispute, and has already undergone consideral 
titiation— a melancholy proof of the instability of all sa 
lunary things, and the ranity of all our hopes of lavtii 
Ikme; for who can expect his name will live to posteril 
when ereo the names of mi|^hty islands are thus soon k 
in contradiction and uncertamty ! 

The name most current at tfie present day, and whw 
is likewise countenanced by the great historian Vaod 
Donck, is Manihatton: which is said to have originati 
in a custom among the squaws, in the early settlement, 
wearing men*s hats, as is still done among many tribe 
^ Hence,'* as we are told by an old goyemor^wbo w; 
somewhat of a wag, and 6oorished almwt a century sine 
and had paid a visit to the wits of Philadelphia^— <* Hem 
arose the appellation of man-hat-on, first giren to tl 
Indians, and afterwards to the island :** a stupid join !• 
but well enough for a governor. 

Among the more venerable sources of informatioB fi 
this subject, is that valuable history of the American po 
•essions, written by master Richard Blome, inr 1687< 
wherein it is called Manhadaes and Manahannet ; m 
must I forget the excellent little book, full of predoii 
matter, of that authentic historian, John Jo6selyn,,CScat 
who expressly calls it Manhadaes. 
' Another etymology still more ancient, and aanctioac 
by the countenance of our ever to be lamented Dutc 
ancestors, is that found in certain letters still extant; 
which passed between the early governors and their neigl 
liouring powers, wherein it is called indiflTerently Mei 
hattoes, Munhatoe, and Manhattoes, which are evident! 
unimportant variations of the same name 5 for ourwii 

* This history ii to be found in the libnury of the New-York Hit 
toiical Society. 
' f Idem. 
t Vide flsxard's Col. SUt P&p. 
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inrefiiUiera set little store by those oiceties either in ortho- 
irmphy or orthoepy, which form the sole study and 
moition of many learned men and women of this hyper- 
ritical age. This last name is said to be derived from the 
reat Indian spirit Manetho ; who was supposed to make 
lis island bis faTourite abode on account of its uncomnson 
eiigfats. For the Indian traditions affirm, that the bay 
"as once a translucid lake, filled with silver and golden 
sh, ia the midst of which lay this beautiful island^ covered 
ith every variety of fruits and flowers ; but that the 
sdden irruption of the Hudson hiid waste these blissful 
ceueHy and Manetho touk his flight beyond the great 
Iters of. Ontario. 

These, however, tufQ &bulous legends, to which very 
lotions credence must be giv^ j imd although I am wif- 
Bg to admit the last qnotra orthography of the name^ as 
try suitable for prose, yet is tliere another one founded 
1 still nMire ancient and indisputable authority, which I 
urticnlarijr delight in, seeing that it is at once poetical, 
ctod^ions, and significant ; and thb is recorded in the 
!lbreiuentioned voyage of the great Hudson, written by 
aster Juet : who clearly and correctly calls it MaKNA- 
iTA ; that is to say, the island of Mauba, or, in other 
wds, ** a land flowing with milk and honey !** 
It Iwving been solemnly resolved that the seat of empke 
ould be transferred trom the green shores of Pavonia to 
is delectable island, a vast multitude embarked and 
imted across the mouth of the Hudson, under the 
idance of Olofie the Dreamer, H'ho was appointed pro- 
:tor or patron to the new settlement. 
And bare let me bear testimony to the matchless honesty 
d magnanimity of our worthy forefiithers, who purchased 
* sofl of the native Indians, before erecting a single roof | 
arcamstance singular and almost incredible in the annals 
discovery and colonization. 

The first settlement was made on the south-west point 
the island, on the very spot whera the good Si. Nicholas 
i appeared in the dream. Here they built a mighty 
d impregnable fort and trading house, called Fort 
Bsterdam, which stood on that eminence at present 
Mpied by the custom-house, with the open space now 
led the bowling-green, in front. 
Around thb potent fortress was soon seen a nuinerott^ 
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progeny of little Dutch lioutes, with tiled roofs, all 
Moned iiKMt kmngly to uestle nmkr itiwallsy like i 
of half-Bedged diickens sheltered under the wings 
mother ben. The whole was surrooiided by an em 
of strong palisadoesy to guard against any sudden in 
of the savages who wandered in hordes about the s 
and Ibicstsy that extended over those tracts of con 
meat called Broadway, Wall Street, William Stre 
Penrl Street. 

No sooner was tiie colony once planted, than 
root and throre amazingly, for it would seem tl 
thrice flivoured island is like a munificent dunghill 
every Ibreign weed finds kindly nourishment, an 
shoots up, and expands to greatness. 

And now the infant settlement having advanced 
mad stature^ it was tiionght high time it should rec 
hoMrt Christian mune^ and it was accordingly callei 
JLaiitadam. It is true thero were some advocates 
original Indian name, and many of the best writen 
mrovince did long continue to call it by the title o1 
Ifanhattoes,** but this was discountenanced by the 
ritics, as being heathenish and savaeg. Besides, 
considered an excellent and praiseworthy meai 
wuDO it after a mat city of the old world ; as 1 
Bsans It was induced to emulate the greatness < 
Bown of its namesake— in the manner that little sni 
urchins are called after great statesmen, saints, ai 
thies, and renowned generals of yore, upon which i 
industriously copy tMir exaimples, and come to I 
mighty men in their day and generation. 

The thriving state of the settlement and the 
increase of houses gradually awakened the good 
from a deep lethargy, into which he had (alien al 
hnHduig or the ftrt He now began to think it w 
■QBie plan should be devised, on which the inc 
town should be built. Summoning, therefore^ hi 
■dloni and coa^jntors together, th^ took pipe in 
■ad fbrtiiwlth sunk into a very sound delibention 
ownocl* 

At the very outset of the business an unexpec 
fereaoe of opinion arose, and I mention it with mv 
rowin|^, as bring the first altercation on record 
ciNnicils of New Amsterdam. It was a brealdng i 
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be grudge and heartburning that had existed between 
bcMe two eminent burghers, Mynheers Tenbroeck and 
iardcnbroeck) ever since tbeir unhappy altercation- on 
be const of Bellevae. The great Hardenbroeck had 
raxed very wealthy and powerful from his doma1iis» 
rfairh embraced the whole chain of Apnlean mountains 
hat stretch along the gulph of Kip^s Bay, and from part 
if which his descendants Imve hetn expelled in latter ages 
ly the powerful dans of the Joneses and the Shermer- 



An ingenious plan for the city was offered by Mynheer 
TcBbroeck, who proposed that it should be cut up and 
■tersected by canals, after the manner of the most 
idaired cities in Holland. To this Mynheer Hardenbroeck 
fit diametrically opposed, suggesting in place thoeof 
ha^ tbey shonld run out docks and whaHa, by means of 
pie^ driyen info the bottom of the rirer, on which the 
own ahonld be built. « By these means,** said he tri- 
an^^hantly, ^ shall we rescne a considerable space of 
omtory mm these immense rirers, and build a city that * 
hall riral Amsterdam, Venice^ or any amphibious city 
B Enrope.** To this proposition Tenbroeck (or Ten 
keeches) replied, with a look of as much scorn as he 
mid posdUy assmne. He cast the utmost censnle 
ipon Ae plan of his antagonist, as being preposterous 
■d agiainst the rery order of things, as he would leave to 
very true Hollander. << For what,** said he, << is a town 
ritfaont canals?— It is like a body without veins and 
Jteriesy and must perish for want of a free circulation of 
be vital fluid.** Tough Breeches, on the contrary, retorted 
rith a aarcasm upon his antagonist, who was somewhat of 
m arid, dry boned habit j he remarked, that as to the cir- 
vlation of the blood being necessary to existence, Myn- 
lear Ten Breeches was a living contradiction to his own 
■sertion ; for every body knew there had not a drop of 
ilood circulated tlvougfa his wind^ried carcass for good 
en years, and yet there was not a greater busybody in the 
vhow colony Personalities have seldom much effect in 
naldng converta in argument ; nor have I ever seen a man 
ronvinced of error by being convicted of deformity. At 
kast, snch was not the case at present. Ten Breeches 
iras very acrnnonious in reply, and Tough Breeches, who 
was a sturdy little man, and never gave up the Hat^w^> 
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ruoiaed with iMrcasing spirit— Ten Breechei 
■oraDtage of tlw graitcit rohibiUtyy bat Tough ] 
had that iBTaluabk coat of mail io argument call 
■acj^-TcB Breeches had, thercfore9 the most vm 
Toi^;h Breeches the b^ bottom— eo thai thoi 
BlreedMi made a dreadfial cfaUterh» about hb < 
haltered and bdaboured him with hard wordi ai 
arfnoents j yet Tough Breeches hung on most r 
ta the last. Tliey purtedy ^herefore^ as Is usni 
airgamcnts where both parties are in the rirfat, 
coiBhM^ to any conclusion } but tl^ey hated each of 
heartify lor erer after, and a similar hreadi i 
between the booses of Capulet and Montague d 
between the fiunilies of TenBreedies and Toogh ] 

1 would not fiitigue my readers with these dni 
of &c^ but that my duty as a fiuthiul historian 
ttat 1 thould be particular : and, in truth, aa 1 
tieathiK of the critical period, when our city, like 
twig^nrst r ece i v ed the twists and turns, that hi 
contrflmted to gnre it the present picturesque irr 
far whidi it is celebrated, I cannot be too n 
detailing their first causes. 

ikfter.the unhappy altercation I bare just men 
do not find that any thing further was said on th 
worthy of betnig leoorded. The council, consistii 
krgest and oldest heads in the community, met i 
onee a week, to ponder on this momentous suIq 
either Aey were deterred by the war of words 
witnessed, or they were naturally averse to the a 
the tongue^ and the consequent exercise of the 
certain it is, the most profound silence was mail 
the question as usual lay on the table— the 
quieUy smoked their pipes, making but few laws. 
ever enforcing any, aiid in the mean time the afia 
settlement went on— «s it pleased God. 

As most of the council were but little skiUi 
my s tcfy of combining pot-hooks and hangers, tl 
mined most judiciously not to puzzle either then 
posterity with ▼oluminous records. The secrets 
erer, kept the minutes of the council with toleral 
sion, in a large TeUum folio, fastened with mai 
clasps 3 the journal of each meeting consisted bi 
IJBci^ stating, in Dutdu that ^ the council sat 
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d UnHwe pipei on tlie affiun of tbe cotaqr.**— 
t mppcan that tke fim lettlort did aol ngtHmte 
bjr liovn, bot pipeiy !■ the ime mumt •■ tlMf 
■teaoes b HoUaod mt this very tkw | aa adaA- 
: meMTemftj as a pipe in tbe Month of atrna 
ilMBaa b never liable to tboae aoeidtnta aad 
CB tiiat ai« continnaUy potting oar dodoi ovt of 



did the piolMuid oonacil of NiW- 
Uf laMik^ and doaoi and poodery firom week Id 
th to BMNjihy and year to year, in whttt wmMmtr 
1 conetract their infant wrttleinenl : Beanvhiii^ 
ook care of ittelf, and like a atnrdy brat wMch 

to ran about wUd^ nntharkled by cloati aad 
ind other abomiaatiooBy by which yonr aotaUa 
I aage old women cripple aad dieUcnre the diB« 
% increaied lo rapidly in itrength aad aMgai- 

before the honest burgomasters bad determlaed 
ji, it was too late to put it inexeentioa wlMim 
wisely abandoned the suligect altogether. 

CHAP. VII. 

Hi$ <ff Nem^AmuUrdam nMusstf frmi wmitf Die 
prAatUm of Oloffw^ <Ae Mhwmtr, 



is something ekceedingly delnsi?e in thas 
tcfc through the long vista of departed yean^ aai 
& glimpse of the lairy realms of antiqaihr that 
L Like some goodly landscape aidted lata 
hey receive a thousand charms from their very 

and the fancy delights to fill up their outliaca 
es and eiccellencies of its own creation. Tima 
ly hnagination those happier days of oar dty^ 
Bt New-Amsterdam was a mere pastonl tow% 
in groves of sycamore and willows^ and saiw 
ly trackless forests and wide spreading wateiBf 
id to shnt out all tbe cares aiui vamtiea of a 
rid. 

t days did this embryo dty present the lare aad 
ectaclc of a community governed without laws ; 
»eiog left to its own course, aod the liMrtMtt% 
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cm of ProvMlcacet incmuied as rapidly as thoi 
ben burdaicd with a cioaen pauniers fall of 
lawa tli^ are aaually heaped ob the backs of yi 
-rW order to laake theaa grow. Aod in tbi^ p 
greatly adnire the wiadom and suuad knowledirf 
natarc^ dkipiayed by the sage Olofie the DreanM 
f^tkm leglslatorB. For my part, 1 hare not i 
opioioB oif manidnd as many of my brother ph 
1 do- aot think poor bamaa nature so sorry ] 
workaiaaahip as they woold make it out to be ^ 
aiLl have obaenred, I am fiilly satisfied that man 
hiiflf, VQvId about as readily go right as n 
is only this , eternally sounding in his ears tha 
d«ty to go righfy that makes him go the ve 
The noble i n dependence of his nature revolts at t 
able tyranny of law, and the perpetual 'intei 
offickms BoraKtyy which is ever besetting his 
fingcr-poiti and directions *< to keep to the rig 
law dacects f^ sod fike a spirited urchin, he tur 
contrary^-nnd gallopt through mud and mire, c 
and ditches^ merely to show that he is a lad of 
out of his leading sfring4t*'^And these opinions 
subaUntiated by what I,|A?e above said of < 
ancestors ; who nerer beiiig be-preached and I 
and guided and governed -by statutes and la 
laws, as are theb more enlightened descendani 
all demean themselves honestly and peaceabl; 
of pare %norance, or in«<Mlier words— because 
no better. i**''* 

Hor most I oak t|| record one of the earliesi 
of this infiint settlement, inasmuch as it shows i 
oar fbrdatiiers, and that, like good Christians, 
always ready to 'serve God, i3%er they bad i 
theoMelves. Thus, having quietly settled themsi 
and provided lor their oim comfort, they betho 
selves of testiiying their gratitude to the gi-et 
St. Nkhoias, ibr fis protecting care, in guidii 
this delectable abtide. To this end they built 
goodly dmpel within the fort, which they con 
his name ; whereupon he immediately took tl 
New AmsteMam under bis peculiar patronage, 
ever -since been, and 1 devoutly hope will e< 
liitehu- saint of lUis exfieUent city. 
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1 am tnortawer told that there b a little lefendary book, 
Homevbare extant, written in low Dutch, which rays, that 
the iinpfe cif this renowned saint, which whilome fraced 
the bowsprit of the Goede Vronw, was elevated in front of 
lUs chapel, in the very centre of what, in modem dajrSf 
is calkd the Bowling Green. And the legend Airtlier 
treata of divers miracm wrought by the mi^ty pipe wbidi 
the aaint held in hb mouth j a whiff of which was a sove- 
rrign cure for an indigestion— an invaluable reliqne in this 
oolniy of brave trenchermen. As, however, in spite of 
the moat diligent search, I cannot lay my hands upon this 
little hooky I must confess that I entertain considerable 
dsubt oo the subject. 

Thus benignly fostered by the good St. Nicholas, the 
barghcrs of New Amsterdam beheld their settlement 
iacrcase io magnitude and population, and soon become 
ffae metropolis of divers settlements, and an extensive 
loritory. Already had the diwstrous pride of colonies 
«sd dependencies, those banes of a sound-hearted empire^ 
entered into their imaginations ; and Fort Aurania on the 
Hodson, Fort Nassau on the Delaware, and Fort Goede 
Huep on the Connecticut river, seemed to be the darling 
ofispring of the venerable council.* Thus prosperously) 
to all appearance^ did the province of New Netherlands 
advance in power 3 and the early history of its metropolis 
presents a lair page, unsullied by crime or calamity. 

Hordes of painted savages still lurked about the tangled 
forests and rich bottoms of the unsettled part of the IsEind 
i— the bunler pitched his rude bower of skins and bark 
beside the rills that ran through the cool and shady glens, 
while here and there might be seen, on some sunny knoll, 
a gnrap of Indian wigwams, whose smoke arose above the 
neiglilKnuiag trees, and floated in the transparent atmo- 

* The prorince, about this time, extended 00 the north to Fort 
Aaraab or Oruwe (now the eitv of Albany ) titamied about 160 aiUeB 
«p tfw BadsoD nvtr. Indeed the province claimed qaite to fbe river 
SL LswrsBoe : bat this claim was not much imutted on at the tims^ 
M ItM ooantry beyond Fort Aoranla wai a perfect wUdemen. < Oa 
the sootii the province reached to Fort Naaavu, on the aoutb river, 
•iaee calM the Delaware : and on the east it extended to tbeVantm 
fsr ftcob) river, now the Connecticut. On this last frontier was 
Hkowiseerectsda fort and trading house, muehabout the spot where at 
Resent is sitoatsd the pleasant towu'of Hsrtford. This was callei 
nrt Goede Hoep (or Good Hope), and was intended as will fortho 
purpose of trade, as of defence. 

H 
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npiiire. By degrees a mutual goodwill had grown up be- 
tween these wandering beings and the burriiers of New 
Amsterdun. Our beMvolent fore&then endeavotired at 
Du^ as possible to ameliorate their dtoationa by givfaig 
|he^ giik ram* and glass beads, in exchange for their 
peltrl^ for it seems tbie kind-hearted DvtchflMm had eon- 
ttvn^ a neat friendship for their savage neigfabouiiy on 
acconnt or thdr being pleasant men to tramwith^ aid 
■little. skilled in the art of making a hamin. 

Now and then a crew of thae halt homan sons of the 
foicst would make their appearance in the streets of Mew 
Amsterdam* fontastically painted and decorated wttk 
hcpds and flaunting featbers, sauntering about with an air 
.pf Ustless indifference— sometimes in the marlKt phoe, 
instmcsting the tittle Dutch boys in the use of the bow and 
arrow— at other times, inflamed with liquor, s w a g g er in g 
aqd whooping and yelling about the town like so 'maa^ 
ikend^ to i& mat dismay of all the good wivca, wlo 
wpnld hurnf their children into ttlb houMy Ikaten tte 
(dpors^ and urow water upon the enemy from the tinct 
wipidows. It is worthy of mention here, thai onr nrclh- 
tliers were rery p&rticular in holding up these wild «cn 
pB oweilent domestic examples; aod for reasoaa flMit 
nuy be gathered from the history of Bfaater Ogilri^ 
wU tells us, thaf « for the least oflence the bridegnMi 
fOfindfy beats bis wife and turns her out of doon^ td 
piacries another, insomuch that some of them have cvoy 
year a new wife.** Whether this awfol exampio had n| 
mfluence or not, history does not mention : bat' It i 
certain that our grandmothers were miracles of flddityiii 
pliedience. 

IVue it is, that the good understanding between «■ 
ancestors and their savage neighbours was liable to ocei* 
liiplial inlerruptiiMis ; and I have hewrd my grandoMlhflr, 
«iKi was a very wise old woman, and well varaed in Ihe 
Idffpry of these parts, tell a long story, of a wintei^ eMi- 
iiqr, abfyU a battle between the New Amsterdanncn mA 
At Indkas, which was known by the nasM of tlw 
«ilr/ and wUch took place near a peaoh orch 
fiist^ gl^ which for a long while went by the 
ibuAnA Valliey. 

The legeod of thb silvan war was long curveiit 
the niines, old wives, %ai other ancient chrooldesof tli 
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; but time and improvemeat have almo»t obliterated 
the traditioo and the scene of battle ; for what wai 
the' blood-stained vilky is now in the centre of this 
HIS city, and known by the name of Dey 8irmi, 

fdam and Hi d^p^ddefttics) af tength awakened the 
asllcitiBde of the mother country \ wbo finding it a 
yg and opulent colony, and that it promised to yield 
profit and no trouble, all at once became wonder- 
jixioiis about its safety, and began to load it with 
I (^ regaid, in the same manner that your knowing 
f.^Pif (Riffe to oV^whehn rich relatkms with thetr 
^4Md byviiif khidness. 

jfnuil Borha «f protection shewn by mother conn- 
o wesltky colonies were forthwith manifested \ the 
kve always being to sebd rulers to the aewtettle- 
with orderv to squeeze as much revenue Aon it an 
yield. Accofdingly, in the year of our Lord^ 1089, 
eer Wovtsr Vaw TwiC&br, waa appointed go- 
• of tiie pnrrince of 'Swbnf Noierlandts, under 4he 
Inion and control of their High Mightineisei, the 
Slates General of the UAit^ Netheflandsy tfad the 
!ged West India Compady. 

■ renowned old gentleman aiirived at New Aniter- 
B the merry month of JuAe, the sweetest month in 
e year ; when Ddn Apblto seems- to dancie i^ life 
larcnt finnaiterit^^'wfaen the robing thie tbrntii^ aiid 
Bsand other wanton tongsters^ nl;^e the woods to 
nd with amoMHHi ditties, and the luxnriuur Mtle 
icoo revels aaKmg the clover Uossoms of the meadows; 
lich happy coincidences persuaded the old AanaA of 
Amsterdam, ^hb we^ skilled in the ari of ftii«tell- 
rcpts, that this was to be a happy and provpterous 
ilstratkna 

t as il would be dcrogafory to the consequence of 
trsi Dutch gavemdr of the grfcat province of Nietiw 
rlaadls^ t« he thus scunrily introduced at the end 
chapter, I Wilt pot an end to this second book of my 
y, tint I may usher him in with more dignity in the 
■ing oi my next. 

END Of' BOOK 8SCOND. 
H2 
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BOOK THIRD. 

IV WBICB IB RECORDED THE GOLDBlf REICH € 
WOUTER TAR TWUXER. 



CHAP. I. 

€f ike reHMmed Womier Van TwiOtrf kU w»pwrM 
%>bim m c u Ukemim kU wmHvmbU witdom'Mihel 
CamafWam^SekoonkovenandBanntBleee k er^ 
ike grtai admiratUm of the PkMSc fAerwtf . 



Gribyoui and very much to be commiiented is the i 
of the Iceling higtorian, who writes the history of 
DBtiTe land. If it fall to his lot to be the sad recordc 
calamity or crime^ the mownfal page is watered witk 
tears : aor can he recal the most prosperous and bill 
era, without a melancholy sigh at the reflection, that it 
passed away ibr ever ! I Imow not whether it be o« 
to an immoderate love for the simplicity of former th 
or to Uiat certain tenderness of heart incident to all sc 
■Mntal historians ; but I candidly confess that I cai 
look back on the happierdays of our city, which I i 
describe, without a rad dejection of the spirits. Wil 
fidtcring hand do I withdraw the curtain of oblivion, i 
yells the modest merits of our venerable ancestors ; am 
their fii^res rise to my mental vision, humble my 
before the mightv sliades. 

Such are my feelings when I ivvisit the family uum 
of the Knickerbockers, and spend a lonely hour in 
chamber where hang the portraits of . my forefiith 
shrouded in dust, like the forms they represent. V 
pious reverence do I gaze on the countenances of tl 
renowned burghers, who have preceded me in the ste 
march of existence : whose sober and temperate hi 
now meanders through my veins, flowing slower 
slower in its feeble conduits, until its current shall s 
be stopp^ for ever ! 

Thoe, say 1 to myself, are but fmil memorials of 
mighty men who flourished iu the days of the patriarc 
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but wbo^ alas, have loBf since mouMered in that tottb^ 
towards which my steps are insensibly and irretistiUy 
hasteDing! As 1 pace the darkened chamber and lose 
myself in melancholy motinf^ the shadowy images anrand' 
me almost aeem to st^l oa<3e oikore into existence : their 
cottntemuKres to assume i^ aninlation of lif^-their eyca 
to pursue me in every movement! Carried away by 
the ddttsion uf fmicyy I alnio«t imagine myself sor. 
rounded by the shades of the de|iartedy and holding sweet 
converse with the worthies of antiquity ! Ah, hapless 
Diadrtdi! bom in a degenerate age, abandoned to the 
MRBtings of fortune— a struiger and a weary pilgrim iOf 
% mtive land ; blessed with no weq>ing wife, nor femily 
«r helpless children ; but dootned to wander neglected 
tWoagli those crowded streets, and elbowed by foreign 
ijkstarts fire« those fair al>odcs where once thine ancestors 
kM soveragn empire ! 

Let me not, however, lose the historian in the oMUfi, nor 
laflcr tbe doting reeollectioni of age to overcome mc^ 
sUle dwelling with fond garrulity on the virtuous dbys of 
the patwjjrhs on those sweet days of simplicity and 
esse whldl ilever more will dawn on the lovely island of 
ira«im-faBfca ! 

Tlie renowned Wuuter (or Walter) Van Twiller was 
d es c e nded from a lOAg line of Dutcli burgomasters, who 
had sncceasivcly dozed away their lives, and grown Imt 
■pes the beneh of magistracy in Rotterdam ; and who 
hiid ooahpoKed themselves with such singular Wisdom and 
propriety that they were never either hcaivl or Cslked o^— 
which,- next to bding univermlly applauded, should be the 
olject of ambition to all sage ntagistrates and rulers. 

His enrnune of Twiller is mid to be a corruption of 
the original TWj/lsr, which in English means D&ibUr ; a 
■ sm e admkmbly descriptive of his deliberative habits. 
For tbongh he was a man shut up within himself like an 
oyrter^ and of such a profbutidly reflective turn that he 
iCMM JI j ever spoke except in monosyllablies ; yet did he 
iever anke np his mind on any doubtful point. This was 
dcMrly accDdnted Ibr by hii adherents, who aiBrmed that 
he alMys ooiloeived every subject on so comprehensive 
t scale tiiat lie had not i^rti in his head to turn it oveir 
•nd fiamhif both tides of U j so that he always rtmiuned 
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in doubt) ma'ely in consequence of the 
nitude of his ideas ! 

There are two opposite ways by which some men get 
into notice— one by talking a vast deal and thinking a 
little, and the other by holding their tongues and nut 
thinking at all. By the first, many a vapouring superficial 
pretender acquires the reputation of a man of quick parts 
—by the other, many a vacant dunderpate, like the owi, 
the stupidest of birds, comes to be complimented, by a 
discerning world, with all the attributes of wisdom. Thii, 
by the way, is a mere jcasual remark, which I would not 
Ibr the universe have it thought I apply to Governor Vaa 
Twiller. On the contrary, he was a very wise Dutcfanao^ 
Ibr he never said a foolish thing ^ and of such Invincible 
gravity that he was never known to laugh, or even t» 
smile through the coui'se of a long and prosperous lifc. 
Certain, however, it is, there never was a matter proposed, 
however simple, and on which your common namnr- 
minded mortals would rashly determine at the fint glance, 
but what the renowned Wouter put on a mighty myste* 
rious, vacant kind of look, shook his capacious head, mA 
having smoked for five minutes with redoubled earnest- 
ness, sagely observed, that ** he had his doubts absst 
the matter :**•— which, in process of time, gamed hiB 
the character of a man slow of belief, and not easily tn* 
posed on. 

The person of this illustrious old gentleman was a 
regularly formed, and nobly proportioned, as though it bed 
heea inoulded by the hands of some cunning Datck 
statuary as a model of majesty and lordly grandeur. He 
was exactly five feet six inches iu height, and six foet five 
inches in circumference. His head was a perfect sphire, J 
fiir excelling in magpiitude that of the great Pericles (who j 
was thence waggishly called SchenooBphahu^ or ooios 
head)— indeed, ofsuch stupendous dimensions was it, thit 
dame Nature herself, with all her sex*8 ingenuity, w«nld 
have been puzzled to construct a neck capable of-sappoit- 
ing it ; wherefore she wisely declined the attempt, mA 
settled it firmly on the top of Ifis back-bone, just betwcn 
the shoulders ; where it remained as snugly bedded is a 
ship of war iu tlie mud of the Potamac. His body .was 
of an oblong form, particularly capacious at botliNi; 



wMch was wisely ordere d by Pi-ovuleiice, seeing that he 
was a man of sedentary habits, and very averse to the 
idle faUwar of walking. His legs, though exceedinfi: shorty 
were sturdy in propmtion to the weight they bad to sustain \ 
so that when erect he had not a little the appearance of a 
robustious beer barrel, standing on skids. His lace, that 
io&llibte index of the mind, presented a vast expanse, 
perfectly nnfurrowed or deformed by any of those lines 
sad angles which disfigure tlie human countenance with 
vhat is termed expression. Two small grey eyes twinkled 
feebly in the midst, like two stars of lesser magnitude, in a 
iiasy firmament ; and his Aill.fed cheeks, which seemed to 
hare taken toll of every thing that went jnto his month, 
were curiously mottled and streaked with dusky red, like 
a Spitzenberg apple. 

His habits were as regular as his person. He daily 
took his lour stated meals, appropriating exactly an hour 
to each ; he smoked and doubted eight hours, and he slept 
the remaining twelve of the fuur-and-twenty. Such was 
the renowned Wouter Van Twiller-- a ti'ue philosopher, 
for bis mind was either elevated above, or tranquilly set- 
tied below, the cares and perplexities of this'world. He 
had lived in it for years, without feeling the least curiosity 
to know whether the sun revolved round it, or it round 
the sun; and he had even watched for at least half a 
century, the smoke curling from his pipe to the ceiling, 
without once troubling his head with any of those nume- 
rous theories, by which a philosopher would have perplexed 
his brain, in accounting for its rising above the surround- 
hig atmosphere. 

In his council he presided with great state and solem- 
nity. He sat in a huge chair of solid oak hewn in the 
celebrated forest of the Hague, fabricated by an exped- 
eaoed Timmerman of Amsterdam, and curiously carved 
aboot the arms and feet, into exact imitations of gigantic 
eagles* claws. Instead of a sceptre, he swayed a knig 
Tkridsh pipe, wrought with jasmin and amber, which had 
ben presented to a stadtholder of Holland, at the con- 
chwion of a treaty with one of the petty Barbary powers, 
la this stately chair would be sit, and this magnificent 
pipe would he smoke, shaking his right knee with a oob- 
stant motion, and fixing his eyes for hours together upon a 
little print of Amsterdam^ which hung ia a black framft 
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agaiBst the op|KMiie wall of the coaBcil chftoiber. Nftj, 
it has eveu beeu said, tliat when any deliiicratioii of 
extraordinary length and intricacy was dn the carptt, the 
renowned Wouler woukl abflolmtely shat his eyea Ibr fail 
two hoars at a time, that he might not be disturbed by 
external olijeett ; and at snch times the internal ooumbo- 
tion of his mind was evinced by certain regular guttural 
sounds, which his admirers declared were mcvely the 
noise of conflict made by his contending doubts awl 
opinions. 

It is with infinite difficulty I have, been enabled to col- 
lect these biographical anecdotes of the great man under 
considenition. llie iacts respecting him were so scattered 
and vague, and divers of them so questionable in point of 
authenticity, that I have had to give up the search after 
many, and decline the admission of still more^ which would 
have tended to heighten the colouring of his portrait 

I have been the more anxious to delineate fuHy the 
person and habits of the renowned Van Twiller, from the 
consideration that he was not only the first, but also the 
best governor that ever presided over thb ancient and 
respectable province ; and so tranquil and benevolent wa 
his reign, that I do not find, throughout the whole of it, a 
single instance of an oficnder being brought to punish- 
meut ;— a most indubitable sign of a merciful governor, 
and a case unparalleled, excepting in the reign of the illas- 
trious King LiDg, from whom, it is hinted, the renowned 
Van TwillCT was a lineal descendant. 

The very outset of the career of this excellent magi- 
strate, like that of Solomon, or to speak more approprw 
atdy, like that of the illustrious governor of Barataris, 
wan distinguished by an example of le|^ acumen, thtf 
gave flattering presage of a wise and equitable administia 
tion. The very nuNming after he had been solemnly if 
stalled in office, and at the moment that he was malmi 
his fareakftst from.a prodigious earthen dish) filled wif 
milk and Indian pudding, he was suddenly intemiptcd I 
the appearance of one Wandle Schbonhoven, a very i 
portent old burglier of New Amsterdam, who coaipjafai 
bitterly of one Barent Bleecker, inasmuch as be fruui 
lently refused to come to a settlement of accounts, sec 
that there was a heavy balance in favour of the > 
YFaadle. Governor Van TwiUcr, as 1 have already obser 
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niftii of few words ; he was likewise a mortal 
to multiplying wrifuigs, or being disturbed at his 
ist. Having listened attentively to the statement 
idle Schoonboven, giving an occasional grnnty aa 
veiled a mighty spoonful of Indian padding into 
utb— either as a sign that he relished the dish^ or 
ihended I be story : he called unto him hu conata- 
d pulling out of his breeches pocket a huge jack- 
despatched it after the defendant as a summonsy 
lamed by his tobacco box as a warrant. 

summary process was as effect oal in those sunple 
B was the seal ring of the great Haroun Alraschid 

the true believers. The two parties, being cou- 

before him, each produced a book of accounts, 
in a language and character that would have 
1 any bot a high Dutch commentator, or a learned 
>rer of Egyptian obelisks, to understand. The sagt 
r took them one after >another, and having poised 
in his hands, and attentively counted over the 
r of leaves, fell straightway into a very great doubt^ 
loked for half an hour without saying a word ; at 

laying bis finger beside his nose, and shutting hb 
vr a moment, with the air of a man who has just 

a subtle idea by the tail, lie slowly took his pipe from 
utb^ puffed foilh a column of tobacco smoke, and 
arvellous gravity and solemnity pronounced— that 

carefully counted over the leaves and weighed the 

it was found, that one was just as thick and as 
18 the other—therefore it was the final opinion of 
irt^ that the accounts M'ei-e equally balanced— there- 
^andle should give Barent a receipt, and Barent 

give Wandle a receipt— and the constable should 
s costs. 

decision, being 8ti*aightway made known, diffused 
[ joy throughout New Amsterdam ; for the people 
iately perceived, that they had a very wise and 
lie magistrate to rule over them. But its happieit 
ras, tluit not another lawsuit took place throughout 
ole of his administration ; and the office of consta- 
i into such decay, that there was not one of those 
onta known in the province for many years. 1 am 
HTC particular in dwelling on this transactioD, not 
icause I deem it one of the most sage and righte- 
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OU8 judgincuis on record, and well worlby the attention of 
modiern magistratefiy but because it was a miraculous event 
in the history of the renowned Wouter — haag the only 
time he was ever known to come to a decisioiiy in the 
whole course of his life. 



CHAP, II. 

ConitUning some accouni of ibt ^ttnd CknmeU vf Nwm 

AmtUrdOMf us also divers eepeeitd good pkUosipUeal 

reasons «% an Alderman sihimid be fai'^mriik oCfcir 

parHculars touching the State cf ike Rrovinoe, 

In treating of the early govern^n of the ttrorince^ I Must 
caution my readers against confoanding them^ in point of 

dignity and power, with those wortjhy gentlemea -who are ( 

whimsically denominated g^vemors in tbb enlighfCMi \ 

republic— Hi set of unhappy victims of popularity, who are \. 

m fact the most dependent, ken-pecked beinga in the coaw ^ 

munity— doomed to bear the secret goadiofi and come- ^ 

tions of their own party, and the sneers aiid revilings ef ^ 

the whole world beisi dc ne t up like geese at Chrmsmi -^ 

holidays, to be pelted and shot at by every wfaister ami ig 

vagabond in the land. On the contrary, the Dutch ^ 

governors enjoyed that uncontrolled authority vested ia afl i; 

commanders of distant colonies or territories. * They were i 

in a manner absolute despots in their little domainsy kiid- j 

ing Ity if so disposed, over both law and gospdj, ani ^ 

accunutable to none but the mother country \ whichy it ii ig 

well known, is astonishingly deaf to all compkunia afsiwl ^ 

its governors, provided they discharge the maia datf iif j 
their station — squeezing out a good revenue. TUi kifll 

will be of importance, to prevent my readers fttmi hea% ^ 

seized with doubt and incredulity, whenever, in tbf coutk )-■ 

of this authentic history, they encounter the . imcowBsa - 

rircunistaiice, of a governor acting with indgpeadtfiiet, ani ^ 

in opposition to the opinions of the multitaoe. i 

To assist the doubtful Wontcr in the ardoous bmiMW 
of legi»latioov a boai'd of magistrates was appointed, whkh 
priiiidcd immediately over the police. This potent b^ty 
consisted of a schoiit or bailiiT, with powers between thm 
of the present mayor and sheriff^ Ave burgci'meeatcrsyvha 
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were equiraleat to aldermen ; and five •rliepeiM, h ho 
•fficiated as Mriibt, sub^leTilf, or bottle-holders to the 
torgermeeaterS) in the same manner as do assistant alder- 
men to their principals at the present day — it being their 
duty to fill the pipes of the loitlly burgermeesters, hunt the 
narkets for delicacies for corporation dinners, and to dis- 
dmrii^e such other little offices of kindness, as were occa. 
■onally required. It was, moreover, tacitly understood, 
tbovgh not specifically enjoined, that they should consider 
dieniaicivea as bntts for the blunt wits of the burgenneesters, 
ind abottld langli most heartily at all their jokes ; tMit this 
bst was a duty as rarely called in action in those days as 
it is at present, and was shortly remitted, in conse«|uence 
of tlir trftgkal death of a fiit little schepen, who actually 
tied of suffocation in an unsuccessful effort to force a 
laugh at one of burgermeester Van Zandt^s best jokes. 

In ictam for these humble services, they were permitted 
lo B»y yi0if and no at the council board, and to have that 
CBviable privilege, the run of the public kitchen ; being 
gndously permitted to eat, and drink, and smoke, at all 
Ikow waag junketings and public gormandizings, for which 
the SDCient magistrates were equally famous with their 
more modem successors. The post of schepen, therefore^ 
VSnt that of assistant alderman, was eagerly coveted by all 
your b uf g liei s of a certain d«cription, who have a huge 
relish te good feeding, and an humble ambition to be 
gnat wtktOf in a small way — who thirst after a little brief 
aathority, that shall render them the terror of the almshouse 
and tiie nridewell — that shall enable them to lord it over 
obsequ i ous poveKy, vagrant vice, outcast prostitutioo, and 
hangar-driven dishonestly— that shall place in their hand 
the Icaer, but galling scourge of the law, and give to 
their beck a hound-like pack of catchpoles and bum-bailiffs 

tgrfMd greater rogues than the culprits they hunt down ! 
—My readers will eiccuse this suddien warmth, which I 
cooftas is nnbeeoming of a grave historian ; but I have a 
mortal antipathy to catdipoles, bum-bailiffs, and little 
great bmo. 

The anciettt magistrates of this city corresponded with 
Aose of the present time no less in form, magnitude^ and 
■teUect, |han in prerogative and privilege. The burgo- 
■■stcra, like our aldermen, were generally chosen by 
wci|^ ; and not only the weight of the body, but \\ke!wVac 
the wagbt of the bend. It is a maxim practicaUy oViiwrvcd 
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iu alt honest, plaiu thinking, recralar cities, that an alder^ 
man should be fat— and the wisdom of this can be proved 
to a certainty. That the body is iu some maesure an 
image of the mind, or rather that the mind is moulded to 
the body, like melted lead to the clay in which it is cast, 
has been insisted on by many men of science, who have 
made human nature their peculiar study. For as a learoed 
gentleman of our own city observes, ^ there is a constant 
relation between the moral character of all intelligeut crea- 
tures, and their physical constitution — between their habits 
and the structure of their bodies.** Thus we see, that a 
lean, spare, diminutive body is generally accompanied by 
a petulant, restless, meddling mind. Either the mind 
wears down the body by its continual motion ; or elsfe the 
body, not affoixling the mind sufficient house-room, keeps 
it continually iu a state of fretfulness, tossing and worry- 
ing about, from the uneasiness of its situation. Whereu 
your round, sleek, fat, unwieldy pei-iphery b evor attended 
by a mind like itself, tranquil, torpid, and at ease j and 
we may always observe, that your well fed, robustioos 
bui^hers are in general very tenacious of their ease and 
comfort ; being great enemies to noise^ discord^ and dis- 
turbance : and surely none are more likely to study the 
public tranquillity than those who are so careftil of their 
own. Who ever heara of fat men heading a riot, or hid- 
ing together in turbulent mobs? — ffo — no— it is your lean, 
hungry men, who are continually worrying society, aBtl 
setting the whole community by the ears. 

The divine Plato, whose doctrines are not saffickitlj 
attended to by philosophers of the present nre, allows to 
every man three souls : one immortal and rational, utXti 
in the brain, that it may overlook and regulate the bodj 
— ^ second consisting of the surly and iracible pavioiis, 
which, like belligerent powers, lie encamped arobiid tbe 
heart — a thihl mortal and sensual, destitute of rtammi 
gross and brutal in its propensities, and enchained in the j 
belly, that it may not disturb the divine soul, by its ravea- ) 
ous howlings. Now, according to this excellent theni, ' 
what can 1^ more clear, than that your fat akdemnB ■ 
most likely to have the most regular and well condfitioBed 
mind. His head is like a huge, spherical chamber, €9ft> 
taining a prodigious mass of soft brains, whereon 'tte 
rational soul Wes softly and snugly couclied, as on a IWftcr 
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d the eyes, which are the windows of the bed« 
V are usually half closed, that its slumbering may 
isturbed by external objects. A mind thus com- 

lodeed, and protected from disturbance, is mani- 
36t likely to perform its functions with regularity 
By dint of good feeding, moreover, the ro«irtal 
lignant soul, which is confined in the belly, and 
y its raging and roaring, puts the irritable soul in 
fabourhood of the heart in an intolerable passion, 
s renders men crusty and quarrelsome when 
-is completely pacified, silenced, and put to rest : 
CD a host of honest good fellow qualities, and 
rted affectioiis, which had lain perdue, slily peep- 
>f the loopholes of the heart, finding this Clerberus 
o pluck up their spirits, turn out one and all in their 
raits, and gambol up and down the diaphragm — 
g their professors to laughter, good humour, and 
md friendly offices towards his fellow mortals. 
KMird of magistrates, formed on this. model, think 

little, they are the less likely to differ and wrangle 
iTOurite opinions; and as they generally transact 

upon a hearty dinner, they are naturally disposed 
nient and indulgent in the administration of their 

Charlemagne was conscious of this, and therefore 
il measure, for which I can never forgive him) 

in his cartularies, that no judge should hold a 
f justice, except in the morning, on an empty 
.—A rule which, I warrant, bore hard upon all the 
Iprits in his kingdom. The more enligrhteiied and 

generation of the present day have taken an 
; course, and have so manag^ that the aldermen 
best fed men in the community ; feasting lustily 
fat things of the land, and gorging so heartily 
ind tiu'tles, that in process of time they acquire the 
of the one^ and the form, the waddle, and the 
it of the other. The consequence is, as I have 
j, these luxurious feastings do produce such a 
equanimity and repose of the soul, rational and 
d, that their transactions are proverbial for unvary- 
lotony ; and the profound laws, which they enact 

dozing moments, amid the labours of digestion, 
ftly suffered to remain as dead letters, and never 
I, when awake. In a word, your fair round beU 
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lied bargfomastera, like a full-fed mastiff, dotes quietly it 
the house door, always at home, and always at hand to 
watch over its safety : but as to electing a lean, meddliiv 
candidate to the office, as has now and then been done, I 
would as lief puf a greyhound to watch the house, or a 
race horse to drag an ox- waggon. 

The burgomasters then, as 1 have already mentioBd, 
were wisely chosen by weight, and tl^e scfaepeas, <r 
•sristant aldermen, wei'e appointed to attend vpon then, 
and Ae^ ihem to eat $ but the latter, in the cxmrse of thiu, 
when they had been fed and fattened i»to sufficient bulk^ 
body and drowsiness of brain, becamo very digiUe cand- 
dates fbr the burgomasters* chair ; hdVii-lkiriy eaten then- 
selves into office, as a mouse eats his way into a comfor- 
able lodsment in a goodly blue nosed, skimmed ntlk» Nar 
£ngland cheese. 

Nothing could equal the profound deliberations tbt 
took pla^ between the renowned Wouter and these k 
worthy compeers, unless it be the sage dirans of soase i 
our modem corporations. They would sit for iiours saioldg 
and dozing over public affairs, without speaking a weido 
interrupt that perfect stillness, so necessary to deep feflfs> 
tion. tJnder the sober sway of Wouter Van TwiHer wA 
these his worthy coadjutors, the infant settlement waad 
vigorous apace, gradually emerging from the swampt di 
forests, and exhibiting that mingled appearance or towi 
vA country, customary in new cities, and whidi at ttii 
day may be witnessed in the city of WasbingtMi ; tM 
immense metropolis, which makes so glorious an appev- 
ance on paper. 

It was a pleasing sight in those times, to bebob tk 
honest burgher, like a patriarch of yore^ seated on Ike 
bench at the door of his whitewashed houses vnder the 
shade of some gigantic sycamore, or OTeiiianging wfflov. 
Here would he sm^ke his pipe of a sultry aflnraooB) 
enjoying the soft southern breeze, and listeninf^ with silent 
gratulation to the clucking of his bens, the oacS^ling of his 
geese, and the spnorous grunting of his swine \ that com- 
bination of iarm-yard melody, i^ieb oday trvly be said to 
have a silver sound, inasmuch as it couveya a cortus 
assurance of profitable marketing. 

The modem spectator, who wanders through the ilrrHs 
of this populous cVty, can scarcely fwm an idea of the dif- 
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fereat appcirwKe tlicy preHcntt^ iu Ihc primitive days of 
tlM J>Hibtcr. The bimy bum of multitudes, tlie shout* of 
revelryy the rumbling equipages of fashion, the rattling of 
acruned carts, aud all the spirit-grieving sounds of brawi. 
iaf ooniBacroe^ were unknown in the settlement of New 
iasterdaafi. The grass mm quietly in the highways; 
ht bleating sheep and froliesome calves sported about 
Iw verdaal ridge where now the Broadway loungers take 
hnr morflng stroll ; the cunning tox or ravenous wolf 
ihalkad la tlw woods where now are to be seen the dcM 
if CkMBMS and his righteous fraternity of money brokers ; 
lal flociB of TociferooB geese cackled about the 6ckli 
vhve now the great Tammany wigwam and the patriotic 
«wm of Iflartling echo with the wranglings of the mob. 

in tfeBM good times did a true and enviable eqnality of 
talk mad property prevail, equally removed from the 
mogmoe mt iraalt^ and the servility and heartburnings of 
rafiii^p poverty ; and what in my mind is still more eon. 
teive Id tranquillity and harmony among friendB, a happy 
eaidilj of intellect was likewise to be seen. The minds 
•f the good burghers of New Amsterdam seemed all to 
hve been cast in one mould, and to be those honest, blunt 
sort of Minds which, like certain manufactures, are made 
h| the giOBs, and considered as exceedingly good for oom- 



ThHS it happens that your true dull minds arc generally 
p wfcwe d fbr public employ, and especially promoted to 
dly iMnonrs ; your keen intdlects, like razors, being con- 
■imd too sharp for eooinioo service. 1 know that it is 
comMm to rail at the unequal distribution of riches as the 
l^cot ioaree of jeakmsies» broils, and heart-breakings ; 
wh ere n a for ay part, 1 verily believe it is the sad inequa- 
lity of intellect that prevail^ that embroils communities 
more thsn any thing else ; aiui I have remarked that your 
knowing people, who are so much wiser than any body 
dsei, are eternally keeping society in a ferment, mppily 
{(Mr New Amsteroara nothmg of the kind was known within 
itB walla— the very words of learning, education, tastc^ and 
talents, were unheard of— a bright genius was an animal 
unknown^ a bine-atockhig lady would have been regarded 
with as much wonder as a honied frog or a fiery dragon. 
Mo man in lact seemed lo know more than his neighbour, 
nor any nan to know much more than an honest man 

I2 
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ought to know, who has nobody^s bushiest to vind but lb 
own ; the parson and the couneil clerk were the only mea 
that could read in the community, and the sage Van 
Twiller always signed his name with a c^om. 

Thrice happy and ever to be envied little Bargh ! exitt- 
ing in all the security of harmless insignlficaiiee — nnwi< 
tiosd and unenvied by the world, without ambition, wid» 
out vain-glory, without riches, without learning, and si 
their train of carking cares ; and as of yore, in better d&y« 
of man, the deities were wont to visit him on earth, ax 
blcM his rural habitations ; so we are told, in the silwui 
days of New Amsterdam, the good St. Nicholas' woiU 
often make his appeaitmce, in his beloved city, of a hsifi 
day afternoon, riding jollily among the tree tops^ or oier 
the roofii of the houses, now and then drawing forth mig* 
ui6cent presents from his breeches pockets, a^d droppng 
them down the chimneys of his favourites. Whereas in 
these degenerate days of iron and brass, he never shovs 
us the light of his countenance, nor ever visits ub, tare 
one night in the year ; when he rattles down the chimnqps 
of the descendants of the patriarchs, confining hb preseits 
merely to the children, in token of the degeneracy of tic 
parents. 

Such are the comforts and thriving effects of a ht 
government. The province of the New Netherlands, da- 
titnte of wealth, possessed a sweet tranquillity, that wealh 
could never purchase. It seemed indeed as if old Satura 
had again commenced his reign, and renewed the days <f 
primeval simplicity. For the golden age, says Ovid, ws 
totally destitute of gold, and for that very reason was callel 
the golden age ; tlutt is, the happy and fortunate age— 
because the evils produced by the precious metals, such ai 
avarice, covetousness, theft, rapine, usury, banking, note- 
shaving, lottery-insuring, and the whole catalogue of 
crimes and grievances, were then unknown. In &in» 
age there was abundance of gold ; on that very account it 
was called the iron age, b^use of the hardships, the 
labours, the dissensions, and the wars, occasioned fay tlie 
thirst of gold. 

The genial days of Wouter Van Twiller, therefore, 
BMy truly be termed the golden age of our city. There 
were neither public commotions, nor private qiiarreb; 
neither parties, nor sects, nor schisms $ neither proseoi- 
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tWmgf Bor irMt, nor pmysbnenUt ; nor wert tkere oouii- 
seBoiBy attoraeysy catcbpolcs^ or hauipncii. Every num 
atteaded to what little bvsincM be was lucky cnougli to 
barc^ or nef leiled it if he pleased, without askiuK the 
ofHakMi of .hit acighbotir. In those days nobody meddled 
with eoncerM ahofe his comprelienBioo, nor throM fail 
nase into ether po o ple ^ affain } nor neglected to correct 
las ew» C9lid«ft> wod re ferm his own character, in his 
^eal %o .pc^l to piecea the characters of others ; but iip a 
vofd^ every reapeotablc citiaen eat when he was not 
knagryy draak. wboi he was not thirsty, and went ref u- 
lariy to ilad irti#b the sun set and the fowls went to roost, 
vhetlMT Iml w<re sleepy or not ; all which tended so 
ttmamkahStf to th6 population of the settlement, that I am 
told every dutifol wife throughout New Amstordam made 
a poiat of always enriching l^r husband with at least one 
cUM a ycar^ and very often a brace : this superabundaoce 
of good thinipi clearly constiloting the true luxury of life^ 
aceof^^Uog to the fiivourite Dutch maxim, that ^ more than 
enoagh constitutes a feast/* Every thing therefore went 
on eaaetly aa it shouU do^ and in the usual words em- 
iploycd by ilstoriaaa to eapresa the welfare of a country, 
*< the profimndest IroafMi/l^yand r^po^e reigned through- 
•ut the praviace/* 



CHAP. III. 

Bom iAh ntmof NewAHMterdam aro^oui of mudfUAid 
me ia b$ ihMt^elftnMlp pdiutud and poiHe-^Utgkk&r 
wUM n pKdtlu^ vfoiet great great CfrandfatkerB. 

HajiIFasJrare the taste and dispositions ti the enligbt- 
led littfratv vfcOt turn over th^ pages of history. Some 
there he whoae hearts^re brimfnl in tbe y^east of courage^ 
and ebaah boaetaa doworky and swdl» and foam».willr 
aatried valoaffv Uh^A barrel of new cider, or a tMi* band 
captain illtah OMIn aader the handi of his tailof • This 
donghtyi class of readers can be satisfied with notlliag.biifc 
bM)r Mttkto and ketrlUe tiDCOunters ; they nm§ be 
coaAiBBlJIy albrmiag forte^ sarltuiig cities, springnS Bii^ 
narchn^ up Id (be milKsleaof cannao, charging bayonet 
tlnmgk truy pag^ and retelling in gunpowder aad 



90 uisToav or 

carnage. OHiers, who are of a less martial, but equally 
ardent imagination, and who, withal^ are a little given to 
the marvellous, will dwell with wooderous satisfiictioa on 
descriptions of prodigies, unheard-of events, hair-breadth 
escapes, hardy adveniures, and all those astonishing narra- 
tions that just amble along the boundary line of posai- 
bility. A third class, who, not to speak slightly of them, 
are of a lighter turn, and skim over the records of past 
times, as they do over the edifying pages of a novel, 
merely for relaxation and innocent amusement, do singu- 
larly delight in treasons, executions, Sabine rapes, Tarquin 
outrages, conflagrations, murders, and all tibe other cata- 
logue of hideous crimes, that like cayenne m cookery, do 
give a pungency and flavour to the dull detail of history ; 
while a fourth class, of more philosophic habits, do dili- 
gently poreover the musty chi'onicles of time, to investi- 
gate the operations of the human mind, and watch the 
gradual changes in men and manners, efiected by the 
progress of knowledge, the vicissitudes of events, or the 
influence of situation. 

If the three first classes, find but little wherewithal to 
solace thonselves in the tranquil reign of Wouter Van 
Twiller, I entreat them to exert their patience for awhile, 
and bear with the tedious picture of happiness, prosperity, 
and peace, which my duty as a faithful historian obliges 
me to draw ; and I pixmiise them, that as soon as 1 can 
possibly light upon any thing horrible, uncommon, or im- 
poesibie, it shall go bard but I will make it afford them 
entertainment. This being premised, I turn with* great 
complacency to the fourth class of my readers, who are 
men, or, if possible, women after my own heart; grave^ 
philosophical, "and investigating ; fond of analyzing cha 
racters, of taking a start from first causes, and so hunting 
a nation down, through all the mazes of innovation and 
improvement. Such will naturally be anxious to witness 
the first developement of the newly hatched colony, and 
the primitive manners and customs prevalent among its 
inhabitants, during the halcyon reigp:i of Van TwiHer, or 
the Doubter. 

I will not grieve their patience, however, by deacribing 
■dnntely the increase and improvement of New Amster- 
dam* Their own imaginations will doubtless present to 
ihem the good burghers, like so many pains4alnng and 
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peraeireriiig bearers, slowly and surely parauing their 
labours j ttey will behold the prosperous transformation 
from the rude log hut to the stately Dutch mansion, with 
brick front, ghaed windows, and tiled roof; from the 
tangled thicket to the luxuriant cabbage garden ; and from 
the skulking Indian to the ponderous burgomaster. In a 
word, they will picture to themselves the steady, silent, 
and underiating march to prosperity, incident to a city 
diestitute.of pride or ambition, cherished by a fat govern- 
ment, and whose citizens do nothing in a hurry. 

The S3ge council, as has been mentioned in a preceding 
chapter, not being able to determine upon any plan fw 
the building of their city ; the cows, in a laudlable fit of 
patriotism, took it nndei* their particular charge, and as 
they went to and from pasture, established paths throngh 
the bushes, on each side of which the good folks built 
their houses ; which is one cause of the rambling and pic- 
turesque} turns and labyrinths, which distinguish certaiu 
streets of New York at this very day. 

Som^ it must be noted, who were strenuous partisans 
of Mynheer Ten Breeches (or Ten-broeck), vexed that 
his plan of digging canals was not adopted, made a com- 
promise with their inclinations, by establishing themselves 
on the margn» of those creeks and inlets, which mean- 
dered through various parts of the ground laid out ibr- 
improvement. To these may be particularly ascribed the 
first settlement of Broad Street ; which originally was fauilt 
along a creek, that ran up to what at present is called 
Wall Street. The lower part soon became very busy and 
populous; and a ferry house* was in process of time 
established at the head of it ; being at that day called **tlie 
head of inland navigation.*' 

The disciples of Mynheer Tough Breeches, on the 
other hand, no less enterprising, and more industrious 
than their rivals, stationed themselves along the sh^re of 
the river, and laboured, with unexampled perseverance, 
in making little docks and dykes, from which originated 
that mnkitnde of mud traps with which this cHyis: 
fringed ! To these 'docks would the old burghers repair; 
just at those hours when the fiiUing tide had -left the- 

* This hoote hst beea several times remireil, snd at prtssnt it a 
tmall ycUow brick boose. No. 23, Broad Street, with the gabteeiid 
to the utreet, suraounded with an iron rsd. on which, until witbia 
three or four years, a little iron ferry boat officiated ai ^e»!(]bniicAcW 
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besdi micoTeredy that they inigrht snuff up the fr^fprant 
efflavia of mud and mire ; which they obeerved had a 
traly wholesome smell, and reminded them of the caaab 
of Holland. To the indefatigable labcmrB, and praise* 
worthy example of this latter class of prajectorSy are we 
inddited for the acres of artificial ground, at which 
several of oar streets in the vicinity of the ivrtn are 
bailt ; and which, if we may credit tbe assertions of sere- 
ral learned physicians of this city, have been very effioU 
cions in producing the yellow fever. 

The houses of the higher class were generally eon- 
stmctcd of wood, excepting the gable-end, wfaick was* of 
small black and yellow IHitch bricks, and always faced 
OB (be street; as our ancestors, like fhdr desceodants, 
were very much given to outward show, and were noted 
for putting flie b«t leg foremost. The bouse waa always 
fonusbed with abundance of large doors and small win- 
dows on every floor ; the date of its erection was eari- 
ously designated by iron figures on the firdnt ; tnd oo the 
top of the roof was perched a fierce little weathercock, 
to let the fomily into the im^rtaat wttSeet^ irhtcfa way the 
wind blew. These, like the weathercocks on the. tops el 
our steeples, pointed so many* difierent ways that every 
man oould have a wind to his mind ; and you would inve 
tfaaught old iBolus had s^ all his bags of wind adrUk^ 
pell-mell, to gambol aboiit this windy metropolis ; the 
most stanch and loyal citizens, however, always went 
acocording to the weathercock on the tOp of the govemorls 
honse^ which was certainly the most oorrett, as be had a 
trusity servant emptoyed every morning to cKmb up and 
point it whichever way the wind blew. 

in those good days of simj^Ucity and smsbiiie^ pas- 
sion for cleanlmes* was tbb leading principle In domestic 
eooaniBy, and the universal test of an able botaewife : a 
character Which formed the utmost ambition of oar 
u nenligh tened grandmothers. The firont doer was never 
opened evoept on marriages, fonetals, w0#-year*i day% 
the ftitival of St. Nidmlas, or soise such gmt occisioil. 
U waa omametited with a gorgeous bfasi kftodur^ 
cnriottsly wroug[ht, sometimes into the devioe of a dsfi 
and flometiaieB of a lion*s head ; and was daily bnmisbed 
with such religions xi»fl that it was oft-thnes witra onl 
bf the very precautious taken fftr its preMrvMkxi. The 
wAole bouse was conslanSlv ^ ^ ^^<^ ^"^ Vok^^tbAMMit wMler 
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the discipline of mops aud brooms and scTubbiDg-brnshen ; 
and the good housewives of those days were a kiud of 
amphibious animal, delighting exceedingly to be dabb)iug 
in water — insomuch that an historian of the day gi*avely 
tdls usy that many of his townswomeu grew to have 
webbed fingers like unto a duck ; and some of them, he 
had little doubt, could the matter be cxunined into, would 
be found to have the tails of mermaids ^ but this I look 
upon to be a mere sport of fancy, or what is worse, a 
wilful mterepreseutation. 

Tlie graud parlour was the sanctum sanctorum, where 
the passion for cleaning was indulged without control. 
In this sacred apartment no one was admitted to enter^ 
excepting the mistress akid her confidential maid, who 
visited it once a week ; for the purpose of giving it a 
tboroogli cleaning, and putting things to rights ; always 
taking the precaution of leaving their shoes at the door, 
and entering devoutly ou their stocking feet. After 
scrubbiiig the floor, sprinkling it with fine white sand, 
which was curiously stroked into angles and curves, and 
rhomboids, with a broom — after washing tlie windows, 
nibbing and polishing the furniture, and putting a uew 
banch oi evergreens in the fire-place -, the window-shutters 
were again closed to keep out the flies, aud the room' 
carefully locked up until the revolution of time brought 
round the wecfkly cleaning day. 

As to the family, they always entered in at the gate^ 
and most generally lived in the kitchen. To have seen 
a naitoerous household assembled around ths fire, one 
would have imagined that he was transported back to 
those happy days of primeval simplicity, which float 
before onr imaginations like golden visions. The fire- 
places were of a truly patiiarchal magnitude, where the 
whole family, old and young, master and servant, black 
and white, nay, even the very cat and dog, enjoyed a com- 
munity of privilege, and had each a prescnptive right to 
a comer. Here the old burgher would sit in fMrfect 
silence, puffing liis pipe, looking in the fire with half shut 
eyes, and thinking of nothing for hours together j the 
ffiede Tronw on the opposite side would employ herself 
(iiligently in ispinning her yarn, or knitting stockings. The 
young folks would crowd around the hearth, listening 
with breathless attention to some old crone of a iie^ST^> 
who was the {trade of the family ; and who, percYifidLVi^^ 
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a raven in a comer of the chimney, would croa 
a long winter afternoon a string of incredible sti 
New-l^BglaDd witches, giisly ghosts, horses with 
and hialr-breadth escapes, and bloody encount 
the Indians. 

In those happy days a welUregnlated family a 
with the dawn, dined at eleven, and went to t 
down. Dinner was invariably a private meal, f 
old burghers showed inoontestible symptoms 
probation and uneasiness, at being surprized 
iironi « neighbour on such occasions. But ti 
worthy ancestors were thus singularly averse 
dinners, yet they kept up the social bands of ii 
occasional banquetings, called tea parties. 

Am this is the first introduction of those 
orgies, which have since become so foshional 
city, I am conscious my fair readers will be V4 
to receive information on the subject. Sorry 
there will be but little in my description caJ 
excite their admiration. 1 can neither delight 
atccounts of suffocating crowds, nor brilliani 
rooms, nor towering feathers, nor sparkling diai 
immeasurable trains. I can detail no choice ai 
scandal, for in those primitive times the simpU 
either too stupid or too good-natnred to pull e 
characters to pieces: nor can I furnish any 
anecdotes of brag; how one lady cheated, c 
bounced into a passion ; for as yet there was n 
dulcet old dowagers, who met to win each otlu 
and lose their own tempers at a card table. 

Tliese fiwhioniible parties were generally co; 
the higher classei, or noblesse^ tlutt is to sa; 
kepi thdr own cows, and drove their own wan 
company commonly assen^bled at three o'clock, 
awa^ about six, unless it was in winter time, 
fiuhMmable hours were a Mttle earlier, that the la 
get home before dark. I do not find that 
treated their company to iced creams, jellies, 
bubs 'y or regaled than with musty almonds, n 
sinsy or sour oranges, as is often done in the | 
of refinement.. Our ancestors were fond of m* 
substantial fore. The tea table was crowned w 
earthen dish, weU «tored with sUces of fat p 
brown, cut up into nomi^) «a\ vvrauGoMv^voL % 
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compaiiy being seated around the genial board, and 
each famished with a fork, evinced their dexterity in 
lauaehin; at the fattest pieces in this mighty dish : in 
nuicfa tl^ same manner as sailors harpoon porpoises at 
sea, or our Indians spear salmon in the lakes. Sometimes 
the table was i^ced with immense apple pies, or saucers 
full flf preserred peaches and pears ; but it was always 
sare to boasi an enormous dish of balls of sweetened 
dowgiiy fried in hof^^s fat, and called dough nuts, or oly 
koeks : a delicious kind of cake, at present scarce known 
in this city, excepting in genuine Dutch families. 

The taa was served out of a majestic delft tea-pot, 
ornamented with paintings of fat little Dutdi shep^rds 
and shepherdesses, tending pigs— with boats sailing in the 
mr, and houses built in the clouds, and sundry other 
iagcnioiis Dutch fantasies. 'The beaux distinguished them- 
selrea by their adroitness In replenishing this pot, from 
a hoge copper tea-kettle, which would have made the 
pigmy macaronies of these degenerate days sweat, merely 
to look at it^ To sweeten the beverage, a lump of sugar 
was laid beside each cup— and the company alternately 
nibbled and sipped with great decorum^ uutil an improve- 
ment was introduced by a shrewd and economic old lady, 
which was, to suspend a large lump directly over the tea 
tifclTj Iw a string from the ceiling, so that it coHhi'be 
jmSutg from mouth to mouth— an ingenious expedient, 
which is still kept up by some families in Albany ; but 
which prevails without exception in Communipaw, Ber- 
gen, Fhit-Bush, and all our uncontaminated Dutch vil- 
lages. 

At these priqiitive tea parties the utmost propriety and 
dignity of deportment prevailed. No flirting nor coqnet- 
tiag-HM> gambling of old ladies, nor hoyden chattering 
and romping of young one»— no self-satisfied stmttings 
of wealthy gentlemen, with their brains in their pockets ; 
Bur aonising conceits, and monkey divertisements of 
imart young gentlemen, with no brains at all. On the 
contrary, the young ladies seated themselves demurely in 
their rosli-bottomed diairs, and knit their own woollen 
rtocldngs ; nor ever opened their lips, excepting to say 
$ak M jm k te ff or yoA ya Fnmw, to any question that was 
asked tliem ! bdtoving, in all things, like decent wefl- 
edncated damsels. As to the gentlemen, each of tliein 
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tranquilly smoked his pipe,- and seemed lost in 
plation of the blue and white tiles, with which 
places were decorated j wherein sundry passages < 
ture were piously pourtrayed : Tobit and his dof 
to great advantage ; Haman swung conspicuoul 
gibbet ; and Jonah appeared most manfully boan< 
of the whal^ like harlequin through a barrel of f 
The parties broke up without noise and with 
fogion. They' were carried home by their own c 
that is to say, by the vehicles Nature had provid< 
excepting such of the wealthy as could afford t 
waggon. The gentlemen gallantly attended their 
to their respective abodes, and took leave of thei 
hearty smack at the door: which, as it was an es 
piece of etiquette, done in pei'fect simplicity anc 
of heart, occasioned no scandal at that time, nor 
at the present— if our great grandfathers approve 
custom, it would argue a great want of reverend 
descendants to say a word against it. 



CHAP. IV. 

Conlalntfi^ further particulars of the Golden /. 
. what consHtuied a fine Lady and Gentleman in 

of Walter the Doubter, 

\ti this dulcet period of my history, when the b 
island of Manna-hata presented a scene, the v< 
terpart of those glowing pictures drawn of tlv 
reign of Saturn, there was, as I have before ob; 
happy ignorance^ an honest simplicity prevalen 
its inhabitants, which, were i even able to dcpii 
be but little understood by the degenerate age i 
1 am doomed to write. Even the female sex, tl 
innovators upon the tranquillity, the honesty, t 
beard customs of society, seemed for awhile t( 
themselves with incredible sobriety and comelii 
indeed behaved almost as if they had not been 
the . world to bother mankind, baffle philoso; 
confound the universe. 

Their hau-, untortured by the abominations of 
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Bcnipniously pomatumed back fram their furdieadft with 
a candle, and covered with a little cap of quilted caUoi, 
which fitted exactly to their heads. Their pettiooats of 
linsey wookey were striped with a variety of eorgeous 
dyes, rivalling the many coloured robes of Iris— tbsugh 
1 most confess these j^allant gai*ment8 were rather short, 
scarce reaching beluw the knee ; but then they made up 
in the number, which generally equalled that of the 
gentlenien*s small clothes ; and what is ftiii more praise- 
worthy, they were all of their own manufectnre — of which 
circumstance, as may .well be supposed, they were not a 
little vain. 

These were the honest days in which every woman staid 
at home, read the Bible, and wore pockets— ay, and that 
too of a goodly size, fashioned with patchwork into many 
CttriQos devices, and ostentatiously worn on the outside. 
These, in tact, were convenient receptacles, where all good 
housewives carefully stored away such thhigs as they 
wished to have at hand ; by which means they often came 
to be incredibly crammed— and I remember there was a 
story current when I was a boy, that the lady of Wouter 
Van Twiller once had occasion to empty her right pocket 
in search of a wooden ladle, and the utensil was discovered 
lyii^ among some- inibbish in one comer ; but we must 
not give too much faith to all these stories, the anecdotes 
of these remote periods being very subject to exaggeratioa. 
Besides these notable pockela, they likewise wore scissars 
and pincushions suspended from their girdles by red 
ribniidi^ or among the more opulent and showy classes, 
by brass and even silver chains— indubitable tokens of 
thrifty housewives and industrious spinsters— I cannot say 
imich in vindication of the shortness of the petticoats ; it 
doubtless was introduced for the purpose of giving thcf 
itoddngs a chance to be seen, which were generally of 
Une worsted with magnificent red clocks— or perhaps to 
di^faiy a well-tnmed ancle, and a neat though serviceable 
foot, set off by a high-heeled leathern shoe, with a hu^^e 
lad splendid silver buckle. Thus we find that the gentle 
■OL in all ages have shown the same disposition to imringe 
t little upon the laws of decorum, in order to betray a 
Ittking beauty, or gratify an innocent love of finery. 

From^tbesketch here given it will be seen, that our good 
{vtacbiioUiers differed considerably in their idesA of Sk ^tve 
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fig^ire^ from their scantily dressed descendf 
present day. A fine lady, in those times, wad 
more dotlies, even oo a fair summer's day, 
have clad the whole bevy of a modern ball-i 
were they the less admired by the gentlemen in c 
thereof. On the contrary, the greatness oi 
paasioa seemed to increase iu proportion to the 
of its object— 4md a Toluminous damsel, an 
dozen of petticoats, was declared by a low Dai 
leer of the province to be radiant as a sun-j 
loxnriant as a fulMilown cabbage. Certain it 
those days the heart of a lover could not co 
tiian one lady at a time ; whereas the heart o 
gallant has often room enough to accommo 
dosen ; the reason of which I conclude to be^ 
the hearts of the gentlemen have grown lar| 
persons of the ladies smaller ; this, however^ is 
for physiok%tsts to determine. 

Bat there was a secret charm in these pettio 
no donbt, entered into the consideration of ti 
, galhittts. The wardrobe of a lady was in tho 
only i^ortnne ; and she who had a good stock o 
and- steckWi^ was as absolutely an hdress as ; 
dm! ka darned with a store of bear skins, or 
belle- with a .plenty of reindeer. The ladies^ 
waee vtcy aaxioaa to display these powerful at 
the greatest adirantage ; and the beet rooms oi 
instead of iMUig adorned with carkaturea of de 
in water colours and needlework, were always 1 
with abundance of homespun garments, the-n 
and the property of the females— a piece < 
ostentation that still prevails among the heire 
Hatok villages* Sndi were the bmteeus bi 
.ancient dty of New Amsterdam, rivalling ii 
aimflaeityi of manneta the renowned and courtb 
kAily aaag by 0ui Homep— who tells us, that i 
Ifaitiiicna n ashed thC'fiimily linen, and the fal 
wove her own petticoats. 

Tbei fe n tto m en^ in frwt^ who figured in the ci 
gay world in tiwse ancient tknes, correspondi 
particnlarB, with the beauteous damsels whooe 
wieie ambitious to d e s er ye . True it is, their m 
nake but a very ktcMMpiiieinhW impression npo 
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of a modem lair ; tbey neither drove their curricl« nor 
sported their taodenMy for as yet those gaudy vebkdn 
were not even dreamed of ; neither did they distinguirii 
thcmselvei by their brilliancy at the table, and thor 
coflieqneat renoontreB with watchmen ; for onr forefiitheni 
were of too padic a diapof itioa to need those gnardiaia 
of the Di|^ every aoul throughout the town being in Adl 
snore before nine o*dock. Neither did they estabUsh their 
cii^Bs to gentility at the expense of their tailors, for as yet 
those offroders agamst the pockets of society, and the 
tmqaillity of all aspiring young gentlemen, were nnknoWn 
in New Amsterdam; every good housewife made the 
dotbes of her hnsband and fomily, and even the goede 
nmiw of Van Twiller himself thought it no disparagement 
to cnt out, ber husband's Unsey wooUey galligaskins. 

Not but wbat there were some two or three youngstcn 
who manifested the first dawnings of what is called fiie 
and spirit ; who held all labour in contempt ; skulked 
about doclw and market-places; loitered in the sunshine; 
squandered what little money tbey could procure at hurtle- 
cap aad dinckforthing ; swore, boxed, fought cocks, and 
meed their neighbours* hors es i n short, who promised to 
be the wooder, the talk, and abomination of the town, bad 
not their stylish career been unfortunately cut short by an 
aAv of honour with a whipping-post. 

Fbr other, however, was the truly fashionable gentleman 
of tboae day8«-bis dress, which served for both morning 
aad eveaing, street and drawing-ixjom, was a linsey woolsey 
eaa^ —dc^ perhaps, by the foir hands of the mistress c€ hn 
•flekkns^ and gallantly bedecked with abundance of luye 
biMi bvttons. Half a score of breeches heightened the 
|niportM»s of his figure— -his shoes were decorated by 
MMmons copper buckles — a low-crowned broadJMraoMd 
hU overahadowed his hurley visage, and his hair dangled 
doara Ida back in a prodigious queue of eel skin. 

TbM equipped, be would manfolly sally forth with pipe 
k aaotitfa to besiege some fair damsePs obdurate heart-* 
lot audi a pipe^ good reader, as that which Acis did 
meetly tune in praise of his Galatea, but one of the true 
drift naonfacture, and furnished with a charge of firagrant 
Oowpea tobacco. With this would he resolutely set 
hoHelf down before the fortress, and rarely failed, in the 
process of time^ to smoke the fsir enemy into a «\KncDAes 
upon hmwanhle terms. K 2 
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Such' was the happy reign of Wouter Van Tfriller,* 
cekbrated in many a long forgotten song as the real golden 
age, the rest being nothing but count^eit copper- washed 
coin. In that delightful period a sweet and holy calm 
reigned over the whole province. The burgomaster 
smoked his pipe in peace— the substantial solace of his 
domestic cam, after her daily toils were done, sat soberly 
at the door, with her arms crossed over her apron of snowy 
white, without being insulted by ribald street-walkers or 
vagabond boys — those unlucky urchins who do so infest 
our streets, displaying under the roses of youth the thMs 
and briers of iniquity. Then it was that the lover witfei ten 
breeches, and the damsel with petticoats of half a score, 
indulged in all the innocent endearments of virtnoas love, 
without fear and without reproach, for what had that 
\virtue to fear which was defended by a shield of good 
linsey woobeys, equal at least to the seven buU-liides of 
the invincible Ajax ? 

Ah'blissful, and never to be forgotten age ! when every 
thing was better than it has ever been since, or ever wiH 
be again — when Buttermilk channel was quite dry at lov 
water— when "the shad in the Hudson were all salmon: 
and when the moon shone with a pure and respkttdeDt 
whiteness, instead of that melancholy yellow light, which 
is the consequence of her sickening at the aboidunatioM 
she evei-y night witnesses in this degenerate city ! 

Happy would it have been for New Amstenism, oonUl 
it always have existed in this state of blissful ignonBce 
and lowly simplicity *, but alas ! the days of childnood are 
too sweet to last ! Cities, like men, grow out of tbea la 
time, and are doomed alike to grow into the bustle^ the 
cares, and miseries of the world. Let no man congratuialc 
himself when he beholds the child of his bosom, or the 
city of his birth, increasing in magnitude and importaaoe 
— let the history of his own life teach him the daagers «f ' 
the one, and this history of Manna-hata convince hhp of . 
tlie calamities of the other. 
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CHAP. V. 



In «ftM Bm MUaSer U beguiled tn to o detectable watk^ 
wkkk 9ndi very dijffennilyjrom what it commeneed. 



hi the year of oar Lord one thouBand eight hundred and 
fbor, OB a fine •ftemoon, in the glowing month of SKep- 
tntber, 1 took my cmtomary walk u|>on the battery, 
vhlch is at once the pride and bulwark of this ancient and 
iapngn aMc city of New York. 1 remember well the 
sHtfo^ for it immediately preceded that remarkably cM 
winter) in which ow ngacioui corporation, in a freak of 
ecoMOiical philaolhropy, palled to pieces, at an expcnoe 
cf sef cral bandred dollara, the wooden ramparts wbkn had 
ooit tbcm aereral tfaownnid ; and distribated the rottai 
francnts, whkh .were worth considerably less than 
n0thiii|r) among the shiveriag poor of the city. Neirer 
since the fall « the walls of JerichO) or the heftTeoAmiU 
TwIlUialii of Troy, had there been known such a deao- 
Kdao-MMMr did it go unpunished; multitudes were 
bliaded in lain attempts to smoke themselyes warm with 
this charitable subrtitate for fire wood ; and an epidemic 
coBpfadnt otaore eyes was moreover produced, which has 
since recarred everv winter, particularly among thoae 
who vodertake to bam rotten k>g»— who warm them- 
•elrca with the charity of others— or who use patent 




On ma vear and aaonth jost designated dkl I take my 
icoHlQaaa walk of meditation, on that aasM bativy, 
vyd^ tboagh at present no battery, famishes the moat 
< kiigl i tf i d walky uid commands the noblest prospect in 
the wfcola known work). The ground on which 1 trod was 
hallowed hy reooUectrans of the past ; and as I shMrty 
thrangh die long alley of poplars, which, like ao 
Mrdi braoBDs standing oif end, diffVised a melancfaoly 
Migsbrioas shades my imaginatk>n drew a contiaat 
bet#w the ■ommnding scenery, and what it was in the 
clasak iiifs of onr forefothers. Where the gOTemaMrt 
honae by name^ but the castom house by ocevpathm, 
proudly reared its brick walls aad wooden pillars^ there 
whilome stood the low hut substantial red-tiled mansion of 
the r cn o » « s d Wouter Van Twillcr. Around il IhA nn^^i 
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bulwarks of fort Amstei-dam frowned defiance t 
abtient foe ; but, like many a whiskered warrior and 
militia captain, confined their martial deeds, to 
alone; alas! those threatening bulwarks had loc 
been sapped by time, and, like the walls of Cartba 
sented no traces to tlie inquiring eye of the antii 
The mud breast-works had long been levelled v 
earth, and their site converted into the green la' 
leafy alleys of the battery; where the gay ap] 
sported his Sunday coat, and the laborious vat 
relieved from the dirt and drudgery of the week, 
his weekly tale of love into the half-averted eai 
sentimental chambermaid. The capacious bay still pi 
the same expansive sheet of water, studded with 
sprinkled with fishing boats, and bounded by si 
picturesque beauty. But the dark forests wbic 
clothed these shores had been violated by the sava; 
of cultivation, and their tangled mazes and impe: 
thickets had degenerated into teeming orchards and 
fields of grain. £ven Governor's Island, once a 
garden, appertaining, to the sovereigns of the provit 
now covered with fortifications, enclosing a tren 
block house— so that this once peaceful island rese 
fierce little warrior in a big cocked hat, brcathii 
powder and defiance to the world ! 

For some time did I indulge -in this pensive 
thought ; contrasting, in sober sadness, the pres 
with the hallowed years behind the mountains ; lai 
the melancholy progress of improvement, and prais 
zeal with which our worthy burghers endeavour to ] 
the wrecks of venerable customs, prejudices, and 
from the overwhelming tide of modern innovation 
by degrees my ideas took a different turn, and 1 in 
awaked to an enjoyment of the beauties around mc 

It was one of those rich autumnal days which 
jparticularly bestows upon the beauteous island of 
hata and its vicinity — not a floating cloud obscu 
azure firmament-^he sun rolling in glorious sp 
through his etherial course, seemed to expand hu 
Dutch countenance into an unusual expression of 
lence, as he smiled his evening salutation upou 
which he delights to visit with his most bounteous 
the very winds wmisji to hold ia their breaths I 



n, lest tbey ghouIJ ruffle the tranquillity of the' 

tnd the wavelefts botMMn of the bay presented a 

d mirrory in which Nature beheld henelf and 

The standard of our city, which, like a choice 

•rcfaief, is reserved for days of gala, hung motionlesa 

flag-staff, which forms the handle to a gigantic 

and even the tremulous leaves of tlte poplar and' 

en, which, like the tonguef* of the immortal sex, are 

■till, now ceased to vibi'afe to the breath of heaven.' 

hing seemed to acquiesce in the profound repose of 

"Die formidable eighteen pounders slept in tlie 

ires of the wooden batteries, seemingly gathering 

-ength to fight the battles of their country on the 

1 of July— 'the solitary drum on Governor's Island 

call the garrison to their «Aot>el»— the evening 
d not yet sounded its signal, for all the r^ular, 
waning poultry throughout the country, to go to 
and the fleet of canoes, at anchor between Gibbet 
ind Cummunipaw, slumbered on their rakes, and 

1 the innocent oyuters to lie for a while unmolested 
loft mud uf their native banks ! My own feelings 
bized wilh the contagious tranquillity, and I shouM 
y have dozed upon one of those fragments of 
, which our benevolent magistrates have pravided 

benefit of convalescent loungers, had not the 
linary inconvenience of the couch set all i*epo8e at 

» 

09 

e midst of this soothing slumber of the soul, my 
n was attracted to a black speck, peering above 
tern horizon, just in the rear of Bei^en steeple-^ 
ly it augments aud overhangs the would-be cities 
!y, Haisimus, and Hoboken, which, like three 
, are stalling on the course of exist ence, and jostling 
her at the commencement of the race. Now it 
he long shore of ancient Pavonia, spreading its 
ladows from the high settlements of Weehswk 
> the lazaretto and quarantine, erected by the 
r of our police, for the embarrassment of commerce 
it climbs the serene vault of heaven, cloud rolling 
ud, like successive billows, shrouding the orb of 
rkening the vast expanse, and bearing thunder and 
1 tempest in its bosom. The earth ^ms agitated 
onfusioa of the beaveiig--the late ^rairf^nn mvct^^ 
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ifl laihed into fiurknui warei, that roll tbetr broken tiir|oi 
in hoUov mnmnin to the shore— the oytter bonti» that 
crrt sported in the placid Ticinity of Gibbet-Island* now 
hurry affrighted to the shore— the. late dignified, nnbiodiiiK 
poplar, writhes and twists before the merciless blast— 
descending torrents of drenching rain and sonnding hail 
ddnge tiM battery walk, the gates are thronged hy 
apprentices, servant maids, and little Frenchnoen, with 
thdr pocket handkerchiefs oyer their hats, si^aq^peruig 
from the storm— the late beauteous prospect preiMts one 
scene of anarchy and wild uproar, as though old Chaos 
had resumed bis reign, and was hurling back^ into one 
vast turmoil, the conflicting elements of nature. . Fancy 
to yourself, oh reader I the awful combat aung bw old 
Hesiod, of Jupiter and the Titans-^4ancy to yonrs^^ the 
long re-bellowing artillery of heaven, streaming at te hwidi 
of the gigantic sons of earth. In short, fancy to yowteif 
all that has ever Jbeen said or sung of tempest^ stons, 
and hiiinricane, and you will save me the trouble of 
deworibingit. 

Whether I fled from the fury of the storm, or remained 
boldlv at my post, as our gallant train band captain^ who 
march their soldiers through the rain without flinddnr-* 
are points which I leave to the conjecture of the reader. 
It is possible he may be a little perplexed also to know the 
reason why I introduced this most tremendous and unheard- 
of tempest, to disturb the serenity of my work. On this 
latter point I will gratuitously instruct bis Ignorance. 
llie panorama view of the battery was given, merely to 
gratify the reader with a coirect description of that 
oelebrated place, and the parts ai^acent '.—secondly, the 
storm was played off, partly to give a little bustle and life 
to this tranquil part of my work, and to keep my drowsy 
readers from falling asleep j and partly to serve as • 
preparation, or rather an overture, to the tcmpestnoni 
times that are about to assail the pacific provinot of 
NIenw Nederlandts, and that overhang the akimbeiom 
administration of the renowned Wouter Van Twitter, It ii 
thus the experienced play-wright puts all the fiddles^ the 
French horns, tl|e kettle^rum% and tnunpeta of his 
ofcbestra In requisitk>n, to usher in one of those intriUB 
and brimstone uproars, called melo-draraes : and It ii 
thus be disdiarges Vna UModsr^ his Ughtnlng» his tona^ «id 
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:petre, preparatory to the rldbing of a g^host, or the 
rdering of a hero. We will now proc^ with ovr 
ory. 

Fbatever may be advanced- by philosophera to the 
Lrary, 1 am of opinion, that, as to nations, the old 
crm, that *< honesty is the best policy,** is a sheer and- 
Kms tnistake. It might have answer^ well enongh in 
honest times when it was made ; but in these d^^ene- 

days, if a nation pretends to rely merely upon the 
ice of its dealings, it will fare something like an honest 
I among thieves, who, unless he have something more- 
I his honesty to depend upon, stands but a poor chance 
profiting' by Us'cmnpahy. Such at feast was the case 
I the guileless government of the New Netherlands ; 
dbf like a worthy unsuspicious old bui^her, quietly 
led itself down into the city of New Amsterdam, as 
I a snug «lbow chair, and fell into a comfortable nap ;' 
le in tl^ meantime its cunning neighbours stepped in 

picked its pockets. Thus may we ascribe the com- 
iccment of all the woes of this great province, and its 
pnficent metropolis, to the tranquil security, or to 
ik more accurately, to the unfortunate honesty of its 
emment. But as I dislike to begin an important part 
ny history towards the end of a chapter ; and as my 
len, like myself, must doubtless be exceedinjifly fatigued 
li the long walk we have taken, and the tempest we 
e sustained, I hold it meet we shut up the book, smoke 
ipe, and having thus refreshed our spirits, take a fair 
t in the next chapter. 



CHAP. VI. 

- " • . • 

'tJ^Uy describing the ingenious people of Connecticut 
' thereabouts — Showing, moreover, the true meaning of 
^ertjf qf Conscience, and a curious devke among these 
rdp Barbarians^ to keep up a harmony of intercourse, 
and promote population. 

■ 

7b AT my readers may .the moi'e fully comprehend the 
ent of the calamity, at this very moment impending 
r tba honest unsuspecting province of Nienw Neder- 
dts, and its dubious governor, it is n€cessavj tVi^^X \ 
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ibould f^ve.some acconut of a honk of strange bai 
borderiofc upoa the eaitern frontier. 
• Now it BO came to pass, that many years pre 
the time of which we are treating, the sage ca 
Bnglaad had adopted a certain national creed, a 
public walk of fidth, or rather a religions iim 
which erery loyal subject was directed to travel ti 
takiitt caf€ to p«y the tott gatherers by the way. 

Alwit a certain shrewd race of men^ bdnjr ▼« 
l^en to indulge their own opinions^ on all mamMr 
jects (a propensity exceedingly obnoxious to yi 
goremmeats of Europe), did most presumptnoi 
to think fior tbenselTCs in matters of rdigion, a 
what they considered a natural and unextinguishal 
-~>tlie liberty of conscience. 

As, however^ they possessed tint ingenuous 
mind which always thinks aloud j which in a 
rides cock-a-hoop on the tongue, and is for erer g 
into other .peopie^s ears ;— it naturally followed tl 
Uberty of conscience likewise implied Uberty qf 
whidi, beiiw freely indulged, soon put the cow 
hubbub, and aroused the pious indignation of the 
ftUbenof the church. 

The usual methods were adopted to reclaim thi 
hi those days were considered so efficacious in 
back stray sheep to the fold j that is to say, tl 
coaxed, they were admonished, they were menac 
were l^ffetMl — ^line upon line^ precept upon preo 
upon lash, here a little and there a great de 
exhausted without mercy, and without success ; 
ienj^th the worthy pastors of the church, weariec 
their unparalelled stubbornness, were driven, in tl 
of their tender mercy, to adopt' the scripture t 
Mterally " heaped live embers on their heads.** 

Nothing, however^ could subdue that invincible 
hMlependeace %hidi has ever distinguished this 
race of people } so that, rather than submit to sudi 
tyranny, they one and all embarked for the wi 
or America, where they might eigoy unmoles: 
Inestimable luxury of talkfaig; No sooner did thej 
this loquacions soil, than, as if they had caught thi 
from the climate^ they all lifted up their voices ; 
and for the space of qucwMa'^vu ^fid keep uf 
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clamour, that wc ai-c told they frightened every 
i beast out of the neighbourhood, and so com- 
lamb-founded certain fish, which abound on their 
lat they have been called dumb-fitk ever since. 

this simple circumstanoe, unimportaot fa^ it 
em* did fint originate that renovned privilc||e 
ly boasted of throaghout^ this conntnu— which is 
lenljy eswrcised in newspapers^ pampnletSj ward- 
p, pot-housea, committees^ and oongressiooal 
tions — which establishes the right of tallung witb- 
18 and without inlbrmation-.of miarq^reaentinf^ 
ffairs — of decrying public measurea»-of^ aspersing 
aractersy and destroying little ones : in shorty that 
dlndium of our country^ the Ubertff of tpeeclu 
imple aborigfines of the land, for a while contenu 
thcie strange folk in utter astonishment j but 
iog that they wielded harmless though noisy 
^ and were a lively, ingenious^ good humoured 
men* they became very friendly and sociable, and 
em the name of Taiokiesy which in the BCaia- 
g ^or Massachusett) language siggni&es MiUmJt men 
wiMi appellation, since shortened into the fiuniliar 
r YahkeeSs which they retain unto the present day. 
it is and my fidelity an a historian will not allow 
isa it over in silence, that the zeal of these |Ood 
0. maintain thair ci^ts and privilcyea unimpairedi 

while betray them into errors^ which.it is eialcr to 
ban defend. Having served a regular apprentice- 
he school of persecutUMH it bdiovedtfaem to show 
ey had become poftdenta in the art. Tttay 
gly employed their leiaure bonrs in bnniahingy 
1^1 or hai^ging divers heretical papists, qnakcra^ 
(baptists, for daring to abuse the Uberiif if 
ce; which they now clearly proved to imply 

more than that evei^ man dbonkt think as hit 

in matters of religion— j^roi^^ be tfaon|^t 
or otherwise it would be giving a latitude to 
ie heresies. Now as they (the nM0ority) were 
f conyini^ed that lAiy aJUme thought ngh|^ it 
ently fi)Uowed that whoever thought diffeniitfiovi 
lougbt wronc ; and whoever tbou^ wkh^u and 
ely persisted in not being cofl|Vmced. aad^oop- 
was a flagrant w'uAakm of the infiitiiAAiift VAm9^ 
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of consciencey and a corrupt and infectious r 
the body politic, and desenred to be lopped o£F 
into the fire. 

Now ril warrant there are hosts of my reader 
ooce to lift up their hands and eyes, with tha 
iodifnatioa with which we always contemplate 
and errors of oar neigfaboiirs, and to exclaim 
well meaaioff bat mistaken people, for inflicting 
the iiqarics they had suffered themselves — for 
the pfcposteroas idea of convincin|^ the 
tormenting the body, and establishing the d 
charity and forbearance by intolerant persecul 
in sfanple tratb, what are we doing at this yerj 
in this very enlightened mtion, but acting upoi 
same principle^ in oar political controversies ? 
'not within bat few years released ourselves 
shackles of a government, which cruelly deni 
privilege of governing ourselves, and using iA ft 
that invalaable member the tongue ? And are 
this Tcry moment striving our best to tyi'annic 
' opinions, tie ap the tongues, or ruin the fortni 
another ? What are oar gnat political societie 
political inquisitions? — Our pot-house commi 
'little tribunals of denunciation? — Our newspi 
mere whipping-posts and pillories, where the u 
indlvidaals are pelted with rotten eggs ? — And o 
- of appointment, but a grand avio oafe^ where c 
oontinoally sacrificed for their political herenet 

Where then is the difference in principle b< 

'vDg36Mmf% and those you are so ready to condei 

the people I am treating ? There is none ; the 

is merely drcumstantial. — ^Thus we denoufice, 

, banishing — ^we UbAy instead of scoarging.~we i 

pjfiiMy- instead of hanging; — and where thc^ 

'offender in propriad penomA, we either tar f 

'er Imm Mm in ^^y— this political persecnl 

some how ur other, the grand palladium of on 

' and an incontrovertible proof that this is a fre 

Bat notwithstanding the fervent zeal with 
holy war was prosecuted against the wIk>I 
unbelievers, we do not find that- the population < 
eokmy was in any ways hindered thereby ; on tl 
Ihey multiplied to a degree which would be in 
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lau uuacquainted with tlie mai'Vellous fecundity ol 
:rowing^ country. 

is amazing increase may indeed be partly ascribed to 
rular custom prevalent among them, and which was 
hiy borrowed from the ancient republic of Sparta ; 
! we are told the young ladies, either from being 

rompt and hoydens, or else, like many modem 
lei, very fond of meddling with matters that did not 
tain to their sex, used frequently to engage with the 
in wrestling and other athletic exereises of the 
•sinm. ' Thie custom to which I allude was vulgarly 
B by the name of bundUnff — a superstitious rite 
red by the young people of both sexes, with which 
nsoally terminated their festivities ; and which was 

up with religious strictness, by the more bigoted 
vlgar part of the community. This ceremony was 
isc^ in those primitive times, considered as an indis- 
Me preliminary to matrimony j their courtships 
Bcncing where ours usually finish. By which means 

acquired that intimate acquaintance with each 
*s good qualities before marriage, which has been 
Moced by philosophers the sure basis of a happy 
u Thus early did this cunning and ingenious 
le display a shrewdness at making a bargain, which 
vcr since distinguished them — and a strict adherence 
e good old jrulgar maxim about <* buying a pig in a 
• 

» this sagacious custom, therefore, do I chiefly 
Imte the unparalleled increase of the Yanokie or Yankee 

•y for it is a certain fact, well autlienticated by court 
rds and parish registers, that wherever the practice of 
Ififlgf prevailed, there was an amazing number of 
ly brats annually born unto the state, without the 
se q€ the law, or the benefit of clergy ; and it is 
f astOBtshing that the learned Malthus, in his treatise 
opntotion, has entirely overlooked this singular fact, 
bcr did the irregularity of their birth operate in the 

to tiMir disoaragement. On the contrary, they grew 
t long-sided, raw-boned, hardy race of whoreson 
crs, irood cutters, fishermen, and pedlers, and strap. 

eom-fed wenches: who, by their unite^ efforts, 
ed marvellously towards populating those notable 
s of country called Naof ncket, Pistcataway, aul Ciil^ 

X 
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CHAP. VII. 

How (hese Hmple Barhariam turned out to be noioi 
Squafters-^^Sfow they buUi Air-CtutleSy and attem 
io initiate the Nederlanders in the Mystery of BUndi 

In the UflSt! chapter I have friven a faithful btat ui 
jadiced account of the origin of that sihguhir' twt 

Ssople, inhabiting the country eastward of the IC: 
ederlandts ^ but I have yet to inentioik.certain pec 
habits which rendered them exceedingly obnosdous to 
ever honoured Dutch ancestors. 

'the most prominent of these was a certain rami 
pliropeniity, with which, like the sons of Ishmael, 
seeiti to have been gifted by heaven, and which contini 
gottds ihem on, to shift their residence from place to p 
io that a Yankee farmer is in a constant state of mi(^ 
tahying occ^ionally here and there ; clearing land 
other people to enjoy, building houses for others to int 
and in a manner may be considered the wandering An 
AnHerilcA:. 

flis first thought, un coming to the years of manl 
Is to eettle himself in the world— which means nol 
more nor less than to begin his rambles. To thii 
he tdces unto himself fur a wife some dashing coi 
heiress; that is to say, a buxom rosy-chceked w 
passing rich in red ribands, glass-beads, and mock tori 
iliilel! cotnbs, with a white gown and morocco shoe 
SAnAiy } and deeply skilled in the mystery of making i 
gweetraeats, long-sauce, and pumpkm pie. 

Having thus provided himself, like a true pedkr, 
a hfeavy knapsack, wherewith to regale his dwo 
Ihrongh the journey of life, he literally sets oat a 
j^eregifnation. His whole family, household fmrni 
and farming utensils, are hoisted into a covered cart, 
own and his wife's wardrobe packed up in a firkin : i 
done, ht shoulders his axe^ takes his staff in hii I 
whistles, ** yankee doodle,^* and trudges off to the wc 
as cbnildent of the protection of Providence, and lel 
at cheerfully upon his own resources, as did en 
patriarch or yore, when he journeyed into a itr 
amAU^ of Uift O^tUes. Having buried himself in 
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M, he biiiklB himseif a 4og but, dean awaya com 
potato ))atcb, aiMl, Providence BmiliRg upon bis 
is soon surrounded by a snug farai and fiOme half 
r flaxen-beaded urchins, who, by their siae, seem 
prung all at once out of the earth, like a crop of 

3. 

is not the nature of this most indefatigable of 
•re to rest contented with any state of sublunary 
it — trnprofoement is bis darling passion, and having 
>roved his lauds, his next care is to provide a 
worthy the residence of a landholder. A huge 
>f pine boards immediately springs up in the 
the wilderness, large enough for a parish church, 
liAed with windows of all dimensions, but so 
nd flimsy withal, that every blast gives it a 4t of 

s time the outside of this mighty air caitie is 
id, either the funds or the zeal of our adventurer 
isted, so that he barely manages to b^l^ finish one 
thin, where the whole family bmprow together; 
e rest of the bouse is devoted to the caring of 
8, or storing of carrots and potatoes, and is 
I with fanciful festoons of wilted peaches and dried 
rbe outside remaining unpainted, grows venerably 
Lb time j the family wardrobe is laid und^ CoiW 

for old hats, petticoats, and breeches, to stuff 
ntiken windows ; while the four winds of 'faeafen 
a whistling and howling about this aerial palace, 

as many unruly gambols, as they did of yore, in 
of t>ld iEolus. 

bumble 4og hut, which whilome nestled this 
ig family snugly within its narrow but comfortable 
ands liard by in ignominious contrast, degi*aded 
w-bouse or pigsty ; and the whole scene reminds 
ibly of a fable, which I am surprised has never 
orded, of an aspiring snail, who quits his humble 
>n, which he 'filleil witli great res{>ectability, to 
ito the empty slicH of a lobster — where he would 
t have resided with great style and splendour, the 
d bate of all the pains-taking snails of liis neigh- 
d, bad he not accideutalty perished with cold in 
icr of his stupendous mansion. 

thus completely settled, nnd, to use bi& ohiu 

L 2 
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words, ** to rights,** one would imagiDe that he would begin 
to enjoy the comforts of his situation, to read news-papers, 
talk politics, neglect his own business, and attend to the 
afiairs of .the nation, like a useful and patriotic citizcm*, 
but now it is that this wayward disposition begins again tu 
operate. He soon grows tired of a spot where there is uu 
loiter any room for improvement, sells his fSamD, air- 
castle, petticoat windows and all, reloads his cart^ shooldcn 
his axe, puts himself at the head of his ikmily, tad 
wanders away in search of new lands — again to fell trees— 
again to clear com fields — again to build a shingle pabtti 
and aeain to sell off, and wander. 

Such were the people of Connecticut, who bordered 
upon the eastern frontier of Nieuw Nedeilandta, and my 
rcAders may easily imagine what obnoxious neighboan 
this light hearted but restless tribe must have been to our 
tranquil progenitors. If they cannot, 1 would ask them if 
they hfM^e ever known one of our regular, well orgaiuxed 
Dutch families, whom it hath pleued heaven to afflict 
with the neighbourhood of a French boarding house. 
The honest old burgher cannot take his aftemoon^s pipe, 
on the bench before hu door, but he b persecuted with 
the scraping of fiddles, the chattering of women^ and 
the squalling of children — he cannot sleep at night for the 
horrible melodies of some amateur, who chooses to 
serenade the moon, and display his teirible proficioiqf is 
exeeuiUmy by playing demisemiquavers in alt on the 
clarionet, the hautboy, or some other soft-toned iostni- 
ment — nor can he leave the street-door open, but his howe 
is defiled by the unsavoury visits of a troop of pug dofEiy 
who even sometimes carry their loathsome ravages into tk 
sanctum sanctorum, the parlour. 

If my readers have ever witnessed the sufferings id 
such a family, so situated, they may form some idea bev 
our worthy ancestors were distressed by their movniiii 
neighbours of Connecticut. 

Gangs of these marauders, we are told, penetrated iolo 
the New Netherland settlements, and threw whole villifCi 
into consternation by their unpai'alleled volubility, md 
their intolerable inquisitiveness — two evil habits hitholo 
unknown in those parts, or only known to be abhorred) 
for our ancestors were noted, as being men of trvly 
Spartan taciturnity, and who neither knew nor cared aaght 
about any body^scoivceti»\i\\V>\x^\T qhivi. ^"^kl^ enormities 
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wvrv C()niiuitte<l on the highways, where severul iinDflTeiKi- 
in^ bui^hi'i-s weiv brought. to a slaiid, and tortuied with 
(juestiuUH and ^iirsscs ; which outrages occa^iioiicd as much 
vexation and heart bumiug as do^ the motlcni right of 
eearcfa od the high soob. 

Great jealousy did tbey^ likewise stir up, by their inter- 
meddlin? and success among the divine sex ; for being a 
race of brisk, lively, pleasant tongucd varlcls, they soon 
sednced the lipfht affections of the simple damsels fi-om 
their ponderous Dutch gallants. Among other hideous 
cnstoinK, they attempted to introduce among tlicni that of 
hundling, which the Dlitcb lasses of the Nederlandts, with 
that eager passnn foir^ novelty and foreign fashions natuml 
to their sex^ seemed very well inclined to follow ; but that 
tbeir mothers, being more experienced in the world, and 
better acquainted with men and things, strenuously dis- 
countenanced all such outlandish innovations. 

But what chiefly operated to embroil our ancestors with 
IhcK t>-tranj^c folk, was an unwarrantable liberty which 
(hey occasionally took of entering in. hordes into the 
territories of the New Netherlands, and settling themselves 
down, without leave^or license, to improve tHe land in the 
manner 1 have before noticetl. This unceremonious mode 
of taking possession of new land was technically termed 
tquvftingf and hence is derived the appellation of squat' 
fen; a name odious in the ears of all great landliolders, 
and which u given to those enterprising worthies, who 
leize upon land first, and take their chance to make 
good their title to it afterwards. 

All these grievances, and many others which were 
constantly accnmulating, tended to form that dark and 
portentous cloud which, as I observed in a formci' chapter, 
was slowly gatiiering over the ti-anqnil province of New 
Netherlainls. Tlie paci6c cabinet of Van Twiller, how- 
ever, as will be ])erceivcd in the sequel, {M>re them all wiffi 
a magnanimity that redounds to their immortal credit— 
lieconiiug by ]iassive endurance inured to .this incre^iqg 
faass of wron<:^ j like the sa^e old woman of Kpli^us, 
who by dint of carrying about a ealf from the time jt Wjfs 
bom, continued to curry it without diHiculty when it had 
^rowB to be an ox. 
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CHAP. VlII. 



How the Fori Goed Hoop was fearfiiUif bdeoffured—kew 

ike renowned Wouier fell into a prcfimnd dombty and 

how he ftnalhf enaporaUd. 

By this time my readors must fnlly perceire what an 
arduous task I have undertaken — collecting and coHatiog 
with painful minuteness the chronicles of past timeS) 
whose events almost defy the powers of research — expkirii^ 
a little kind of Herculaneum of history, which had laid 
nearly for ages buried under the rubbish of years, and 
almost totally forgotten — raking up the limbs and frag- 
ments of disjointed facts ; and endeavouring to put'tbeoi 
scrupulously together, so as to restore them to their 
original form and connexion — now lugging furtb the 
character of an almost forgotten hero, like a mutilated 
statue-^now deciphering a half defaced inscripti<m ; and 
now lighting upon a mouldering manuscript, which, after 
painiiil study, scarce repays the ti*ouble of perusal. 

In such case how much has the reader to depend upon 
the honour and probity of his author, lest^ like a caanisjif 
antiquarian, lie either impose upon him spurious fabfka* 
lion of his own, for a precious relique from antiquity, or 
else dress up the dismembered fragment, with such &lie 
trappings, that it is scarcely possible to distinguish tk 
truth from the fiction with which it is enveloped. Tbifl is 
a grievance which I have more than once had to IsBMat, 
in the course of my wearisome researches among Ike 
works of my fellow historians ; who have strangely im- 
guised and distorted the facts respecting this country; 
and particularly respecting the great province of New 
Netheriands ; as will be perceived by any who will tafcetke 
trouble to compare their romantic effusions, tricked oat ii 
the meretricious gauds of fable, with this authentic hiitorf. 

I have had more vexations of the kind to encounter, ■ 
those parts of my history which treat of the transactwsi 
n the eastern border, than in any other, in consequence of 
the troops of historians who have infested those qaartti% 
and have shown the honest people of Nieuw Nederlaiidli 
no mercy in their works. Among the rest, Mr. BeqjaMS 
Trumbull arrogaiitly declares, that ^ the Dutch were 
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always mere intruders.**— Now to this I shall make no 
other reply than to proceed in the steady narration of my 
history, which will contain not only proofs tliat the Dutch 
bad clear title and possession in the fair valleys of the 
Connecticut, and that they were wrongfully dispossessed 
thereof; but likewise that they have been scandalously 
maltreated eyer- since, by the misrepresentation of the 
crafty historians of New" England. And in thu I shall he 
guided by a spvit of truth and impartiality, and a regard 
to immortal fame ; for I would not wittingly dishonour my 
work by a single falsehood, misrepresentation, or prejudice, 
tboBgh it should gain our forefathers the whole country of 
New England. 

It was at an early period of the province, and previous 
to the arrival of the renowned Wouter, that the cabinet of 
Nieaw Nederlandts purchased the lands about the Con- 
MTticut, and established for their superintendence and 
protection a fortified post on the banks of the river, which 
was called Fort Goed Hoop, and was situated hard by the 
present fiair city of Hartford. The command of this im- 
portant post, together with the rank, title, and appoint- 
ments or conunissary, were given in charge to the gallant 
lacobas Van Curlet, or as some historians will Imvc it 
Vaa Curtis ; a most doughty soldier, of that stomachfu* 
clam, of Which we have such numbers on parade days ;l 
who are famous for eating all they kill. He was of a 
very soldierlike appearance, and would have been an 
exceeding tall man, had his 1^^ been in proportion to his 
body ; bat the latter being long, and the former uncom- 
moally abor t, it gave him the uncouth appearance of a tall 
■•■^ body momited upon a little man*s legs. He made up 
Ibr this iur Dspit construction of body by throwing his legs 
to sBcb an extent when he marched, that you would have 
swera be h^ on the identical seven-league boots of the 
fcr-fiuBed Jac V the giant killer ; and so astonishingly high 
did be tread on any great military occasion, that his 
■oUiers were o/)f« times alarmed, lest he should trample 
hiwwif ander foot. 

Bat Butwithstan^ inir the erection of this fort, and the 
appoiaCment of this ugly tittle man of war as a commander, 
theiatrrpid Yankees oontit^oed those daring interloplngs 
wUcb 1 have hinted at in my last chapter -, and taking 
advantage of the character which the cabinet of Y(q>]\c\ 
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Vau Twiller soon acquired 'for prefo«iR«l andpM^mati 
Iraiiquillity — (lid audacioHHly invade the territories of tt 
Nieuw Nedcriaudts, and gquat themselves down -wilhin 4t 
very jurisdiction of Fort Goed HHoop. ' - ■ 

On beholding this outrage, the lou^ bodied ¥aiiCarl< 
proceeded as became a prompt and valiaefat ioMc*. H 
itnmediately protested against these unWalktaiifable ei 
evoaehmeDts, in low Dutch, by way of idapiring ma 
tcwor, and forthwith despatched a copy of Itie protest i 
the governor at New-Amsterdam, tegether with a lonfp an 
bitter account of the aggressicms of the enemy. Vh 
doney 'he ordered bis men, oiue and all, to be of ^oc 
cheer — shut the gate of the fort, smoked thi'ee pip^ wei 
to bed, and awaited tlie result with a resolute and iutrepi 
tranquillity, that greatly animated his adherents, and i 
d#«bt struck sore dismay aud affright into the hearts < 
the enemy. 

Now it came to pa<«, that about this time, 'the renownc 
-Wbuter Van Twiller, full of years and lionours, ai 
council diuners,had reached that period of life and lacull 
which, accordiug to the gi*eat Gulliver, entitles a man i 
admission into the ancient order of StruldlMruggs. fl 
employed his time in Smoking bis Turkish pipe,' ftmid a 
assemblagic df sages^ eqntdly' enlightened, aid nearivi 
venerable as himself, ahd who, for their silence, :tne 
gravity, then* wisdom, and -their cautious averseness t 
«eming to any conclusion in business, are only to 'b 
equalled by certain profound corporations which 'I hanr 
known in my time. Upon reading the protest of th 
iprilant Jacobus Van Curlet, therefore, his excellency ftl 
Straightway into one of the deepest doubts that ever^ wa 
known to encounter ; his capacious head gradually droope 
on'his chest,* he closed his eyes, ayid inclined bis eair ti 
one side, as if listening with great attention to the dk 
«usSionthat was going ou in his^belly ; which all whorlmei 
him declared to be the huge court-house, or cooocft 
chsMiberef bis thoughts; forming to his head whattki 
house of representatives do to the senate. An inartico||l( 
sound, vei^ much resembling a snore, occasionally escaped 
•him 5 but the nature of this internal cogitati<Qn was new 

* "Perplexed .withva»t affairs of staie.^d U>wo„ 
llis Ki«at Uti^d beiu^ ovct»et tiangi* iiawii." 

T^\*¥.CUDE1J«, in Pefides. 
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known, jis be never c»|»en€d his lips on the subject to man, 
woman, or child. In the meantime, the protest of Van 
Curlet laid quietly oti the table, where it served to li|^t 
the pipes of the venerable sauces assembled in council ; 
and in the great smoke which they raised, the gallant 
Jacobus, his protest, and his mighty Fort Goed Hoop, 
were soon as completely beclouded and forgotten, as is a 
question of emergency swallowed up in the speeches and 
resirfutions of a niodern session of congress. 

There are certain emei^encies when your profound 
legblatora and sage deliberative councils are mightily in 
the way of a nation ', and when an ounce of hair-brained 
decision is worth a pound of sage doubts and cautious 
discHssioa. Such at least was tl^ case at present ; for 
while the renowned Wonter Van Twillcr was daily battling 
with his doubts, and his restitution growing weaker and 
weaker in the contest, the enemy pushed further and 
farther into his territories, and assumed a most formidable 
appearance in the neighbourhood of the Fort Goed Hoop. 
Hoe they founded the mighty town of Pyquagf or, as it has 
since been called, Weaihersfidd ; a place which, if we 
may credit the assertions of that worthy historian John 
Josselyn, Gent. ^ hath been iniamous by reason of the 
witches therein.**— And so daring did these men of Pyquag 
become, that they extended those plantations of onions, for 
which their town is illustrious, under the very noses of the 
garrison of Fort Goed Hoop— insomuch that the honest 
Dtttcbmen could not look toward that quarter without tears 
in their eyes. 

This crying injustice was regarded with proper indigna- 
tion by the gallant Jacobus Van Curlet. He absolutely 
tronbled with the amazing violence of his choler, and the 
otaoerbations of hn valour j which seemed to be the more 
tarbuleot in their workings, from the length of the body in 
whidi they were agitated. He forthwith proceeded to 
atiencthen his redoubts, heighten his breast works, deepen 
his fosse, and fortify his position with a double row of 
abbatis ; after which ^valiant precautions, he, with nneau 
iwpled intrepidity, despatched a fresh courier with 
tremaidoas accounts of his perilous situation. Never 
did the modem hero, who immortalized himself at the 

Mcond Sabine war, show greater valour in the art of letter 
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wMikigt or distin^ifih himself more glorioasly 
IMiper, Iban the baroic Van Curlet. 

Tlie coarier choseo to bear these alarminj^ desi 
vas a fat oHy little mau, as being least liable to bi 
•at, or to lose leather on the journey ; and to iasi 
speed, be was mounted on the fleetest waggon borsc 
carrisoo, remarkable for his leB{^ of liinb, iargei 
hoiie^ and hardness of trul ; and so taAl, tfiat tt 
messenger was ofa4i«red to climb on bis back by m 
bis f aU and crupper. Such extraordinary speed 
make, that be anived at Fort Amsterdam in lit 
than a moalb, though the distance was full two h 
pipes, or about 120 miles. 

-The -extraordinary appearance of this portentous « 
would have thnnvn tbe whole town of ^'efw Amfl 
mto a quandary, 4iad 4he good people troubled «libei 
albout any-tbiug more th»n thdr domestic aifairs. 
an appearance of gfreat liurry and business, and si 
a sbovt travelling pipe, be proceeded on « long swi 
tbrougfa 4iie muddy kuies of the metropolis, demc 
whole batobes of dirt plies, wbioh tbe 'little Datcb c 
were making in the road ; and 4w which kiftd of 
the children of this oty ibatve ever been famou 
arriving at tbe goyemoi^s -bouse, be d imbed dow 
bis steed in greet tfepidation— -roused the gray 
door-keeper, o1d''J%aat6, who, like bis lineal descendi 
faithfal representative, tbe venemble crier of our 
was nodding at bis poet— rattled at tbe door of the 
chamber, and startled the members as they were 
over a plaiitforjeatablishing a public market. 

At'tbat repy moment a gentle gnint, or rather 
drawn snore, was beard 'from tbe <^ir of tbe f^ove 
wtriff -of smoke was at the same instant obser 
escape <iom his lips, and a light cloud to ascend fi 
bewl of bis pipe. The council of course suppos- 
engaged in deep sleep 'for the g^ood of the communy 
according to custom in all such cases established 
man bawled lOut Silence, in order to maintain U'anq 
when «f a sudden the door iiew open, and tb 
courier straddled intO'the apartment, cased to tbe 
in a pair of Hessian boots, which he bad got into 
8ske of expedition. In his righj band be held fb 
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ominous dispatches, and with his left grasped firmly the 
waistband of his galligaskins, which bad unfortunately 
I^Ycn way in the exertion of descending from bis horse. 
He stumped resolutely up to the governor, and with more 
hurry dian perspicuity delivered his message. But fortu- 
nately his ift-tidmgs came too late to ruffle the tranquillity 
of this most tranquil of rulers. His venerable excellency 
had just breathed and smoked his last — ^bis lungs and his 
pipe having been exhausted together, and his peaceful soul 
haying escaped in the last whiff that curled from his 
tobacco pipe. In a word, the renowned Walter the 
t)oubtpr, who had so often slumbered with his con- 
tteipohi^ies, nb# slept with his fatbei'S, and Wilhehnus 
K^^ goVeirned tA his stead. 
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BOOK FOURTH. 

CONTAINING THE CHRONICLES OF THE REIGN OF 
WILLIAM THE TESTY. 



CHAP. 1. 



Showing the nature of HUtory in gmierdl; eoniaining 

fwrthennore the universal acquirements of WilUam the 

Testy f and how a Man may ham so much as to render 

himself good for nothing. 

When the lofty Thucydides is about to enter on hb 
description of the plague that desokited Athens, one of 
his modern commentators* assures the reader, that his 
history '* is now going to be exceeding solemn, serions, 
and pathetic ; and hints, with that air of chuckling gratula- 
tion, with which a good dame draws forth a choice morsel 
from a cupboard to regale a iayourite, that this plague, 
will give his history a most agreeable variety. 

In like manner did my heart leap within me when I 
came to the dolorous dilemma of Fort Good Hope, whidi 
I at once perceived to be the forerunner of a series of 
great events and entertaining disasters. Such are the 
true subjects for the historic pen. For what is history, ia 
fact, but a kind of Newgate calendar, a register of the 
crimes and miseries that man has inflicted on his fellow- 
man ? It is a huge libel on human nature, to which we 
industriously add page after page, volume after volume^ 
as if we were building up a monument to the houour 
rather than the infamy of our species. If we turn over* 
the pages of these chronicles that man has written of 
himself, what are the characters dignified by the appdhu 
tion of great, and held up to the admiration of posterity ? 
—Tyrants, robbers, conquerors, renowned only for «B 
magnitude of their misdeeds, and the stupendous wrongs 
and miseries they have inflicted on mankind— -waniorib 
who have hired themselves to the trade of blood, not fiom 

• Sm^tti'tThuctd, Vol. I. 
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motives of virtuoua patriotism, or to protect the injured 
and defenceless, but merely jto gain the vaunted glory of 
being adroit and successful in massacring their fellofr 
beings ! What are the great events that constitute a glo- 
rious era ? The fall of empires-— the desolation of happy 
countries-— splendid cities smoking in their ruins— the 
proudest works of art tambled in the dust — the shrieks 
and groans of whole nations ascending unto heaven ! 

It is thus the historians may be said to thrive on the 
miseries of mankind— they ai*e like the birds of jprey that 
hover oyer the field of battle, to fatten on the mighty dea^. 
It WIS observed by a great projector of inland lock navl- 
pttiooy tfast riveni, lakes, and oceans, were only formed to 
feed canals. In like manner I am tempted to believe, 
that plots, conspiracies, wars, victories, and massacres, are 
wdaiued by Providence only as food for the historian. 

It is a source of great delight to the philosopher, in 
studying tbe wonderful economy of nature, to trace the 
mutual dependencies of things, how they are created recio 
procally for each other, and how the most noxious and 
Appareotly anuecessary animal lias its uses. Thus those 
tvariBs of flies, which are so often execrated as useless 
venuioy are created for the sustenance of spiders ; and 
<pidcfSy on the other hand, are evidently made to devour 
6iet. So those heroes who have been such pests in the 
World were bounteously provided as themes for the poet 
and the historian, while the poet and historian were dei- 
tiued to record the achievements of heroes. 

These and many similar reflections naturally arose in 
my aaind as 1 took up my pen to commence the reign of 
William Xieft ; for now the stream of our history, which 
hitherto has rolled in a tranquil cuiTent, is about to 
«lepart for ever from its peaceful haunts, and brawl 
through many a turbulent and rugged scene. Like some 
sleek OK, which, liaving fed and rattened in a rich clover 
field, lies sunk in luxurious repose, and will bear repe ated 
taaots and blows before it heaves its unweildy limbs, and 
domsily aronses from its slumbera ; so the province Of 
the Nieaw Nederlandts, being long thriven and gro^^ 
oorp«lent nnder the prosperous reign of the Doubter, ura^ 
reluctantly awakened to a melancholy conviction that, b 
patient sufferance, its grievances had become so numerou^ 
and aggravating, that it was preferable to repel Uxva 
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and his subject in a fog of contradictions and perplexitic 
and then would get into a mighty passion with his advc 
sary for not being convinced gratis. 

It is in knowledge as in swimming,— be wlio ostent 
tioiisly sports and flounders on the surface makes mo 
noise and splashing, and attracts more attention, than tl 
industrious pearl diver, who plunges in search of treasnr 
to the bottom. The <* universal acquirements** of WilUa 
Kieft were the subject of great marvel and admirati 
among his countrymen ; he figured about at the Hagi 
with as much vain-glory as does a profound Bonze 
Pekin, who has mastered half the letters of the Chine 
alphabet; and, in a word, was unanimously pronoanc 
a univerHU genius f^-^l have known many univen 

fcniuses in [my time, though, to speak my mind fred 
never knew one, who, for the ordinary purposes of lii 
was worth his weight in straw ; but for the purposes 
government, a little sound judgment, and plain comm 
sense, is wortb all the sparkling genius that ever wro 
poetry, or invented theories. 

Strauge as it may sound, therefore, the wniwnal a 
quiremenis of the illustrious Wilhelmus were very mw 
in his way ; and had he been a less learned man^ it is po 
sible he would have -been a much greater governor. I 
was exceedingly fond of trying philosophical and politic 
experiments : and having stuffed his head full of scri] 
and remnants of ancient republics, and oligarchies, ai 
aristocracies, and monarchies, and the laws of Solon, ai 
Lycurgus, and Charondas, and the imaginary comiWM 
wealth of Plato, and the Pandects of Jkistinian, and 
thousand other fragments of venerable antiquity, he wt 
for ever bent upon introducing some one or other of the 
into use ; so that, between one contradictory measure ai 
another, he entangled the government of the little proviM 
of Nieuw Nederlandts in more knots, during his admin 
tration, than half a dozen successors could have untied. 

No sooner had this bustling little man been blown hn 
whiff of fortune in the seat of government, than he cale 
together his council, and delivered a very animated spcic 
on the affairs of the province. As every body knows whi 
a glorious opportunity a governor, a prettident, or evca a 
emperor has of drubbing his enemies in hi.s spt^Kihes, mt 
(pages, and bu\Wt\n«, where he has the talk all on- hii ow 
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skle, they may be sure the bigli-mettlcd William -Kieft 
did not sufFcr bo IH^ourablc an oiTasioti to escape iiim« 
of evincing tbat gallantry of tongiie common to ' all able 
legislators. Before he commenced, it is recorded that he 
took out bis packet handkeichict^ aud gave a very sonorous 
blast of the nose, accoittiug to the usual custom of great 
orators. This, in general, i bclierc, is intended as a 
siffoal trumpet, to call the attention of the auditors ; bat 
wBh -William the Testy H boasted a more classic canse, 
ibr be -had read of the singular expedient of that fiwions 
deipsgogne Caiu3 Crracchus, who, when be barfingued the 
RonuQ populace, modulated his tones by an oratorical 
-flute or piteb-pipe. 

Tins preparatory symphony being perfbrmecf, be com- 
i^enced by expressing an humble sense of bis ,own want 
of talents, his utter un worthiness of the honour conferred 
npon him, and his humiliating incapacity to discharge the 
important duties of his new station : in short, he expressed 
so contemptible an opinion of himself, that many simple 
country members present, ignorant that these wei-e mere 
words of course, always used on such occasions, were very 
nneasy, and even felt wrath that he should accept an office 
for which he was consciously so inadequate. 
. He then proceeded in a manner nighly classic, pro- 
foaodly emditc, and nothing at all to the purpose 3 being 
Dotliing more than a pompous account of all the govern- 
JBCBts of ancient Greece, and the wars of Rome and Car- 
thage, together with the rise and fall of sundry outlandish 
enpiresy about which the assembly knew no more than 
their great grandehiklreu who were yet unborn. Thus 
Inviiig, after the manner of your learned orators, convinced 
the audience that he was a man of many words and great 
croditian, he at length came to the less important part of 
faii speecby the situiSion of the province ^ and bci'e he soon 
worked himself into a fearful rage against the Yankees, 
whom ;he . compaied to the Gaub who desolated Rom^ 
aod the Goths and Vandals who over ran the fairest plains^ 
of Europe— nor did he forget .to mention, in terms of 
adequate opprobnum, the insolence with which they had 
encroached upon the territories of New Netherlands, an(l 
the uDjiaraUeled audacity with which diey bad commenced 
the town of New Plymouth, and planted the. onion patches 
of Wcatbcrbfiehl undtr ihv very walls of I'ovt Go*iAH<sto^. 
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HaTiDg thus artfully wrought np his tale of terror to a 
climaxy he assumed a self-satufied look, and declared, 
with a nod of knowing import, that; he had taken measures 
to put a final stop to these encroachments--4hat he had 
been obliged to have recourse to a dreadful engine of 
warfare, lately invented, awful in its effects, but authorised 
by direful necessity. In a word, he was resolved to conquer 
the Yankees— by proclamation. 

For this purpose he had; prepared a tremendous instra- 
ment of the kind,* ordering, commanding, and e^joiiiiBg 
the intruders aforesaid forthwith to remove, departy «mI 
withdraw from the districts, regions, and territories afore- 
said, under pain of isuffering all the penalties, forfinturssi 
and punishments in such case made and provided, kc. 
This proclamation, he assured them, would at once exter- 
minate the enemy from the face of the country ; and he 
pledged his valour as a governor, that within two months 
after it was published, not one stone should remain ou 
another in any of the towns which they had builu 

The council remained for some time silent after he had 
finished; whether struck dumb with admiration at the 
brilliancy of his project, or put to sleep by the length of 
his harangue, the history of the times doth not mention. 
Suffice iW to say, they at length gave a general grunt of 
acquiescence; the 'proclamation was immediately des- 
patched with due ceremony, having the g^reat seal of the 
province^ which was about the size of a buckwheat pan- 
cake, attached to it by a broad red riband. Governor Kiefl, 
having thus vented his indignation, felt greatly relieved^ 
adjourned the council sine cue, — put on his cocked hat and 
corduroy small-clothes, and, mounting a tall raw boned 
charger, trotted out to his country seat, which was situated 
In a sweet, sequestered swamp, now called Dutch ^Street) 
but more commonly known by the name of Dog^s Misery. 
* Here, like the good Numa, he reposed from the toib 
of legislation, taking lessons m government, not firam the 
Nymph Egeria, but from the honoured wife of his bosom; 
who was one of that peculiar kind of females, sent upss 
earth a little before the flood, as a punishment for the sw 
of mankind, and commonly known by the appeUatkm of 
knowing women. In fact, my duty as an historian oUign 
me to make known a circumstance which was a gn$i 
secret .at t^e tune, aviA cmiKcvueutly was not a suhjea of 
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scandal at more than half Ihe tea tables of New Amster. 
dam, but whirh^ like many other great secrets, has leaked 
out in the lafwe of years ; and this was, that the gn^eat 
Wilbehniis the Testy, though one of the most potent little 
men that ever breathed, yet submitted at liome to a species 
of goyemment, neither laid down iu Aristotle nor Plato ; 
in Aortf it partook of the nature of a pure, unmixed 
tyranny, and is familiarly denominated petticoat ffovem^ 
mad. An absolute sway, which, though exceedingly 
common in these modem days, was very rare among the 
andentty if we may Judge from the rout made about the 
domestic economy of honest Socrates, which is the only 
ancient case on record. 

The threat Kieft, however, warded off all the sneers and 
sarcasoM of his particular friends, who are ever ready to 
joke with a man on sore poinds of the kind, by alleging 
that it was a government of bis own election, to which he 
submitted through choice; adding at the same time a 
pn^ound maxim which he had found in an ancient author, 
that ** he who would aspire to govern, should first learn 
too6cy.^ 



CHAP. II. 

/ft wkUk are recorded the sage prajects of a Ruler of 

wuMrJoI Creniue. The Art of Fighting by Proclamation 

— OMff how that the valiant Jaoohus Van Curlet came to 

he foully dishonoured at Fort Goed Hoop. 

NsTBK was a more comprehensive, a more expeditious, 
or, what Is still better, a more economical measure devised, 
tfawi this, of defeating the Yankees by proclamation : an 
ezpedleot, likewise, so humane, so gentle, and pacific, 
there were ten diances to one in favour of its succeeding, 
hat tlien there was one chance to ten that it would not 
snoceed : as the ill-natured fates would have it, that single 
chanoe carried the day ! The prockinuition was perfect 
in all its parts, well constructed, well written, well sealed, 
and well pnblished— all that was wanting to insvre its 
effect was, that the Yankees should stand in awe of it ; 
bet, provoking to relate^ they treated it wvlh tbit ^*(m>V 
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Jf J^ ^htm oaoe it bejaa to rack, it winM 
fmrgc the bad of these npadou tartraden. "TiMi^ 
hoverrr, tint tat of all expaiaeaiM both m 'jMlotoi/kf 
and potitici, at le:;rtii amtinced the gnat Kim, that hs 
pnpdaBatMa vBs ^bortire ; and that, notwithataiMlinf he 
had waited fiwr Tcan m a state of oonstaiit irritadoa} yd 
faevas itill fiirtberoff thaa erer froat the direct of llh 
wishes. His impbcaUe adrcrsarics in die eaat beoiaK 
man and more tnmblesome in their encroadinienlBy aad 
tboBded the thriTing colony of Ibrtfiardy dose i^mhi the 
skirts of Fort Gocd Hoop. They moreorer coaimfoce^ 
the fair scttieaient of Newhaven (alias the Red HillO 
within the dooAains of their high mightincsnfn whiif the 
onion patches of Pjquag were a continual eye-aore to the 
garrison of Van Curlet. Upon beholding, therefiMrc^ the 
inefficacy of his measure, the aoge Kieft, like many a 
worthy practitioner of physic, laid the blame, not to the 
mf d i c in e, but the quantity ada ia i slia ed j aad aanlBlriif 
resolved to double the dure. 

!■ the year less, thercioR, that beiag (the ft—fc year 
of his reign, he fuhninated against theai ««aEDad prorlt' 
mation, of heavier metal than the former j wridcn ii 
thundering long sentences, not one word ii whkh ma 
under five syUables. This, in fiict, was a kind of nop^iMr- 
course bill, forbidding and prohibiting all commerce aal- 
eonnexion, between any and every of tiie aaM VulBte 
hitrnders, and the said fortified post of Fort-GoedBoop^ 
and ordering, commandinr, and advisii^ all bia tnsl^i 
loyal, [and well beloved snl^ects, to furnish them with w 
supplies of gin, gingerbread, or sour crout j to bwr ^B/m 
of ttirir pacing horses, meazly pork, apple biiiiid|^ 'Ya^BR 
ruifl^ eider wster, apple sweetmeats, WeatfaersfieM omi^ 
or #oo(lun liowls-, but to starve aud ^sctemiinstc Hfcm 
frrjfii Mie face of iWXau'^. 
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Another pause of a twelvemonth ensued, during which 
the last procbmation received the same attention, and 
expcrieaced the same fate as the first ', at the end of which 
term, the gallant Jacobus Van Curlet despatched his an- 
nual messenger^ with his customary budget of complaints 
and entreaties. Whether the regular interval of a year, 
intervening between the arrival of Van Curlet*8 couriers, 
was occasioned by the systematic regularity of his move- 
ments, or by the immense distance at which he was 
sutioned from the seat of government, is a matter of 
uncertainty. Some have ascribed it to the slowness of his 
mMBcngers, who, as I have before noticed, were chosen 
linom the shortest and fattest of his garrison, as least likely 
to be worn out on the road j and who, being pur8y^ short- 
wiaded little men, generally travelled fifteen miles a 
day, and then laid by a whole week — to rest. All thesi^ 
however, are matters of conjecture ; and 1 rather think it 
■ay be ascribed to the immemorial maxim of this worthy 
cowitryy and which has ever influenced all its public 
tmmctions— not to do things in a hurry. 

The gallant Jacobus Van Curlet iu his despatches respect- 
folly represented, that several years had now elapsed since 
hii first application to his late excellency, the renowned 
W<mter Van Twiller ^ during which interval his garrison 
had been reduced nearly one-eighth, by the death of two 
of his most valiant and corpulent soldiers, who had acci- 
deatally over-eaten themselves on some fat salmon, caught 
m the Varsche River. He further stated, that the enemy 
persisted in their inroads, taking no notice of the fort 
or its inhabitants, but squatting themselves down, and 
formiug settlements all around it ; so that, in a little while, 
he should find himself enclosed and blockaded by the 
enemy, and totally at their mercy. 

But among the most atrocious of his grievance^) 1 find 
the ibOowiiv still on record, which may serve to show the 
Moody-minaed outrages of these savage intruders. ** In 
the mean time, they of Hartford have not onely usurped 
and taken in the lands of Conuei>ticott, although uurighte- 
onsly and against the lawes of nations, but have hindered 
our nation in sowing theire owne purchased broken up 
lands, but have also sowed them with come in the night, 
which the Netherlandei-s lied bn)ke» up and intended to 
Bowe; and have beaten the servants of the high and mighty 
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the honored companic, which were talvNiriug upon thdre 
mastcrb* lands, from theirc lands, with 8tick« and plow 
stayeti, in hostile manner laming, and amou|^t the rest 
struck Ever Duckings* a hole in liis head, with a stick, 
Noe that the blood ran dowue very strongly downe upon 
his body.** 

But what is still more atrocious— 

<( Those of Hartford sold a hogg^ that belonged to the 
honored companie, under pretence that it had eaten 
of theire grounde grass, when they had uot aay foot 
of inheritance. They proffered the hogg .for b*. if the 
commissioners would have given 5#. for damage ; which 
Ae commissioners denied, because noe maa*s owue hoa 
(as men use to say) can trespass upon his owne naster 8 
grounde f." 

The receipt of this melancholy intelligence inceimd Jthe 
whole community— there was something in it that f|wlv 
to the dull comprehensions, and touchol the obtuse fff^ 
ings even of the puissant vulgar, who genei'ally re^^uinp jl 
kick in the rear to awaken their slumbering dignity^ I 
have known my profound fellow citizens bear withottt 
murmur a thousand essential iufiingements of their rights 
merely because they were not immcdiaielyobvioiia to tiftir 
senses; but the moment the unlucky Pcarce waa ;8^ 
upon our coasts, the whole body jiolitic was in a fiemMOt : 
so the enlightened Nederlanders, though they had trjsated 
the encroachments of their eastern neighbours witb bat 
little regard, and left their quill-valiant . governor to fteu 
the whole brunt of the war with his single |ieu ; yet ^kw 
every individual felt his head broken in the broken hewl 
of I)ucking8^-and the unhappy fate of their fellow citizcp 
the hog, being impressed, carried, and sold into captivity, 
awakened a grunt of sympathy from every bfisuip. 

The governor and council, goaded by the clmpoQcs of 
the multitude, now sat themselves earnestly to ddiliiente 
upon what was to be done. Proclamations had at IcsukA 
fallen into temporary disrepute ; some were (or ueoktg 
the Yankees a tribute, as we make peace offerings to tht 
petty Barbary powcra, or as the Indians sji^crlfioe to the 

• This Damp i;* no doubt mis-spelt. In sohm old Dutch MM. «f 
Ibe time, we fiiid tlie uame of Evert Diiyckiugh, wlio i« 
tiopably tlie tiufurtutmtc hero above alludcU to. 

t Haz. Col. Slat. Pass. 
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thers were for buying them out ; but this was 
as it would be acknowledipng their title to the 
' had seized. A vai'iety of measures were^ as 
lUch cases, proposed, discussed, and abandoned; 
council had at last to adopt the means, which 
most common and obvious, bad been knowinj^ly 
id: for your amazing acute politicians ai'e for 
:ing through telescopes, which only enabTc them 
Ch objects as nrc far off and unattainable ; but 
apacitate them to sec such things as are in their 
d obvious to all simple folks, who are content to 
the naked eyes heaven h:is given them. Tlie 
eouQcil, as I have said, in their pursuit after 
nterns, accidentally stumbled on the very mea- 
werc in need of; which was, to raise a E>ody of 
nd <Iesputcli them to the I'elief and reinforcement 
eurrison. This measure was carried into such 
operation, that in less than twelve months the 
peifition, consisting of a seijeant and , twelve 
B ready to march ; and was reviewed for that 
in the public square, now known by the name 
owling Green. Just at this juncture the whole 
ty was thrown into consternation by the sudden 
f the gallant Jacobus Van Curlet ; who came 
r into town at the head of his crew of tatterde- 
and bringing the melancholy tidings of his own 
id the capture of the redoubtable p(Mtt of Fort 
3p by the ferocious Yankees, 
ite of this important fortress is an impressive 
to atl mUita)*y commanders. It was neither 
y storm nor &mine ; no practicable breach was 
tiy cannon or mines ; no magazines were blown 
dUhot shot ; nor were the barracks demolished, 
rrison destroyed, by the bunting of bomb-shells. 
he place was taken by a stratagem no less singu- 
dSectual ; and one that can never foil of success, 
an opportunity occurs of patting it in practice, 
n I to add, for the credit of our illustrious ances- 
. it was a stratagem, which though it impeached 
ince, yet left the bravery of the .intrepid Van 
d his garrbon perfectly free from reproach, 
i^ars that the crafty Yankees, havmg heard of 
u* habits of the garrison, watched a favourable 
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opportunity, aud silently introduceil themselFes iato the 
fort, about the middle of a sultiy day; when its vigiUnt 
defenders, having gorged themselves with a hearty dinner, 
and smoked out their pipes, were one and all snoriog 
most obstreperously at their posts, little dreaming of so 
disastrous an occurrence. The enemy most inhumanly 
seized Jacobus Van Curlet and IKs sturdy myrmidons by 
the nape of the neck, gallanted them to the gate of the 
fort, and disoiiBsed them severally, with a kick on the 
crupper, as Charles the Twelfth dismissed the heavy 
bottomed Russians, after the battle of Narva^-K»nly takmg 
care to give two kicks to Van Curlet, as a signal mark 
of distinction. 

A strong garrison was immediately established in the 
forty consisting of twenty long-sided, hard-fisted Yankees, 
with Weathersield onions stuck in their hats, by way 
of cockades and feathers — ^long rusty fowling pieces for 
rauskett-— hasty pudding, dumb fish, pork, anid motasses, 
for stores ; and a huge pumpkin was hoisted oo the end 
of a pole, as a standard^-liba'ty caps not having as yet 
come into fashion. 



CHAP. III. 



Containing the fearful wrath of William the 7Vf(y, and 

the great dolor of the New AmtterdamwurSf fteoouM of 

the affairs of Fort Goed Hoop. — And moreover hove 

. IVUHam the Tetty did strongly fortify the City^^Toys- 

ther with the exploits qfStoffel Brinherhtff, 

Language cannot express the prodigious fury into which 
the testy Wilhelmus Kieft was thrown by this iirovokiii| 
intelligence. For three good hours the rage of Ihe Utile 
man was too great for words, or rather the words were 
too g^reat for him ; aud he was nearly choked by bom 
dosen hu^ mis-shapen, nine cornered Dutch oaths, thM 
crowded all at once into his gullet. Having blaxed'off 
the first broadside, he kept up a constant firing for three 
whole days— anathematizing the Yankees, man, woman, 
and child, body and soul, for a set of dieven, schoUie- 
jaken, deugenieteu, twSsV.z^^ckereu, loozen-schalken, bUo- 
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kaken, kakkea-beddeoy and a thousand other names, of 
wbicby unfortunately for posterity, history docs not make 
particular mention. Finally, he swore that he would hare 
nothing more to do with such a squatting, building, 
guessing, questioning, swapping, pumpkiu-eating, mo. 
fauacs-£iibing, shingle^plitting, cider- watering, horse- 
jockeying, notion-pradling crew-~that they might stay 
at Fort €ioe4 Hoop and rot, before he would dirty his 
hands by attempting to drive' them away ^ in proof of 
whicfa he orderei the new raised troops to be marched 
forthwith into winter quarters, although it was not as yet 
quite midsummer. Governor Kicft faithfully kept his word, 
and his adversaries as faithfully kept their post; and 
thus the glorious river Connecticut, and all the gay valleys 
through which it rolls, together with the salmon, shad, 
and other fish within its waters, fell into the luinds of 
the victorious Yankees, by whom they are held at this 
very day. 

Grreat despondency seized upon the city of New Am- 
sterdam in consequence of these melancholy events. The 
name of Yankee became as terrible among our good an- 
cestors as was that of Gaul among the ancient Romans : 
and all the sage old women of the province used it as a ■ 
bugbear, wherewith to frighten their unruly children into 
oboliemx. 

The eyes of all the province were now turned upon 
their governor, to know what he would do for the profee- 
tioo &t the common weal, in these days of darkness and 
peril. Great apprehensions prevailed among the reflec- 
tmg part of the community, especially the old women, that 
tboe terrible warriors of Connecticut, not content with 
the conquest of Fort Goed Hoop, would incontinently 
mareh on to New Amsterdam and take it by storm— and 
as thcM old ladies, through means of the governor's 
spoMe, who, as has been already hinted, was << the better 
barse,** had obtained considerable influence in public af- 
fain, keeping the province under a kind of petticoat 
fovcnuDcnt, it was determined that measures uiould be 
taken for tibie effective fortification of the city. ^ 

Now it happened that at this time there sojourned in 
New Amttcnfaun one Anthony Van Corkar*, a jdly fot 

* David PietiM De VriA, in bis " Reyze naer Nieuw-Nederlandt 
oadtr bet year 1040/* Bsakcs neolion of one Corlear, a UwD&vaXiR \ii 

ir 
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Patch trumpeter, ol* a pleasant l)ui-loy vuta^c, famous foi* 
bit looK wind nxu\ his hu8;(! whiskiTR ; ami who, us tbt 
filory goesy r<Hikl tH'aii|r so |H>(ciitly upon his instiuiufnt 
as to produce an effect upon all williiu hearing, as tboufiU 
tea tbousaud bagpi|>cs were singling must lustily i^ tht- 
nose. Him did the illustrious Kieft pick out as the man 
of all the worldy and most fitted to be the champion of 
New Amsfterdam, and to garrison its fort ; making Kttlc 
doobt hut that his instrument would be as efficctual and 
ofifensiTe in war as was that of the Paladin Astolpho^ or 
the more classic horn of Alecto. It would have done one's 
heart gCM»d to hare seen the governor snapping his fingors 
and fidgeting with delight, while his sturdy trumpeter 
strutted up and down the ramparts, fearlessly twanging 
his trumpet in the face of the whole world, like a thcice 
Talorous editor, daringly insulting all the principalities 
and powers on the other side of the Atlantic^ 

Nor was he content with thus strongly garrisoning the 
forty but he likewise added exceedingly to its strength by 
furnishing it with a formidable battery of quaker guns— 
rearing a stupendous flag-staff in the centre, which orer- 
topped the whole city— 4ind moreoi^er by building a grest 
windmill on one of the bastions.* Tins last, to be sore, 
was somewhat of a novelty in the art of fortifim^tion, but 
as I have already observed, William Kieft was aotariouB 
for innovations and experiments, and traditionsi dq ^ffins 
tlttt he was much given to mechadlcal inrrntifms ma 
ttrocting patent smoke.jacks--«art8 that went bafore the 
burses— and espscially erected windmills, for . whicb 
mft^™*^ he had acquired a singular preditection in hit 
native town of Saardam. 

AU these scientific vagaries of the little governor were 
criod up with ecstacy by his adherents, aa proof a of hit 
universal genius; but there were not wanting ilUnatarcd 
gminhlen% who railed at him as employing hk mind is 
vivolons piireuits, and devoting that jlime to smokejadw 
and wiodmUls, which should luve been occupied in the 

Fort Amiterdun, wUo gave nasM to Corlear's Hook, and whs w»» 
doubtless, this same champion, described by Mr. KDickerbochK-' 
Editor. 

*Ue Vrie*men4Kfns that this windmill stood on Ihr nnntiliiflSii hsr 

tion, and it is likewise to he seen, to^otiicr with the fla^^-rtalT, is 

I>u(kn*i View of Bii>w-Am<tter(inm, prefixed to hi<i ' 
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iiMKf important cone i-nw of the province. NaVy tbey even 
went 80 &!' aH to hint ouc<i or twice, tbut hid bead* was 
tiinicd by his experiments, au<l that he really tlutught to 
manage his j^overninent us lie did his uiillK— by mere 
wind !— Such is the illiberality and slander to which 
enlightened rulers arc ever subject. 

Notwithstanding a!l the measures, therefore, of William 
the Testy, to place the city in a posture of defence, the in- 
habitants continued in great alarm and despondency. But 
Fortune, who seems always careful, in the very nick of 
time, to throw a bone for Hope to feed upon, that the 
starveling elf may be kept alive, did about this time crown 
the anus of the province with success in another quarter, 
and thus cheered the drooping hearts of the forlorn Neder- 
landcrs ; otherwise there is no knowing to what lengths 
they might have gone in the excess of their sorrowiDg— 
^for grief,^ says the profound historian of the seven 
champions of Christendom, *' is companion with despair, 
and despair a procurer of infamous death !^* 

Among the numerous inroads of the Moss-troopers of 
Connecticut, which for some time past had occasioned 
such great tribulation, I should particularly have mea- 
lioned a settlement made on the eastern part of Long- 
Island, at a place which, from the peculiar excellence of 
its shell fish, was called Oyster Bay. This was attacking 
the province In the most sensible part, and occasioned great 
agitation at New Amsterdam. 

It if* an incontrovertible fact, well known to skyful 
physiologists, that the high road to the aiTections is 
tbnHigh tbe throat : and this may be accounted for on tke 
same principles, which I have ali'eady quoted in my stric- 
tures cm Alt aldermen. Nor is the fact unknown to the 
work! at.lai'ge j and hence do we observe, that the suiiest 
way to gain the hearts of the million is to feed them well 
—and tmt a roan is never so disposed to flatter, to please^ 
and serve another, as when he is feeding at his expence ; 
which is one reason why your rich men, who give frequent 
dinners, have such abundance of sincere And faithful 
friends. It is on this principle that our knowing leaders 
of parties secure the affections of their partisans, by 
rewarding them bountifully with loaves and fishes ; and 
I at rap the suffrages of the greasy mob, by treating them 
«vitli bull feasts and roasted oxon. I have kuowu \i»a^ 

N 2 
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a*inan, in this ^amc city, acquire considerable importance 
in society, and usurp a large share of the |;ood-wi1l of bis 
fellow citizens, when the only thing that could be said in 
his eulogiom was, <' that he gave a good dinner and kept 
excellent wine/* 

Since then the heart and the stomach are so nearly 
allied, it follows conclusively that what affects the one must 
sympathetically affect the other. Now it is an equally 
incontrovertible fact, that of all offerings to the stomach, 
dicre is none more grateful than the testaceous marine 
animal, known commonly by the vulgar name of Oyster. 
And in such gi*eat reverence has it ever been held by my 
gurmandtzing fellow-citizens, that temples have been dedi- 
cated to it, time out of mind, in every street, laoe^ and 
alley throughout this well fed city. It is not to be 
expected, therefore, that the seizing of Oyster Bay, a place 
abounding witli their favourite delicacy, would be tole* 
rated by the inhabitants of New Amsterdam. An attack 
upon their honour they might have pardoned ^ even the 
massacre of a few citizens might have been passed over 
in silence j but an outrage that affected the larders of the 
gi'eat city of New Amsterdam, and threatened the stomach* 
of its corpulent burgomasters, was too serious to pasf 
unrevenged. The whole council was unanimous i 
opinion ; that the intruders should be immediately drive 
by force of arms from Oyster Bay and its vicinity, and 
detachment was accordingly despatched for the purpof 
under command of one Stoffel Brinkerhoff, or Brink 
hoofd (»'. e. Stoffel, the head breaker) ; so called beet 
he was a man of mighty deeds, famous throughout 
whole extent of Nieuw l^ederlandts for his skill at q 
terstaff ; and for size he would have been a match for 
brand, the Danish champion, slain by Guy of Warwi< 

Stoffel Brinkerhoff was a man of few words but pi 
actions— one of your straight going officers, who 
directly forward, and do their orders without maki 
parade about it. He used no extraordinary speed 
movements, but trudged steadily on, through Nine^ 
Babylon, wad Jericho and Patchog, and the migh 
of Quag, and various other renowned cities of yor» 
by some unaccountable witchcraft of the Yankf 
been strangely transplanted to Long Island, until I 
in the neighbouvhood of Oyster Bay. 



llf*e wfw he eacoiiiiuared by a tmnultuouii host of 
valiMt wsirkm, headed by Prefeired Fbh, and HabaiEfciik 
Natter, and Return Scroogy and Zci'ubbabcl Fisk, and 
Jonathan Doolittle, and Determined Cock!— At the 
sound of whose names the courageous Stofiel verily be> 
lievcd tbat the whole parliament of Praise God Barebones 
had been let loose to discomfit him. Finding, bowevcfy 
that this ibmidable body was composed merely of the 
<* sefteot men^* of the settlement, armed with no other 
weapon bat their tongues, and that they had issued forth 
with' no other intent tiian to meet him on the field of argu- 
«entp<^e iudeeeded in putting them to route with little 
difficulty, and completely broke up their settlement. Widi> 
out waiting to write an account of his victory on the spot, 
and thus letting the enemy slip through his fingers, while 
he was securing his own laurels, as a more experienced 
Qcueral would have done, the brave Stoffel thought of 
nothing but completing his enterprise, and utterly driving 
the Yankees from the island. This hardy enterprise he 
performed in much the same manner as he had been accut- 
tomed to drive his oxen ; for as the Yankees fled before 
him, -he pdlled op his breeches and trudged steadily after 
them, and would infallibly have driven them into the 
sea, had they not bqi^ed for quarter, aud agreed to pay 
tribute. 

The news of this achievement was a seasonable restora- 
tive to the spirits of the citizens of New Amsterdam. To 
gratify them still more, the governor resolved to astonish ^ 
theni v^itfa one of those gorgeous spectacles, knOWp in the * 
days of classic antiquity, a full account of which had been 
flogged into his memory when a schoolboy at the Hague. 
A grand triumph, therefore, was decreed to Stoffal Brin- 
keniooff, who made his triumphant enti-ance into town 
ndii^ on a Naraganset pacer : five pumpkins, whichy like 
Roman eagles, had served the enemy for standards, were 
carried before hinn— fifty cart-loads of oysters, five hun^ 
dred boshels of Weathersfield onions, a hundred quintals 
of oodfidi, two hogsheads of molasses, and various other 
treasures, were exhibited as the spoils and tribute of the 
Yanlcees ; while three notorious counterfeiters of Man- 
hattan notes* were led captives to grace the heroes triumph. 

I 

* This is ouc of those triviul auachiouisms Ihai uow and. then 
occur iui the course of thib otherwise auUiculic UistorY Ho'w com&A. 
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Tbe procession was enliveued by marttat music, from tke 
trumpet of Aalhony Van Corlear, the diampion, accom- 
panied by a select band of boys and negroes, performing 
on the national instrument ' of rattle^bones aud clam-shells. 
The citizens devoured tbe spoils in sh^er gladness of heart 
— crery man did honour to the conqueror by getting 
devoutly drunk on New-£nglaQd rum j and the learned 
Wilhelmus Kieft calling to mind, iu a momentary fit of 
enthusiasm and generosity, that it was customary among 
the ancients to honour their victorious general with public 
statues, passed a gracious decree, by which every tavern- 
keeper was pei'mitted to paint the head of tbe intrepid 
Stqffel on his sign ! 



CHAP. VI. 

PkUoiOfkical Reflections on tke Folly of being happif 
in times of Prosperity. — Sundry Trouftles on the Southern 
Frontiers — How William the Testy had well nigh ruined 
the Province through a cabcUistic word. — As also the 
secret expedition of Jan Jansen Alpendam^ and his 

astonishing Reward. 

If we could but get a peep at the tally of Dame FortuDe, 
where, like a notable landlady, she regularly chalks up 
the debtor and creditor accounts of mankind, we dwuM 
find that, upon the whole, good and evil are pretty nearly 
balanced in this world : and though we may for a long 
while revel in the very lap of prospeiity, tbe time will at 
length come, when we must ruefully pay off the reckon* 
ing. Fortune, in fact, is a pestilent shrew, and withal a 
most inexorable creditor ; for though she may indulge bar 
favourites in long credits, and overwhelm tliem with hflr 
favours, yet sooner or later she brings up ber arrears, 
with the rigour of an experienced publican, and waalieB 
oat her scores with their tears. ** Since,** says good old 
Boetius, in his Consolation of Philosophy, ** since no man 
can retain her at his pleasure, and since her flight is su 

Manfaaltan notes be counterfeited, when as yet Banks were nnkaown 
in Ibis country — and our fimple progenitors had not even dfenaied 
Of flMMK ineiUuiustibU mines of paper opulence t— FriaL Dev. 
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deeply lamented, irhat are her favours but sure progDoatU 
catHHM of approaching trouble and calamity ? 

There is nothing tMt more moves my contempt at the 
stupidity and want of reflection of my fellow men, than 
to behold them rejoicing, and indulging in security aad 
self-^on^denoe, in times of prosperity. To a wise man, 
who is blessed with the light of reason, those are the very 
moments of anxiety and apprehension ; well knowing that, 
according to the system of things, happiness is at best but 
transient ; and that the higher be is elevated by the capri- 
doos breeith of fcxtnne, the lower must be his propor- 
tionate depression. Whereas, he who is overwhelmed by 
calamity has the less chance of encountering fresh disas- 
ters, as a man at the bottom of a ladder runs very little risk 
of breaking his neck by tumbling to the top. 

Thb is the very essence of true wisdom, which consists 
in knowing when we ought to be miserable ; and was dis- 
covered much about the same time with that invaluable 
secret, ^ that every thing is vanity and vexation of spirit }** 
ill consequence of which maxim your wise men have ever 
been the unbappiest of the human race j esteeming it as aa 
infallible mark of genius to be distressed without reason^ 
since any man may be miserable in time of misfortune, 
but it is the philosopher alone who can discover cause for 
grief in the very hour of prosperity. 

According to the principle I have just advanced, we 
find that the colony of New Netherlands, which, under 
the reign of the renowned Van Twiller, hiul flourished in 
such ahuming and fatal serenity, is now paying for its 
former - welfare, and discharging the enormous debt of 
comfort which it contracted. Foes harass it from different 
qiuurters ; the city of New Amsterdam, while yet in its 
infancy, b kept in constant alarm ; and its valiant oom- 
mander, William the Testy, aosweis the vulgar but expres- 
sive idea of *^ a man in a peck of troubles.^* 

While busily engaged repelling his bitter enemies the 
Yankees, on one s^e, we find him suddenly molested in 
another quarter, and by other assailants. A vagrant 
cokwy of Swedes, under the conduct of Peter Minnewits, 
and professing allegiance to that redoubtable virago, Chris- 
tina, queen of Sweden, had settled themselves and erected 
a fert on south (or Delaware) river ; within the bonndarics 
claimed by the goveromsnt of the New Netlieriaiida. Hift- 
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tory K mute as lo the particafcurs of theb first landing, and 
their real pretensions to the soil ; and this is the more to 
be lamented, as this same colony of Swedes will h s iga ftcr 
be foand most materially to affect, not only the inleratB of 
the Nederlauders, bnt of the world at large ! 

In whatever manner, therefore, this Tagabood catoay of 
Swedes first took possession of the ooontry, it is certain 
that in 1688 they established a finrt, and Minnewits, 
according to the off-hand nsage of his contemporaries) 
declared himself governor of all the adjacent cow rt sy, 
trader the name of the province of Nbw Swbdbv. Nu 
anoner did this reach the cars of die choleric Withdnms, 
than, like a tme spirited chieftain, he immediately broke 
into a violent rage, and calling together his coancil, bela* 
boured the Swec^ most lustily, in the longest speech that 
had ever been beard in the colony, since the memorable 
dispute of Ten Breeches and Tongfa Breeches. Having thus 
gftven vent to the first ebullitions of his indignation, he had 
resort to his favourite measure of proclamatioii, and 
despatched* one piping hot, in the first year of his reiga, 
ittforming 'Peter Minnewits, that the whole territory border- 
ing on th6 south river, had, time out of mind, been in 
possession of the Dutch colonists, having been ^ beset with 
IbrtW, and sealed with their blood.** 

The latter sanguinary sentence would convey an idea of 
direful war and bloodshed, were we not relieved by the 
ftofbiWiation, that it merely related to a firay, in iHiicfa sooR 
half a dozen Dfitchmen bad been killed by the Indiam^ it 
their -benevolent attempts to establish a colony and promolt 
civaization. By this it will be seen that Willimn Kidl^ 
fhongh a very small man, deligrhted in big expimrioaiy 
and was much given to a praiseworthy figure in rhelonc, 
gieMrally cultivated by your little great men, called Iqrptf- 
bole. A figure which had been niund of infinite mavm 
among many of his class, and which has helped to swall 
the grandeur of many a mighty, self-importaot, bat windy 
chic? luag i Btra te. Nor can I resist in this plaec^ inm 
<rtiBerrth^how much my beloved country is indebted It 
tlfis same figure of hyperbole, for supporting certain df 
her greatest characters—statesmen, orators, civiliam^ wtd 
divines ; who, by dint of big words, inflated periods^ and 
windy doctrines, are kept afloat on the surfioux of societfy 
as -Ignorant «w\nim^« m« buoyed up by blown bladders. 
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The proclamation against Miniiewits concluded by 
ordaring the self-tlubbed govei*nor, and his gang of Swedish 
adventurers, immediately to leave the country, under 
penalty of -the high displeasure and inevitable vengeance of 
the puissant government of the Nieuw Nederlandts. This 
** strong measure,^ however, does not seem to have had a 
whit more effect than its predecessors, which had been 
thundered against the Yankees — the Swedes resolutely held 
on to the territory they had taken possession of, where- 
upon matters for the present remained tn statu quo. 

That Wilhelmus Kieft should put up with this insolent 
obstinacy in the Swedes would appear incompatible with 
bis valorous temperament ; but we find that about this 
time the little man had his hands full, and with one annoy- 
ance and another, was kept continually on the bounce. 

Tliere is a certain description of active legislators, who, 
by shrewd management, contrive always to have a hundred 
irons on the anvil, every one of which must be immedi.^ 
ately attended to ; who consequently are ever full of 
temporary shifts and expedients, patching up the public 
welfare, and cobbling the national affairs, so as to make 
nine boles where they mend one — stopping chinks and 
flaws with wliatever comes first to hand, like the Yankees I 
have mentioned stuffing old clothes in broken windows. 
Of this class of statesmen was William the Testy ; and 
had he only been blessed with powers equal to his zeal, 
or bis zeal been disciplined by a little discretion, there 
is very little doubt but he would have made the greatest 
governor of his size on record; the renowned governor of 
the island of Barataria alone excepted. 

The great defect of Wilhelmus Keiff s policy was, that 
thoagh no man could be more ready to stand forth in an 
hoar of emergency, yetj he was so intent upon guarding 
the national pocket, that he suffered the enemy to break 
its bead : in other words, whatever precaution for public 
safety he adopted, he was so intent upon rendering it 
cheap, that he invariably rendered it ineffectual. All this 
was a remote consequence of his profound educ&tion at 
the Hague ; where, having acquired a smattering of know- 
ledge, he was ever after a great conner of indexes, con- 
tinually dipping into books, without ever studying to the 
bottom of any subject ; so that he had the scum of all 
kinds of authors fermenting in his peiicranium. In some 
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of these title- ]K);:c researches he unlnckily stumbled over 
a grand political cahalUtic irorcf, which, with 'his 
customary facility, hi: immediately incorporated into his 
great scheme of government, to the irretrievable injury and 
dclusioii of the honest province of Nieuw NederlandtSy and 
the eternal misleading of all experimental rulers. 

In vain have I pored over the Theurgin of the Clial- 
deansy the Cabala of the Jews, the Necromancy of the 
Arabians, the Magic of the Persians, the Hocus Pocns 
of the English, the Witchcraft of the Yankees, or tbcP^- 
wowing of the Indians, to discover where the little man 
Brst laid his eyes on this terrible word. Neither tbeSeplur 
Jezirah, that famous cabalistic volume, ascribed to tlie 
Patriarch Abraham ; nor the pages of the Zoheir, contain- 
ing the mysteries of the cabala, recorded by the learned 
flabbi Simeon Jochaides, yield any light to my inquiries : 
nor am 1 in the least benefited by my painful researches 
in the Shem-hamphorah of Benjamin the wandering Jew, 
tbouffh it enabled Davidus Elm to make a ten days* jour- 
ney m twenty-four hours. Neither can 1 perceire the 
slightest aflinity in the Tctragrammaton. or sacred name 
of four letters, the profoundcst word or the Hdlnrew Ca* 
bala : a mystery, sublime, ineffable, and incommnnicabte^ 
and the letters of which, Jod-He-Vau-He, having beeo 
stolen by the Pagans, constituted their great name Jao, (f 
*Jove. In short, in all my cabalistic, theurgic, necroroantic 
magical, and astrological researches, from the Tetracty 
of Pythagoras, to the i-econdite works of Breslaw ar 
Mbthier ^imch, I have not discovered the least vestige 
an origin of this word, nor have I discovered any word 
sufficient potency to counteract it. 

Not to keep my readers in any suspence, the word wl 
bad so wonderfully airested the attention of William 
Testy, and which in German characters had a part 
larly black and ominous aspect, on being fairly trans! 
into the English, is no other than economy— « f 
manic term, which, by constant use and frequent mer 
has ceased to be formidable in our eyes, but which li 
terrible potency as any in the arcana of necromancy. 

When pronounced in a national assembly, it has ; 
mediate effect in closing the hearts, beclouding the 
lects, di-awing the purse strings, aiHl buttoning the br 
|H>ckets, of a\\ ^\i\\o*o\Avvq VvgysWtors. Nor arc its 
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oil the eyes less woudcrt'ui. It produces a contraction of 
tlic retiua, au obscurity of the crystalline lens, a viscidity 
of the vitriHiusy and au iiispisfiation of the aciueous humours, 
an induration of the tunica sclerotica, and a convexity of 
the cornea ^ insomuch that the oi^n of vision loses its 
strength and perspic^y, and the unfortunate patient be- 
ctHoes myopeSf or, in plain English, purblind 3 perceiving 
only the amount of immediate expense^ witliOHt being able 
to look further, and regard it in connection with the ulti. 
mate object to be effected ; " so that," to quote the words 
of Ihe dkiqueut Burke, ** a briar at his nose is of greater 
nu^nitttde than an oak at five hundred yards distance." 
Sudi are its instantaneous operations, and the results arc 
still more astonishing. By its magic influence seventy- 
fours shrink into frigates, frigates into sloops, and sloops 
into gun-boats. As the dercnceless ships of Eneas, at 
the command of the protecting Venus, changed into sea- 
nymphs, and protected themselves by divings so the 
migfa£y navy of America, by the cabalistic word of eov 
nomy, dwindles into small crafl, and shelters itself in a 
mill-pond! 

This all-potent word, which served as his touchstone in 
poMtics, at once explains the whole system of proclama- 
tions, protests, empty threats, windmills, trumpeters, and 
paper war, carried on by Wilhelmus the Testy ; and wc 
may trace its opei-alious in }pLn armament which he fitted 
out in 1642, in a moment of great wrath> consisting of two 
sloops and thirty men, under the command of Mynheer 
Jan Jansen Alpendam, as admii'al of the fleet, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces. This formidable expedition, 
which can only be paraUricd by some of the daring crniaeB 
of our infant navy about the bay and up the sound, was 
intended to drive the Marylanders from the Schuylkill, of 
whidi they had recently taken possession, and which was 
cfavned as part of the province of Nieuw Nederlandts; for 
it appears that at this time our infant colony was in that 
enYiaible state so qnuch coveted by ambitious nations | that 
is to say, the government had a vast extent of territory, 
part of which it enjoyed, and the greater part of which it 
bad continually to quan*el about. 

Admiral Jan Jansen Alpendam was a man of grsat 
mettle and prowess, and no way dismayed at the chafsctcr 
of the enemy, who were repiosenttd a^ a gigantic, gun* 
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nowder race of meii) who lived on hoe-cakes and bacon, 
drank mint-juleps and apple toddy ; and were exceedinjrly 
expert at hoxing, biting, gouging, tar and feathering, and 
a variety of other athletic accomplishments, which they had 
borrowed from their cousins-german and prototypes the 
IHrgioians, u> whom they have ertr borne considerable 
rcMmblance. Notwithstiuiding all these alarming repre- 
sentations, Hnt admiral entered the Schuylkill most un- 
dauntedly with his fleet, and arrived without 'disaster or 
oppotition at the place of destination. 

Here he attacked the enemy in a vigorous speedi in low 
Dutch, which the wary Kieft had previously put in his 
pocket) wherein he courteously commenced by calling 
them a pack of lazy, louting, dram-drinking, cock-fight- 
ing, horse-racing, slave-driving, tavern-haunting, sabbath- 
breaking, mulatto-breeding upstarts ; and concluded by 
ordering them to evacuate the country immediately ; to 
which they most laconically replied in plain English, 
^ theyM see him d d first." 

Now this was a reply for which neither Jan Jansen 
Alpendam, nor Wilhelmus Kieft, had made any calculation ; 
and finding himself totally unprepared to answer so terri- 
ble a rebuff with suitable hostility, he concluded that his 
wisest course was to return home and report progress. 
He accordingly sailed back to New-Amsterdam, wbcve he 
was received with great honours, and considered as a 
pattern for all commanders ; having achieved a oMMt 
hazardous enterprise, at a trifling expence of treasure, and 
without kwing a single man to &e state !— He was unani- 
mously called the deliverer of his country (an appellatioo 
liberally bestowed on all great men) ^ his two sloopt, 
having done their duty, were laid up (or di^-docked) in a 
cove now called the Albany Basin, where they quietly 
rotted in the mud ; and, to immortalize his name, they 
erected, by subscription, a magnificent shingle mobuacat 
on the top of Flatten-barrack* Hill, which lasted three 
whole yeairs, when it fell to pieces, and was burned for 
firewood. 

* A eormption of Vaxleth's bergb, or Varleth*8 Hill, ao called 
tnok one Vaneth, who li?ed upon that hill in the eftriy days of the 
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CHAP. V. 

How William the Testy isnriched the Province by a 

multitude of Laws, and came to be the Patron of Lawyers 

and Bum-bailiffs. — And how the people became exceedingly 

enlightened and unhappy under his Instructions. 

Among the mauy wrecks and fragments of exalted 
wisdom which have floated down the stream of time from 
venerable antiquity^ and have been car^ully picked up by 
those bumble but industrious wights, who ply along the 
shores of literature, we find the following sage ordinance 
of Charoodas, the Locrian legislator :— Anxious to preserve 
the ancient laws of the state from the additions and 
improvements of profound <* country members,*^ or officious 
candidates for popularity, he ordained, that whoever 
proposed a new law, should do it with a halter about his 
neck ; so that, in case his proposition was rejected, they 
just hang him up, and there the matter ended. 

This salutary institution had such an effect, that for 
mow than two hundred years there was only one trifling 
alteration in the aiminal code^ and the whole race of 
lawytfts starved to death for want of employment. The 
consequence of this was,* that the Locrians being unpro- 
tected by an overwhelming load of excellent laws, and 
undHended by a standing army of pettifoggers and sherifTs 
officers, lived very lovingly together^ and were such a 
happy people, that they scarce make any figure hi*ougliout 
the whole Grecian history ; for it is well known that none 
bat yoor unlucky, quarrelsome, rantipple nations make 
any noise in the world. 

Well would it have t^en for William the Testy, had he 
haply, in the course of his *' universal acquirements," 
stumbled upon this precaution of the good Charondas. On 
the contrary, he conceived that the true policy of a legislator 
was to multiply laws, and thus secure the property, the 
persons, and the morals of the people, by surrounding 
than in a manner with uien-traps and spring-guns, and 
besetting even the sweet sequestered walks of private 
life with qnickset-hedgcs, so that a man could scarcely 
(urn without the risk of encuutitering sonic of those 
pestiferous protectors. Thus was he conlmuAW^ c<>\\\\u^ 

o 
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petty laws for every petty offence that ocdUTed, antO la 
time they became tou numerous to he remembered, and 
remainc<^ like those of certain roadem legislators, mere 
deid letters, revived occasionally for the purpose •f 
individ|ial oppression, or to enti*ap ignorant offenders. 

Petty courts consequently began to appear, where the 
law was administered with nearly as much wisdom and 
impartiality as in those august tribunals, the aldermen^s 
and justices* courts of the present day. The plunCiff was 
Keaerally Ikvoured, as betisg a cmtomer, and hriagiiig 
bnsioesa to the shop; iIk offences of the rifth were 
discreetly winked at, lor £ear of hurting the feeliii|[^ of their 
friends ; but it could never be laid to the charge of the 
vigilant burgomasters, that they snftbred vice to sculk 
unpunished under the disgraceful rags of poverty. 

Abont this time may we date the first introdnctioQ of 
capital puaishments : a goodly gallows being erected on 
the waterside about where Whitehall stairs are at present, 
a little to the east of the battery. Hard by alao waa erected 
another gibbet, of a very strange, uncouth, and umnatdk- 
able description, liut on which the ingenious William Kieft 
▼ahied himself not a little, being a punishment entirely <r 
his own invention.* 

It was for loftiness of altitude not a whit inferior to thr 
of Haman, so renowned in Bible history ; bnt- the marr 
of the contrivance was, that the culprit, instead of her 
sospended by the neck, according to venerable custom^ « 
hoisted by the waistband, and was kept lor an b 
together^ dangling and sprawling between heaven 
«arth, to (be infinite entei'taiBmeut, and doubtless g 
edification of the mnltitude of respectable citizens, 
usually attend upon exhibitions of the kind. 

It is incredible how the little governor chuckle 
beholding caitiff vagrants and sturdy beggars thus swi 
by the crupper, and cutting antic gambols in the air 
iiad^« thousand pleasantries, and mirthful conceits, ti 
upon these occasions. He called them his dandle-' 
his wild-fowl*^ bis high fliers— bis spread eagli 
goshawlu— his scarecrows— and finally, his gallowt 
wbich iagenioHs appellation, though originally coe 
worthies who had taken the air in tliis strange mar 

* Both fhe gibbeto va.^ be seeu in the sketch of Juitu 
fnitfincdlo tha woik. 
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!»ince p-own to be a cant-name given to all <:aiididatc8 for 
kj;al elevation. This puuisbmeut, morouver, if we may 
credit the assertioBs of certain grave ctyniologistB, gave 
tlie first hint for a kiivl of harnetaiog, or sti-appiug, hy 
Hkioh our forefatherB himced up their niuUifarioiis breec&ei, 
ftttd whM^ has of lat«^ years been revived, and continues to 
be worn at the pnsent day. 

8uch were the admirable improvements of William Hieft 
in criminal law ; nor was bis civil code less a matter q# 
wonderasont : and much does it grieve me that the limits 
of my work will not saiBer me to expatiate bu both with 
the prolixity they deserve. Let it suffice then to say, that 
in a little while the blessings of inuimierable laws became 
iMlorMrady apparent. It wa^ aoon found necessary to have 
a certain ehiis of men to expound and coulbund them ; 
divers pettifoggers accordingly made theh* appearonce, 
under whose protecting care the community was soon set 
together fay the ears. 

1 would not here be thought to insinuate any thing 
derogatory to the profession 0/ the law, or to its dignified 
members* Well am I aware that we have in this ancient 
city iunumeraUe woi*thy gentlemen, who have embraced 
that hoBourable order, not for the sordid love of filthy 
lucre, nor the selfish cravings of renown, but through no 
other motives than a fervent zeal for the correct adminis- 
tration of justice, and a generous and disinterested devo- 
tion to the interests of their fellow citizens ! — Sooner would 
1 throw this trusty p«D into the flames, and cork up my 
ink-bottle for ever, than infringe, even ^r a iiairs-baTodth, 
«pOB the dignity of this truly benevolent class of citiaena; 
OB the contrary, I allude solely to that qiew of caitiff 
scouts, who in these latter days of evil, have become so 
numerous— who infest the skirts of the profession, as did 
the recreaut Cornish kuights the honourable order of 
chivafary— -who, under its auspices, commit their deju'e- 
dations cm society— who thrive by quibbles, quirks, and 
ebicaiiery ^ and, like vermin, swarm most where tlu're is 
most corruption. 

Nothing so soon awakens the malevolent passions as 
the facility of gratification. The courts of law would 
ne%'er be so constantly crowded with petty, vexatious, and 
disgraceful suits, were it not for the herds of pettifogging 
lawyers Uiat infest them. These tamper with the passions 

o 2 
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of the lower and more ignorant classes ; wlio» as If 
poverty were, not a sufficient naisery in itself, ai*e always 
ready to heighten it, by the bitterness of litigation. Tbey 
are in law what quacks are in medicinep— exciting the 
malady for the purpose of profiting by the cure; and 
retarding the cure for the purpose of augmeatilig the fees. 
Where one destroys the constitution, the other imporaishes 
the purse ; and it may likewise be obserred, that a patient, 
who has once been under the hands of a quack, is ever 
after dabbling in drugs, and poisoning himself with infal- 
lible remedies; and an ignorant man, who has once 
meddled with the law, under the auspic«B of one of these 
empirics, is for ever after embroiling himself with his 
neighbours, and impoverishing himself with successful 
law-suits. My readers will excuse this digression, into 
which I have been unwarily betrayed ; but I could not 
avoid giving a cool, unprejudiced account of an abomi- 
nation too prevalent in this excellent city, and with the 
effects of which I am unluckily acquainted to my cost ; 
having been nearly ruined by a lawsuit, which was unjustly 
decide! against me, and my ruin having bopn completed 
by another, which was decided in my favoui/' 

It has been remarked by the observant writer of the 
Stuyvesant manuscript, that under the administraiifm of 
Wilhelmus Kieft, the disposition of the inhabitants of 
New^Amstcrdam experienced an essential change, so that 
they became very meddlesome and factious. The con- 
stant exacerbations of temper into which the little govenior 
was thrown, by the maraudings on his frontiers, and 
unfortunate propensity to experiment and innovation, 
<M:casioned Wm to keep his council in a continual worry— 
and the council being to the people at large, what yeast or 
leaven is to a batch, they threw the whole community 
into a ferment — and the people at large being to the city 
what the mind is to the body, the unhappy commotious 
they underwent operated most disastrously upon New- 
Amsterdam— insomuch that, in certain of their paroxysms 
of consternation and perplexity, they begat several of the 
most crooked, dissorted, and abominable streets, lanes, and 
alleys, with which this metropolis is disfigured. 

But the worst of the matter was, that just about this 
time, the mob, since called the sovei*eign people like 
Balaam's ass, be^au to grow more enlightened tlmn its 
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ridrr, and exbibitoH a strange drsiic of ^overninj^ itself. 
This wasauoflier cfFect of the ** uiiiversal acquireineiils^* of 
William the Testy. In some of his pestilent researches 
amonnf the rubbish of antiquity, he was struck with 
sulflkiralion at tlie institution of public tables amonp^ the 
JLAcedcaioiiians, where they discussed topics of a general 
and interesting nature — at the schools of the philosophers, 
where ifaey engaged iu profound disputes upon politicn 
and morals— -wiiere grey-b«ards were taught the rudimeota 
of wisdom, and youths learned to become little men, 
before tttey were boys ** There is nothing,** said the 
iagen'iouR Kieft, shutting up the book-— *< there is nothing 
more csscotiEl to the weil-inanagcmcnt of a country, thaa 
ediictttioa among the people ; the basis of a good govern* 
roeot «hould be laid in the public mind.** Now this was 
true enough ; but it was ever the wayward fate of William 
the Testy, that when be thought right, he was sure to go 
to wiNrk wrong. In the present instance, he could scarcely 
eat or sleep, until he had set on foot brawling debating 
societies^ amoKg the simple citizens of New Amsterdnm. 
Tbb was the pne thing wanting to complete his confusion. 
The boaest Dtitch burghers, though in truth but little 
given to argument or wordy altercation, yet by dint of 
meetiBg often together, fuddling tlieiuselves with strong 
drink, beclouding their brains with tobacco smoke, and 
listening to the harangues c^ some luilf a dozen oracles, 
soon became excc*cdingly wise, ami, as is always the case 
witere the mob is politically eulightene<l, exceedingly 
diitcoBtented. They found out, with wonderful quickness 
of disccrament) the fearful error in which they hod iu> 
dulged, in faucyiug themselves the happiest people io 
creation ; and were fortunately convinced that, all cir- 
Gumatances to Ike- contrary notwitltstanding, they were a 
¥ery ntihappy, deluded, and consequently ruined people ! 

la a short time the quklouncs of New- Amsterdam 
foroied themselves into sage juntos of political croakers, 
wiM> daily met togctbei* to groan over political affairs, and 
Make themselves miserable ; thronging to these unhappy 
assemblages with tlie same eagerness, that zealots have in 
all ages abandoned the milder and more peaceful paths of 
religion, to'crowd to the howling convocations (^fanaticism. 
We nre naturally prone to discontent, and avaricious after 
imaginary causes of lamentation :'— like lubberly monks^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the great Pipe Plot — and of the dolorous perplexities 

into which William the Testy wa^ throion, hy reason of 

his having enlightened the Multitude. 

WiLiiELMUs kiEFT, as has already been made mani- 
fest, was a great legislator upon a small scale. He was 
of an active or leather a busy mind ; that is to say, his was 
one of those small, but brisk minds, that make up by 
bustle and constant motion, for the want of great scope 
and power. He had, when quite a youngling, been im- 
pressed with the advice of Solomon, << Go to the ant, thou 
sluggard, consider her ways and be wise :^* in conformity 
to which, he had ever been of a restless, ant^like turn, 
won'ying hither and thither, busying himself about little 
matters, with an air of great importance and anxiety — 
laying up wisdom by the morsel, and often toiling and 
puffing at a grain of mustard seed, under the full cou- 
Tiction that he was moving a mountain. 

Thus we are told, that once upon a time, in one of his 
fits of mental bustle, which he termed deliberation, he 
fi-amed an unlucky law, to prohit the universal practice of 
smoking. This he proved, by mathematiclil demonstra- 
tion, to be not merely a heavy tax on the ikublic pocket, 
but an incredible consumer of time, a hideous encourager 
of idleness, and, of course, a deadly bane to the pros- 
perity and mopals of the people. Ill fated Kieilt ! had Iw 
lived in this enlightened and libel-loving age, and at- 
tempted to subvert the inestimable liberty of the press, he 
could not have struck more closely on the sensibilities of 
the million. 

The populace were in as violent a tumult as the consti- 
tational gravity of their deportitoent would permit : a mob 
of factk>us citizens had even the hardihood to assemble 
before the governor's house, where, setting themselves 
resolutely down, like a besieging army before a forti'ess, 
they one and all fell to smoking with a determined perse- 
verance, that seemed as though it were their intention to 
smoke him into terms. The Testy William issued out of 
his mansion like unto a wrathful npidcr, and demand^ Ic^ 
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knuw the cause of this seditious assemblaj^e, aaid this law- 
less funiig:atiun ; to which these sturdy Hotel's made iw 
other reply, than to loll back moKt phlegniaticaUy in their 
seats and puff away with redoubled fury ; whereby they 
raised such a murky cloud, that the governor was fain to 
take refuge in the interior of his castle. 

The governor immediately perceived the object of this 
unusual tumult, and that it would he impossible to sup- 
prese a pithctice which, by long indulgence, had become a 
second nature. And h^e I would observe* parlly to ex- 
plain why 1 have so often made mention of this practice in 
my bifltory, that it was iu8epai*ably connected with all the 
affairs, both public and private, of our revered ancestors. 
The pipe, in feet, was never from the mouth of the true* 
Wrn Noderlandcr. It was bis compauion in solitude, the 
relaxation of bis gayer bourii-— bis counsellor, hb con- 
soler, his joy, his pride ; in a word, he teemed t« think 
and breathe through his pipe. 

When William the Testy bethought himself of all these 
matters, which he certainly did, although a little Um late, 
be came to. a compromise with the bes^ging multitude. 
The result was, that though lie continued t«> permit the 
custom of smoking, yet di(l he aboiish tbe fair long pipes, 
which weie useil in the days of Wonter Van Twitler, de- 
moting ease, tranqutlitty, and 8ol»rictyof depoi-traent ; and 
in place thencof did intiXKlucc little captions short pipes, 
two inches in length ; which, he observed, could be stuck 
in one corner of the mouth, or twisted in the bat-band, and 
would not be in tbe way of business. By this tke mnlli- 
ftade seemed sonnewhat appeased, and dispersed to theii 
babilations. Tiius ended this alarming insurrection 
which was long known by the name of the pipe phi, av 
which, it has been somewhat quaintly observed, did en 
like most other plots, seditious, and conspii-acies, iu mf 
smoke. 

But mark, oh reader! the deplorable coBsequen 
that did afterwards result. Thesmoke of these villaioi 
little pipes, continually ascending in a cloud about 
Bosr, penetrated into and befogged the cerrbellttm, d 
up all the kindly mcHSturc of the brain, and renderec 
people that used tltem as vapouriUi and testy as 
reaowuod little governor— iray, wliat is more, from a 
burly race of folk, Ibe^ be<^f, like our worthy / 
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farmers, who smokt* short pi|)C8, a lantern-jawed^ smoked- 
(Irietl, ieatheni-hich'tl race of men. 

Nor was this all, for from thence may wc date the rise 
of parties in this province. Cei'tain of the moi'e wealthy 
and important burtch^rs adha*ing to the ancient fasbioa 
foi-med a kind of aristocracy, which went by the appella 
lion of the Long PipeSy while the lower orders submitting 
to the innovation, which they found to be more convenient 
in their handicraft employments, and to leave them more 
liberty of action, were branded with the plebeian name of 
Short Pipes. A third party likewise sprang up, differing 
from both the othei-s, headed by the descendants of the 
famous Roliert Chewit, the conrpanion of the g^'eat Hudson. 
These entirely discarded the use of pipes, and took to 
chewing tobacco, and hence they were called Quids, It is 
worthy of notice, that this appellation has since come to 
be invariably applied to those mongrel or third parties, 
that will sometimes spring up between two great contend* 
ing parties, as a mule is produced between a horse and 
an ass. 

And here I would remark the great benefit of these 
party distinctions, by which the people at large are saved 
the vast trouble of thinking. Hesiod divides mankind into 
three classes, those who think for themselves, those who 
let others think for them, and those who will neither do 
one nor the other. The second class, however, com- 
prises the great mass of society, and hence is the origin of 
party f by which is meant a large body of people, some 
few of whom think, and all the i-est talk. The former, 
who are called the leaders, marshal out and discipline the 
latter, teaching them what tbcy must approve— what they 
must hoot at— what they must say— whom they must 
support ; but, above all, whom they must hate ^ for no 
man can be aright good partisan, uuless he be a deter- 
mined and thorough-going hater. 

But when the sovereign people are thus properly broken 
to the iiarness, yoked, curbed, and reined, it is delectable 
to see with what docility and harmony they jog onward, 
through mud and mire, at the will of their drivers, drag, 
ging the dirt-carts of faction at their heels. How many a 
patriotic members of congress have I seen, who would 
never have known how to make up his mind on any ques- 
tion, and might have run a great risk of voting ti^Vk \i^ 
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CHAP. VII. 

Coniai^ng divers fearful aecounts of Border Wars, and 

the flagrant outrages of the Moss Troopers of Connecti- 

cut; ^ith the rise of the great Amphyctionic Council of 

the East, and the decline of William the Testy, 

It was asserted by the wise men of ancient times, who 
were intimately acquainted with these matters, that at the 
gate of Jupiter^s pulace lay two huge tuns, the one filled 
with blessings, the other with misfortunes ; and it Terily 
seems as if the latter had been completely oTcrtumed, and 
left to deluge the unlucky province of Nieuw Nederlandts. 
Among the many internal and external causes of irritation, 
the mcessant irruptions of the Yankees upon his firontiei's 
were continually adding fuel to the imfiamuiable temper 
of William the Testy. Numerous accounts of these 
molestations may still be found among the records of the 
times ; for the commanders on the frontiers were es<pecially 
careful to evince their vigilance and zeal, by striving who 
should send home the most frequent and voluminous 
budgets of complaints, as your faithful servant is eternally 
running with complaints to the parlour, of all the petty 
squabbles and misdemeanours of the kitchen. All these 
valiant tale bearings were listened to with great wrath by 
the passionate Kieft and his subjects, who were to the fall 
as eager to hear, and credulous to believe, these frontier 
fables, as are my fellow citizens to swallow those amusing 
stories with which our papers are daily filled, about British 
aggressions at sea, French sequestrations on shore, Spani^ 
infringements in the promised land of Louisiana, and, 
above all, internal plots and conspiracies. 

We are told by the good Plutarch, in his life of Nicias, 
that the terrible defeat of the Athenians in Sicily was first 
mentioned in the shop of a gossiping barber at the Pii'seus. 
Whereupon, with the customary officiousuess of hU tribe, 
he ran up into Athens to have the first telling of tlie story, 
and threw the whole forum into constcraation. Not being 
able, however, to substantiate his laic, the unlucky shaver 
was put upon the wheel and whirled about, as a reward 
for his trouble, until he was exculpated by the arrival of 
other evidence. 
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Such 'was the manner in which busy alarmists and 
manufacturers of fearful news were treated in Athens, 
whei^eas in our more enlightened counti^ we suppoit whole 
herds of editors for no other purpose than to gratify a 
public appetite for direful news, and any man who can 
foist np a full sounding, hobgoblin story of a plot or 
conspiracy, may command his own price for it. I have 
known two or three of these tales of terror to be bought 
up by government, for the sovereign people to amuse 
themselves withal ; which goes further to prove, what I 
have before asserted, that your enlightened people love to 
be miserable. 

Far be it from me to insinuate, however,'that our worthy 
ancestors indulged in groundless alarms j on the contrary, 
they were daily suffering a repetition of cruel wrongs, * 
not one of which but was a sufficient reason, according to 
the maxims of national digpiity and honour, for throwing 
the whole universe into hostility and confusion. 

'Ob ye powers ! into what indignation <]iid every one of 
these outrages throw the philosophic William ! Letter 
after letto*, protest after protest, proclamation after pro* 
clamatiou, bad Ijatin, worse English, and hideous low 
Dutch, were exhausted in vain upon the inexhoi-able Yan- 
kees; and the four and twenty lettera of the alphabet, 
which, excepting his companion the sturdy trumpeter Van 
Curlear, composed the only standing army he had at his 

' From amonc^ a multitude of bitter grievances still on record, I 
elect a few of toe most atrocious, and leave my readers to judge, if 
ur anceators were not juatifiable in getting into a very violent 
u»on on ttie occasion. 

24 Jane, 1641. Some of Hartford have taken a hogg out of the 
ict, or common, and shut it up out of mere hate or other prejudit '., 
U]iiD)( it to starve for huno;er in the stye. 

26 July. The forementioned BngliNh did aerain drive the Com- 
lie's hog}^ ont of the vlac|tof hicojoke into lllirtford ; contending 
ly with reproaches, blows, beating the people with all disgrace 
I tliev could imaffiue. 

lay 20, 1642. The English of Hartford have violently cut loose 
>r*e of the honoured Companie's, that stood boun upon the com- 
or vlact. 

ay 9, 1643. The Companie's horses pastured upon the Com- 
vs ground were driven away by them of Connecticut and llart- 
aod the herdsmen lustily beaten with hatchets aud sticks. 

Again they sold a young hogpf licloniring to the Companie, 
I pigs tiad pastured on the Companie's land. 

HAX.Co\.^U\ft?%v. 
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oomnupklf were nerer off daty tbrouf boat the Hrbole of 
bk admiulstrmtion. Nor did Aatbony, the trumpeter, 
rcouuM a vbit befawd hk patroo the gallaat Rieft, in his 
fiery seal ; bat like a^faithtid cbanipioa and preserrvr of 
tbe paUic safetyy on the arriTal of every fresh article of 
Bew% be was sore to somid bis tnmpetlroai the raooparts, 
with most disastfous notes, throwiag tbe people iato 
Tioleat alarms, aad distorbii^ their rest at aJl tioses and 
ifasnns ; which caused bim to be bdd in very f^reat regain!, 
tbe public pamperinff and rewardioff him, as we do bravU 
iiif cditorsy for reasons that bairc just been mentioned. 

J am well aware of the perils that cnviroB me in this 
part of my bstory. While raking with cnrioaa bands but 
pious iieart among tbe mouldering remains of former days, 
anxious to draw therefrom tbe honey of wiadom, I may 
fare somewhat like that Taliant worthy Samson who, iu 
meddling with the carcass of a dead lion, drew a swarm 
of bees about bis ears. Thus while narrattDg the many 
misdeeds of tbe Yanokie, or Yankee tribe, it is ten chances 
to one but I offend the mort>id sensibilkies of oertaiu of 
tbeir ooreasooable descendants, who may fly out and raise 
•neb a buzzing about this unlucky bead of rnune, that I 
shall need tbe tough bide of an AchiUes or an Orlando 
Fnrioso, to protect me from their stings. 

Should such be tbe case, 1 should deeply and sinoerdy 
lament — not ray misfortune in giving offeace, bat the 
wrong-headed perverseness of an ill-natured generation, 
in taking offence at any thing I say. Thai their ancestors 
did use my ancestors ill it is true^ and I am very eorry lor 
h. 1 would with all my heart the feet were offaerwiie ; 
but as I am recording the sacred events of history, IM 
not bate cue nail's breadth of the honest tmth, tboiigb I 
were sure the whole edition of my work should "be bonqgbt 
up and burned by tbe common hangman of Connecticat. 
And, in sooth, now that these lesty gentlemen bope dr^wo 
me out, I will make bold to go fui'tker, and observe, ^t 
this is one of the grand purposes for which we inqpttti^l 
historians are sent into the world — to redress wfongi tad 
fender justice on the bead of the guiky. 'So that ioagh 
a powerful nation may wrong its neighbours with fempt* 
rary impunity, yet sooner or later an historian springs up) 
who wreaks ample chastisement on it in return. 

Thus these moss-ttoo^^t^ \iC lUe east little tboaght, 111 
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varrant it, whiio Ihcj were fcarra«siii^ the imtlTensive pn»- 
imee of Nkuw Nederiaadtg, and driving its unhappy 
governor to his wits^ end, that an historian shoitldercr aria^ 
auid gire them their own, with mtercst. Since then I aair 
font pMerforming my bounden duty as an historian, in aveng* 
ing the wnAigs (^ our revered ancestors, 1 shall make no 
farther apology ; and indeed, when it is considered that I 
have aU these ancient borders of the east in my power, 
and at the mercy of my pen, I trust (hat it wUl be adaoitteA 
I condnct myself with great humanity and moderation. 

To nestUBe then the course of ray history. — Appear- 
aacea to the eastward began now to assume a more for- 
midable aspect than ever ; for I would have you note that 
bitheria the province had been chiefly molested by its in- 
mediate neighbours, the people of Connecticut, particu- 
lariy of Hartford ; which, if we may judge from ancient 
chronickt, was the strong hold of these sturdy moss- 
troopers^ from whence they sallied forth on their daring 
incun^ooB, carrying terror and devastation into the baivs^ 
the boMrooBta, and pigsties of our revered ancestors. 

Albeit abont the year 1643 the people of the east cowb- 
try, inhabiting the colonies of Massachusets, Connecticat^ 
New Piymoath, and New Haven, gathered together iato 
a Bugfaty conclave, and after buzzing and debating for 
many days, like a political hive of bees in swarming time^ 
at length settled themselves into a formidable confedera- 
tion, nnd e r the 4itle of the United Colonies of New £ng- 
land. By this union they pledged themselves to stand by 
one anoCher in all perils and assaults, and to co-operate in 
att meaanres, offensive and defensive, against the surrotmd- 
iag aavages^ among which were doubtlesply included our 
honoured ancestors of the Mauhattoes ^ and, to give more 
streagtb and system to this confederation, a general as- 
sembly or grand council was to be annaally held, com- 
posed of representatives from each of the |M*ovince8. 

On recciviiq^ accounts of this puissant combination, the 
£ery Wiifaelmus was struck with vast consternation, and 
for the first time in his whole life forgot to bounce, at 
hearing an unwelcome piece of intelligence ^ which, a 
veneraUe historian of the times observes, was especially 
noticed among the sage politicians of New Amsterdam. The 
truth was, on turning over in his miml all that he had read 
at the Hague, about leagues and combiuatio»B) Vie ^o^i^vA 

P2 
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that this was an exact imitation of the famous Amphicti- 
onic council, by which the states of Chreece were enabled 
to attain such power and supremacy ; and the very idea 
made his heart to quake for the safety of his empire at the 
Manhattoes. 

He strenuously insisted, that the whole object of this 
confederation was to drive the Nederlanders- out of their 
fiiir domains ; and always flew into a great rage if any one 
presumed to doubt the probability of bis coigecture. Nor 
was be wholly unwarranted in such a suspicion ; for at the 
very first annual meeting of the gprand council, held at 
Boston (which governor Kieft denominated the Delpbos 
of this truly classic league), strong representations were 
made against the Nederlanders, for as mncfa as that in 
their dealing with the Indians they carried on a traffic in 
** guns, powtber, and shott— a trade damnable and inju- 
rious to the colonists.^** Not but what certain of the 
Connecticut traders did likewise dabble a little in this 
** damnable traffic,^— but then they always sold tbe In- 
dians such scurvy g^ns that they burst at the first dis- 
charge—and consequently hurt no One bnt these pagan 
savages. 

The rise of this potent confederacy was a death blow to 
the glory of William the Testy, for from that day forward, 
it was remarked by many, he never held up his bead, but 
appeared quite crest-fallen. His subsequent ragn, there, 
fore, affords but scanty food for the historic pen—we find 
the grand council continually augmenting in power, and 
threatening to overwhelm the mighty but defencdess pro. 
vince of Nieuw Nederlandts ; while Wilhelmoa Kieft. kept 
constantly firing off his proclamations and protests like a 
shrewd sea captain firing off so many carrronades and 
swivels, in order to break and disperse a watcr'«po«(— 
but, alas ! they had no more effect than if th^ had been 
so many blank cartridges. 

The last document on record of this learned^ ^leso* 
phic, but unfortunate little man, is a long letter to the 
council of the Amphyctioiis ; wherein, in the bitterness of 
his heart, he rails at the people of New Haven, or Red 
Hills, for their uncourteous contempt of his protest level- 
led at them fur squatting within the province of their higit 

• ^az.Col. 8. Papers. 
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mightuiesses. From this Utter, whiph is a model of epis- 
tolary writing, abouodii^ with pithy apophth^ms aud 
eiaesic figaresy my limits will barely allow me to extract 
the following recondite passage * :— << Certainly when we 
beare the l^abitaiits of New Hartford com play ninge of 
us, we seem to heare £sop*s wolfe complayniuge of the 
lamb, Osr the admonition of the younge man, who cryed out 
to his mother, chideing with her neighboures, < Oh, Mother, 
revile her, lest she first take up that practice against yon.^ 
Bat being taught by precedent passages, we received such 
an answer to our protest from the inhabitants of New 
Haven as we expected : the Eagle always despUeih ike 
BtMe-fy ; yet notwithstanding we doe undauntedly eon. 
thuue on our purpose of pursuing our own right, by just 
aims and righteous means, and doe hope without scruple 
to execute the express commands of our superiors/' To 
show that this last sentence was not a mere empty 
menace, he coneluded his letter by intrepidly protesting 
against the whole council, as a horde of tqiuUters and 
interlopers ; inasmuch as they held their meeting at New- 
Haven, or the Red Hills, which he claimed as being 
within the Province of the New Netherlands. 

Thus end the authenticated chronicles of the reign of 
William the Testy; for henceforth, in the troubles, the 
perplexities, and the confusion of the thnes, he seems to 
have keen totally overlooked, and to have slipped for ever 
through the fingers of scrupulous history. Indeed, for 
some cause or other which I cannot divine, there appears 
to have been a combination among historians to sink his 
very name into oblivion ; in consequence of which they 
have one and all forbor«ie even to speak of his exploits. 
This shows how important it is for great men to cultivate ' 
the fovour of the learned, if they are ambitious of honour 
and renown. ^< Insult not the dervise,'' said a wise Oilipfa 
to his son, << lest thou offend thine historian ;" aud many 
a mighty man of the olden time, had he observed so obvi- 
ousa maxim, might have escaped divers cruel wipes of the 
peairhich have been drawn acitiss his character. 

It has been a matter of deep concern to me, that snch 
darkness and obscurity should hang over the latter days 
0f the illustrious Kidl ; for be was a mighty and great 
little man, worthy of being utterly renowned, seeia); tlmt he 
was the first potentate that introduced iulo tkiVa \axyi)^ 

*Vide Haz. Col State I'apers. 
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art of fighting; by proclaraation, and defending a country 
by trumpeters atid windmills ; an economic and humane 
mode of warfare, since revived with great applause, and 
which promises, if it can ever be carried into full effect, 
to save great trouble and treasure, and spare infinitely 
more bloodshed than either the discovery of gunpowder or 
the invention of torpedoes. 

It is true that certain of the early provincial poets, of 
whom there were great numbers in the Nieuw Nederlandts, 
taking the advantage of the mysterious exit of William the 
Testy, have fabled that, like Ilomulus, he was translated 
to the skies, and forms a very fiery little star, somewhere 
on the left claw of the Crab ; while others equally fanciful 
declared that he had experienced a fate similar to that of 
the good King Arthur ; who, we are assured' by ancient 
bards, was carried away to the delicious abodes of fairy 
land, where he still exists, in pristine worth and vigour, 
and will one day or another return to rescue poor old 
England from the hands of paltry, flippant, pettifogging 
cabinets, and restore the gallantry, the honour, and the 
immaculate probity which prevailed in the glorious days 
of the Round Table.* 

All these, however, are but pleasing fantasies, the cobweb 
visions of those dreaming" varlets, the poets, to which I 
would not have my judicious reader attach any credibi- 
lity. Neither am I disposed to yield any credit to the 
assertion of an ancient and rather apocryphal historian, 
who alleges that the ingenious Wilhelmus was annihilated 
by the blowing down of one of his windmills ; nor to that 
of a writer of later times, who affirms that he fell a victim 
to a philosophical experiment, *which he had for many 
' years been vainly striving to accomplish ; having the mis- 
fortune to break his neck from the garret window of the 
Stadthouse, in an ineffectual attempt to catch swallows, by 
sprinkling fresh salt upon their tails. 

* The old Welsh bards believed that King Arthur was not dead, 
but carried awaie by the faries to some pleasant place, where he shold 
remaine for a time, and then returne againe and reigne in as great 
authority as ever. — Uollingshed. 

The Britons suppose that he shall come yet and conqucre all BrN 
taiene, for certes this it the prophicye of Merlyn. He say'd that bis 
deth shall be doubteous ; and said irot.li, for men thereof yet have 
doubte and shullen Vov ever moie — for men wyt not whether that be 
)y veth or is dcdc. — D« 1 ccv* C\\\vjtvv 
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The most probable account, and lo which I am inclined 
to give my implicit faith, is contained in a very obscure 
tradition, which declares, that what with the constant 
troubled on his frontiers, the incessant schemings and pro- 
jects going on in his own pericranium — the memorials, 
petitiom, remonstrances, and sage pieces of advice from 
divers respectable meetings of the sovereign people, toge- 
ther with the refractory disposition of his council, who 
were sure to differ from him on every point, and uniformly 
to be in the wrong : all these, I say, did eternally operate 
to keep his mind in a kind of furnace heat, until he at 
length became as completely burnt out as a Dutch family 
pipe which has passed through three generations of hard 
smokers. In this manner did the choleiic but magnani- 
mous William the Testy undergo a kind of animal com- 
bustion, consuming away like a farthing rush-light ; so that 
when grim death finally snuffed him out, there was scarce 
left enough of him to bury ! 
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BOOK FIFTH. 

COHTAIVIirG THE FIR8T PART OF THB RRrGlT <M 
STUYVBSAHT, AHD HIB TROtlBLCS WITH THE A 

TIONIC COUNCIL. 



CHAP, n, 

hi idUoft i\t Deaik of a greai Man is tkewtt io h 
imecmtoiable maiter m S&nr&w ; and how Peter 8t 
acquired a great Name from the wMommon 8ti 

hie ffead* 

To a profound philosopher, like myself who mi 
see clear through a subject, where the penetratioi 
nary people extends but half way, there is no f 
simple and manifest, than that the death of a g 
is a matter of very little importance. Much as 
think of ourselves, and much as we may excite t1 
plaudits of the million, it is certain that the greate 
us do actually fill but an exceeding small spac 
world ; and it is equally certain, that even that sn 
is quickly supplied when we leave it vacant. ** 
consequence is it,** said the elegant Pliny, <* tin 
duals appear, or make their exit ?— the world is : 
whose scenes attd acton are contimally d 
Never did philosopher speak more correctly, ai 
wonder, that so wise a remark could have existed 
ageS| imd mankind not have laid it more to hea 
follows on in the footsteps of sage ; one hero just 
of his triumphal car, to make way for the hero w 
after him 5 and of the proudest monarch it is me 
that—- << he slept with his fathers, and his successoi 
in his stead.** 

The world, to tell the private truth, cares but 
their loss, and if lefl to itself would soon forget t 
and though a nation has often been figuratively 
in tears on the death of a great man, ypt it is tei 
to one if an iad*wVto\ Icax Va& hcea shed on the 



excepting from the forlorn pen of some hungry author. 
It is the historian, the biographer, and the poet, who have 
the whole burthen of grief to sustain — who, kind souls ! like, 
undertakers in England, act the part of chief mourners— 
who inflate a nation with sig)is it never heaved, and deluge 
it with tears it never di*camt of shedding. Thus, while 
the patriotic author is weeping and howling, in prose, in 
blank verse, and in rhyme, and collecting the drops of 
public sorrow into his volume, as into a lachrymal vas^ it 
is more than probable his fellow-citizens are eating and 
drinking, fiddling and dancing, as utterly ignorant 'of the 
bitter lamentations made in their name, as are those men 
of straw, John Doe and Richard Roe, of the plaintiffs for 
whom they are generously pleased on divers occasions to 
become sureties. 

The most glorious and praise- worthy hero that ever de- 
solated nations might have mouldered into oblivion among 
the rul^ish of his own monument, did not some historian 
take him into favour, and benevolently transmit his name 
to posterity : and much as the valiant William Kieft wor- 
ried, and bustled, and turmoiled, while be had the desti- 
nies of a whole colony in his hand, I question .seriously 
whether he will not be obliged to this authentic history 
for all his future celebrity. 

His exit occasioned no convulsion in the city of New 
Amsterdam or its vicinity : the earth trembled not, neither 
did any stars shoot froqi their spheres — the heavens were 
not flhronded in blaok, as poets would fain persuade us 
they have been, on the unfortunate death of a hero— 'the 
rockS'^lard-hearted vartets !) melted not into tears, nor 
did the trees hang their heads in silent sorrow ; and as to 
the sun, he laid abed the next night, just as long, and 
showed as jolly a face when he arose, as he ever did on 
the same day of the mouth in any year, either befwe or 
since. The good people of New Amsterdam, one and all, 
declared that he had been a very busy, active, bustling 
little governor— -that he was, '* the fathei- of his country"— 
that he was ** the noblest work of God'^ — that « he was a 
man, take him for all in all^ they never should look upon 
his like again*^ — together with sundry other civil and affec- 
tionate speeches, that arc regularly sakl on the death of all 
great men 5 after which they smoked their pipes, thought 
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no more about him, and Peter Stuyrcsant succeeded to kis 
station^ 

Peter Stuyvesant . was tbe last, and like the renowned 
Wouter Van T wilier, he was aUo the best of oui* ancient 
Dutch goTernoi*s. Wouter haying surpassed all who pre- 
ceded him, and Pietet or Pief, as h^ was sociably called 
by tbe old Dutch burghers, who were ever prone to fami- 
liarize names, having never been equalled by any suc- 
cessor. He was in ftict the very man Atted by nature to 
retrieve tbe desperate fortunes of her beloved province, had 
not tbe fates, those most potent, immaculate, and unrelent- 
ing of all ancient and immortal spinsters, dotined them to 
inextricable confusion. 

To say merely that he was a hero would be dokig him 
great injustice — be was in truth a combination of heroes ; 
ror he was of a stmxly, raw-boned mak^ like Ajax Tehu 
mon> so famous for his prowess in belabouring the little 
Trojans— with a pair of round shoulders, that Hercuks 
would have given his hide for (meaning his lioQ*s hide)y 
when be undertook to ease old Atlas of his load. He was^ 
moreover, as Plutaixrh describes Coriokumsy net only 
terrible for the force of his arm, but likewise of his voicc^ 
which sounded as though it came out of a boorrel ; and like 
tbe self-same waiTior, he possessed a sovereign contempt 
for the sovereign people, and an iron aspect, which was 
enough of itself to make the very bowels of bis adversaries 
quake with terror and dismay. AU this martial cxcdiency 
of appearance was inexpressibly lietgbtened by an acci- 
dental advantage, with which 1 am surprised that neither 
Homer nor Virgil have graced any of their heroes ^^kx. it is 
worth all tbe scars and wounds in the Iliad and Eneid^ or 
Lncan's Pharsalia into the bargain. This was nothing 
less than a redoubtable wooden leg, which waa the only 
priae be had gained, in bravely fighting the battles o£ his 
country; but of which he was so proud that he was ofka 
heard to declare he valued it more tlian all his other limbs 
put together ; indeed so highly did he esteem il, that he 
had it gallantly enchased and relieved with stiver devices^ 
which caused it to be related in divers histories and legends 
that he wore a silver leg.* 

* S«e tbe Histories of Masters Josselyn Mid filomp. 
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Like that choleric warrior Achilles, he vas somewbat 
subject to extempore bui'sts of passioa, which were oft- 
times rather unpleasant to his favourites and attendants, 
whose perceptions he was apt to quicken, after the manner 
of bis ilHistrious imitator, Peter the Great, by anointing 
Aeir^hovlderB with his walking staff, i 

Bat the resemblance for which I most value him was 
that wliich he bore ia many particulars to the renowned 
ChaHemagne. Though I cannot find that he had read 
Plato, or Artstotle, or Hobbes, or Bacon, or Algernon 
Sydney, or Tom Paine } yet did he sometimes manifestja 
shrewdness md sagacity in his measui'es, that one would 
hardly exped from a man who did not know Greek, and 
had never studied the ancients. True it is, and I confess 
it wtdi sorrow, that he bad an unreasonable aversion to ex- 
perim^lta, and was fond of governing his province after 
the simplest manner ; but then be contrived to keep it in 
better order than did the eiiidite Kieft, though he had all 
the philosopbers, ancient and modern, to assist and per- 
plex him. I must likewise own that he made but very 
few laws, but then again he took care that those few were 
rigidly and impartially enforced ; and I do not know but 
justice on the whole was as well administei'ed as if there 
had been volumes of sage acts and statutes yearly made,^and 
dally neglected and forgotten. 

He was, in fact, the very revei'se of his predecessors, 
bei«g neither tranqnil and inert, like Walter the Doubter, 
nor restless and tidgetting. Tike William the Testy : but a. 
man, or rather a govei*nor, of such uncommon activity and 
decision of mind, that he never sought or accepted the 
advice of otftiers ; depending confidently upon his single 
head, as did the heroes of yore upon their single arms\, to 
-wofk. his way through ail difficulties and dangers. To 
tefl the simple trutl^ he wanted no other requisite for a 
perfect rtatesman than to think always ri^, for no one 
can deny that be always acted as he thought ; and if he 
wanted in correctness, he made rip for it ia perseverance— 
an excAcnt quality ! since it is surdy more dignified for 
a ruler to be persevermg and consistent in error^ than 
waverine and eontradictcrry in endeavouring to do what is 
right : niis much is certain, and it is a maxim worthy the 
attention of all leg^^ators, both great and small, who 
stand ^kaSthig in the wind, without knowing vi\\\Oei "w^*^ 
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to steer. A rnler who acts according to his own wHl is 
sure of pleasing himself; while he who seeks to satisfy the 
wishes and whims of others, runs a great risk of pleasing 
nobody. The clock that stands still, and points stedfastly 
in one direction, is certain being right twice in the four 
and twenty hours ; while others may keep going continu- 
ally, and continually be g^ing wrong. 

Nor did this mag^nimous virtue escape the discern- 
ment of the good people of Nieuw Nederlandts ; on the 
contrary, so high an opinion had tbey of the independent 
mind and vigorous intellects of their new governor, that 
they universally called him Hard-hop^g Piety or Peter 
THB Headstrong— a great compliment to his under- 
standing ! 

If from all that I have said thou dost not gather, 
worthy reader, that Peter Stuyvesant was a tough, sturdy, 
valianty weather-beaten, mettlesome, obstinate, leathern, 
sided, lion-hearted, generous-spirited old governor, either 
I have written to but very little purpose, or thou art very 
dull at drawing conclusions. 

This most excellent governor, whose character I have 
thus attempted feebly to delineate, commenced his admi- 
nistration on the 29 Ih of May, 1647 ; a remarkable 
•tormy day, distinguished in all the almanaks of the time 
which have come down to us, by the name of Windy 
Friday. As he was very jealous of his personal and 
official dignity, he was inaugurated into office with great 
ceremony; the goodly oaken chair of the renowned 
WoUter Van Twiller being carefully preserved for such 
occasions, in like manner as the chair and stone were reve- 
rentially preserved at Scone in Scotland, for the coronation 
of the Caledonian manarchs. 

I must not omit to mention, that the tempestuous state 
of the elements, together with its being that unlucky day 
of the week, termed << hanging day,*' did not fail to excite 
much grave speculation, and divers very reasonable appre- 
hensions among the more ancient and enlightened itdutbi- 
tants ; and several of the sager sex, who were reputed to 
be not a little skilled in the mysteries of astrology and for- 
tune telling, did declare outright, that they were omens of 
a disastrous administration — an event that came to be 
lamentably verified, and which proves, beyond diqpatr, 
the wisdom of atUudi^v \o iViosc preternatural mtioHifioiiS) 
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bed by dreams and visions, the flying of birds, fall- 
stones, and cackling uf geese ; on which the sages 
ulers of ancient times placed such reliance ; or to 
shootings of stars, eclipses of the moon, bowlings of 
and tarings of candles, carefully noted and inter- 
1 by the oracular sibyls of our day ; who, in my 
le opinion, are the legitimate inheritors and pre- 
5 of the ancient science of divination. This much is 
1, that Govenor Stuyvesant succeeded to the chair of 
at a turbulent period ; when foes throqged and 
ened from without; when anarchy and stiff-necked 
ition reigned rampant within ; when the authority of 
high mightinesses the lords states-general, though 
id on the broad Dutch bottom of unoffending imbe- 
, though supported by economy, and defended by 
les, protests, proclamat ions—yet tottered to its very 
; and when the great city of New Amsterdam, though 
;d by flag-staffs, trumpeters, and windmills, seeme^, 
»nae fair lady of easy virtue, to lay open to attack, 
ady to yield to the first invader. 



CHAP. II. 



ng how Peter the Headstrong bestirred hinuelf 
1 the Rati and Cobwebs on entering into Office; 
the perilous mistake he W€U guilty of, in his 
dealings with the Amphyctions, 

B very first movements o^ the great Peter, on taking 
ins of government, displayed the magnanimity of his 
though they occasioned not a little maiTcl and un- 
ss among the people of the Manhattoes. Finding 
If constantly interrupted by ^the opposition, and 
ed by the sage advice of his privy council, the mem- 
of which had acquired the unreasonable habit of 
ng and speaking for themselves during the preceding 
he determined at once to put a stop to such grier- 
bominations. Scaixely, therefore, had he entered 
his authority, than he turned out of office all thofie 
esome spirits that composed the factious cabinet of 
jh the Testy, in place of whom he chose unto Uim- 
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wif connsellan from those fat, somaiferons, 
families^ that had floarMhed and slumbered an 
reign of Walter the Doubter. All these he c 
fumfehed with abundance of fair long pipe& 
regaled with frequent corporation dinners, f 
than to smoke, and eat, and sleep, for the | 
natioDy while he took all the burden of goren 
htt own ihoalders— -an arrangement to which tl 
hearty aoiaicscence. 

N(Hr did he stop here, but made a hideous : 
the mrentions and expedients of his learned pi 
demolishing his flag-^taffs and windmiUs, 
mighty g^ia^ts, gnaiSed the ramparts of New 
— pitdiing to the duyrel whole batteries of c 
— ^rooting up his patent gallows, where caitiff 
were suspended by the waistband ; and in a wc 
topsv-tuTFy the whole philosophic, economic, 
miH system of the inmiortal sage of Saardam. 

Ilie honest folk of New Amsterdam bega 
DOW for the Ikte of their matchless champion i 
trumpeter, who had acquu'ed prodigious favoui 
of the women. By means of his whiskers and 1 
Him did Peter the Headstrong cause to be b 
his presence, and eyeing him for a moment fi 
foot, with a countenance that would have a] 
thing else than a sounder of brass : << Prytb« 
wiwt art thou ?'* said he. « Siie," repiied t 
no wise diavuiycd ; <^ for my name, it is Aj 
Corlear-^for tny parevtage, I am the sua Af n 
for my profession, I am champion and garr 
great city of New Amsterdam."* " I doubt 
said Peter Stuyresant, " that thou art some sow 
monger knave — ^how didst thou acquire this 
honour and dignity ?" — " Marry, Sir," replie« 
^ like many a great man before me, simply b 
my OMM trvnqtet.'** — *' Ay^ is it so V quoth th 
^ why then let| us have a relish of thy art.** 
iie put his instrument to his lips, and sounda 
with such a tremendous outset, such a delecti 
and such a triumphant cadence, that it was 
nutke your heart leap out of your mouth only ( 
a mile of it Like as a wai*-worn charger, wh 
In peaceful piVaVuSt'^^^ chance he hear the stn 
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till mnsic, pricks up his ears, and snorts and paws, and 
kindles at the noise : so did the heroic soul of the mighty 
Peter joy to hear the clangour of the trumpet ; for of him 
might truly be said what was recorded of the renowned 
St. Georg'e of England — ^ there was nothing in all the 
world tint more rejoiced his heart, than to hear the 
pleasant sound of war, and see the soldiers brandish forth 
their steeled weapons." Ousting his eyes more kindly, 
therefore, upon the sturdy Van Corlear, and finding him to 
he a jolly, fat Kttle man, shrewd in his discourse, yet of 
great discretion and immeasurable wind, he 8tra^;htway 
conceived a vast kindness for him, and discharging him 
from the troublesome duty of garrisoning, and defending, 
and alarming the city, evtr after retaining him about hu 
person, as his chief faYourite, confidential envoy, and trusty 
squire. Instead of disturbing the city with disastrous 
notes, he was instructed to play so as to delight die 
governor while at his repasisj as did the minstrels of ywe 
in the days of glorious chivalry — and on all public occa- 
sHHls to rejoice the ears of the people with warlike melody j 
thereby keeping alive a noble and martial spirit. 

Many other alterations and reformations, both for the 
better and for the worse, did the governor make, of which 
my time will not serve me to record the particulars; 
suffice it to say, be soon contrived to make the province 
ieel that he was its master, and treated the sovereign people 
with auch tyranbical rigour, that they were all fain to bold 
their tongues, stay at home, and attend to their business ; 
idsodiHch that party feuds and distinctions were almost 
ftMrgotten, and many thriving keepers of taverns and dram- 
shop were utterly ruined for want of business. ' 

Indeed the critical state of public afFau's at this time 
deitattded the utmost vigilance and promptitude. The 
formidable council of the Amphyctions, which had caused 
so much tribulation to the unfortunate Kieft, still continued 
augmenting its forces, and threatened to link within its 
YHHon all the mighty principalities and powers of the east. 
In the very year following the inauguration of Governor 
Stnyresant, a grand deputation departed from the city of 
Prcrridence (famous for its dusty streets and beauteoua 
women), in behalf of the puissant plantation of Rhode 
Island, praying to be admitted into the league. 

<i2 
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Tbe following mention is made of this applicatioo in 
certain records of that assemblage of worthies, which are 
still extant*. 

•^ Mr. Will Cottington and Captain Pkrtrklf of Rhoode 
Hand presented this insewing request to the oommissionei's 
io wriifhting— - 

** Oar request and motion is -in bdialfe of Rhoode Hand, 
that wee the Handera of Rhoode Hand may be rescauied 
into combination with all the united colonyes of New- 
Ci^^nd in a firme and perpetuall leai^ae of friendship 
and amity of ofence and defence, mutnall advice and succor 
upon all just occasions for our mutuall safety and well- 
fiiire, &c. 

« Will Cottington, 

*< Alicxsander Partridg.* 



f» 



There b certainly something in the very physiognomy 
of thb document, that might well inspire apprehension. 
The name of Alexander, however mis-spelt, has been 
war-like in every age ; and though its fierceness is in 
iome measure softened by being coupled with the gentle 
cognomen of Partridge; still, like the colour of scarlet, it 
b^irs an exceeding great resemblance to tbe sound of a 
trumpet. From the style of the letter, mcMrcover, and the 
Sioldier-like ignorance of orthography displayed by tbe noble 
captain, Alicxsander Partridg, in spelling his own name, 
we may picture to ourselves this mighty man of Rhodes, 
like a second. Ajax, strong in arms, potent in the fiekl, 
and as great a schular as though be had been educated 
among that learued people of Thrace, who, Aristotle assures 
ds, could not count beyond the number four. 

But whatever miglit be the threatening aspect of this 
famouH confederation, Peter Stuyvesant was not a man to 
be kept in a state of incertitude and vague apprehension*, 
he liked nothing so much as to meet danger face to face, 
and take it by the beard. Determined, therefore, to put 
an cud to all these petty maraudings on the borders, be 
wrote two or three categorical letters to the grand council ; 
which, though neither couched iu bad Latin, nor yet graced 

• Hai. Col. Stat. Pap, 
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by rhetorical tropes about wolves and lambs, and beetle- 
Bies, yet had more effect than all the elaborate epistles, 
protests, and proclamations of his learned predecessor put 
toj[;ether. In consequence of his urgrent propositions, the 
preat confederacy of the east ^agreed to enter into a final 
adjustment of grievances and settlement of boundaries, to 
the end that a perpetual and happy peace might take place 
betweeti the two powers. For this purpose Governor 
Stuyvesant deputed two ambassadors to negociate^with 
OMBminioners from the grand council of the league, and a 
tttaty was solemnly concluded at Hartford. On receiving 
the Intelligence of tiiis event, the whole community was 
iu an liproar of exultation. The trumpet of the sturdy 
Van Corlear sounded all day 'with joyful clangour firom 
the ramparts of Fort Amsterdam, and at night the city 
was magnificently illuminated with two hundi^ aqd fifty 
tallow caudles ; besides a barrel of tar, which was burned 
before the governor's house, on the cheering aspect of 
public affairs. 

And now my worthy reader is, doubtless, like the great 
and good Peter, congratulating himself with the idea, .that 
bis feelings will no longer be molested by afflicting details 
of itolen horses, broken heads, impounded bogs, and all 
the other catalogue of heart-rending cruelties, that dis- 
graced these border wars. But if he should indulge in 
such expectations, it is a proof that he is hut little versed 
ia the paradoxical ways of cabinets j to convince hioi of 
which^ I solicit his serious attention to my next chapter, 
wherein 1 will shew that Peter Stuyvesant has already 
comm it ted a gveat error in politics ; and by effecting a 
peace^ has materially jeopardized the tranquillity of the 
province. 
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CHAP. 111. 

Containing various Speculations on War .and Negocia- 
iions — shewing that a Treaty of Peace is a great national 

EviU 

It ■ was the opinion of that poetical philosopher, Lucre- 
tius, that war was the original state of man ; whom he de- 
scribed as being primitively a savage beast of prey, engaged 
in a constant state of hostility with his own species, and 
that this ferocious spirit was tamed and ameliorated by 
society. The same opiniou has been advocated by the 
leamol Hobbcs *, nor have there been wanting many other 
philosophei-s to admit and defend it. 

For my part, though prodigiously fond of these valuable 
speculations, so complimentary to human nature, yet, in 
this instance, I am inclined to take the proposition by 
halves, believing with Horacef, that though war may 
have been originally the favourite amuserticnt and indus- 
trious employment of our progenitors j yet, like mauy 
other excellent habits, so far from being amdiorated, it 
has been cultivated and confirmed by refinemeat and civi- 
lization, and increases in exact proportion as we approach 
towards that state of perfection, which is the ne plus uUrvL 
of modern philosophy. 

The first conflict between man and man was the mere 
exertion of physical force, unaided by anxiliary weapons 
— ^ia arm was his buckler, his fist was his mace, and a 
broken head the catastrophe of his encouoiers^ The battle 
of unassisted strength was succeeded by the more rugged 
ones of stones and clubs, and war assumed a sanguinary 
aspect. As man advanced in refinement, as bis faculties 
expanded, and his sensibilities became more exquisite, he 
grew rapidly more ingenious and experienced in the art of 
luui-dering his fellow beings. He invented a thousand 
dievices to defend and to assault— -the helmet, the cuirass 

* Hobl>es* Leviatlian, part i, chap. 13. 

t Cum prorepseruut primi» animalia terris, 
Mutuiii ac tuipe pecus. gUndem atque cubiiia propter, 
fJnguibuset pugiiis, dein fustibus, atque ita porro 
Pugnabaut armisi quae pobt fabricaverat usus. 

ilor. Sat. L. i. S. 3. 
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and the buckler, the sword, the dart, and the javelin,' pre- 
pared him to ehidc the wound, as well as to launch the 
hlow. Still urging on, in the brilliant and philanthropic 
career of invention, he enlarges and heightens his jpowers 
of defence and injury. — ^I'he aries, the scorpio, the balista, 
and the catapulta, give a horror and sublimity to war : 
atid magnify its glory, by increasing its desolation. Still 
insatiable, though armed with machinery that seemed to 
reach the limits of destructive invention, and to yield a 
power of injury, commensurate even with the desires of 
revenge— -still deeper researches must be made in the 
diabolical arcana. With furious zeal he dives into the 
bowels of the earth; he toils midst poisonous mineral» 
and deadly salts — the sublime discovery of gunpowder 
blazes upon the world— -and, finally, the dreadful art of 
fighting by proclamation seems to endow the demon of war 
with ubiquity and omnipotence! 

This, indeed, is grand '.-—this, indeed, marks the powera 
of mind, and bespeaks that divine endowment of reason, 
which distinguishes us from the animals, our inferiors. 
The unenlightened brutes content themselves with the 
native force which Providence has assigned them. The 
angry bull butts with his hornf;, as did his progenitors 
before him— >the lion, the leopard, and the tyger, seek only 
with theur talons and their fangs to gratify their sanguinary 
fury; and even the subtle serpent darts the .same venom, 
and uses the same wiles, as did his sire before the flood. 
Man alone, blessed with the inventive mind, goes on from 
digrovery to discovery— -enlarges and multiplies hb powers 
of d^truction ; arrogates the tremendous weapons of Deity 
itself, and tasks creation to assist him in murdering his 
brother worm ! 

In proportion as the art of war has increased in im- 
proTcment, has the art of preserving peace advanced in 
equal ratio; and as we have discovered, in this age .of 
wonders and inventions, that proclamation is the most 
formidable engine in wai*, so have we discovered the no 
less ingenious mode of maintaining peace by perpetual, 
negociations. 

A treaty, or to speak more correctly, a negociation, 
therefore, according to the acceptation of experienced 
statesmen, learned in tliese matters, is no longer an at- 
tempt to accommodate differences, to asce#||^u i\^VlV&) ^td&i 
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to MrtaUkli titk e<|uit»b1e exchange of kind offices ; but a 
GcMtest of skill between two powers, which shall over-reach 
aurf take in the other. It is a cunning endeavour to obtain 
by peaceful manoeuvre, and the chicanery of cabinets, 
tboat advantages, which a nation would otherwise have 
mttt^A by-force of arms. In the same manner that a con- 
flfSieiitioiu highwayman reforms, and becomes an excellent 
arid ^iseworthy citizen, contenting himself with cheating 
hii neighboAr out of that property he would formerly 
hkre seised with open violence. 

Ill Ihct, the only time when two nations can be said to 
be ib H state of perfect amity, is when a negociatioa is 
oipeih, and a treaty pending. Then, as there are no stipu- 
Unions entered into, no bonds to restrain the will, Im> 
specific limits to awaken that captions jealousy of right 
idililatited in our nature, as each party has some advantage 
to hope and expect fi*om the other— then it is that the two 
nations are so gracious and friendly to each other ; their 
ministers professing the highest mutual regard, exchanging 
bHlels^oux, making fine speeches, and indulging in all 
those little diplomatic flirtations, coquetries, and fondlings,' 
tiMt do so marvellously tickle the good humour of the 
respective nations. Thus it may paradoxically be said, 
thit there is never so good an undenstanding between two 
nations, as when there is a little misunderstanding ; and 
tlMt 80 long as they are on no terms, they are on the best 
tdrnw in the world. 

I do 'not by any means pretend to claim the merit of 
faaving made the above political discovery. It has in ihct 
Img been aecretly acted upon by certain enlightened cabi- 
Arts, and is> together with divers other notable theories, 
privately copied out of the common-place book of an illus- 
trloiis'gctotleman, who has been member of congress, and 
d^oyed the unlimited confidence of heads of department. 
To tfan priticiple may be ascribed the woiklerful ingenuity 
that has been shown of late years in protracting aad 
iatermpting negociations. Hence the cunning measare of 
aijpfpointing as ambassador some political pettifogger skilled 
in delays, sophisms, and misapprehensions, and dexterous 
in the art of baffling argument ; or some blundering statrs- 
inan^ whose errors and misconstructiotts may be a pl^i for 
revising to ratify his engagements. And hence, toO| that 
moat nolalile expcdVcxiX, «o y^mIot with our govqpmnent. 
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of sending out a brace of anibassadoi*8 ; who having each 
an individual will to consult, character to establish, and 
interest to promote, you may as well look for unanimity 
aod concord between two lovers with one mistressy two 
dogs with one bone, or two naked rogues with one pair. 
of breeches. This disagreement, therefore, is continually 
breed'uag delays and impediments, in consequence of which 
the ncgociation goes on swimmingly, inasmuch as there 
is no prospect of its ever coming to a close. Nothing « 
is lost by these delays and obstacles but time ; and in a 
negociation, according to the theory I have exposed, 
all time lost is in reality so much time gained :— -with 
what delightful paradoxes does modern political economy 
abound ! 

Now all that 1 have here advanced is so notoriously tru^ 
that I almost blush to take up the ^ime of my readers^ 
with treating of matters which must many a time have 
stared them in the face; , But the proposition to which I 
would most earnestly call their attention is this, that 
though a negociation be the most harmonizing of all 
national transactions, yet a treaty of peace is a great 
political evil, and one of the most fruitful sources of war.- 

.1 have rarely seen an instance of any special contract 
between individuals, that did not produce jealousies, 
bickerings, and often downright ruptures between them ; 
noi' did 1 ever know of a treaty between two nations that 
did not occasion continual misunderatandings. How many 
worthy country neighbours have I kuowu, who, after 
living in peace and good fellowship for yeais, hare been 
thrown into a state of distrust, cavilling, and animosity, 
by some ill-starred agreement about fences, runs of water, 
and stray cattle. And how many well meaning nations, 
who weald otherwise have remained in the must amicable 
disposition towards each other, have been brought to 
swords' points about the infringement or misconstruction 
of some treaty, which in an evil hour they had concluded 
by way of making their amity more sure. 

Treaties at be^t are but complied with so long as interest 
requires their fulfilment ; A'onsequently, they are vu'tually 
binding on the weaker party only, or in plain truth, they 
are not binding at all. No nation will wantonly go to 
war with another, if it has nothing to gain thereby, and 
therefore, needs no treaty to restrain it from \\QlewcA \ ^xA 



Ifg HiivoftT or 

If it hare any thing to gain, I moch qvesiioH^ from what 
1 have witnessed of the righteous conduct of nations, 
whether atty treaty could be made so strong that it coukl 
Mt thrust the sword through; nay, I wtmid hoM ten to 
imtti Hm treaty itself would lie the very source to which 
resoNI #oukl hie had to find a pretext for hostilities. 

TImis, therefore^ I concludei, that though it is the best of 
IM policies ftir a nation to keep up a oonstaot negociation 
#Mf Its neighboursy yet it Is the summit of folly, for 
it erer to he beguiled into a treaty ; for then comes on 
tttt tMto-fnlfthBedt and infntction-«-tlwn reaionstrance, then 
Altercation, then retaliation, then reerimination, and, 
ftMlly^ opcttwar. In a word, negociation is like court- 
ship, a time of sweet words, gallimt speeches, soft looks, 
■M Mdearing caresses, but tibe marriage ceremony is the 
■Igittl for kostOitieB. 

t 

CHAP. IV/ 

JBiW Pder ShtyvettM whb prmity MM 5y Mr Adeet' 
mtriet the Mo$s Troopert'^'^aiid hU C&mNtei thereupon, 

Ip toy pains-taking reader be not somewhat perplexed, 
in the course of tlie ratiocination of my list chapter, be 
will doubtless at one glance perceive, that the great Petcr^ 
In concluding a treaty with his eastern neigMMrors, was 
ItttUty of a himentable error and heteroxody in politics. 
To this unlucky agreement may justly he ascribed a 
world of little infringements, altercations| negociationsf 
and bickerings, which afterwards took place bet ween the 
kvepreuchable Stuyresant, and the enl-dispoeed comKii 
«f Amphyctions. All these did not a little disturb the 
coastitntional serenity of the good burghers of Mannahata) 
but in sooth they were so very pitiful in their nature aad 
effects, that a grave historian, who g^rudges the tioM spent 
ki any thin^ less than recording the fall ^f empires^ and 
the revolution of worlds, would think them unwordiy to 
ke inscribed on bis sacred page. 

The reader is therefore to take it for granted, though I 
•corn to waste in the detail that time which my furrowed 
hnm and tremhWu^ hnLnA vuCorm me is invaluable, thBt aH 
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the while tfae grieat Peter was occu[^ied in those tremen- 
cUms and Uoody contests that I shall shortly rehearse, there 
was a continued series of little, dirty, snivelling skirmisbesy 
scoariagSy broils, and maraudings made on the eastern 
fr4Hitiers, by the mos8*troo{»erB of Connecticut. But Ukfi 
4kaX minor of chlTalry, the sage and valorous DonQuixotc» 
1 leaiie ifaese petty contests for some future Sancho Pan.^a 
of a liiatoiiaii, while I reserve my prowess and my pen fyr 
aisfaierements of lusher dignity. 

Now did the great Peter conclude, that his Itbows had 
Attne ta a dose in the eaat^ and that he had nothing lo do 
ImmI appiy himself to the internal prosperity of liis belov/ed 
Maahattoes. TThoagh a man of greal modesty, he co«iJd 
IKK help boasting tluU. he had at length shut the temple of 
ianiis ; and that, were all rulerf like a certain perfon wIid 
shotikl lie nameless, it would never be opened again. But 
the caHdIfttioB of the worthy goverjMMr was put to a speedy 
cfaedc ; lor scarce was the treaty concluded, and hardly 
was the iak dried on the paper, beibre the crafty and dis- 
coorteaus council of the league sought a new pretence for 
Ye-iHHmittg the ^ames of discord. 

k aeeoM to be the nature of confederacies, repnbU/Cf » 
and suoh like powers, that want the true masculine cha- 
racter, to indulge exceedingly in certain feminine panics 
and aaspicions. like some good lady of delicate and 
sickly virtue^ who is in constant dread of having her 
vestal parity contaminated or seduced; and who, if a soan 
do <»pt take lier by the hand, or look her in the iace, is 
veaiy to cry out, rape ! and ruin !-h30 th^e squeamiflli 
goVienHnents are perpetually on the alarm for the virtue 
ei the oonntry^-^evei'y manly measure is a violation of the 
eoMtitMtio n e very monarchy or other masculine govem- 
jaeat'aroHad them is laying snares for their seduction; Bad 
they are ibr ever detecting infernal plots, by which they 
woae tn be iietrayed, dishonoured, and << brought upon the 
tiMna." 

if Any |iraof wort wanting of the truth of theae opinions, 
1 aNMiWI instance the conduct of a certain republic of our 
day, wh% good dame, has already withstood so many plots 
and conspiracies %^nat her virtue^ and has so often coaie 
near beu^ made << no better than ahe should jbe.^ I 
arauld «MitioeilwriConstant jealousies of poor old JSpglimd, 
mk^ Ay iker iHiHi acfiannt, has been iQccsBauU) It^Va^ |o 
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sap hd" iKmour, though, from my soul, I never co 
believe the honest old gentleman meant her any rudem 
Whereas, on the contrary, I think 1 have several tn 
^»ught her squeezing hands, and indulging in certain an 
reus oglings with that sad fellow Buonaparte, who all 
world knows to be a great despoiler of national vii'tue^ 
have mined all the empires in his neighbourhood, and 
have debauched every repubUc that came in his way ; 1 
so it is, these rakes seem always to gain singular ftiv< 
with the ladies. 

Bat I crave pardon of my reader for thus wanderi 
and will endeavour, in some measure, to apply the for 
Uig remarks ; for, in the year 1651, we are told that 
great confederacy of the east accused the immacul 
Peter (the soul of honour and heart of steel), that, 
divers gifts and promises, he had been secretly endeavo 
ing to instigate the Narrohigansett (or Narraganset), ft 
haque, and Pequot Indians, to surprise and massacie t 
Yankee settlements. <* Foi*,^* as the council slanderou 
observed, *' the Indians round about for divers hundi 
miles cercute, seeme to have drunke deep of an tntoxi 
ting eupp, att or from the Manhatoes against the Engli 
whoe have sought their good both in bowlily and spirits 
respects." 

History does not make mention how the great coun 

<jf the Amphyctions came by this precious plot : whetl 

it were honestly brought at a fair market price, or disi 

vered by sheer good fortune. It is certain, however, tJ 

they examined divers Indians, who all swore to the h 

as sturdily as though they heul been so many Christi 

'troopers : and to be more sure of their veracity, the ss 

•cdtancil previously made every mother^s aim of tbi 

•devoutly dniuk, remembering an old and trite provei 

•which it is not necessary for me to repeat. 

'Though descended from a family which suffered mu 
injury horn the losel Yankees of those times, my gn 
grandfather having had a yoke of oxen and his best pac 
stolen, and having received a pair of 'black eyes and 
bloody nose in one of these border wars ; and my gras 
father, when a very little boy tending pigs, having be 
kidnapped and severely flogged by a long-sided Conm 
ticut schoolmaster ; yet I should have passed over all tbi 
frrongt with {6T|r\ve»esa and oblivion :—• I • could -ev 
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have suffered them to have bl^kcrr Evert Ducking^s head, 
to have kicked the doughty Jacobus Van Qirlet and his 
rafrged regiment out of doors, carried every hog into cap- 
tivity, and depopulated every hen-roost on the face of 
the earth with perfect impunity ; but this wanton attack 
upon one of the most gallant and irreproachable heroes of 
modern times is too much even for me to digest, and ba^ 
overset, with a siugle pufF, the patience of the historian, 
and the forbearance of the Dutchman. 

Oh reader, it was false— 1 swear to thee, it was false ! 
—If thou bast any respect for my word,*— if the undevia- 
tiag character for veracity which I have endeavoured to 
maintain throughout this work*, has its due weight* with 
the^ tbou wilt not give thy faith to this tale of slander ; 
for I pledge my honour and my immortal fame to thee, 
that the gallant Peter Stuyvesant was not only innocent 
of this foul conspiracy, but would have suflered his right 
arm, or even his wooden leg, to consume with slow and 
everlasting flames, rather than attempt to destroy his 
enemies in any otlier way than open, generous warfare.- 
Besbrew those caitiff scouts, that conspired to sully his 
honest name by such an imputation ! 

Peter Stuyvesant, though he perhaps had never heard 
of a Knight Errant, yet had he as true a heart of chivalry 
as ever beat at the round table of King Arthur. There 
was a spirit of native gallantry, a neble and generous 
hardihood, diffused through his rugged manners, which 
altogether gave unquestionable tokens of an heroic mind. 
He was, in truth, a hero of chivalry struck off by the hand 
of Nature at a single heat ; and though she had taken no 
further care to polish and refine her workmanship, he stood 
forth a miracle of her skill. 

But not to be figui^tive (a fault in historic writing, 
which I particularly eschew), the great Peter possessed, 
in an eminent degree, the seven renowned and noble 
virtues of knighthood, {^hicb, as he had never consulted 
autliors in the disciplining and cultivating of his mind, I 
verily believe must have been implanted in a corner of his 
heart by dame Nature herself-— where they flourished 
among his hardy qualities, like so many sweet wild 
flowers, shooting foith and thriving with redundant luxa. 
riance among stubborn rocks. Such was the mind of 
Peter the Headstrong, and if my admiration fur U Uvl^^ qm 

R 
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this oocj^ion, trausportcdvny style beyond the sober 
fETEVity which beGomes the laborious scribe of historic 
ereiiti, I can ptead as an apology, that though a little, 
grey headed Datcbman, arrived almost at the bottom of 
the down-bill of life, 1 still retain some portion of that 
celestial firci which sparkles in the eyes of youth, when 
contemplating the virtues and achievements of ancient 
worthies. Blessed^ thrice and nine times blessed be the 
food St. Nicholasi— that I have escaped the influence of 
OMt chilling apathy, which too often freezes the sympatiiies 
of age i wbicl^ like a churlish spirit, sits at the portals of 
the heart, repulsing every genial sentiment, and paralyzing 
every spontaneous glow of enthusiasm. % 

No sooner then did this scoundrel imputation on his 
honour reach the ear of Peter Stuyvesant, than be pro- 
ceeded in a manner which would have redounded to bis 
credit, even though he had studied for years in the library 
of Don Quixote himself. He immediately despatched 
his valiant trumpeter and squire, Anthony Van Corlear, 
with orders to ride night and day, as herald, to the Am- 
phyctionic council, reproaching Uiem in terms of noble 
indignation, for giving ear to the slanders of heathen in- 
fidels, against the character of a Christian, a gentleman, 
and a soldier— and declaiing, that as to the treacherous 
and bloody plot alleged against him, whoever aflirmed it 
to be true, lied in his teeth !— >to prove which, he defied 
the president of the council and all of hb compeers, or if 
they pleased, their puissant champion. Captain Alexander 
Partric^, that mighty man of Rhodes, to meet him in a 
.single combat, where he woold trust the vindication of his 
innocence to the prowess of his arm. 

This challenge being delivered with due ceremony, 
Anthony Van Corlear sounded a trumpet of defiance 
before the whole council, ending with a most horrific 
.and nasal twang, full in the face of Captain Partridg, 
who almost jumped out of his skin in an ecstucy of asto- 
nishment at the noise. This done, he mounted a tall 
Flanders mare, which he always rode, and trotted merrily 
towards the Manhattoes— -passing through Ifartford, and 
Pyqnag, and Middletown, and all the other border towns 
^^wanging his trumpet like a very devil, ao that the 
sweet valleys and banks of the Connecticut resounded 
with the warlike melody^-and stopping occasionally to eat 
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pumpkin pics, dance at country frolics, and bundle with 
the beauteous lasses of those parts, whom he rcjmced 
exceedingly with his soul-stirring instrument. 

But the grand council being composed of considerate 
men, had no idea of running a tilting with such a fiery 
hero as the hardy Peter^-on the contrary they ^ent him 
an answer, couched in the meekest, the most mild) and 
provoking terms ; in which they assured him that his guilt 
was proved to their perfect satisfaction, by the testimony 
of divers sober and respectable Indians, and concluding 
with this truly amiable paragraph :— << For youre confil 
dant denialls of the Barlwrous plott charged will waigb 
little in balance against such evidence, soe that we must 
still require and seeke due satisfaction and cecnritie} toe 
we rest, 

«Sir, 
** Youres In wayes of Righteousness, &c.** 

1 am aware that the above transaction has been difTer* 
ently recorded by certain historians of the east, and eise- 
vhere ; who seem to have inherited the bitter enmity of 
their ancestors to the brave Peter— and much good may 
their inheritance do them. These declare, that Peter 
Stuyvesant requested to have the charges against him 
inquired into, by Cdmmissioners to be appointed for the 
purpose ; and yet tliat when such commissioners were 
qipoiuted, he refused to submit to their examiiialion. In 
this artful account tha'e is but the semblance of truth ; he- 
did, indeed, most gallantly offer, when that he found a 
deaf ear was turned to his challenge, to submit his con- 
duct to the rigorous inspection of a court of hononr^-but 
then he expected to find it an august tribunal, composed 
of courteous gentlemen, the governors and nobility of the 
confederate plantations, aud of the province of New Ne- 
therlands 'j where he mi^ht be tried by his peers, in a 
manner worthy of his rank and dignity-— whereas, let m<B 
peri^, if they did not send to the Mauhattoes two lean- 
sided hungry pettifoggers, mounted on Narraganset 
pacers, with saddle bags under the bottoms, and greett 
latcfaels under their arms, as though they were about to 
beat the hoof from one country couit to another in search 
of a law-suit. 

R2 
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The chivalric Peter, as might be expected, 
notice oC these cunning varlets ; who, with pr 
industry, fell to prying and sifting about, in qn 
parte evidence ; perplexing divers simple Indiai 
women, with their cross questioning, until they h: 
dieted and forswore themselves most horribly, 
often done in our courts of justice. Thus havinj 
tbeir errand to their own satisfaction, they retun 
grand council with their satchels and saddle ba 
full of villainous rumours, apocryphal stories, 
rageoas calumnies— for all which the great Pete 
care a tobacco stopper; but, 1 warrant me, 
attempted to play off the same trick upon W 
Testy, be would have treated them both to 
gambol on his patent gallows. 

The grand council of the east held a very soU 
ing on the return of their envoys, and after the) 
d^ed a long time on the situation of affairs, i 
the point of adjourning without being able to a^ 
any thing. At this critical moment one of tbes< 
•om^ iiKleiatigable spirits, who endeavour to e 
duuracter for patriotism by blowing the bellows 
until the whole furnace of politics is red-hpt wii 
and cinders ; and who have just cunning enougl 
that there is no time so favourable for gettic 
people's backs as when they are in a state of 
and attending to every body^s business but t 
This aspiring imp of faction, who was called 
politician, because he had secured a seat in the c 
calumniating all his opponents : he, I say, cone 
a fit opportunity to strike a blow that should s 
popularity among his constituents, who lived on tl 
of Nieuw Nederlaudts, and were the greatest p< 
Christendom, excepting the Scotch border nobl 
a second Peter the Hermit, therefore, he stood 
preached up a crusade against Peter Stuyvesam 
devoted city. 

He made a speech which lasted six hours, 
to the ancient custom in these parts ; in which 
seated the Dutch as a race of impious, here 
neither believed in witchcraft nor the sovereign 
horse-shocs— >who left their country for the lucrt 
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not, like themselves, for the enjoy men t of liberty ofotm- 
MMMce— who, in short, were a race of mere cannabals and 
aathrupophagi, inasmuch as they never eat cod fish on 
Saturdays, devoured swine's flesh without molasses, aad 
beU pumpkins in utter contempt. 

This speech had the desired effect ; for the council, be- 
ing awakened by the seijeant-at-avnis, rubbed their eyes, 
aura declared that it was just ami iiolitic to declare instant 
war against these unchristiau antipumpkinites. But it was 
necessary that the people at large should first be prepared 
for thiis measure, and for this purpose the arguments of 
the orator were preached from the pulpit for several Sun- 
days subsequent, and earnestly recommended to the con- 
sideration of every good ChriBtiau, who professed as well 
as practised, the doctrine of meekness, charity, and the 
forgiireness of injuries. This is the first time we hear of 
the *< JDrum Ecclesiastic*' beating up for political recruits 
in oar country ; and it proved of such signal efficacy that 
it has since been called hito frequent service throughout 
oar Uuiou. A cunning politician is often found skulking 
under the clerical robe, with an outside all religion, and 
an inside all political rancour. Things spiritual and 
things temporal are strangely jumbled together, like poisons 
and antidotes on an apothecai'y*s shelf ; and instead of a 
devout sermon, the simple church-going folk liave often a 
political pamphlet thrust down their throats, labelled with 
a pioas text from Scripture. 



CHAP. V. 

Hbio the New-Anuterdammers itecame tfreat in arm*, 
and of the direful catastrophe of a mighty Army-^toffe- 
ther with Peter Stayvesanfs measure to fortify the City 
^•and how he w€u the original Founder of the Battery. 

But notwithstanding that the grand council, as I have 
already shown, were amazingly discreet in their proceed- 
ings respecting the New Netherlands, and conducted the 
whole with almost as much silence and mystery as docs 
the sage British cabinet one of its ill-starred secret expM- 
tions^^yet did the ever- watchful Peter receive a» full ainl 
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accurate information of evci'y movement as docs tl 
of France of all the notable enterprises i liave me 
—-He accordingly set himself to work, to render 
chinations of bis bitter adversaries abortive. 

i know that mahy wilt censure the precipitation 
stoat-bearted old governor, in that he hurried 
expences of fortification, without ascertaining 
they were neoessai'y, by prudently waiting until tb 
was at the door. But they should recollect tb 
Stnyvesant had not the benefit of an insight 
Bodero arcana of politics, and v^as strangely bi^ 
certain obsolete maxims of the old school ; amon 
be firmly believed, that, to render a country n 
abroad, it was necessary to make it formidable at 
and that a nation should place its reliance for p( 
secnrity, more upon its own strength, than on the y 
good-will of its neighbours. — He proceeded, thervfc 
all diligence, to put the province and metropo 
•trong posture of defence. 

Among the few remnants of ingenious iuventioi 
remained firom the days of William the Testy, we 
impregnable bulwarks of public safety, militia h 
which the inhabitants were obliged to turn out 
year, with such military equipments — as it please 
and were put under the command of very valian 
and man-milliners, who, though on oidinary o 
the meekest, pippin-hearted little men in the wor 
very devils at parades and coui*t martials, when t 
cocked hats on their h^ds, and swords by the 
Under the instrnclion of these periodical warric 
gallant train-bands made marvellous proficiency 
mystery of gunpowder. They were taught to iac* 
ri|ht, to wheel to the left, to snap off empty I 
without winking, to tui*n a comer without any gi 
roar or irr^ularity, and to march through sun i 
iirom one ei^ of the town to the other without fl 
until in the end they became so valorous that tl 
off blank cartridges, without so much as tumii 
their heads— could hear the largest field-piece di&< 
without stopping then* ears, or falling into mud 
sion ; and would even go through all the fatig 
perils of a summer day^s parade, without haviK 
Tanks much thinned by desertion ! 
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True it is, the genius of this truly pacific people was 
«o little given to war, that, during the intervals which 
oecuiTC'd between field days, they generally contrived to 
forget all the military tuition they had received ', se that 
vrheu they re-appeared on parade, they scarcely knew the 
butt-end of the musket from the muzzle, and invariably 
mistook the right shoulder for the left— ^ mistake which, 
however, was soon obviated by chalking their left arms. 
But whatever might be their blunders and awkwardness, 
the sagacious Kieft declared them to be of but little im- 
IKMrtance— Hsiuce, as he judiciously observed, one cam^ 
paigD would be of more instruction to them than a hun. 
dred pai'ades ; for though two-thirds of them might be 
food for powder, yet such of the other third as did nut run 
away would become most experienced veterans. 

The great Stuyvesant had no particular veneration for 
the ingenions experiments and institutions of his shrewd 
predecessor, and among other things, held the militia 
system in very considerable contempt, which he was often 
heard to call in joke — for he was sometimes fond of a 
joke— Governor Kieft^s broken reed. As, however, the 
present emergency was pressing, he was obliged to avail 
himself of such means of defence as were next at hand, 
and accordingly appointed a general inspection and 
parade of the train-bands. But, oh ! Mars and Bellona, 
and all ye other powers of war, both great and small, 
what a turning out was here I— -Here came men without 
officers, and officera without men-— long fowling-pieces 
and short blunderbusses— muskets of all sorts and sites^ 
some without bayonets, others without locks, others with- 
out stocks, and many without lock, stock, or barre}.<» 
Cartridge-boxes, shot-belts, powder-horns, 8wonh>, hatchets, 
snicker-snees, crow-bars, and broomsticks, all mingled 
higgledy piggledy— like one of our continental armies at 
the breaking out of the revolution. r i^-«^i 

This sudden transformation of a pacific community into 
a band of warriors is, doubtless, what is meant in modem 
days, by '* putting a nation in armour/* and *' fixing it in 
an attitude.'' In which armour and attitude it makes as 
«Bartial a figure, and likely to acquit itself with as much 
prowess, as the renowned Sancho Pan9a, when suddenly 
equipped to defend his Island of Barataria. 
The sturdy Peter eyed this ragged regiment with wraot.^ 
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such rueful aspect as a man w^uld eye the devil ; but 
knowiuK, like a wise man, that all be bail to do was to 
niake the best out of a bad bargain, be deterroined to giv« 
bis heroes a seasoning. Having, therefore, drilled them 
through the manual exercise over and over again, he 
ordered the tifes to strike up a quick march, and trudged 
bis sturdy boots backwards and forwai'ds about the streets 
of New Amsterdam, and the fields adjacent, uutil their 
short legs ached, and their fat sides sweated again. But 
this was not all ; the martial spirit of the old governor 
caught fire from the sprightly music of the fife, and he 
resolved to try the mettle of his troops, and give them 
a taste of the hardships of iron war. To this end he 
encamped them, as the shades of evening fell, upon a hill 
formerly railed Bunker^s Hill, at some distance from the 
town, with a full intention of initiating them into the dis 
cipline of camps, and of renewing the next day the toils 
and perils of the field. But so it came to pass, that, in 
the night there fell a great and heavy rain, which de- 
scended in toiTcnts upon the camp, and the mighty strmy 
strangely melted away before it ; so that when Gafi*er 
Phoebus came to shed his morning beams upon the place, 
saving Peter Stuyvesapt and his trumpeter Van Corlear, 
scarce one was to be found of all the multitude that had 
encamped there the night before. 

This awful dissolution of his ai*my would have appalled 
a commander of less nerve than Peter Stuyvesant ; but 
he considered it as a matter of but small importance, 
thougfi he henceforward ri^ai-ded the militia system with 
ten times greater contempt than ever, and took carr to 
provide himself with a good garrison of chosen men, whom 
be kept in pay ; of whom he boasted, that they at least 
possessed the quality, indispensable in soldiers, of being 
waier-proqf. 

The next care of the vigilant Stuyvesant was to strenghten 
and fortify New Amsterdam. For this purpose he caused 
to be built a strong picket-fence, that reached across the 
island, from river to river, being intended to protect the 
city, not merely from the sudden invasions of ftNreign 
enemies, but likewise fi'om the incursions of the neighbour- 
ing savages.* 

* la an antique view of New Amsterdam^ taken some years after 
the above period, \» «l u^^^^vAaivou of thi» wall, which strstched 
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Some traditions) it is true, have ascribed the building 
of this wall to a later period, ^ut they are»who1ly incor. 
rcct ; fur a memorandum in the Stuyvesant manuscript, 
dated towards the middle of the governor's reign, men- 
tions this wall particularly, as a very strong and curious 
piece of workmanship, and the admiration of all the 
savages in the neighbourhood. And it mentions, more- 
over, the alarming circumstance of a drove of stray cows 
breaking through the grand wall of a dark night 3 by which 
the whole community of New Amsterdam was thrown 
into a terrible panic. 

In addition to this great wall, he cast up several out- 
works to Fort Amsterdam, to protect the sea-board at the 
point of the island. These consisted of formidable mud- 
batteries, solidly faced, after the manner of the Dutch 
ovens, common in those days, with clam-shells. 

These frowning bulwarks, in process of time, came to 
he pleasantly overrun by a verdant carpet of grass and 
clover, and their high embankments overshadowed by 
wide-spreading sycamores, among whose foliage the little 
birds sported about, rejoicing the ear with their melodious 
notes. The old burghers would repair of an afternoon to 
smoke their pipes under the shade of their branches, con- 
templating the goldent sun as he gradually sunk into the 
west— «ii emblem of that tranquil end toward which them- 
selves were hastening ; while the young men and the 
damsels of the town would take many a moonlight stroll 
among these favourite haunts, watching the silver beams 
of chaste Cynthia tremble along the calm bosom of the 
bay, or light up the white sail uf some gliding bark, and 
interchange the honest vows of constant aflfectton. Such 
was the origin of that renowned walk. The Battery y 
which, though ostensibly devoted to the purposes of 
war, has ever been consecrated to the sweet delights of 
peace — the favourite walk of declining age — the healthful 
resort of the feeble invalid — the Sunday refreshment of 

al<H^ the conne of Wall Street, so called in commemoration of this 
8:reat bulwark. One gate, called the Land- Poorl, opened upon Broad- 
way, hard by where at present stands the Trinity Church ; and 
another called the Water-Poort ^lood about wlierc the Tontine 
Coflee-hoose in at present, oiH>uiug u|>on Sniits Vkye, or, as it Ih coui- 
niouly called, Smith Fly, then a marshy valley, with a creek or inlet 
extending up what we call Maiden Lane. 
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tbe dusty tradesman — the scene of many a boyish gam- 
bol — the rendezvous of many a tender assic^nation — the 
comfort of the citizen — the ornameat of New- York -.and 
the pride of the lovely island of Mannahata. 



CHAP. VI. 

How the. People of the JEtut Country were suddenly 

qfflicied with a diabolical evil-^and their judicious 

measures for the extirpation thereof. 

Havino thus provided for the temporary security of 
New Amsterdam^ and guarded it against any sudden sur- 
prise, the gallant Peti^r took a hearty pinch of sdu^T, and 
snapping his fingers^ set the great council of Amphyctions 
and their champion the doughty Alicxsander Partridg at 
defiance. It is impossible to say, notwithstanding, what 
might have been the issue of Uiis affair, had not the 
council been all at once involved in sad perplexity, and as 
much dissension sown among its members, as of yore 
was stirred up in the camp of the brawling warricnrs of 
Greece. 

The council of the league, as I have shown in my last 
chapter, had already announced its hostile determinations, 
and already was the mighty colony of New.Haven and 
the puissant town of Pyquag, otherwise called Weathers- 
field-— famous for its onions and witches— ^nd the great 
trading house of Hartford, and all the other redoubtable 
border towns, in a prodigious turmoil, furbishing up their 
rusty fowling-pieces, and shouting aloud for war; by 
which they anticipated easy conquests and gorgeous spoils 
from the little fat Dutch vilUges. But thb joyous hntwl- 
iug was soon silenced by the conduct of the cokmy of 
Massachusetts. Struck with the gallant spirit of the hnvt 
old Peter, and convinced by the chivairic frankness and 
heroic warmth of his vindication, they refused to believe 
him guilty of the infamous plot most wrongfully laid at 
his door. With a generosity for which I would yield them 
immortal honour, they declared that no determination of 
the grand council of the league should bind the general 
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cotiit of Massachusetts to join in an offensive war, which 
should appear to such general court to be unjust.i^ 

This refusal immediately involved the colony of Mas- 
sachusettsy and the other combined colonies, in very 
serious difficulties and disputes ; and would no doubt 
have produced a dissolution of the confederacy, but that 
the council of Ampbyctions, finding that they could not 
stand alone, if mutilated by the loss of so important a 
member as Massachusetts, were fain to abandon for the 
present their hostile machinations against the Maahattocs. 
Such ts the marvellous energy and the puissance of those 
conlederacies, composed of a number of sturdy, self-willed, 
discordant parts, loosely banded together by a puny 
general govemment. As it was, however, the warlike 
towns of Connecticut had no cause to deplore thb disap- 
ptHBtment of their martial ardour ; for by my faith-— 
thongh the combined powers of the league might have been 
too potent, in the end, for the robustous warriors of the 
Mai^ttoes ; yet, in the interim, would the lion-hearted 
Pctei> and his myrmidons have choaked the stomachful 
heroes of Pyqaag with their own onions, and have given 
the other little border-towns such a scouring, that I warrant 
they would have had no stomach to squat on the land, or 
invade the ben-roost of a New Nederlander for a century to 
cone. 

Indeed there was more than one cause to divert the 
attentioD of the good people of the east from their hostile 
purposes; for just about this time were they horribly 
beleagnred and harassed by the inroads of the prince ot 
darkiMSB, divers of whose liege subjects they detected 
hurking within their camp, all of whom they incontinently 
roasted as so many spies and dangerous enemies. Not to 
speak in parables, we are iuformec^ that at this juncture, 
the Nesr Kngland provinces were exeedingly troubled by 
maltitades oi losel witches, who wroaght strange devices 
to bc|^ile and distress the multitude ; and notwithstanding 
onmerDCB judicious and bloody laws had been enacted 
against all ^solemn conversing or compacting with the 
diril, by Iray of conjuracion or the like,t" yet did the 
dark crime w witchcraft continue to increase to an alarm- 
wg degree that would almost transcend belief, were not 

• Haz. Col. 8. Pap. t New Plymouth Record. 
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the fact too well aulhehiirated to be even doubled for an 
instant. 

What is paKinilarly worthy of admiration is, that this 
terrible art, which so long has baffled the painful researches 
and abtruse studies of philosophers, astrologers, alcfaymists, 
thenrgists, and other sages, was chiefly confined to the 
most ignorant, decrepid, and ugly old women in the 
community, who had scarcely more iKrains than the broom- 
sticks they rode upon. Where they first acquired their 
infernal education—whether from the works of the andent 
tbeurgists — the demonology of the Egyptians •— the 
bclomancy, or divination by arrows, of the Scythians^ 
the spectrology of the<jrermans— the magic of the Persians 
—the enchantment of the Laplanders— «r from the archives 
of the dark and mysterious caverns of the Dom Daniel- 
is a question pregnant with many learned and ingeoiouB 
doubts ; particularly as most of them were totally asTersed 
in the occult mystaies of the alphabet. 

When once an alarm is sounded, the public, who love 
dearly to be in a panic, are not long in want of proo6 
to support it. Raise but the cry of yellow ftrery and 
immediately every head^ach, and indigestion, and overflow- 
ing of the bile, is pronounced the terrible epidemic. In 
like manner, in the present instance, whoever was troubled 
with a colic or lumbago was sure to be bewitched, and woe 
to any unlucky old woman that lived in his neigbbonrhood. 
Such a howling abomination could not be mtSend ta 
remain long unnoticed, and it accordingly soon attracted 
the fiery indignation of the sober and reflective part sf the 
community, more especially of those, who, whilome, ImkI 
evinced so much active benevolence in the conversioaof 
qnakers and anabaptists, llie grand council of tiie 
Amphyctions publicly set their faces against so deadly and 
dangerous a sin, and a severe scrutiny took phioe after those 
nefarious witches, who were easily detected by deviTi 
pinches, black cats, broomsticks, and the circumstance «f 
their only being able to weep three tears, and those o«l «f 
the left eye. 

It is incredible the number of offences that wei^ deteded, 
" for every one uf which,** says the profound and rercrcad 
Cotton Mather, in that excellent work, the History of 
New England— << wc have such a sufficient evidence that 
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no reasonable man in this whole country ever did question 
them j and it will be unreasonable to do it in any other.""* 

Indeed, that authentic and judicious historian, John 
Josselyti, Gent, furnishes us with unquestionable facts on 
this sabject. ff There are none,** observes he, ** that beg 
in this country, but there be witches too many— bottle- 
bellied witch^ and others, that produce many strange 
apparitions, if you will believe a report of a shallop at 
sea, manned with women, and of a ship and great red 
hone standing by (he mainmast ', the ship being in a small 
cove to the eastward vanished of a sudden," &c. 

Hie nnmber of delinquents, however, and their magical 
dericeSf were not more remarkable thian their diabolical 
obstinacy. Though exhorted in the most solemn, persna- 
siv^ aud affectionate manner, to confess themselves guilty, 
and be burnt for the good of religion and the entertain- 
ment of the public, yet did they most pertinaciously persist 
in asserting their innocence. Such incredible obstinacy 
was in itself deserving of immediate punishment, and wa^ 
sufficient proof, if proof were necessary, that they were 
in league with the devil, who is pcrverseness itself. But 
their judges were just and merciful, and were determined 
to pmiish none that were not convicted on the best of 
testimony j not that they needed any evidence to satisfy 
their, own minds, for, like true and experienced judges, 
their minds were perfectly made up, and they were 
thoroogfaly satisfied of the guilt of the prisoners, before 
they proceeded to try them ; but still something was 
Qecessary to convince the community at large — to quiet 
those prying quidnuncs who should come after tkem ; in 
ihort^ t|ie world must be satisfied. Oh the world, the 
world! — all the world knows the world of trouble the 
varkl is eternally occasioning ! — The worthy judges, there- 
fore) were driven to the necessity of sifting, detecting, and 
making erident as noon-day matters which were at the 
commencement all clearly understood and firmly decided 
Upon in their own pei'icraniums j so that it may truly be 
said, that the witches were burned to gratify the populace 
of tbe day, but were tried for the satisfaction of the 
whole world that should come after them ! 

Finding, therefore, that neithci* exhortation, sound 

• Mathcrii Hist, New Enp. h. vi, ch. 7. 

S 
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reason, nor friendly entreaty, had any avail on 
hardened offenders, they resorted to the more urgent 
ments of the torture ; and having thus absolutely wru 
truth from their stubborn lips, they condemned th 
undergo the roasting due unto the heinous crimes th< 
confessed. Some even carried their iierverseness so 
to expire under the torture, protesting their innocc 
the last ; but these were looked upon as thoroughl 
absolutely possessed by the devil, and the pioi 
standerB only lamented that they had not lived a 
longer to have perished in the flames. 

In the city of Ephesus, we are toM, that the plagi 
expelled by stoning a ragged old beggar to death, 
ApolloDius pointed out as being the evil spirit that c 
it, and who actually showed himself to be a demc 
cfaangmg Into a shaggy dog. In like manner, a 
'measures equally sagacidus, a salutary check was gii 
this growing eviL The witches were all burned, Imn 
or panic-struck, and in a little while there was v 
ugly old woman to be found throughout New En 
which is doubtless one reason why all the young % 
there are so handsome. Those honest folk wh 
suffered from their incantations gradually reco 
excepting such as -had been afflicted with twitch< 
aches, which, however, assumed the less alarming a 
of rheumatisms, sciatics, and lumbagos ; aud the 
people of New England, abandoning the study 
occult sciences, turned their attention to the mwrepro 
hocus pocus of trade, and soon became expert 1 
legeirdeinain art of turning a penny. Still, Inwf 
ting^ of the old leaven is discernible, even unto tibi 
in their characters ; witches occasionally start up > 
them in different disguises, as physicians, civiliait 
divines. The people at lai*ge show a keenness, a clevi 
and a profundity of wisdom, that savours stroDj 
witchcraft ; and it has been remarked, that w1ienev< 
stones fall from the moon, the greater part of tin 
sure to tumble into New England. ^ 
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CHAP. VII. 

iVhich reeortU the rise and renown of a toalUmi Com- 
moMder ; shewing that a Many like a bladder^ may be 
pmffed up to greatness and importunce by mere wind. 

When treating of those tempestuous timesy the unknown 
wrker of the 8tuyvesant manuscript ln*eaks out into a 
vehement apostrophe, in praise of the good St. Nicholas ; 
to whose protecting care he entirely ascribes the strange 
dissensions that broke out in the council of the Amphys- 
tknOf and the direful witchcraft that prevailed in the east 
ooontry j whereby the hostile machinations against the 
Nedorlanders were for a time frustrated, and his favourite 
dty of New-Amsterdam preserved fi*om imminent peril 
and deadly warfare. Darkness and louring superstition 
hniif over the fair valleys of the east — the pleasant banks 
(tf tne Connecticut no longer echoed with the sounds of 
rastiG gaiety — direful phantoms and portentous apparitions 
were seen in the air — gliding spectrums haunted ev>ery 
wild brook and dreary glen — strange voices made by view- 
less fonnsy were heard in desert solitudes — and the border 
towns were so occupied in detecting and punishing the 
knowing old women that had produced these alarming 
appearances, that for a while the pixi%'ince of Nieuw 
Nederlandts and its inhabitants were totally forgotten. 

The great P^ter, therefore, finding that nothing was to 
be immediately apprehended from his eastern neighbours, 
tnraed himself about, with a praiseworthy vigilance that 
iver distinguished him, to put a stop to the insults of the 
Swedes. Tliese freebooters, my attentive reader will 
recoOec^ had begun to be very troublesome towards the 
latter part of the reign of William the Testy, having set 
the proclamations of that doughty httle governor at 
naught, and put the intrepid Jdu Jansen Alpendam to a 
perfect nonplus! 

Peter Stuyvesant, however, as has already been shown, 
was a governor of different habits and turn of mind. 
Without more ado, he immediately issued orders for 
raising a corps of troops to be stationed on the southern 
frontier, under the command of brigadier-general Jacobus 

6 2 
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Von PofTcnburgh. This illustrious warrior had risen to 
great importance during the reign of Wilhelmus Kieft ; 
and, if histories speak true, was second in command to the 
hapless Van Curlet, when he and his ragged regiment were 
inhumanly kicked out of Fort Good Hope by the Yankees. 
In consequence of having been ut such a ''m«aM>rable 
affair,** and of having received more wounds on a certain 
honourable part, that shall be nameless, than any of his 
eomradesy he was ever after considered as a hero, who bad 
<<seen some service.** Certain it is, he enjoyed the 
unlimited confidence and friendship of William the Testy ; 
who would sit for hours, and listen with wonder to his i^nn- 
powder narratives of surprising victories— he had never 
gained; and dreadful battles — from which be had run 
away ; and the governor was once heard to declare, that 
had he lived in ancient times, he mig^t unquestionably 
have claimed the armour of Achilles— being not merely 
like J^iXf a mighty blustering man of battle ; but in the 
cabinet a second Ulysses, that is to say, very Yaiiant of 
speech, and long wiiided — all which, as nobody in New- 
Amsterdam knew aught of the ancient heroes in qnestioo, 
passed totally uncontradicted. 

. It was tropically observed by honest old Socratet» that 
heaven had infused into some men at their birth a portion 
of intellectual gold ; into others, of intellectual silver ; 
while others weie bounteously furnished out with abun- 
dance of brass and ii*on. Now, of this last class was 
undoubtedly the great General Von Poffcnburgh) and, 
from the display he continually made thereof, I am inclined 
to think that dame Nature, who will sometimes be partial* 
had blessed him with enough of those %'alttable materials 
to have fitted up a dozen ordinary braziers. But what is 
most to be admired is, that he contrived to pass o£f .all his 
brass and copper upon Wiihelmus Kieft, who was no great 
judge of base coin, as pure and genuine gold. The con- 
sequence was, that upon the resignation of Jacobus Vau 
Curlet, who,^ after the loss of Fort Goed Hoop, retired like 
a veteran general, to live under the shade of his laurels 
the mighty << copper captain** was promoted to his statiim. 
This he tilled with great iuiimrtance, always styling him- 
self *' cumniandcr«in-€hief of tlie armies of the New 
Nethcrlaudtsj"* though, to tell the truth, the armies, ur 
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latlicr ajniiy» conisted of a handful of bciv^tealUig, bottle- 
bmiaitig ngamuffiin. 

Such was the character of the warrior appoioted by 
Peter Stuyvesant to defend his southern frontier ; nor may 
it be iiniBtere8tin|[f to my reader to have a glimpse of his 
person. He was notTery tall, but notwithstanding, a huge 
faU.bodied man, whose bulk did not so much arise from 
his being fat as windy ; being so completely inflated with 
bis own importance, that he resembled one of those bags 
of wind which ^Eolus, in an incredible fit of generosity^ 
gare to that wandering warrior Ulysses. 

His dress comported with this character, for he bad 
ahnost ays much brass and cop)>er without, as Nature had 
stored away within. His coat was crossed and slashed^ 
and I'arbonadoed with stirpes of copper lace, and swathed 
round the body with a crimson sash, of the size and 
textnre of a fishing net, doubtless to keep his valiant heart 
from bursting through his ribs. His head and whiskers 
were profusely powdered, from the midst of which his 
foU blooded face glowed like a fiery furnace; and his 
magnaminouH soul seemed ready to bounce out at a pair of 
large glassy blinking eyes, which projected like those of a 
lobster. 

I swear to thee, worthy reader, if report belie not this 
warrior, 1 would give all the money in my pocket to have 
seen him accoutred cap-d-pie ia martial aiTay— booted to 
the 'middle — sashed to tlie ^hin — collared to the cars ■ 
whiskered to the teeth — crowned with an overshadowing 
cocked hat, and girded with a leathern belt ten, inches 
brmd, from which trailed a falchion, of a length that I dare 
not mention. Thus equipped, he strutted about as bitter 
looking a man of war as the far filmed More of More- 
Hall, when he sallied forth, armed at all points, to slay the 
dragon of Wantley.* 

Notwithstanding all the great endowments and trans- 

* *' Had you but seen him in this dress. 
How fierce he looked and bow big; 
Yon would have thought him for to be 
Some Egyptian Porcupig. 

" He (righted all, cats, dogs and all. 
Each cow, each horse, and each hoff ; , 

For fear they did flee, for they took him to be 
Some straugs outlandish hed^e-hofr.** 

Ballad of Drag, of Want 
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cendant qualities of tbb renowned |f<iiieral, I must coii' 
feHs he was not exactly the kind of- man that the g^Uaal 
Peter would have chosen to command his troops— but the 
(ruth id, that in those days the province did not abound, 
as at present, in grreat military characters j who^ like sc 
many Cincinnatuses, people every little village — mar- 
shallint; out cabbages instead of soldiers, and sinializing 
themselves in the corn-field instead of the field of battle : 
who have surrendered the toils of war for the ommc useful 
but inglorious arts of peace ! and so blended the laurel 
with the olive, that you may have a general for a landlordj 
a colonel for a stage-driver, and your horse shod by a 
valiant *< captain of volunteers.** — Neither had Petei 
Stuyvesant an opportunity of choosing, like modern rulers, 
from a loyal baud of editora of newspapers — no nsentiou 
being made in the histories of tlie times of any such class 
of mercenaries being retained in pay by'govemment, eithei 
as trumpeters, champions, or body guards. The redoubt- 
able General Von PofTenburgh, tlierefore, was appointee 
to the command of the new levied tixwps, chiefly becausi 
there were no competitors for the station, and parti] 
because it would have been a breach of militai'y etiquette 
to have appointed a younger officer over his head — a 
iigustice which the great Peter would have rather died tha 
have committed. 

No sooner did thb thrice valiant copper captain recei 
marching orders, than be conducted his army undauntet 
to the southern frontier ; through wild lands and savf 
deserts, over insurmountable mountains, across impassa 
floods, and through impenetrable forests; encounter 
more perils, according to his own account than did c 
the great Xeuophon in his far famed retreat with his 
thousand Grecians. All this accomplished, he establf 
on the South (or Delaware) river a redoubtable red( 
named Fort Casimir, in honour of a fiivourite pi 
brimstone-coloured trunk breeches of the governor 
this fort will be found to give rise to very unportai 
interesting events, it may be worth while to notice, ' 
was afterwards called Nieuw-Amstel, and was the o 
germ of the present flourishing town of New-Cait 
appellation erroneously substituted for No Cattle 
neither being nor never having been a castle or an 
of the kind upon the premises. 
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The Swedes did not suffer tamely this menacing move- 
ment of the Nederlanders ; on the contrary Jan Printz, at 
that time g^overnor of New Sweden, issued a protest a^inst 
what he termed an encroachment upon his jurisdiction. 
But the valiant Von PofFenburgh had become too well 
versed in the nature of proclamations and protests, while he 
served under William the Testy, to ^be in any wise daHuted 
by such paper warfare. His fortress being: finished, it 
would have done any man^s heart good to behold into 
what a magnitude he immediately swelled. He would 
stride in and out a dozen times a day, surveying it in front 
mod in rear ; on this side and on that.— >Then would he 
dress himself in full regimentals, and strut backwards 
and forwards, for hours together, on the top of his little 
rampart— 'like a vain-glorious cock-pigeon vapouring on 
the top of his coop. In a word, unless my readers have 
noticed, with curious eye, the petty commander of one of 
our little, snivelling, military posts, swelling with all the 
vanity of new regimentals, and the pomposity derived from 
commanding, a handful of tatterdemalions, I despair of 
giving them any adequate idea of the prodigious dignity of 
General Von PofFenburgh. 

It is recorded in the delectable romance of Pierce Forest, 
that a young knight, being dubbed by king Alexander, did 
incontinently gallop into an adjoining forest, and be- 
bboui-ed the trees with such might and main that the 
whole court was convinced that he was the most potent 
and courageous gentleman on the face of the earth. Jo like 
manner the great Voo Pofl'enburgh would ease off that 
valorous spleen, which like wind is so apt to grow unruly 
in the stomachs of new made soldiers, impelling them to 
box-lobby brawls, and broken headed quarrels.— For at such 
timesy when he found jiis martial spirit waxing hot within 
him, he would prudently sally forth into the fields, and 
luggiog out his trusty sabre, would lay about him moBt 
lustily, decapitatiog cablMiges by platooos ; hewing 
.dowo whole phalanxes of sun-flowers, which he termed 
gigantic Swedes ; and if, perad venture, he espied a colony 
of honest big-belled pumpkins quietly basking themselves 
io the suD, ■* Ah, caitiff Yankees,^* would he roar, ^ have 
I caught ye at last V — so saying, with one sweep of his 
sword) he would cleave the unhappy vegetables from their 
chins to their waistbands: by which warlike havoc his 
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cboicr being in some sort allayed, he would returi 
garrison with a full conviction, that be was a very ] 
of military prowess. 

The next ambition of General Von PofFenburgh 
be thought a strict disciplinarian. Well knowii 
discipline is the soul of all military enterprise, he e 
it with the most rigorous precision ; obliging eve 
to turn out his toes, and hold up his head on parade 
prescribing the breildth of their ruffles to all such 
any shirts to their backs. 

Having one day, in the coui-se of his derout res 
in the Bible (for the pious iEneas himself could not 
him in outward religion,) encountei-ed the hist 
Absalom and his melancholy end, the general, in 
hour, issued orders for cropping the hair of both 
and men throughout the garrison. Now it came t 
that among his officers was one Kildermeester; a 
veteran who had cherish^, through the course of 
life, a rugged mop of hair, not a little resemM 
shag of a Newfoundland dog ; terminating with 
moderate queue, like the handle of a fi^ing-pai 
queued so tightly to his head, that his eyes and 
generally stood ajar, and his eyebrows were drawn 
tlie top of his forehead. It may naturally be su 
that the possessor of so goodly an appendage woul 
with abhorrence an order condemning it to the si 
Samson himself could not have held his locks more a 
and on hearing the general orders, he discharged a t 
of veteran, soldier- like oaths, and dunder and I 
—swore he would break any man^s head who att 
to meddle with his tail — queued it stiiFer than ev4 
whisked it about the garrison as fiercely as the t 
crocodile. 

The eel^kin queue of old Kildermeester beca 
stantly an affair of the utmost importance. Tb 
mander-in-chief was too enlightened an officer 
perceive that the discipline of the garrison, the sub 
tion and good order of the armies of the Nienw 
landts, the consequent safety of the whole provim 
ultimately the dignity and prosperity of their high i 
nesses, the lords states-general, but above all, the 
of the great General Von PofFenburgh — all impe 
demanded the docking of that stubborn queue. H< 
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fore determined that old Kildermeestcr should be publicly 
shorn of his glories in presei)ce of the whole garrison— 
the old man as resolutely stood on the defensive — whereupon 
the general, as became a great man, was highly exasperated, 
and the offender was arrested and tried by a court martial 
for mutiny, desertion, and all the other list of offences 
noticed in the articles of war, ending with a '* videlicet, in 
wearing an eel-skin queue, three feet long, contrary to 
otders.*^ — Then came on arraignments, and trials, and 
pleadings, and the whole country was in a ferment about this 
unfortunate queue. As it is well known that the com- 
mander of a distant frontier post has the power of acting 
pretty much after his own will, there is little doubt but that 
the veteran would have been hanged, or shot at least, bad 
he not luckily falletl ill of a fever, through mere chagrin 
and 'mortification— and most flagitiously deserted from 
earthly command, with his belpved locks unviolatcd. 
His ol»tinacy remained unshaken to the very last moment, 
wbeD be directed that he should be carried to his grave 
with bis eel-skin queue sticking out of a hole in his'coffin. 
This magnanimous afl'air obtained the general great 
credU as an excellent disciplinarian, but it is hiutcd that 
be was ever^uflei' subject to bad dreams, and fearful 
visitations in the night— when the grisly siiectruui of old 
Kildermeestcr would stand sentinel by the bedside, erect 
as a pump, his enormous queue strutting out like the 
handle. 



END OF BOOK FIFTH. 
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BOOK SIXTH. 

OOMTAINING THE SECOND PART OF THE REIGN Of 

PETER THE HEADSTRONG, AND HIS GAfXANT 

ACHIEVEMENTS ON THE DELAWARE. 



CHAP. I. 

In wkkh is exhibited a watlihe Portrait of the greai Peter 
" — OMd how General Von Poffenburgh distinffuiehed hiwieey 

at Fort CaHmir, . 

Hitherto, most venerable and conrteoiis reader, haTC 
t ihown thee the admioislration of the valoroiis Stuyresaot, 
ttnder the mild moooshine of peace, or rather the grim 
traaquillity of awful expectation ; but now the war-drum 
rumbles from afar, the brazen trumpet brays its thrilling 
note^ and the rude clash of hostile arms speaks fearful 
prophecies of coming troubles. The gallant warrior starts 
fixNii soft repose, from golden visions, and Tonkptaous ease; 
where, in the dulcet ^ piping time of peace,*' he sough/ 
sweet solace after aU his toils. No more in beauty^s sire 
lap reclined, he weaves fair garlands for his lady's brows 
no more entwines with flowers his shining sword; m 
through the livelong lazy summer's day chants forth b 
love-sick soul in madrifgals. To manhood roused, he spur 
the amorous flute ; dofl*8 from bis brawny back the robe 
peace, and clothes his pampered limbs in panoply of tte 
O'er his dark brow, where late the myrtle waved— -wh 
wanton roses breathed enervate love— he rears the beam 
casque and nodding plume ; grasps the bright shield, 
shakes the ponderous lance; or mounts with eager p/ 
his fiery steed, and bums for deeds of glorious chivalry 

But soft, worthy reader ! L would not have you imaf 
that any preux chevalier thus hideously begirt with 
existed in the city of New-Amsterdam. This is b 
lofty and gigantic mode in which heroic writers al 
talk of war, thereby to give it a noble and imposing as 
equipping our warriors with bucklers, helms, aud h 
and such Vike oullaudlsb aud obsolete weapons, th 
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which perchance they had never seen or heard of j in the 
same manner that a cunning statuary arrays a modern 
general oi* an admiral in the accoutrements of a Csesar or 
an Alexander. The simple truth then of all this orato- 
rical flourish is this — that the valiant Peter Stuyvesaut, all 
of a sudden, found it necessary to scour his trusty blade, 
which too long had rusted in its scabbard, and prepare 
himself to undergo those hardy toils of war, in which his 
mighty soul so much delighted. 

Methinks I at this moment behold him in my imagina- 
tion—- or rather, I behold his goodly portrait, which still 
hangs up in the family mansion of the Stuyvesants, arrayed 
in all the terrors of a true Dutch general. His regimoutal 
coat of German blue, gorgeously decorated with a goodly 
show of large brass buttons, reaching from his waistband 
to bis chin. The voluminous skirts turned up at the 
comers, and separating gallantly behind, 90 as to display 
the seat of a sumptuous pair of brimstone-coloured trunk 
Inreecbes— a graceful style still prevalent among the 
warri(M« of our day, and which is in conformity to tlie 
custom of ancient heroes, who sconied to defend themselves 
in rear. His face rendei-ed exceedingly terrible and warlike 
by a pair of black mustachios ; bis hair strutting out on 
each side in stiffly pomatuined ear-locks, and descending in 
a mt-tul queue below his waist ; a shining stock of black 
leather supporting his chin, and a little, but fierce cocked 
hat stuck with a gallant and fiery air over his left eye. 
Such was the chivalric part of Peter the Headstrong ; and 
when he made a sudden halt, planting himself firmly on 
his solid supporter, with his wooden leg inlaid with silver, 
a little in advance, in order to strengthen his position, bis 
right hand grasping a gold-headed cane, his left resting 
upon the pummel of his sword j his head dressing, spiritedly 
to Che right, with a most appalling and hard favoured 
frown upon his brow— he presented altogether one of the 
most commanding, bitter looking, and soldierlike figures, 
that ever strutted upon canvass. Proceed we now to 
enquire the cause of this warlike preparation. 

The encroaching disposition of the Swedes, on the south 
or Delaware river, has been duly recorded in the chronicles 
of the reign of William the Testy. These encroachments, 
having been endured with that heroic magnanimity which 
is the corner stone, or according to Aristotle, the left hand 
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net^bour of true courage, had been repeated aod wick 
ag^j^ravatcd. 

The Swedes, who were of that class of cunning pre 
dera to CbristiaDity, 'who read the bible upside dc 
whenerer it interferes with their interests, inverted 
golden maxim ; and when their neighbour suffered tl 
to smite him on the one cheiek, they generally smote 
•n the other also, whether turned to them or not. T 
repeated ai^pnessions had been among the numerous sou 
of vexation that conspired to keep the irritable sensilNii 
of Wilhelmus Kieft in a constant ferer ; and it was < 
owing to the unfortunate circumstance that he had alu 
a hundred things to do at once, that be did not take s 
nnrelenting vengeance as their offences merited, 
they had now a chieftain of a different character to < 
with ; and they were soon guilty of a piece of trench 
that threw his honest blood in a ferment, and preda 
all further sufferance. 

Printz, the governor of the province of New Swec 
being either deceased or removed, for of this fact si 
uncertainty exists, was succeeded by Jan Risingh 
gigantic Swede; and who, had he not been rather knc 
kneed and splay-footed, might have served for the mc 
of a Samson or a Hercules. He was no less rapaci 
than mighty, and withal as crafty as he was rapacious: 
that, in fact, there is very little doubt, had he lived sc 
four or five centuries before, be would have been om 
those wicked grants, who took such a cruel pleasure 
pocketing distressed damsels, when gadding about 
world; and locking them up in enchanted castles, with 
a toilette, a change of linen, or any other convenience, 
consequence of these enormities, they fell under the h 
displeasure of chivalry, and all true, loyal, and gall 
knights were instructed to attack and slay outright s 
miscreant they might happen to find, al»ove six feet hit 
which is doubtless one reason that the race of -iarge n 
is nearly extinct, and the generations of latter ages 
exceeding small. 

No sooner did Governor Risingh enter upon his off 
than he immediately cast his eyes upon the important p 
of FcMrt Casimir, and formed the righteous resolution 
taking it into possession. The only thing that remau 
to consider was U\e mode of carrying hb resolution i 



NEW YORK. 205 

eflTect : and here I must do him the justice to say, that he 
exhibited a humanity rarely to be met with among leaders, 
and which I have never seen equalled in modern timcA, 
excepting among the £ngiish, in their glorious affair at 
Copenhagen. Willing to Kpare the effusion of blood and 
the miseries of open warfare, he benevolently shunned 
every thing like avowed hostility or regular siege, and 
resorted to the less glorious but more merciful expedient 
of treachery. 

Under pretence, therefore, of paying a neighbourly 
visit to General Von Poffenburgh, at his new post of 
Fort Casimir, he made requisite preparation, sailed in 
great state up the Delaware, displayed his flag with the 
most ceremonious punctilio, and honoured the fortress 
with a royal salute, previous to dropping anchor. The 
unnsual noise awakened a veteran Dutch sentinel, who 
was napping faithfully at his post, and who having suf- 
fered his match to go out, contrived to return the com- 
pliment, by discharging his rusty musket with the spark 
of a pipe, which he borrowed from one of his comrades. 
The salute indeed would have been answered by the 
guns of the fort, had they not unfortunately been out of 
order, and the magazine deficient in ammunition— acci- 
dents to which forts have in all ages been liable, and 
which were the mora excusable in the present instance, 
as Fort Casimir had only been erected about two years, 
and General Von Poffenburgh, its mighty commander, 
had been fully occupied with matters of much greater 
importance. 

Risiogb, highly satisfied with this courteous reply to 
his salute, treated the fort to a second, for he well knew 
its connmander was marvellously delighted with these 
little ceremonials, which he considered as so many acts 
of homage paid to his greatness. He then landed in 
great state, attended by a suite of thirty men — a prodigious 
and vaio-glorious retinue, for a petty governor of a petty 
settlement, in those days of primitive simplicity ; and to 
the full as great an army as generally swells the pomp 
and marches in the rear of our frontier commanders at the 
present day. 

The number in fact might have awakened suspicion, bad 
not the mind of the great Von Poffenburgh been so com- 

T 



308 HISTORY OF 

pletely engrossed with an alUpen^adin^ idea of hims 
that he had not room to admit a thought besides, 
fact he considered tiie concourse of Risingh^s followere 
a compliment to himself-— so ape are great men to st 
between themselves and the sun, and completely ecli 
the truth by their own shadow. 

It may readily be imagined how much G^Mral ^ 
PofFenhurgh was flattered by a visit firora bo augup 
personage ; his only embarrassment was, how he sho 
receive him in such a manner as to appear to the grea 
advantage, and make the most advantageous impress 
The main guard was ordered immediately to turn < 
and the arms and regimentals (of which the gam' 
possessed fiill half a dozen suits) were equally distribi 
among the soldiers. One tall lank fellow appeared 
eoat intended for a sinall man, the skirts of which reac 
a little below his waist, tlie buttons were between 
•houlders, and the sleeves half way to his wrists, so i 
his hands looked like a couple of huge spades ; and 
coat not being large enough to meet in front, was lin 
together by loops, made of a pair of red worsted garl 
Another had an old cocked hat, stuck on the back of 
head, and decorated with a bunch of cock^s tails— a t 
had a pair of rusty gaiters hanging about his heek-— w 
a fonrtb, who was a short duck-legged little Trojan, 
equipped in a huge pair of the generaPs cast.off breec 
which he held up with one hand, while he grasped 
Hrelock with the other. The rest were accoutred in s 
lar style, excepting three graceless n^camuffins, who 
no shirts, and but a pair and half of breeches betn 
them, wherefore they were sent to the black-hole, to I 
them out of view. There is nothing in which the tal 
of a prudent commander are more completely test! 
than in thus setting matters off to the greatest advaati 
and it is for this reason that our frontier posts at 
present day (that of Niagara for example) display t 
best suit of regimentals on the back of the sentinel ' 
stands in sight of travellers. 

His men being thus gallantly arrayed,— 4ho8e ' 
lacked nauskets shouldering spades and pickaxes, 
every man being ordered to tuck in his shirt tail and pul 
his brogues, General Von Puffenburgh first took a stu 
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drauj^ht of foaming ale, which, like the magnanimovi 
Mure of More-hall*, was his invariable practice on all 
«rreat occasions ; which done^ be put himself at their head, 
ordered the pine planks, which served as a drawtMridg^ 
to be laid down, and issued forth from his castle, like a 
mighty giant, just refreshed with wine. Bat when the 
two heroes met, then began a scene of warlike panule and 
chivalric courtesy that begg^ars all description. Risingfa, 
who, as I before hinted, was a shrewd, cunning politician, 
and had gprown grey much before his time, in consequence 
of his craftiness, saw at one glance the ruling passion of 
the great Von PofTenburgh, and humoured him in all hk 
▼akmnis fantasies. 

Tlieir detachments were accordingly drawn up in firont 
of each other ; they carried arms, and they presented armt ; 
they gave the standing salute and the passing salute :— 
they rolled their drums, they flourished their fifes, and 
they wared their colours — ^they faced to the left, and they 
fiioed to the risht, and they faced to the right about >— 
they wheeled forward, and they wheeled bfu:kward, and 
they wheeled into i^cAefon.*— they marched, and they oouiw 
ter-marcbed, by grand divisions, by single divisions, and 
by subdivisions — by platoons, by sections, and by fil e s ■ 
in quick time, in slow time, and in no time at all : for, 
having gone through all the evolutions of two great armies, 
including the eighteen manoeuvres of Dnndas; haTing 
exlMusted all that they could recollect or imagine of mill- 
tary tactics, including sundry strange and irrqgrular evolu- 
tions, the like of which were never seen before or sinc^ 
excepting among certain of our newly raised militia^— the 
two great commando's and their respective troops came at 
length to a dead halt, completely exhausted by the toibi 
of war. Never did two valiant train-band captains, or 
two buskined theatric heroes, in the renowned tragedies of 
Pizarro, Tom Thumb, or any other heroical and fightiiw 
tragedy, marshal their gallows-looking, duck-legged, 
heavy-beeled myrmidons, with more glory and self-admi- 
ration. 

These military compliments being finished. General Von 



" ■ ■ as soon as he ros«. 

To make him strong aud mightv, 
He drank, by the tale, six pots of ale, 

Aud a quart ot aqua vitae." 

T 2 
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PofiVaburfl^h escorted bis iUustrioas %'u>itor, with great 
eeremooy, iuUi the fort ; atteuded him tbrougiu>iit itie 
f«»rtificatioo8 *, sliowed him thie horn-works, rrowti-w«N-kR, 
haliumooniH and various other out-works ; or rather the 
places where they ought to be erected ; and where they 
might be erected if he pleased ; plainly demonstrating 
that it was a place of '' gi'eat capability,** and though at 
present but a little redoubt, yet that it evidently was a 
turmifhible fortress in embryo. This survey over, he next 
bad the whole garrison put under arms, exercised and 
reviewed, and concluded by ordering the three bridewell 
birds to be hauled out of the black hole, brought up to 
the halberts, and soundly flogged for the amusement of 
las visitor, and to convince him that he was a great disci- 
plinarian. 

There is no error more dangerous than for a oommander 
to make known the strength, or as, in the present case, 
the weakness of his garrison ; this will be exemplified 
before 1 have arrived to an end of my present story, whidi 
thns carries its moral, like a roasted goose bis pudding, in 
the very middle. The cunning Risingh, \yhile he pretended 
to be struck dumb outright, with the puissance of the 
great Von Pofienburgh, took silent note of the incompe- 
tency of his garrison, of which he gave a hint to his trusty 
followers, who tipped each other the wink, and laughed 
most obstreperously— in their sleeves. 

The inspection, review, and flogging, being concluded, 
the parly adjouraed to the table; for among his other 
great qualities, the general was remarkably addicted to 
huge eutertaiiiments, or rather carousals ; and in one after- 
uoou*s campaign would leave more dead men on the fiekl 
than he ever did in the whole course of his military 
career. Many bulletins of these bloodless victories do 
still remain on record ; and the whole province was once 
thrown in amaze by the return of one of his campaigns; 
wherein it was staled, that though, like Captain Bohadil, 
he had only twenty men to back him,- yet, in the short 
H|>ace of six months, he had conquered antl utterly anoi- 
hilated sixty oxen, ninety hogs, one hundred sheep, tes 
thousand cabbat^es, one thousand bushels of potatoes, out 
hundred and Hfty kilderkins of small beer, two thousaml 
seven hundred and Ihirty-fivu pi|>c$, seventy-eight |>ouB(k 
of sugar \dum», and forty bars of iron, besides sundry 
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mnall meats, f^f^vne, poultry, and garden stuff. An 
achievement unparalleled since the oays of Pantag^uel 
and bis all-devouriu^i; army ; and which showed ttmt it 
was only necessary to let belli potent Von PofFeaburgfa 
and his grarrison loose in an enemy^s country, and in a 
little while they would breed a &miue, and starve all the 
inhabitants. 

No sooner, therefore, had the general received the first 
intimation of the visit of Governor Risingh, thvin he 
ordered a g^at dinner to be prepared ; and privately sent 
oat a detachment of his most experienced veterans to 
rob all the hen-roosts in the neighbouiiiood, and lay the 
pigosties under contribution — a service to which they had 
been long inured, pxnd which they discharged with such 
incredible zeal and promptitude, that the garrison table 
groaned under the weight of their spoils. 

I wish, with all my heart, my readers could see the 
valiant Von PofTenburgh, as he presided at the head of the 
banquet. It was a sight worth beholding :~-there he sat, 
in his greatest glcuy, surrounded by his soldiers, like that 
ikmous wine-bibber, Alexander, whose thirsty virtues he 
did most ably imitate ; telling astounding stories of his 
hair-breadth adventures and heroic exploits, at which, 
though all his auditors knew them to be most incontinent 
and outrageous gaseonadoes, yet did they cast up their 
eyes in admiration, and utter many interjections of asto- 
nishment. Nor could the general pronounce any thing 
that bore the remotest semblance to a joke but the stout 
Risingh would strike his brawny fist upon !the table, till 
every glass rattled again, throwing himself back in hit 
diair, and uttering gigantic peals of laughter, swearing 
most borHbly it was the best joke he ever heard in his life. 
Thus all was rout and revelry and hideous carousal within 
Fort Casimir; and so lustily did Von Poffenburgh ply 
the bottle that in less than four short hours he made hnn- 
self and his whole garrison, who all sedulously emulated 
the deeds of their chieftain, dead drunk, in singing songs, 
quaffing bumpars, and drinking patriotic toasts, none of 
which Irat was as long as a Webb pedigree, or a plea in 
chancery. 

No sooner did things come to this pass than the crafty 
Risingh and his Swedes, who had cunningly kept them- 
vdves sober, rose ou their entertainers, tied them neck and 
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lieflH, and took formal posoemion of the fort, and all kv 
depcndcncio, in the name of Queen Christina of Sweden; 
admiuisttrin^, at the same time, an oath of ali(*giance to 
all the Dutch sohlicrs who could be made sober enough 
to swallow it. Risin^h tiieo put the fortitications in order, 
app4»i»tcd his discreet and vigilant friend Suen Scutz^ 
a tall, wind-dried, water-drinking Sweile, to the com- 
mand *, and departed, bearing with him this tmly amiabU 
pirrlsnn and their .puissant commander, who, wlien brought 
to himself by a sound dnibbing, bore no little I'eaeroblaocc 
to a ** deboshed fish,^' or bloated sea monster, caaght upon 
dry land. 

The traBSfiortation of the garrison was done to prevent 
tiie transmission of iutelligeiice to New-Amsterdam ; fm 
m«ch ati the running Risingh exulted in his stratagem, he 
dreaded the vengeance of the sturdy Peter $Cayv<*saut, 
whose name spread as much teiTor in the neighbourhood 
as did whilom that of the unconquerable Scaiidcbeg among 
bis scurvy enemies the Turks. 



CHAP. II. 

Showing how profound Secret* are often hrourfhi to light ; 

with the proceedings of Peter the Headstrong^ when he 

heard of the misfortune of General Von Poffcnburgh, 

Whoever first described common fana«, or rumour, as 
bekinging to the sager sex, was a very owl for slircwd- 
wem. She has in truth certain feminine qualities to an 
astonishing degree j particulai'ly that benevolent anxiety 
to lake care of the affairs of olliers, which keeps her 
continually huuting after secrets, and gadding abovt 
proclaiming them. Whatever b done openly, and in tbe 
&oe of the world, she takes but transient notice of j bit 
whenever a tratisaction is done in a corner, and attempted 
to be shrouded in mystery, then her goddesship u at her 
wit^s end to find it out, and takes a most miscluevous and 
lady-like pleasure in publishing it to the world. It is this 
truly feminine proiieusity that induces her continually to 
be prying into cabiiM!ts of princes, listening at the key- 
holes of seuale chambcri), and peering through chinks sou 
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crannies when our worthy con^'ess arc sitting with closed 
doors, deliberating between a dozen excellent modes of 
ruining^ the nation. It is this which makes her so obnoxi- 
ouB to all wary statesmen and intriguing commanders—* 
such a stumbling-block to private negociatiuns and secret 
expeditions, which she often betrays by means and instru- 
raeats which never would have been thought of by any but 
a fonale bead. 

Thus it was in the case of the affair of Fort Casimir. 
No doabt the cunning Risingh imagined that, by securing 
the garrison, he should for a long time prevent the hisftory 
of its fate from reaching the ears of the gallant Stuyve- 
sant ; but his exploit was blown to the world when he 
least expected it, and by one of the last beings he would 
ever have suspected of enlisting as trumpeter to the wide- 
mouthed deity. 

This was one Dirk Schuiler (m* Skulker), a kind of 
hanger-on to the garrison, who seemed to belong to 
nubudy, and in a maimer to he self-outlawed. He was 
one of those vagaboud cosmopolites, who shark about the 
world as if they had no right or business in it ; and who 
infest the skirts of society, like poachers and interlopers. 
Every garrison and country village has one or more scape- 
goats uf this kind, whose life is a kind of enigm^ whose 
existence is without motive, who comes from the Lord 
knows where, who lives the Lord knows how, and seems 
to be made for no other earthly purpose but to keep up the 
ancient and honourable order of idleness. • This vagrant 
philosopher was supposed to have some Indian blood 
in his veins, which was manifested by a certain Indian 
complexion and cast of countenance ; but more especially 
by his propensities and habits. He was a tall, lank 
fellow, swift of foot, and long-winded. He was generally 
equipped in a half Indian dress, with belt, leggings, and 
moccasoDs. His hair hung in straight gallows locks 
about his ears, and added not a little to his sharking 
demeanour. It is an old remark, that persons of Indian 
mixture are half civilized, half savage, and half devil ; a 
thu'd half being expressly provided for their particular 
convenience. It is for similar I'easons, and probably with 
equal truth, that the back-wood men of Kentucky arc 
styled half man, half horse, aud half alligator, by the 



tbe forty depending upon cbance for a Bubsntew 
dniak wbeaerer he could get liquoTt and stea 
efcr be could lay hb handB oo. Every day < 
waa sore to get a sound rib-roasting for some a 
denMauonrs, which, however, as it broke no 
made very light of, and scrupled not to repeat t 
whenever another opportunity presented. Som 
consequence of some flagrant villainy, he wouli 
from the garrison, and be absent for a month a 
■kulking about the woods and swamps, with a 
ing-piete on his shoulder, laying in ambush f<u' 
squatting himself down on the edge of a pond 
fish for hours together, and bearing no little re 
^t to that notable bird ycleped the Mud-poke. 

thought his crimes haul been forgotten or for 
would sneak back to the fort with a bundle of s! 
bunch of poultry, which perchance he had st 
would exclknge them for liquor, with which, lu 
soaked his carcass, he would lay in tbe sun \ 
all the luxurious indolence of that swinish pi 
Diogenes. He was the terror of all the fam 
the country, into which he made fearful inrw 
sometimes he would make his sudden appearan 
garrison at day-break, with the whole neighboi 
his heels, like a scoundrel thief of a fox, detect 
maraudings, and hunted to his hole. Such was 
I Schuiler; and from the total indifference tie f 

j the world or . its concerns, and from his tru 
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noticed. But, though a fellow of few words, yet, like 
your taciturn people, his eyes and ears were always open, 
and in the course of his prowlings he overheard the whole 
plot of the Swedes. Dirk immediately settled in his own 
mind how he should turn the matter to his own advantage. 
He played the perfect jack-of-both^ides *, that is to say, 
be made a prize of every thing thai came in his reach, 
robbed both parties, stuck the copper-bound cocked hat 
of the puissant Van Poffeuburgh on his head, whipped a 
huge pair of 4lisingh*8 jack-boots under his arm, and took 
to his heels just before the catastrophe and confusion at 
the garrison. 

Finding himself completely dislodged from his haunt in 
this quarter, he directed his flight towards his native place, 
New.Anwterdam, from whence he had formerly been 
oblig^ to abscond precipitately, in consequence of mis- 
fortune in business, that is to say, having been detected 
in the act of sheep-stealing. After wandering many days 
in the woods, toiling through swamps, fording brooks, 
swimmiiig various rivers, and encountering a world of 
hardships, that would have killed any other being but an 
Indian, a back- wood man, or the devil ; he at length 
arrived, half-famished, and lank as a starved weasel, at 
Communipaw, where he stole a canoe, and paddled over 
to New Amsterdam. Immediately on landing, he repaired 
to Governor Stuyvesant, and in more word:* than he had 
ever spoken before in the whole course of his life, gave an 
accoitut of the disastrous affair. 

Oh receiving these direful tidings, the valiant Peter 
started from his seat, as did the stout King Arthur wlien 
at <* merry Carleile," the news was brought him of the 
uncourteous misdeeds of the *' grim bait>ue**~.witbout 
uttering a word, he dashed the pipe he was smoking against 
tlie back of the chimney, thrust a prodigious quid of 
m'gro-lwad tobacco into his left cheek, pull^ up his galli- 
gaskintt, and strode up and down the ixwrn, humming, as 
was custonmry with him when in a passion, a hideout 
north-west ditty. But, as I have before shown, he was 
n(it a mau to vent his spleen in idle vapouring. His lirst 
measure after the paroxysm of wrath bad subsided, was 
to stuaip up Ktuiis to a hu-rt wuodea chc8t, which scrvi'd 
aM his anuuury, funn whence he drew forth that identical 
Muit of rvginiculali!! described in the piccetliug chapter* 
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In these portentous babilimeDts lie arrayed hi 
Achilles iu the armour of Vulcan, maintainii 
trhile a roost appalling silence,' knitting hb 1 
drawing his broUh through his clinched tee 
hastily equipped, he strode down into the park 
down his trusty sword from over the fireplac 
was usually suspended ; but before he girded 
thighy he drew it from its scabbard, and as his i 
akmg the rusty blade, a grim smile stole ow 
visage. It was the first smile that had vbitec 
tenance for five long weeks ; but every one ^ 
it prophesied that there would soon be warm * 
province ! 

Thus armed at all points, with grisly war 
each feature, his very cocked hat assuming 
uncommon defiance, he instantly put himself o 
and despatched Anthony Van Gorkar hither a 
this way and that way, through all the muddy 
crooked lanes of the city, summoning by sound 
his trusty peers to assemble in instant couc 
don^ by way of expediting matters, acccnrd 
custom of people in a hurry, he kept in cooti 
shifting from chair to chair, popping his head o 
window, and stumping up and down stairs with 
leg in such brisk and incessant motion, that 
informed by an authentic historian of the times. 
nual clatter bore no small resemblance to the 
cooper hooping a fiour barrel. 

A summons so peremptory, and from a i 
govcmor*s mettle, was not to be trifled with : 
forthwith repaired to the council chamber, 
gallant Stuyvesant entered in martial style, an 
chair, like another Charlemagne, among hie 
The counsellors seated themselves with the ut 
quUlity, and lighting theii* long pipes, gazed * 
lied composure on his excellency and his re 
being, as all counsellors should be, not easil 
or taken by surprise. The governor looking 
a moment with a lofly and soldierlike air, and 
hand on the pummel of his sword, and flhigin 
forth, in a free and spirited manner, addressed 
short but souUstirring harangue. 

1 am extremd^ «wt^ l\\a.t I have not the ad- 
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LAvyj Thucydides, Plutarch, and others of m^lff edeces- 
bWBy wlio w<ere furnished, as. I am told, with the speeches 
of all their great emperors, generals, and orators, taken 
dovo in short-hand, by the most accurate stenographers 
9f the time ; whereby they were enabled wonderfully to 
eoridi their histories, and delight their readera with sub-, 
lime strains of eloquence. Not having such important 
auxiliari^ I cannot possibly pronounce what was the 
tenor of Governor Stuyvesant^s speech. Whether he 
with maiden coyness hinted to his hearers, that << there 
was a speck of war in the horizon ;*^ that it would be 
necenary to resort to the <' unprofitable trial of which could 
do each other the most haim,*^'— or any other delicate 
construction of language, whereby the odious subject of 
war is handled so fastidiously by modern statesmen ; as a 
gentleman volunteer handles his ftlthy saltpetre weapons 
with gloves, lest he should soil his dainty fingers. 

I am bold, however, to say, from the tenor of Peter 
Stnyvesant^s character, that he did not wrap his nigged 
subject in silk and ermines, and other sickly trickeries of 
phrase; bat spoke forth, like a man of nerve and vigour^ 
who scorned to shrink in words from those dangers which 
be stood ready to encounter in very deed. T^ much is 
certain that be concluded by announcing his determina- 
tion of leading on his troops in person, and roating these 
costardmonger Swedes from their usurped quartors at 
Fort Casimir. To this hardy i^esolution, such of his 
council as were awake gave their usual signal of concur- 
renccy and as to the rest, who had fallen asleep about the 
middle of the harangue {^ their usual custom in the afltet- 
noon^*)^-they made not the least objection. 

And now was seen in the fair city of New Amsterdam 
a prodigious bustle and preparation for iron war. Re« 
cmtting parties marched hither and thither, calling lustily 
upon all the scrubs, the runagates, and the tatterdemalions 
of the Bfanhattoes and its vicinity, who had any ambition 
of sixpence a day, and immortal fame into the bargainy' to 
enlttt in the cause of glory. For 1 would have you note, 
thai your warlike heroes who trudge in the rear of con- 
querors, are generally of that illustrious class of gentle- 
men who are equal candidates for the array or the bride, 
well— the halberts or the whipping-post ; for whom dame 
fortune has cast an even die, whether they «ha\l vmiSu& 
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their exit by the sword or the halter ; and wh* 
shall, at all eventsy be a lofty example to theii 
men. 

But notwithstanding all this martial rout a 
tion, the ranks of honour were but scantily su| 
averse were the peaceful burghers of New A 
from enlisting in foreign broils, or stirring be 
home which rounded all theu' earthly ideas, 
holdfaig this, the great Peter, whose noble heai 
on fire with war and sweet revenge, determiii 
no longer for the tardy assistance of these oil 
but to muster up his merry men of the Hud 
brought up among woods and wilds and sava 
like our yeomen of Kentucky, delighted in i 
much as desperate adventures and perilous c 
through the wilderness. Thus resolving, he < 
trusty squire, Anthony Van Ck>rlear, to have 
galley prepared and duly victualled ; which b 
formed, be attended public service at the great 
St. Nicholas, like a true and pious governor, 
leaving peremptory orders with his council to 
chivalry of the Manhattoes marshalled out and 
against his return, departed upon his recruiting 
the waters on the Hudson. 



CHAP. III. 

Ccnlaining Peter Stuyvemnfs Voyape up tJu 
and the wonders and delights of tfuU renownet 

Now did the soft breezes of the south steal sh 
the beauteous face of nature, tempering the pan 
of summer into genjal and prolific wavmtb : i 
miracle of hardihood and chivalric virtue, the 
Peter Stuyvvsant, spi'ead bis canvass to the ^ 
departed from the fair island of Mannahata. 1 
in which he embarked was sumptuously adorned 
dants and streamers of gorgeous dyes, which 
gaily in the wind, or dropped their ends in th< 
the stream. The bow and poop of this majei 
were gallantly bedight, after the rarest Dutcl 
with ftgures of t\tX\& ^ut«^ ^^^ids with periwig 



iItew YORK. 217 

beads, and bearing in tbeir bands p^rtaiids of flowers, 
the like of which are not t(^ be found in any book of 
botany : being the matchless flowers which fioi/rished in 
the golden age, and exist Tib longer, unless it "be in the 
imaginations of ing^ioiiscaWers of wood and discolouren 
of canvass. 

lliQs rarely decdrlrted. in style befittirig the ihaie of th^ 
pnlsft&rit potentate of tbe Manbattoes, did the galley olf 
Peter Stuyvesant laiAieh forth upOii th^ bosoin of the fordly 
Radson ; which as it lroYl6d its broad wares to tlie ocean, 
feeemed to fiaAte for a whfle iAid swell with pride, as if 
conscious of the illustrious burthen it sustained. 

Btit trust me, gedtlfefdtk, fkr otber was the scene pre- 
sented to tbe contemplation Of the Crew, from that whicb 
taiay be witneMed at this degeiieitrte day. Wildness and 
"saTagie mi^^y rd^ned on^ the bordei's of this mighty 
riVer— tbe hsmd of cutYivatidn had not as yet laid )ow the 
dkik fbfest, and tamed the feattrres of the landscape 5 
iior bad l!he ft'e<|[nent sail of commerce yet broken in upoti 
tbe prdfbud9l and awful solitude df dges. Here and therfe 
mhignt be seeti a rude wigwam petcfara among tbe clifft c^ 
the ifiOnntains, witb its curlifig coTumn Of smoke mountin|f 
in thie transparent atmosphere j bnt so loftily situated, that 
tbe wboopings of the savage children, gamboling on the 
inargtn of the diz^y heights, fdl almo^ as faintly on tbe 
ear, as do the no^es of tht Tark, when lost in the azurfe 
vault dlT bteven. Now anA ^en fi'om the beetling broiftr 
of sonfe rotfky precipice, ihe wild deer would look timidly 
doim upoii the bplendid pageant as it passed below ; and 
Ihte, tOBisfaig bis branching antlers in the air, wonld bonnd 
away into the thickest of tbe forest. 

llirotigh stidi scenes did the stately vessel of Peter 
^nyittant |toSs. ^ow did they skirt tbe bases of tbe 
toAy heights of Jersey, which spring up like everlattfaic 
wan4 reacbittg frOm tbe waves unto the heavens; and 
trdre fashfone^ If tradition may be believed, in timet kuqg 
pA^ by tbe mighty -spirit Silanetbo, to protect bis ftivonrflie 
abodes iVom the nnhallowed eyes of mortals. NOw did 
oejr career It .^ily across tbe vast expanse of Tappaa 
Bay, Whofiie wide Extended shores present a vast variety of 
ddectabte Scenery— here the bold promontory, cmwmid 
wltb embowering trees, advancing into the tmy^^there tibie 
Vtog woodlaifd slope, sweeping up from tbe «hjQKe vokMtk 

u 
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luxuriance, and terminating in the upland pre 
while at a distance a long wavering line of rockj 
threw their gigantic shades across the water. No 
they pass where some modest tittle intervjily 
among these stupendous scenes, yet retreating as 
for protection into the emhraces of the neighbourin 
tainsy displayed a rural paradise, fraught with si 
•pastoral beauties ; the velvet tufted lawn, the bnsli 
.the tinkling rivulet, stealing through the fresh s 
verdure, on whose banks was situated some littl 
Tillage, or peradveuture the rude cabin of some 
hunter. 

The different periods of the revolving day seem 
witb cunning magic, to diffuse a different charm 
scene. Now would the jovial sun break gloriou 
the east, biasing from the summits of tl^ easti 
and sparkling ti^ landscape with a thousand dew 
while along the bordera of the river were sec 
masses of mist, which like midnight caitiffs, dist 
hu approach, made a sluggish retreat, rolling i 
reluctance up the mountains. At such times all wa 
ness, and life, and gaiety ; the atmospha^e seem 
indescribable pureness and transpareucy^^-the bir 
forth in wanton madrigals, and the freshening 
wafted the vessel merrily on her course. But ' 
sun sunk amid a flood of glory in the west, man 
heavens and the earth with a thousand gorgeoc 
then all was calm, and silent, and magnificent, 
swdling sail hung lifelessly against the mast— tl 
aeaman with folded arms leaned against the shro 
in that involuntary musing which the sober gn 
nature commands in the rudest of her children, 
bosom of the Hudson was like an unrnflBled mirroi 
ing the golden splendour of the heavens, excep 
now and then a bark canoe would steal across its 
filled with painted savages, whose gay feathei 
brightly as perchance a lingering ray of the set 
gleamed upon them from the western mountains. 
But when the hour of twilight spread its maj 
around, then did the fiice of natui*e assume a 
vfueitive charms, which to the worthy heart tl 
yciyoyment in the glorious works of its Maker, are 
syiily capiivaUn^. The mellow dubious light t 
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Tailed just served to tinge with illusiye colours the softeoed 
fcatnres of the scenery. The deceived but delig^hted eye 
sought vainly to discern in the broad masses of shade 
the separating line between the land and water; or to 
distingoish tl^ fading objects that seemed sinking into 
chaos. Now did the busy fancy supply the feebleness of 
visioiiy producing with industrious craft a f&iry creation 
of her own. \Jnder her plastic wand the barren rocks 
frowned upon the watery waste, in the semblance of lofty 
towers and high embattled castles— trees assumed the 
direful forms of mighty giants, and the inaccessible snm-r 
mits of the mountains seemed peopled with a thousand 
shadowy beings. 

Now broke forth from the shores the notes of an tnnn- 
merable variety of insects, who filled the air with a strange 
bnt not inharmonious concert ; while ever and anon was 
heaid the melancholy plaint of the Whip-poor-will, who, 
perched on some lone tree, wearied the ear of night with 
his incessant moanings. The mind, soothed into a hal- 
lowed melancholy by the solemn mystery of the scen^ 
listened with pensive stillness to catch and distingoish 
each sound that vaguely echoed from the shore— now 
and then startled perchance by the whoop of some strag- 
gling savage, or the dreary howl of some caitiff wolf^ 
stealing forth upon his nightly prowlmgs. 

Thus happily did they pursue their course, until they 
entered upon those awful defiles denominated thr bioh- 
iJUrDS, where it would seem that the gigantic Titans had 
erst waged their impious war with heaven, piling np diffii 
on cliffs, and hurling vast masses of rock in wild confu- 
sion. But in sooth very different is the history of these 
doud-capt mountains.— These in ancient days, before the 
Hudson poured his waters firom the lakes, formed one 
vast prison, within whose rocky bosom the omnipotent 
Manetho confined the rebellious sphits who repined at his 
control. Here, bound in adamantine chains, or jammed 
in rifted pines, or crushed by ponderous rocks, they 
groaned for many an age.— At length the conquering 
Hudson, in his irresistible career towards the ocean, burrt 
open their prison-house, rolling his tide triumphantly 
through its stupendous ruins. 

' Still, however, do inany of them lurk about their old 
abodes ; and these it is, according to venetable lefgeods^ 

u 2 
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that caiue the echoes which resound throu^ 
awfiil solitudes; w^iph <V.'€ nothing but 
clamours ^beo any noise disturbs the profound 
repose.^— For when the elements are agitated 
wb^ the winds are up and the thunder rolh^ tl 
is the yelHug and bowling of these troubled spii 
i/bn viountains to rebellow with their hideous i 
at fUf^h tifnes it is ^d, that they think the gre 
iiB r«tu|roing once more to plunge them in gtooi 
uM reMw their intoler^le captivity. 

But all these fair and glorious scenes wen 
^ho gallant Stayv^sant ; nought occupied hii 
tbooghts of iron war^ and proud anticipatioi 
1j^eds «f arpvi. Neither did bis honest crew ti 
vacant heads ^b any romantic speculations • 
Xh^ pilot at tbe bebn quietly smoked his pi| 
of MOtJJMiig either pwt, present^ or to como— 
conn^des who w^^ not industriously snoaring 
batd^esy were listening with open mouths to A 
Coiiear j whpi pealed on the windlass, was relat 
the manreUous history of those myriads of fir 
ipaifkled Uke geipa and spangles upon the 
a night, These^ according to tradition, were < 
nM^.of pestjllent sempitemous beldames, who p< 
parts long before the memory of man ; bei 
abommatw n(;e empliatically called brimstone 
ior tbehc iqnaip^rabliQ sins against the children < 
to fumish an awful wamii^; to the beauteoui 
doodled, to infest the earth in the shape of the 
ing and Cenible little bugs ; enduring^ the intern 
of t^ fire which they formerly carried in tbeii 
breached forth ip their words ; but now are s 
beir about for ever— ip their tails I 

^jad n«(if t n^n, going to tell a fact, which 1 c 
my readera ^li^ heutate to believe j but if tbi 
are w.ekcofqe not to believe a woixl in this wIm 
lior nothing which it contains is more true, 
known then that the nose of Anthony the trumi 
a x^ lusty size^ strutting boldly from his c 
like a mountain of Golconda: being sumptuous 
with rubies and other precious stones — the f 
of a l^ii^g of good fellows, which jolly Bacchu 
all who bouM \t heartily, at the flagon. Now t 
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It bright and early in the moniinf , tbe |[ood 
aYinpr washed his bnrly visage, was leaning oTcr 
r railing of the galley, contemplating it in the 
'e below. Just at this moment the illnstriona 
King in all his splendour from behind one of the 
*s of the Highlands, did dart one of hii moat 
ima full ufKHi the refulgent nose of tbe tonndcr 
the reflection of which shot straightway downy 
ty into the water, and killed a mighty atargeon 
(porting beside the vessel ! This huge nonater 
ti infiuite labour hoisted on board, famished a 
repast to all the crew, being accounted of cxceU 
ir, excepting about the wound, where it smacked 
hrimstuue ; and this, on my veracity, was the 
that ever sturgeon was eaten in these parti by 
>eople.* 

lis astouiMhing miracle came to be made known 
Stuyvesant, and, that he tasted of the unknown 
s may well be supposed, marvelled exceedingly ; 
KHiumeut lliercof, he gave the name of ^nMonyV 
stout promuntury in the neighbourhood-- «nd it 
ued to be called Anthouy^s Nose ever since tliat 

Id— Wbilher am I wandering ?-— By the Afaas^ 
pt to accompany the good Peter Stuyvesant on 
l^e, I shall never make an end, for never wai 
yage so fraught with marvellous incidental nor a 
bounding with transcendant beauties, worthy of 
erally recorded. Even now I Have it on the 
ny pen to relate, how his crew were most horrl- 
;ued, on goiug on shore above tbe Highlands, by' 
meri y roistoing devils, frisking and curvettinr 
e flat lock, whi^ projected into the river-— and 
called the DuyveTs Dmu-Kmmer to this very 
. no ! Diedrick Knickerbocker — ^it becomes thee 
; thus in thy historic wayfaring. 
ct, that while dwelling with the fond garrulity of 
hede fairy scenes, endeai'ed to thee by the recol-' 
if thy youth, aud the charms of a thottMnd 

Ariie<i Hans Megapolensis, treating of the coantry f boat 
a letter wtijcb was written some time after Um fettleueat 
8, ** 1'bere is in the river ereat plenty of SturfeoDi wliich 
at do not make use of} but thelnaians sate thtn gitWilis.*^ 
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Itgimdary, tales wbich beguiled the simple ear of 
IhhmI i recollect tM tbou art trifling with tboi 
itOBKnita which should be devoted to loftier tk 
not time — relentless time!-«-slMiking>. with pais 
l^saknopt 0(baust(e4.hQiii! gUifi* before thee? — \k 
I9 pttrsae thy weary, task* lest the last sands 
t^ov hast Hmj^ied thy history of the Maobattpea* 
I)«t lis then commit the dauntless Fet^» 
BiUot» lyid his lojral craw> to the protection of t 
St. Nicholas ) who I ha^a «o doul>t will prosper 
t9mfag% whUe we await his retun% at the great cit 
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JhterihkM ike powajkl Army thai eutembh 
CVIy ^ Nmo-Amtfterdavi — together with ihs 
hetwet^ Peter ike Headstrong and General Vc 
bwrghi; 0Md Peter*e eenUmente touching ui 

great 3fen, 

While thus the enterprisiug Peter was coas 
^wiag sail, up ' the shores of the lordly Ha< 
arousing all the phlegmatic little Dutcb aettlen 
its bon&rsy a gr^ and puissant concourse oC wa 
asscnihiiog at th^ city of New.Amsterdam. 
I^t iovalu^le fragqi»ent*of antiquity, the S 
qMQilscript, is ipqre tiian oommoply particular ; 
irnns I am enabled to record the illustrioua 
anpuaped itself ip.the puMic square, in front of 1 
j^rcseut denoilun9tfid the Bowling Green. 

Ifk the centre then wtiB pitched the tent of tl 
1|B|tle of the BlMliwttoea; who, beisg the inma 
9^tra|K>lis, compoaed the Ule-guards of the 
These were commasded by the valiant Sioffcl 
VKtfs wbp wjJMlcnie fa«Ml aoquired such hamorti 
Oyster Buy— they displayed as a standardy 
ijOMfgw^iif^mn t^ fiekl of orangie ; beinig the arma oi 
▼ince, and denoting the persevering industry, 
•mphibious origin, of the Nederlanders.* 

*ThM was likewise the great seal of the Mev-Netherlai 
stltt bo an^ in samit noords. 
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On Uieir right hand might be seen tlie vaRsals of that 
rfvmnKincI Mynheei; Michael Paw,* who loi^d it over 
tte ^air regions of ancient PaTonia, and the lands away 
i^pqlii, even- unto the Navesink mountains,-)* and was 
ij^oceoFer palroou of Gibbet'lskind. His standard was 
Itfitno hy bis trusty squire, Cornelius Van Vorst ; consist, 
ifig ^ a huge oyster recumbent upon a sea green field ; 
hpiiii^ the armorial bearin^j^ of his favourite metropolis, 
CraimBilip&w. He brought to the camp a stout force of 
i|arrion». huavijy armed, being each clad in ten pair of - 
llMey woolsey breeches, aiHl overshadowed by broad ' 
hiiJQimed beavers, with diort pipes twisted in their hat- 
bapd«. These were the men who vegetated in the mud' 
^ktog the chores of Pavonia ; being of the race of genuine 
Qopper4ieads,jaud'Were fabled to have sprung from oysters. 

At • little distance was encamped the tribe of warriors 
whQ,cavi3 from the neighbourhood of HelI>Grate. These 
werexonunanded by the Swy Dams, and the Van Dams, 
incontinent hard swearers, as their names betoken— they 
wefe leDrible-lookipg fellows, clad in broad-skirted gaber- 
^nes^ of (hat curbus coloured cloth called thunder and 
lightning $ and bore as a standard three Devirs-daming- 
9fgidkMjeoi4MMt, in a flame coloured field. 

B#il& by was the tent of the men of battle firom the 
mmbs borders, of the Wad-bog^ig,]; and the countiy 
thuDjatwHtii thoii wene of a sour aspect, by reason that 
iiitj livod OB crabs which abound in these parts : they 
iKfn the first iastitutors of that honourable order of 
knfhtfaiKMV called Fly wtarkei ehirka; and if traditloD 
ipnk ttustf did likewise introduce the far-famed step in 
^^milrgi odled *^ double trouble.'^ They were commaoded 

* Besides what is related in tbe Stuyvesant MS.I have found saenr 
fioB anide of this illnitrious Patroon la another manuscript, which 



^^•.— " Ds lieer (or tbe SquiTe) Michael Paw, a Dntch subject, 
^jlMat.iqfih AhE- 11B30, by deed purchased HUten-Island. N. B. The 
^mt Michael Jraw had what the Dutch called a cnlonie at PaToqis, 
eil 01^ Jersey shore, opposite New- York, and his overseer, in lfi36, 
Urn aas w d Corns. Van Vorst— a person of the same oame^ iu 1769, 
ssasd>'Bavle<> OooIl, and a Urge farm at Payooia, and is a lineal 
4cK9dMtnrpm Yan Vorst." 

f w) caUod firom the Navesink tribe of Indians that inhabited thesf 
Wa s at present they are erroneously denominated the NeversiuJ^, oc 
fevanonL mountains. 

tie. The winding Bay;, named from the windinc: of its shores. 
I^his has since been corrupted bv the vulgar into the Wallabout, and 
>> the basin which shelters our infant navy. 
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by the fearless Jacobus Vam Vanfer, and haidy Btnonri 
a jolly band of Breukelen • ferrymeoy who perftnatd • 
brave aoncerto on conch-shells. 

But 1 refraiu from pursuing this minute dcscripti^» 
which p^oes on to describe the warriors of Blocnie»drit^ 
and Wee-hawk, and Hoboken, and sundry otlier .ftocWj 
well known in history and song^-for now does the mmm 
of martial music alarm the people of Ncw-Aiiirttrdi«i 
sounding afar from beyond the walls of the city. But thii 
alarm was in a little time reliered, for loy iroDi tiw maM 
of a vast cloud of dust, they recognised the brwialM 
coloured breeches, and splendid ailver leg c^ Pdtor fllif 
vesant, glaring in the sunbeams ; and bdidd ham if 
proacbing at the head of a formidable army, wbkii be kii 
mustered along. the banks of the- Hudson. And bereth 
excellent but anonymous writer of the Stusnretant wamm 
script breaks out iuto a brave and glorious descriptxa c 
the forces, as they defiled through the principal gate a 
the city that stood by tlie head of Wall-atreet. 

First of all came the Van Bummds, who iBhabit Ih 
pleasant borders of the Bronx. These were short fat 
wearing exceeding large trunk bi*cecbes, and are 
for feats of the trencher : they wei-e the first invcatan i 
suppawn or mush aud milk.— Close in the rear BMchi 
the Van Vlotens, of Kaats-Kill, most horrible qfimSm i 
new cider, and arrant braggarts in their lignoTdi JJk 
them came the Van Pelts of Groodt Esopna, dortcM 
horsemen, mounted upon goodly switch-tailed ateedl i 
the Esopus breed : these were mighty hunteiv of hW 
and musk rats, whence came the word PeUrw^^-^VhtOk tl 
Van Nests of Kiuderhoeck, valiant robbers of birds* nait 
as their name denotes : to these, if report may be bdicff 
are we indebted for the invention of slap-jacksy or Ink) 
wheat cakes.— -Then the Van Higginbottoms of Wappiofl 
Creek : these came armed witli ferules and birdien rod 
being a race of schoolmasters, who first discoTcred tl 
marvellous sympathy between the seat of honour and tl 
seat of intellect^ aiul that the shortest way to giet kBV 
ledge into the head was to hammer it in at the Dottoa.' 
Then the Van Grolls, of Anthony^s Nose, who carri 
their liquor in fair round little pottles, by reaaoo tb 

* Now spelt Brooklyn. 
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bouse it out of their caDtecnS) baTing such rare 
,-^Then the Garden iei-s, of Hudson and thprf- 
itioguisbed by many triumphant feats, sucU ai| 
iter-melon patches, smoking rabbits out of their 

the like, and by i)eing great lovers of riNMtied 
: these weie the ancestors of the reoommeii 
lan of that name.— Then the Van Hoesena ol 
great choristers and players upon the JewV 
m: inarched two and two, singing the great tooff 
lolas — then the Couenhovens, of Sleepy Hollow : 

birth to a jolly race of publicans, who firs^ 
the magic artifice of conjuring a quart of win^ 
bottle. Then the Van Kortlands, who live^ on 
tanks of the Crdton, and were great kUtora oi| 
I being much spoken of for their skill in shoot- 
b^ long-bow.-— Then the Van BunsGhoten% of 
i Kakit, who were the first that did ever Hick^ 
e^ foot : they were gallant bush-whaekenb ^ndt 
•afi^ps by moonligfat.~Then the Van Wml^^ojT 
iof;eBt suckers of eggs, and noted for the ri|iHij»q|| 
aqd running up of scores at taverns ; they wer^ 
\t ever winked with both eyes at once.— f4Uttlyi 

KNicKEaBOCKERS, of the great towii of 
i, where the folk lay stones upon the houses in 
jier, lest they should be blown away. Thet^ 
* name, as some say, from KnicJuTy to shal^f^ 
, a gpblct, indicating thereby tbajt they wei;i^ 
'iiots of yore ; but, in truth, it was derived tnm^ 
I iiod, and Bokeiiy books, plainly meaning that 

r-eat ttodders or dozers over books : finon^ tben^ 
the writer of this history. 
\ the legion of sturdy bu^beaters that poured 
■and gate of New- Amsterdam. The Stuyvesapt 
, indeed, speaks of many more, whose names I 
ention, seeing that it behoves me to hasten to 
greater moment. Nothing could surpass the 
lartial pride of the lion-hearted Peter, as he 
is mighty host of warriors ; and he determine4 
> defer the gratification of his much wished-for 
>n the scoundrel Swedes at Fort Casimir. 
■e I hasten to record those unmatchable events 
le found in the sequel of this faithful histdry, 
ie to notice the fate of Jacobus Von Poffeu- 
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bor^h, iKe discomfited comroander-iii-chief of the arm 
of the New-Netherlands. Such is the inherent UDdn 
tablcness of human nature, that scarcely did the ne 
become public of his deplorable discomfiture at F< 
Casimir, than a thousand scurvy rumours i»ere set aflc 
hi New. Amsterdam ; therein it was inainnatedy that 
had in reality a treacherous understanding with the S« 
dish commander j that he had km^ been in the practice 
privatdy communicating with the Swedes ; together wi 
divers hints about **^ secret service money,*' — to aD wU 
deadly cliarges I do not give a jot more credit than I flu 
they deserve. 

Certain it is, that the generjil vindicated his charmc 

by the most vehement oaUis and protestations, and | 

every man out of the ranks of honour who dared to doi 

his integrity. Moreover, on returning to New-Amst 

dam, he paraded up and down the stivets with a cxew 

hard swearers at his heels, — sturdy bottle oompanio 

whom he gorged and fattened, and who were ready 

bolster him through all the courts of jttstice,-^heroes 

his own kidney, tierce whiskered, bix>ad ebonldared, c 

brand looking swaggerers, not one of whom but looked 

though he could eat up an ox, and pick his teeth with ( 

horns. Tliese life-guard men quarrelled all his qnam 

were ready to fight all his battles, and scowled at ev< 

man that turned up his nose at the general as though tl 

would devour him alive. Their conveisition was int 

spersed with oaihs like minute guns, and every bombas 

rfaodomontade was rounded on by a thundering exec 

tion, like a [patriotic toast honoured with a discharge 

artillery. 

All these valorous vapourings had a considerable eff 
in'convinciog certain profound sages, many of whom beg 
to think the general a hero of unutterable loftiness t 
magnanimity of soul, pailicularly as he was conta 
ally protesting on the honour of a soldier ^ — a marvelloa 
high sounding asseveration. Nay, one of the memb 
of the council went so far as to propose they aho 
immortalize him by an imperishable statue of plastci 
Paris. 

But the vigilant Peter the Headstrong was not thot 
be deceived. Sciuling privately fur the commander- 
chief of a\\ V\\e a.vm\e%) «»d having heard all Kusstfl 
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frith tbe customary pious oaths, pnitestations, 
■ad ^^acnlationfi — *^ Harkee, comrade/^ cried he, « though 
hjr yo«r owa account you are tbe most brave, upright, 
■M honourable man in the whole province, yet do you lie 
under the misfortune of being damnably traduced and 
umeasurably despised. I^ow though it is certainly hard 
Id panish a man for his misfortunes, and though it is 
f^ry possible you are totally innocent of the crimes laid to 
your charge ; yet as heaven, at present, doubtless foi* some 
wlw purpose, sees fit to withhold all proofs of your inno- 
cence^ liir be it fi'om me to counteract its sovereign will. 
Beaid^ I cannot consent to venture my armies with a com- 
naadcr whom they despise, or to trust the welfare of my 
people to a champion whom they distrust. Retii-e there- 
lore^ my friend, fixnn the irksome toiU and cares of public 
1^ with this comforting reflection~~that if you be guilty, 
joa are but eigoying your just reward — and if innocent, 
thai yea are not the first great and good man,'who has 
most wronsfnlly been slandered and maltreated in thb 
wklwd world — doubtless to be better treated in a better 
worlds where there shall neither be error, calumny, nor 
pcriccwtion. In the mean time let me never see your fiice 
ji^pUDy ibr I have a horrid antipathy to the countenances of 
Bnfbrtunate great men like yourself.** 



CHAP. V. 

t» wtSdk ihe Author dUcowrset very ingeniously of Hm- 

^f.'^After vMdi is to be found much interesting History 

aboui Peter the Headstrong and his followers. 

As my readers and myself are aboOt entering on as many 
' perils as ever a confederacy of meddlesome knights-errant 
wilfully ran their beads into ; it is meet that, like those 
hardy adventurers, we should join hands, bury all diffe- 
reaces, and swear to stand by one anotiier, in weal, or 
woe, to the end pf the enterprise. My readers must doubt- 
len perceive how completely 1 have altered my tone and 
deportment since we first set out together. 1 warrant 
they thai thought me a crabbed, cynical, impertinent little 
ton of a Dutchman ; for I scarcely ever gave them a civil 



n lose my way— i am aiways a iicne ooia an 
at flnty particularly to peo^ile wbom I nehfaeir 
taire for; and am only to be comptetety w< 
intlinacy. 

Beiikle% why shoald I bate beto soinaljle to 

of bow^ye-di> acquaintance, fbat flocked aro 

My first appearance ? Maiiy were merely atbt 

new face ; and baying stared me* fall in tbc 

walked off i^itbout saying a word ; wbile otbtt 

*3rai^ingTy tbrqugb tbe prcftice, and bavlng^ ?ral 

^bort-liired curiosity, soon dropped off one by^ne 

espedalljr to try tbelr mettle^ I bad recoai 

expedient, similar to one wbicb we are totd wi 

ihat peerless flower of cbiVialry king Artbifir ; ti 

be iMmitted any kni^t to bis intimacy, ftrst req 

be sbould sbow bimself 8<ipei*ior to danger dr 

by encountering unbdird-of misbaps, slaying ac 

giants, Tanquisbing #icked encbantei^ not to il 

of dwaris, bippogriffs, and fiery dragons. On 

principle I cunningly led tny readers, at tbe i 

into two or three knotty cbapters, wbere tbey 

wofuUy belaboured and buffeted by a bost of pa| 

SQphers and infidel writers. Thougb natural! 

grave man, yet I cuiild starce refrahi teotn sho 

^iglit at seeing the utter confusloti and disim 

▼aliadt cavbliers— some ^rt^ped down d^d ft 

the field ; otbere threw down my book in tbe mid 

first chapter, took to their heels, and nevei* cea 
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shke^ faiat-hearted recreants to my bosom, at our firat 
acquaintance? No, no; I reserved my friendship for 
those who deserved it ; for those who undauntedly bore 
me company, in despite of difficulties, dangers, and 
fatigues. .^Jid now, as to those who adhere to me at pre- 
sent, I take them affectionately by the hand. Worthy 
and thrice belored readers ! brare and well-tried comi-ades ! 
who hare faithfully followed my footsteps through all my 
wanderings— I salute you from my heart-— I pledgee myself 
to stand by you to the last ; and to conduct you (so 
hesTen speed this trusty weapon which I now hold between 
By fingers), triomphantly to the end of this our stupendous 
nndertaking. 

Bnt» hark ! wldle we are thus talking, the city of New 
Amaberdam is in a bustle. The gallant host of warriors 
encamped in the Bowling Green are strikuig their tents.; 
the brazen tmmpet of Anthony Von Corlear makes the 
wefldn to resound with portentous clangour— the drums 
lieat-— the standards of the Manhattoes, of Hell-gate, and 
of Michael Paw, wave proudly in the air. And now 
hdiold where the mariners are busily employed, hoisting 
the suis of yon tofKsail schooner, and those two clump 
Imik Aibany sloops, which are to waft the ai-my of the 
Ncderianders to gather immortal honours on the Delaware ! 

The entire population of the city, man, woman, and 
duldy turned out to behold the chivalry of New-Amster- 
daai, as it paraded the streets previous to enibarkatioti. 
Many a handkerchief was waved out of the windows ; 
many a fair nose was blown in melodious sorrow on the 
moariiful occasion. The grief of the fair dames and beau- 
teoQS •damsels of Grenada could not have been more voci- 
^Pfoiw on the banishment of the gallant tribe of Abencer- 
mges than was that of the kind-hearted fair ones of Ncw- 
AoMterdam. on the departure of their intrepid warriors. 
£veiy tovesick maiden fondly ci-ammed the pockets of 
ho* hero with gingerlNvad and dough nuts— many a cop- 
{icr ring was exchanged, and crooked sixpence broken, m 
pledge of eternal constancy— end there remain extaut to 
this day some love verses written on that occasion, sufR- 
ciently crabbed and incomprehensible to confound the 
whole universe. 

But it was a moving sight to see the buxom lasses, -how 
Ibey hang about the doughty Anthony Von Ck)rlcar \ for 
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he was a jolly, rosy-faced, lusty bachelor, foi 
joke, and withal a desperate rogue among the wov 
would they have kept him to eomfOrt them while 
was away ; for beside what I have said of him 
more than justice to add, that be was a kind-hea 
noticed for his benevolent attentions in comfo 
consolate wives during the absence of their husbt 
this made him to be very much regarded by t 
burghers of the city. But nothing could keep't 
Anthony firom following the heels of the old 
whom he loved as he did his very soul — so embi 
the young vrouws, and giving every one of then: 
good teeth and rosy lips a dozen heai*ty sn 
departed loaded with their kind wishes. 

Nor was the departure of the gallant Peter a 
least causes of public distress. Though the ok 
was by no means indulgent to the follies and 
uess of his suljects, yet somehow or other he ha 
strangely popular among the people. There is 
so captivating in personal bravery, that, with tb 
mass of mamcind, it takes the lead of most otl 
The simple folk of New-Amsterdam looked u 
Stuyvesant as a prodigy of valour. His woodei 
trophy of his martial encountei*s, was regarded < 
rence and admiration. Every old burgher had a 
miraculous stories to tell about the exploits of 
pig Pief, wherewith he i-egaled his children 
winter night ; and on which he dwelt with 
delight and exaggeration as do our honest count 
on the hardy adventures of old General Putnam 
is familiarly termed. Old Put), during our glorii 
tion. Not an individual but verily believe 
governor was a match for Beelzebub himself ; 
was even a story told, with great mystery, and 
rose, of his having shot the devil with a silver 
dark stormy night, as he was sailing in a cane 
Hell-gate. But thb 1 do not reroi*d as an abso 
perish the man who would let fall a drop to dis 
pure stream of history ! 

Certain it is, not an old woman in New-Amst 
considered Peter Stuyvesant as a tower of stn 
rested satisfied that the public welfare was sect 
•s he was in the city. It is not surprising then 
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kwlced upon his departure a? a sore affliction. With 
hmry hearts they dragii^led at the heels of his troop, as. 
they marched down to the river side to embark. The 
governor from the stem of his schooner, gave a abort but 
truly patriarchial address to his citizens, wherein he re- 
commended them to comport like loyal and peaceful sub- 
jects— to go to church regularly on Sundays, and to mind 
their business all the week biesides.— That the women 
should be dutiful and atfectiooate to their husbands— 
lookiB]^ afler nobody^s concerns but their own : eschew- 
ii^ all ^ossipiugs and morning gaddings ; and carrying 
abort tongues and long petticoats. That the men should 
abatam from intermeddling in public concerns, entrusting 
the cares of government to the officers appointed to sup- 
port them— staying at home, like good citizens, making 
money ^ themselves, and getting children for the benefit 
of their country. That the burgomasters should look well 
to the paUk interest— not oppressing the poor, or indulg- 
mg the rich— not tasking their security to devise new 
IfiwSy but faithfully enforcing those which were already 
mnd^^rather bending their attention to prevent evil than 
to punish It 3 ever recollecting that civil magistrates should 
consider themselves more as guardians of public morale 
than rat catchers employed to entrap public delinquents. 
^nally, be exhorted them, one and all, high and low, rich 
and poor, to conduct themselves ai well as they eouid : 
asBunng them that if they faithfully and conscientiously 
complied with this golden rule, there was no danger but 
that they would all conduct themselves well enonghd— 
This done, he gave them a patei'ual benediction; the 
sturdy Anthony sounded a most loving farewell with his 
trumpet, the jolly crews put up a lusty shout of triumph, 
and tbe invincible armada swept off proudly down the bay. 
The good people of New-Amsterdam crowded down 
to the Rattery — that blest resort, from whence so many s 
tender prayer has been wafled — so many a lair hand 
waved — so many a tearful look been cast by lovesick 
damsel, after the lessening bark which bore her adven- 
turous swain to distant climes ! — Here the populace 
iratched with straining eyes the gallant squadron, as it 
slowly floated down the bay ; and when the iuterveniug 
Und at the Narrows shut it from their sight, gradually 
dispersed with silent tongues and downcast countenances. 

X2 



A heavy gloom, hnng over tlw late battlUiff dt jr-tbf} 
boDfMt borghen smokca their pipes ia proip^d tj^oagkl- 
faloeiBSy caiitiiig many: a wistful IgoIe on the ircathi^it^o^ 
on the chujrch of St. Nicholas; and all tho old woin^ 
having no longer the presence of Peter Stiiyvi^sfii^. In 
hearten them, gathered tbieir childrei^ hoin% and ImmttiMi 
the doors and windows every evebiag at sapdo^TB' 

In the meanwhile the armada of the sturdy ?^t(ir pq(h 
ceeded prosperously on its voyage^ and afto: encotpn^Mt. 
about 'as many storms and water-spouts a^d wl^laiy afliil 
qtftier homora and phenomena as generally befid advenUi^. 
Ko«s landsmen» in perilous voyages of the l^nA; and fAK 
vndergoing a severe scouring vooi that d«p||^ndil^ fyii 
mipit^ malady called seSfSiclLoess.) the wb^lei 8i|in4B9iift 
i^ved safely io the Delaware* 

Without so much as dropping ai;icbQr andl lM^ hjn 
wearied ships time to breathe aiftcr Ubot^ring %ei |km^ ii^ 
the ocean, the intrepid Petei* pursued his cym/t np Hft 
Delaware^ and made a sudden appeai^nce Mopq. Port 
Casimir. Having summoned the astonished gapjcivofi bg( 
a terrific blast from the tioimpet of the Hmg-viliidfid Van 
Corlear, be demanded, in a tone oC thiuider^ fu^ VWMi 
surrender of the fort. To this, demand, Snop^^puts, tba 
wind-dried commandant, rep1i^d in a sbriH, wjbiffluw 
voice, which, by ce^son of his. ei(treme spacenest^ aooqi&H 
like the wiad whistling through a broken beUotv^** t|m| 
1^ had no very strong reasons for refusing, eafcep^ that, tin 
demand was particularly disagi^eeable, aa he had lim 
ordered to maintain his ppst to the last extremity.** Bii 
requested time therefore Io consult with Governor. Hisip^ 
and proposed a truce for that purpose. 

The choleric Petei-, indignant at having his ngl|lM fc>:l 
10 treacherously teken from him, and thus. p^tinaidQaaly 
wUhhehl, refused the proffered armistice, ajad iworql^ 
Ibe pipe of St. Nicholas, which like the sacred fira WU 
■ever extinguished, thai unless the fort were aurre^dered 
in tea minutes, he would incontinently storm the work^ 
make all the gairison run the gauntlet^ and split tbeit 
sconndrel of a commander, like a pickled shad.. To give 
this menace the greater effect, he drew forth bis trmty 
sword, and shook it at them with such a fierce and viffo* 
rooa motion, that doubtless, if it had not been cxceeduig 
rufty, it would have lightened terror into the eyes and 
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bctrts of the enemy. He then ordered his men to brinfj^ 
a broadside to bear upon the fort, consisting of two swiveby 
three musketsy a loog duck fowling-piece, and two brace of 
hone pistola. 

!■ Che meantime the sturdy Van Corlear marshalled 
all his foroesy and (»mmenced his warlike operations. 
Distending his cheeks like a very Boreas, he kept up a 
BKMt horrific twanging of his trumpet— the lusty choristers 
of Sing-Sing broke forth into a hideous song of battle— 
the war riors of Breukeien and the Wael-bogtig blew a 
potent and astounding blast on their conch-shells : all 
together forming as outrageous a concerto as though five 
tlKMHUid French orchestras were displaying their slnll in a 
modem overture. 

Whether the formidable front of war, thus suddenly 
presented, smote the garrison with sore dismay, or whether 
the concluding terms of the summons, which mentioned 
that he should surrender << at discretion,^' were mistaken 
by Soen Scutz, who, though a Swede, was a very consi- 
derate, easy-tempered man, as a compliment to his dis- 
cretiooy I will not take upon me to say ; certain it is, he 
fonad it impossible to resist so coui'teous a demand. 
Accordingly in the very nick of time, just as the cabin- 
boy had cone after a coal of fire to discharge the swively 
a chamade was beat on the rampart by the only drum in 
the garrison, to the no small satis&ction of bolh parties z 
who, notwithstanding their great stomach for fighting, had 
fall as good an inclination to eat a quiet dinner as to ex- 
change black eyc|^ and bloody uoses. 

Thus did thb impregnable fortress once more return to 
the domination of their high mightinesses ; Scutz and his 
garrison of twenty men were allowed to march out with 
tlw honours of war^ and the victorious Peter, who was 
at generous as brave^ permitted them to take possession of 
all Ifaeir arms and ammunition, the same, on inspectiony 
being fimnd totally unfit for service, having long rusted in 
tiie magazine of the fortress, even before it was wrested by 
tile Swedes firom the magnanimous but windy Von Pof- 
fenhorgfa« But I must not omit to mention, that the 

remor was so well pleased with the services of bis faith- 
squire. Van Corlear, in the reduction of this great 
ffxinaSf that he made him on the spot lord of a goodly 



dprnain in tke vkiniity of New AniHterdaia> ' 
the name oC CkNrlear^s HooV unto this very dc 
The unexampled liberaJUy d the Taliai 
towardg the Swoles occasioned great surprise 
Nnv Amiterdam j nay, certaiii of those & 
dimb, wlw had been enUghtened by the poll 
tha^ pKvailed during the days of WilUam f 
who bad not dared to indulge their medd 
uflden the- eye of their present mileiv now e 
his absen^Sy dared cren ta gire vent to^ the 
the> itfccta i mnrmnra wene heavd* in tha^ 
chamber o^ New Amsterdami;- and there is 
ivhellMr. they vquk} n^t have broken, out i 
speeches and invectives, had not Peter .Si 
▼%tely- seat hom^ his walking: stafiv to. be 1 
om the tafal^ of the eonncil ehamber,^ la the 
counsdhira;. wJkh like, wise men^ took the. 
ever, after, hehl th^ic peaoe. 



Skpwing tke gregi a^taiUage thai thp ^ 
kU Vedd^r ifk tinte q^ BaHle^^ogether 
pftri^fiioit^, maiemenis ;fB^ich betQMni th 
ifstrible if qJbaiU.to happen. 

Like as a mighty alderman, when at a cm 
the firili spoonAil of turtle soup salutes his pi 
impatient appetite but tenfold- quickened, a 
Ins vigioromi attacks upon the- tureen, while, 
Qpes p^jecting from bis faead^ roll greedily r 
itt|reVery thing at tab1e-MM> did the mett 
Sti^e8attt*iStel that intolerable hunger for 
wbieh ragid witiiin his very bowel% mflame 
ture.of Fort Casimir, and nothing could' ai 
conquest of all New Sweden. Mo sooner 
he scSeiured his conqu^t, than be stumped* 

•Oe Tita makes menHcn, in one of his voyag 
]$oe«k, aad Ck>dew's FlMitogie, or BoiLwecy. ^ 
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fliMihrd witk succcm, to gather fresh laurels at Fort 
Chriptioyi.* 

Thv wts the grand Swedish post, established on a small 
river (or as it is more improperly termed, creek) of Uic 
^aiBA IIB|P€ 9 and here that crafty governor, Jan Risingh, 
Uy grimly drawn up^ likje a gray-bearded spider in th^ 
pimattH oi his. w«l^. 

ip^t l^efore we huny into the direful scenes that must 
I^HOpd ^ qijeetjuig of two such powerful clueftaius, it 10 
nAiipabte tiifit we pause for a moment^ and boJd a kind of 
wiUlirliy coiiDcil. Battle shoujd, not be rushed into prer 
f^fit^le^y by the historian af^ kia readers any more thav 
Igr tbie g^i^ral and his sokHi^ns. The great commanders 
fvT i^iitiqi|ity qever engpiged the enemy without preiciously 
fWRanqg the ipinds of Uieir followers by animating haranr 
goea;. spjpitipg them up. to heroic feelinp, assuring; them 
«f tl^ jwtectjpi^ of the gocU,. and inspiring them with a 
0»pftdc9|p9 if), t^ prowess of. thpir leaders. So the his- 
Curiam shonjifdt anal^en th^ attention and enlist the passions 
of J^ifli i^eadflTSf. a^d haying set them all on fire with the 
iuporiBiice of his subject, he should put himself at theijr 
kdi^ fopris)^ Ifis pei^ and lead them on to the thickest of 

491 illuitj^«|Ei 9^gimple of this rule may be seen ixk that 
viprqr q£ ji.i|lqrifili8,, th^ imoiortal Thucydides. Having 
1|pii^€4 «^ tii^^reBJi;^ out; of the Peloponnesian w»r, one 
^Ua Qovnoimii^s obserires, that << he souiids the charge 
JR a^ ^ 4iP^iM<>P>an<i. spirit of Homer. |Ie catalogues 
th^ trfliw 9111 lipth sidesr |Ie ayrakens our expeclations* 
1$i W^. winm <>V"^ a^ention* AU ma^nd are coor 

ei (• tlM VDfiortWB^ poMit npv going to be decided. 
ffffoa^ 4ffe mfudei to d^lqse futurity. Heaven, itpelf 
4l. ipU|r^H|ed| VI 4ie 4>9Pu.t9- Irhe eirth totteoii and. nature 
tgt Miovn; wi^i the greM^ ev^t. This is h}», ^Qlemn, 
iDHWIff of tWMil^ oftfr Th»p he magqifiea.a war 
UiVH, M. %Wf^ <«ll8. a^mx pe^ty states.', and Uuip 
^ In WPBOIt^a U^subjioct by tfyeatiag it in agceat 
and ■oUflJneiaod.^'^ 

^ Me qiawHr, ImviRg coA^uctad my readers i^tp th^ 

** *^ This U at present a flourishing town called Christianau ot Cfaris- 
tesB, about tliilty-sef«o miks froa Fkilsiielphia, on the post road t« 
JBaltiMofs. 
1 8a4t|i:s Tlm^d. VuL 1. p. Ixx. 
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very tf*cth of peril— having followed the adyentnrous Pe) 
and his band into foreign regions— «ni-rounded by lb 
and stunned by the horrid din of arm»— at this importi 
nwment, while darkness and doubt hang o*er each conii 
chapter, I hold it meet to harangue them, and prepi 
them for the events that are to follow. 

And here I would premise one great advantage whv 
as the historian, I possess over my readers 3 and this it 
-—tint though I cannot save the life of ray Ikvmurite be 
nor absolutely contradict the event of a battle Qn 
which liberties, though often taken by the French writ 
of the present reign, I hold to be utterly unworthy « 
scrupnlous historian), yet I can now and then make I 
bestow on his enemy a sturdy back-stroke sufficient 
fell a giant ; though in honest truth, he may never fai 
done any thing of the kind—or I can drive lus antagoi 
clear round and round the field, as did Homer make t 
fine fallow Hector scamper like a poltroon round the wi 
of Troy ; for which, if ever they have encountered. .< 
another in the Elysian fields, Til warrant the princi 
poets has had to make the most humble apology. 

I am aware that many conscientious rea&rs will 
ready to cry out " foul play V* whenever I render a 111 
assistance to my hero— but I consider it one of th 
privileges exercised by historians of all a ges a nd 4 
which has never been disputed. In fiict, an historian 
as it were, bound in honour to stand by his bero*^ 
fame of the latter is entrusted into his hands, and it is 
duty to do the best by it he can. Never was ther« 
genera], an admiral, or any other commander, who, 
giving an account of any battle that he hSA fought, 
not sorely belabour the enemy ; and I have no do* 
that, had my heroes written the history of their c 
achievements, they would have dealt much harder bli 
than any that 1 shall recount. Standing forth, thfreH 
as the guardian jDf their fame, it behoves me to do tl 
the same justfce they would have done themselves ; 1 
if I happen to be a little hard upon the Swedes, 1 1 
free leave to any of their descendants, who may wrii 
history of the State of Delaware, to take fair retaliat 
and belabour Peter Stuyvesant as hard as they please. 

Thciefoi-e stand by for broken heads and bloody no 
—my pen has \on^ WcYu^^w ^ haLttlo-«-sicge after si 



btre 1 CMHJed oa, Ditlniit Uowi or bbodsUcd ; liut Quw 
I hkTe at Icofcth got a chance, and I vuw lu heavpu and. 
SL Nii^wlMi ttwl, let the cbruuiclMof Ibe times uy what 
Ijbaf fleuMg, neither Salluat, Livj:* Tacitn^ Polybius, nor 
Vtj otiMr twtllepiMifa of \iieia eU, did ever T4canl », 
fieraer fi^ tlwR that iv Thicli mji viliaut cbieftauB an; 
■Mr abnDt ts engage. 

And yqi^ ob. iwMt excpllent readem, wheni, fiir your 
fritUbl adberwKCt J cautd cberub iu the vanneit cgraer 
«C m hewti — ba aot iwttH);'— <'u>t the tate of ohe farquita 
StuyvesaDt to mi. — fuc by tbe rood, come what nuf, I'll, 
Elicit by Hard-kopiiig Piet lo the laat; I'll malw bim 
drive about these tusels vik, aa did the reaowiwd LfliMice- 
lut or Ibe l^if, a bcrd of recreant Coniiab hsighW i. Md 
i^ he doB) bll, lei me never drew Kj, pen to fight •BOitber 
battie, ID bcbaliof a brave mao, if I don't) owke llwao 
Inbbedy Swedes pay tbr it ! 

Hb ■oonsr baa Peter StqTraaaiit arrived befbiN brt 
Oriirtiaa tkan be proceeded without delay i» eiibreDdt 
UaaalL. avd immediately on ruaniitg Lis $ra( pajwU*],, 
1 4llthpoy Van Cothtr-. to munmoa th^ fiaitniii« 

T. V» Corifar wat received with aU due for. 

r^ kaodtiiiihed at Ibe portal, and conducted tbroogb 
■ell of nil fiah and QniouB, to the citadel, 
._ .ilbultof piDC luga. His eyes Here here 
^_.^ Jk 4*d In Mpd himaelf in the augutt preuace of 
CiMnHrBmgb. Thji chiefl»iii| aa 1 have b^fw^ noted, 
«M.« T«tV|imtlv"*iQ> "wd waa clad ia a co^ne bloe 
Ml, itimi^Md Toniri the wwt witlt a leatberu belt, wliich 
' " a akiifs.afid pock«ta to set off with a 

IB Ic^ weie caaed in ^ 
d he wa* alraddlinn in 

loilea, hefoio a bit of 

Hum looking ^Bi*! lllAving himself with a villainoualy 
ill turn 7!U>,afflii)lMg operaliou cauaed. him to malu 
' * " ' ' nacei, liwt heigbteu^ exceedingly 
a. viiage. On Aatbony Vag Cw- 
m commander pautc^ for a 

of hiB moit bard-f(«voured 

' NntntiaMMda^c^wi^bimafiluuiceurer theiihuii1<(er 

* *U • UaAoC anariuig, gi^m on bia cuuuteiuuice, rraumed 
lu Wtean at th< gloaa.' 

* llw koabvntt hewg reapa], he turned once mote \u 



ia MwderooB Ic 
k Doolc, and h 



*^ Ik stWy lairon. « bia. viiage. C 
* l«i^ bawc tnopunce^, Ibe giim co 
^. Mmcn^ & tim »ii<W o)E one of h 
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the tmmpcto'y aad demanded the pvurpoi 
AAtlioay Van Corlear delivered io a few 
kind of aiiort^iaiid speaker, a ktng mesaagt 
lency, fecoantuc the whole history of the 
rtcapitafaUion or gnefaneesy and enumcr 
and eoBehided with a peremptory deoi 
swrender; which done^ he turned aside 
between hb thmnb and finger, and Ur 
blaat, not unlike the flourish of a trum| 
whidi it had <krahtleM learned from a k 
neighbonrbood with that melodious instmc 

Ctofcnor Rbingh lieard him throng^ 
bnt with infinite impatience ; leaning at t 
nsnal cmtorn, on the pommel of his swoi 
twirling a huge steel watch chain, or snaf 
Van Corlear baling finished, he blnntly re 
Stnyyesant and his summons might go 
whither he hoped to send him and his cre\ 
before rapper time. Then unsbeatbiog 
sword, awl throwliig away the scabbarc 
quod he, ^ krat 1 will not sheathe thee agi 
a scabbard of the smoke-dried, leathern hi 
gate Dntdmian.** Then having flung a 
ill the teeth of his adversary, by the lips < 
the latter was reconducted to the portal i 
monions civility due to the trumpeter, sqi 
sador of so great a commander ; and being 
was courteously dismissed with a tweak 
ai«bt him in recollecting his message. 

No sooner did the gallant Peter rece 
reply, than he let fly a tremendous voile} 
cratk>ns, that would infiiUibly have batter 
tifications, and blown up the powder maf» 
ears of the fiery Swede, had not thcTrampau 
ably strong, and the magazine bomb-pn 
that the works withstood this terrific blast, 
utterly impossible (as it really was in thoi 
days) to carry on a war with words, he oi 
men all to prepare for an immediate assau 
strange murmur broke out among his tr 
with the tribe of the Van fiummelsi those 
men of the Bronx, and spreading from mai 
pauied with cetl«\SL vamIv&qus looks a 
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murmars. For once in hut lifc>, and only for once, did 
the great Peter turn pale ; for he verily thought his 
warriors were going to falter in this hour of perilous trial, 
and thns tarnish for ever the fame of the province of New 
Nedcrlandta. 

But Moa did he discover, to his great joy, Ihat in this 
satpicioii he deeply wronged this most undaunted army ; 
for the cause of this agitation anil uneasiness simply was, 
that the hoar of dinner was at hand, and it would have 
almoat broken the hearts of these regular Dutch warriors 
to have broken in upon the invariable i-outine of their 
habita. Beaide^ it was an established rule among our 
valknt anoeaton always to fight upon a full stomach ; and 
to tiua nay be doubtless attributed the circumstance that 
thtj cane to be so renowned in arms. 

And now are the hearty men of the Manhattoes, and 
their no leu hearty comrades, all lustily engaged under 
the tne^ ba£Eeting stoutly with the contents of their 
waUeCSy and taking such affectionate embraces of their 
cantoMM and pottles as though they verily believed they 
were to be the last. And as I foresee we shall have hot 
wofk in a page or two, I advise my readers to do the same; 
Ar which purpose 1 will bring the chaptei' to a close ; 

E'rinK then my word of honour, that no advantage shall 
I taken of this armistice, to surprise, or in any way 
■olasty the honest Nederlanders while at their vigorous 
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CaUaiminy ike mott horrible Battle ever recorded in 
fsafry or prose g vjith the admirable Exploits of Peter 

the Headstrong. 

* ^ Now had the Dutchmen snatched a huge repast,^ and 

"^^ finding themselves wonderfully encouraged and animated 
(hereby, prepared to take the field. Expectation, says 
the wnter of the Stuyvesant manuscript — Expectation now 
stood on atilts. The world forgot to turn round, or rather 
stood fltiU, that it might witness the affray ; like a fat, 
ruund-bellied akiermau, watching the combat of Ivrv^ cU\- 



Tftlric flies ripon his jerkin. The eyei f4 $X\ 
Qgual in such esses, were turned vpon Pi 
The sun, like a little mtti in a crowd ait « 
scampered about the hcareBs, {K>pplii|p hia ki 
there, and endeavouring to ^et a peep betwee 
nerly ckmdi, that obtraded themselfies «o h 
historians filled their inkboms—tbe ptfttE i 
their dinaers, either that they asight bwj pap 
quiHs, or becanse th^ eotiki not gfet any d 
antiqaity scowled swlkily oat of its grave^ to 
dooe-^-while eren posterity stctod mate^ gazi 
ecstacy of retroapdction, on the eventful- field 

The inniiokrtal detties, who Abilene 1*4 %i 
the ^sfimir** of Troy^-now aaaanted ihA 
clouds, and sailed over the |>laia^ or mluglc 
fcombataats ia difierent di8gaik;«, aH itdfii 
finger ib the pie. iapiter sent off k^ thundcti 
coppdrsmitbi to have it fbrbishlM rip Ibr the 
sioB. Veaus swore by her chitetity skeM ] 
Kwedes ; and in semblance of a Uear*4yei| t 
the.battteiiieirts of Fort Chiistma, kccotnrpaAi 
as a seijeant's widow of cracked l«pBtatiok 
bttUy, IMars, stack swo liorse-piMob Snto hii 
deringit vosty -firelock, and gallantry swaggi 
elbow 88 a drunken oorporai-^whHe Apolk 
their rear as a bandy-legged fiier^ playing mod 
out ot tune. 

On the other side, the ox-eyed Juno, who 
pair of black eyes overnight, in one of her cui 
with old Jupiter, display^ her haughty beaut 
g^ge-waggon— Minerva, as a brawny gin-su 
up her skirts^ brandished her firets, and swor^ 
cally, in exceeding bod Dutch (tevlffg but \ 
Uite language), by way of keeping up the sphi 
diersj while Vulcan halted as a club-footed 
lately promoted to be a captain of militia^ i 
hoiror,tflr bUsfllft^ t^r^parrirtion ; war reared bit 
raashed loud hife irMi fiing^, and shook his dl 
oristting bayoftieCA. 

And BOW th^ mighty chieftabis niarshali 
hosts. Here iftMd stoat Risingh, firin as 
rocks— encrusted witik stocksdes, and entre 
chin ia nmA WUttVie^^— His artillery consi 
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lBfdi^«lji atid a caiTonade^ loaded to tbe muzzle, the totich- 
Mto pTHiied, and a wh»kered bombadier fertatioiied at 
teci 'Willi liglited tniitdi in hand, traiting the word. His 
^aKaiM ihfinlty iintid tbe breast-work in grim array, each 
bavteir Itia Attslachios fiercely greased, and bis hair poma- 
tttliMed hiitk, and queued so stIiQy that he gprinned above 
«te HMiiWrts like k grisly deatb^s bead. 

llMre csme-oa Ifce intiiepid Hard-koppie Piet, a second 
Bay4n!^ irilhovt fear or reproach— his brows knit, his 
fteHh d^ndied, hfa bl«iftfa held bard, rusliing on like ten 
thoMHUd Hfltowfa^p b«!ls of BaiAian. His faithful squir^ 
Vsni OofteMv tm^^fed valiantly at his heels. With hhi 
V«ifr|M goli&may bedecked with red and yellow ribands, 
Hft MtetefaMUMes of his ftttr mifttreaBes at the Maenbattocs. 
4lKa chme traddftng -on hi* sturdy comrades, swannfaig 
llhe Hie tnynHidons of Adiilles. There were tbe Van 
W^^Mb WmA ttut Van Dycks and the Teb EyGk»-4be Van 
NcHCB, the VaA I^Misels, the Van Grolls, tbe Van Hoessens, 
ifeTsB CHeMM^taathe Vati Blarcoms. The Van Warts, 
tkt Tmit VHAkles, the Van Dams, the Van Pelts, the 
Vift fttpperii^ and the Van Brunts. There wfere f he Van 
ifernes, the Vka Hoofc^ thfe Van Bonschotens, tbe Van 
taddot^ . the Van Alrsdaleb, and fbe Van Bummels. Tbe 
Vanikr BdCs, Che Vander Hbofs, and tbe Vkoder Voorts, th^ 
VandM* I^rns, the Vander Pools, and the Vander Spie^ 
|SMs$ tbel^ Ckme fbe HofFmans, tbe Hooghlands, the 
floptiers, the Cfoppers, the Ryckmans, the iDyckmans, 
Ibe HtfgibtttfmBkibe Rosebooms, tbe Ooth6u1s> the Qna^- 
in b oanis, the RociHhadEb, tbe Gbfrebmntzs, tii^ BeftsoMS, 
flie BftmWers, the Waldnnis, the Onderdonk^, the Varra 
Vangcn, the SdienHei^orns, the Stoatenbnrghs, tbe Mn* 
kcrfaofia, tiie BontecOus, the Knickerbockers, the flock- 
WiasBi'iB, fbe Ten Bteecheses, and the Tough BreecbttteH, 
WiA a host of more valiant Mrortfaies, whose names nre too 
enftbfed to be wtitteb, or if they could be WriCten, it would 
be fanpoafeible ibr man to utter-»«U fortitied with a mightjr 
ttnncr,- and to use the words of a great Dutch poet, 

_*( Brimfol of wrath and cabbage !*' 

F<lr an instllttt tbe mfgfaty Peter paused in the midst of 
Iris eare^r, and mbonting on a stump, addressed his troops 
in Hoqttent 1d# Dtttcb, esdiorting them to fight like duyvels^ 
snd assnring them, that if tfaey con«|uered they should get 
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plenty of booty ', if thoy fell, they should 

unparalleled satisfactiuii, while dying, of 

it was in the service of their country ; and 

dead, of seeing their names inscribed in 

renown, and banded down in company wi 

great men of the year, for the admirat 

Finally, he swoi^e to tliero, on the woixi of 

they knew him too well to donbt for a n 

he caught any mother^s son of them lookii 

ing craven, he*d curry his hide till be mad 

it like a snake in spring-time. Then lug^i 

sabre, be brandished it three times over b 

Van Gorlear to sound a tremendous cbar| 

the word ^ St. Nicholas and the Manhai 

ously dashed forwards. His warlike foil 

employed the interval in lighting their 

stack them in their mouths, gave a f\ 

charged gallantly under cover of the smob 

The Swedish garrison, ordered by the • 

not to fire until they could distinguish tb 

assailants* eyes, stood in horrid silence oi 

until the eager Dutchmen had ascended t 

did they pour into them such a tremenc 

the very hills quaked around, and were te 

an incontinence of water, insomuch that 

burst forth from their sides, which cout 

the present day. Not a Dutchman but v 

the dust beneath that dreadful fire, had n 

Minerva kindly taken care that the Swc 

and all, observe their usual custom of sh 

and turning away their heads, at the mon 

The Swedes followed up their fire, 

counterscarp, and falling toolb and nail «: 

furious outcries. And now might be 

valour, of which neither bbtory nor 

recorded a parallel. Here was beheld i 

Brinkerhoff brandishing his lusty quart 

terrible giant Blanderon his oak-tree (t 

carry any other weapon), and drumming 

upon the heads of whole squadrons of 

were the crafty Van Kortlandts, postet 

like the Locrian archers of yore, and 

potently with the long-bow, for which tli 
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renowned. At another place was collected on a rUins 
knoll the valiant men of Sin^-Sin^, who assisted marveu 
kmsly in tlie fight, by chaiiling forth the great 8on|]^ of St. 
Nicholas; but as to the Ganleuiers of Hudson, they 
were absent from the battle, having been sent out on a 
marauding party, to lay waste the neighbouring water- 
dmIoo patches. In a different part of the field might be 
seen the Van Grolls of Anttiony^s nose ; but they were 
horribly perplexed in a defile between two little hills, by 
reason or the length of their no!>e8. There were the Van 
Banscbotens of Nyack and Kakiat, so renowned for 
kicking with the left foot ; but their skill availed them little 
at present, being short 'of wind, in consequence of the 
hearty dinner they had eat^ : and they would irretrievably 
have been put to rout, had they not been reinforced by a 
gaOaut corps of Voltigeursy composed of the Hoppers, 
who advanced to their assistance nimbly on one foot. Nor 
must I omit to mention the incomparable achievements of 
Anthony Von Ck>rlear, who for a good quarter of an hour, 
waged stubborn fight with a little pursy Swedbh drummer, 
whose hide he drummed most magnificently; and had 
he not come into the battle with no other weapon but his 
trumpet, would infiillibly have put him to an untimely end. 

But now the combat thickened : on came the mighty 
Jacobus Varra Vanger, and the fighting men of the WalU 
abont ; after them thundered the Van Pelts of Esopns, 
together with the Van Rippers and the Van Brunts, bear- 
lag down all before them ; then the Suy Dams and the 
Van Dams, pressing forward with many a blustering oath, 
at tile head of the warrior^ of Hell-gate, clad in their 
thonder and lightning gaberdines ; and lastly, the standard- 
bearers and body-guards of Peter Stuyvesant, bearing the 
jreat beaver of the Manhattoes. 

And now commence the horrid din, the desperate 
Mruggle, the maddening ferocity, the frantic desperation, 
the Gonfuaion, and self-abandonment of war. Dutchman 
and Swede commingled, tugged, panted, and blowed. The 
heavens were darkened with a tempest of missives. Bang ! 
went the guns— whack ! struck the broadswords— thump ! 
went the cudgels— crash ! went the musket-slocks— blows 
*— kicks— cuffs — scratches — black eyes and bloody noses 
Hwelling the horrors of the scene ! Thwick-thwack, cut 
uud hack, helter-skelter, higgledy-pig^edly, huclcY-bvicVe^^ 

Y2 
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head over beds, rough ami tumlile '.— Duu 
swore the l>utchina tt spliticr and spl 
Swedes. — Storm the works ! sbontcd Ha 
Fire the miuc ! roared out stout KiNingh^ 
twaoigM the trumpet of Anthony Van C 
voice and sound became unintelligible j gn 
of Aurjb aodr shouts of triumph^ cpa 
hideous clamour. The earth sh(M)k aa i 
paraljtk stroke— trees shrunk aghast^ aoi 
aiglyt-i-^ucks buiTowed io the ground U 
cveo Chriitina-creek turned from its coon 
mountain in breathless terror. 

l/mg hung the contest doubtful; foi 
shower of rain» sent by the '* cloud comi 
^omc measure cooled their ardouf, as d 
water thrown op a group of fightini^ niasf 
bat pause for a roomenit, to return witii U 
cfaaife^ belabouring each other with hi 
bmiaef. Just at this juncture was seen 
column, of amoke^ slowly rolling towai 
Wtlet whidL for a while made even the fu 
to stay tjheir arms in mute astoniyluueujt ; 
a moment dispersing the murky cloudy 
^^lerepC emei^ged the flaunting trainer < 
Midiael ParW.. Tbis noble chieftain can 
leadiqf a soUd. phalanx of oyster-fed Pai 
reaiMo^ hehiod^ partly as a corp^ de ri 
to dlg^t tbe. enormous dinner they ha 
atujnly yeomen, nothing daunted, did 
fbrwafd, smvking their pipes w3th outra| 
as to raise Ibe awful cloud tliat has been 
marching exceedingly slow, being shor! 
great rotundity in tbe belt. 

And i)ow the protecting deities of t 
Am^itcrdam^ having uuthiukiiiji^ly left tbe 
into 1^ neighbouring taveiu to refresh \ 
pot oir beer, a direful catastrophe bad ^ 
to befel the Nederlaqders. Scarcely ha< 
of the pqi^san^ Paw attained the front 
the Swedes, instructed by the ciinuiiig B. 
shower of blows full at their tobacco pi 
at this unexpected- assouit, aiid totall 
seeing thftir vi\^ bvoVfLa^ the valiant U 
vast coufua'iou. A\tc«LA,^\XMC^\s^^\\\\»^> 
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drove of unwieldy elephants, they throw their own army 
in an uproar, bearin|i^ down a whole legion of little Hop- 
pers; the sacred banner, on which is emblazoned the 
^gantic oyster of Comraunipaw, is trampled in the dirt 3 
the Swedes plack up new spirits, and preying on their 
rear, apply their feet, d parte poste^ with a irigonr that pro- 
digiously accelerates tlieir motions \ nor doth the renowned 
Paw himself iail to receive divers grievous and dishonour- 
able visitations of shoe-leather ! 

But what, oh Muse ! was the rage of the gallant Peter, 
when iirom' afer he saw his army yield ? With a voice of 
thunder did he roar <after his recreant warriors, putting up 
such a war-whoop as did the stern Achilles, when the 
Trojan troops were on the point of burning all his galleys. 
The men of the Maiihattocs plucked up new couraee when 
they heard their leader ; or rather they dreaded his fierce 
displeasure, of which they stood in more awe than of all the 
Swedes in Christendom ; but the daring Peter not waiting 
for their aid, plunged sword in hand, into the thickest m 
the foe. Then did he display some such incredible 
adiievements as have never been known since the miracu- 
kms days of the giants. Wherever he went the enemy 
dnnnk before him ; with fierce impetuosity he pushed 
forward, driving the Swedes like dogs, into their own 
ditch ; but as he fearlessly advanced, the foe, like rushmg 
waves which close upon the scudding bark, thronged upon 
bis rear, and hung upon his flank with fearful peril. One 
erafky Swede, advancing warily on one side, drove bin 
dastard sword full at the hei-o's heart ; but the protecting 
power that watches over the safety of all great and good 
men, turned aside the hostile blade, and directed it to a 
side pocket, where reposed an enormous iron tobacco-box^ 
endowed, like the shield of Achilles, with supernatural 
powers, no doubt in conseqnence of its beiug piously 
decorated with a portrait of the blessed St. Nicholas. Thus 
was the dreadful blow re{H:lled, but not without occasioning 
to the great Peter a fearful loss of wind. 
. Like as a furious bear, when gored by woirying curs, 
turns fiercely round, gnashes his teeth, and springs upon 
the foe, so did our hero turn upon the treacherous Swede. 
The miserable varlet sought in flight for safety ', but the 
active Peter, seizing him by an immeasurable queue, that 
dangled ftt>m his head,— <* Ah, whoreson catec^Ux?* 
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HMuned hey ** bere is what sball, make dog^s meat c 
So sayini^, h« wiiirled bU trusty sword^ ainft mac 
that^wouid buve decapitated hiin, bad be> Uke '. 
half a hundred beadi^ bat that the pUyinj; ste< 
short* and shaved a qneue fur ever ftroii): his cro 
that very iiKNiienty a cuDqing anqnehnaiei^ perdM 
quqiaiit of a neig^bbouriiig mpiindy levelled, hi 
iiMllrmilfiii^ ^wi would have sent the gaUant Stoy 
wailinr ghost to haunt the Stygiaa shone^ had 
l9ra||Chf^l Miyenva, who had jiist stopped to, tl 
gvtev%. «^W' llpe great peril of her. ^fiounile d 
deipajMiedi old Boiieas with his beHowi^ who ill: 
Bjkk of tioH), just as the direftil mafecht desoende 
pap».pMre s^h a liMhgK blast as.- blew. all. the pria 
t|ie^0u#dirh9tlel 

Th«ahie iraged the horvid iigb^ iN(he» the stoalj 
snrveg^Vg tb«i haltJe firann the to^of a little aa^ 
mwiUhy^Wi^hinl troops banged^ heai^eQ, and* li 
the Mjiviqfphk: Feter. liangusge cannot deaci 
cholfff wil^ which he wiaa seized at the sjight. 
atpppejij^fiic t| moowent to. dishusden hioiflelf of fi 
tmld. anothewaa; and then drawing his iintm 
tUohip*, ^tri^dkd do^iB to the fiialdfof: eombnt, w 
^ofih th«wleiMg stddes ap Jupiter is said, by h 
hjn^e WkeH). vh^a. l«e strode doiwo the spheres to 
MHHidepholtf^ «t the TitanA. 

Vo »9Qaffc did thew tjKro rival heroes come iho 
than they, e^f^ made a prodigious starts such as 
by yoiif; most experienced, stagje champions. 1 
t^ itgm-d each other fan! a moment with bittsei 
U^e two f^vHoHs. rfin[L-cah9;0» the very point of a 
cU^wg.. Then didthoy. thj^o^i; them^cs in. one 
^hffP bi an^eri. striking theiu swAwd<uoii.the gvou 
on tho ri^l(Skle^.tfai9n on tho left ; at last|.ai ittli 
likfrfire. hundred 1|oh#9,oi» ftre ! Words; eaanol 
j^[fi4iffff»Qi streqgth.aiid! valour displayed on tbi 
encounter — an enooiviter^ covipaced- to, which 
failed htttUes of Ajax with Hector^ of .^eaa with 
Orlando wilih:Iiodp(P0i|t» Qq^l^of \y<>rwkk with-C 
the ]>iQe> 01* of th«tt lieaowaed W^bb knight, i 
of the Mountains mik the giltat Guyloa» wene aJ 
spor^ apd holiday recreations. At length the 
Feter»..watGlE|in||^ \kv^ o^^V^^K^'^^Vts^ aimed, a fieacf 
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rith the full intenlkni of cleavinf^ his adversary to the 
tcvy chine; but Risiugh, nimbly raising his sword, warded: 
i ^ ao aarrowly that, glaaciog ou one side, it shaved 
iV9f a hnga canteen that he always carried swang on one 
iidc ; Iheaca . puwuinj; ita trenchant course, it severed! 
iff n deep eoa|-|M>cfcet, stored with bread and cheese ; 
ill wluch dawties,, lohing amonie the armies^ oecaaiaiMMl< 
I Awful scrambling, between the Swedes and DuiehaMa, 
md VMuis the genanal baUle to nax ten tioKa More farions 
iMHiever^ 

Boraged tO: see his military stores tfana vofutty teidi 
safte, lh« stoot Eisin^ collecting all hia isnees, aimed a* 
nMdy blpw fiiH at the hero*s croti In vain did bin fiera» 
lilttf eoched hat oppose its course; the biting steel. clor» 
through the stubborn ram beaver, and' would' ndalKblyf 
bmne ciached faos crown, b«& that the skull waa of snch 
adamantine hardness that the brittle weapon shivered into. 
pieces, shedding a thousand sparhs, like beams, of ghMcy,. 
rannd his grisly visage. 

Stymied with the hk)w, the Yaliant Peter reeled, iumoA 
up Ips eyes, and beheki fitly thousand <suii8^ besides moons 
mdatars, demcing about the firmament: at length, mi«sin|^ 
kis; Iputingf l^. reason of his.w>oden leg,, down, he came 
m hif seat of homiur, withi a crash, (hat: shoolt the snr- 
■Mindfny hiU^ mid wo»ld iu&Utbly have wracked his ana* 
(omicB) aystem, had be mit been received into a cnshimt 
iotor Umn velvet, which Providence, or Minerva, on St. 
yicholnsy Of some kindly coir, had. benevolently prepaivd 
INT his ijeeeption. 

The furious Risingh, in. despite of that noble maxim* 
cherished by all true knights, that ** fair play is a jewel,** 
laatened to take advantage of the hero's fall ; but just as 
le was stooping to give the fatal blow, the ever vigilant 
iVtcr bestowed bim a sturdy thwack over the sconce, with 
lis wooden leg, that set some dozen chimes of bells ring- 
ng triple bobmajors in his cerebellum. The bewildered 
hrede staggered with the blow, and in the meantime the 
vary Peter, espying a pocket pistol lying hard by (which 
lad dropped from the wallet of his faithfiil squire and 
jrnmpeter, Van Corlear, during his furious encounter 
irith the drummer), discharged it full at the bead of the 
neding Risingh. Let not my reader mistakes-it was not 
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a mui'derous weapon loaded with powder and ball, but a 
little sturdy stone pottle« charged to the muzzle with a 
double dram of true Dutch courage, which the knowing 
Van Corlear always carried about him by way of reple- 
nishing hit valour. The hideous missire song throngh tin 
air, and true to it^ course, as was the mighty fragment oft 
rock discharged at Hector by bully Ajax, encountered thf 
huge head of the gigantic Swede with matchless violence. 

This heaven-directed blow decided the eventful battle 
The ponderous pericranium of General Jan Risingfa anal 
upon his breast ; his knees tottered under him ; a deaf hAi 
torpor seized upon his Titan frame, and he tumbled to thi 
earth with such tremendous violence that old Pluto startei 
with affright, lest he should have broken through the too 
of hb infernal palace. 

His fall was the signal of defeat and victory. Tin 
Swedes gave way— 4he Dutch pressed forward— the fbrme 
look to their heels— the latter hotly pursued. Some ea 
tered with them, pell mcU, through the sallyport— other 
stormed the bastion, and others scrambled over the cnrtaio 
Thus in a little while the impregnable fortress of For 
Christina, which, like another Troy, had stood a siege t 
full ten hours, was finally carried by assault, without Ih 
loss of a single man on either side. Victory in the likeocs 
of a gigantic ox-fly, sat percheil upon the cocked hat o 
the gallant Stuyvesant ; and it was universally declared 
by all the writers whom he hired to write the hirtory o 
bis expedition, that on this memorable day he gahled i 
sufficient quantity of glory to immortalize a dozen of tbi 
greatest heroes in Christendom ! 
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CHAP. YIII. 

kk ike Author and the Hsader, white repoatmp 
keUoHley fail into a vrni^ grave dieeoureo-^aftwr 
#• recorded the amduet i(f Peter St u yvemmt c^^fn 
hieVietor^ 

MKB to St. Nicfaob^ «e lutn safdjr ftnUbtd. liui 
diMiii battle: let us sit dovo^ my wqctligj^iBader, 
ol onreelvet) ion I mm. ia » lirodigpkMS tirMl and 
m. Trakf tUs figlrtiDi; oC btltles k hok iMrk! aad 

^roat comioAiulBn did but knon wshai traiilbte tiwj 
Hsir ]iistDriaii% they would ii(A lukve tke cpnieieiice 
ie^e flo Hiany. hmiiible ^ktorite. But metMnkal 
y reader oonplaiii> UhiIj thfongliont thjhi. hnaitud 
Ibere is. not the Inst •hnghlery noc a liaglQ iaA- 

laaiwBffH a me cxqapt the anhftppy Svcda» vbe 
ora of hifl €}neiie by the t;ntochaBt Made a£ P^ter 
latit; aH whjcfa, he ebsem-ea, iaaffraabatttrage'Oft 
iHly^ aad bi^Iily iajioriDua to. t\ie inteficst ol Ihc 

OB* 

iBi cei-taialijr aa ohsyeetkiii uToo Ultle noBMDl)v but it 
ntirely from tlie obscurity that eavehipea ihc fvmote 

of time, about which I haw uBdertakcn* to vnilc* 
liuttgh doubtless^ from.tbe inapovtanoe^of the oUect^ 
* prowess of the patties ooacernedy thei« must hatve 
enrible caruage aad paodigies of vakmr displayed 

the walls of Cbrisfeiiia ; yet, aetwithBtaadiny thai 
consulted every history, manuscript, and. tnditiou 
ig this nemunable, thoMgh loii([^ fongotteB haMit, I 
ind'menlionniade of a singjle bmui hilleder womidad 
whole affmr. 

is, without doubt, owing to. the extccoie fwliffty 
forefathers, who, like their descendanliy warf neiwr 
bo vaunt of their aohievementa ; but it is a viitue 
aces their hiBtorioa in a most embanRaasiug predica»* 

fur, haviu^. promised ray leaders a. hidaouii and 
ilel«d battle, and having worked, them up iuta-a 
3 and bloud.thirsiy state of mind, to pat them off 
t any. havuc and slaugliter was as bittea a dha^ 
teat as to sunmiuns a multitude of goad peopla to 
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attend an rxccutioii, aud then cruelly baulk them by a 
reprieve. 

Had the inexorable fates only allowed me some half a 
score dead men, I had been content; for I wouM have made 
them such horoes as abounded in the olden tim^ but whose 
race ia now unfortunately extinct. Any one o^ whom, il 
we may believe those authentic writers, the poets, could 
drive great armies like sheep before him, and conquer and 
desolate whole cities by his single arm. 

But seeing that I Iwd not a single life at my disposal, 
all that was left me was to make the most I could of my 
battle, by means of kicks and cuffs and braises, and such 
like ignoble wounds. And here I cannot but compare mj 
dilemma, in some sort, to that of the divide Milton, whO] 
having arrayed with sublime preparation his immortal 
hosts against each other, is sadly put to it, how to manage 
tbem, and how he shall make the end of his battle answei 
to the beginning; inasmuch as, being mere spirits, be can. 
not deal a mortal blow, nor even give a flesh wound tc 
any of his combatants. For my part, the greatest diffi- 
<ni1ty I found was, when I had once put my warriors in a 
passion, and let them loose into the midst of the enemy, 
to keep tliem from doing mischief. Many a time bad J 
to restrain the sturdy Peter, from cleaving a gigantic 
Swede to the very waistband, or spitting half a dosea 
little fellows on his sword, like so many sparrows. And 
when I had set some hundred of missives flying in the 
air, I did not dare to suffer one of them to reach the 
ground, lest it should have put an end to some unlu^y 
Dutchman. 

The reader cannot conceive how mortifying it is to be s 
writer, thus in a manner to have his hands tied, and hoir 
many tempting opportunities I had to wink at, where I 
might have made as fine a death blow as any recorded io 
history or song. 

From my own experience, I begin to doubt most potently 
of the authenticity of many of Homer^s stones, f verily 
believe that when he had once launched one of his favourite 
heroes among a crowd of the enemy, he cut down many bb 
honest fellow, without anyauthority for so doing, exceptia^ 
. that he presented a fair mark— and that often a poor deril 
was sent to ^rim Plulo*s domains, merely because he kd 
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7L name that would give a sounding turn to a period. But 
1 disclaim all such unprincipled libertit'S — let me but have 
truth and the law on my side, and no man would Aght 
harder tlmn myself : but since tlie various records I con- 
sulted did not warrant k, I had too much conscience to kill 
a su^le soldjer. By St Nicholas, but it would have been 
a pretty piece of business.. My enemies, the critics, who 
1 forest will be ready enough to lay any crime they can 
discover at my door, might have charged me with murder 
otttriglit; and 1 should have esteemed myself lucky to 
have escaped with no harsher verdict than manslaughter. 

And now, gentle reader, that we are tranquilly sitting 
down here smoking our pipes, permit me to indulge In a 
meiaiiGboly reflection which at this momeut passes across 
mymhid. How vain, how fleeting, how uncertain, are all 
tboae jga;udy bubbles after which we are panting and toiling 
in this world of fair delusions! The wealth which the 
miter has amassed with so many weary days, so many 
skepleas nights, a spendthrift heir may squander away 
in joyless pi-odigality . The noblest monuments which pride 
has ever reared to perpetuate a name, the hand of time 
wiU shortly tumble into ruins; and even the brighteit 
lanrelsy gained by feats of arms, may withei' and be for 
ever blighted by the chilling neglect of mankind. << How 
many iUiUtrious heix)es,*' says the good Boetius, ** who 
vere.ODce the pride and glory of the age, hath the silence 
<if historians buried in eternal oblivion !" And this it was 
that indu<aed the Spartans, when they went to battle, 
aolemnly to sacrifice to the muses, supplicating that their 
adui^vcments should pe worthily recoixled. Had not 
Homer tuned his lofty lyre, observes the elegant Cicero, 
the vatour of Achilles had remained unsung. And such 
tooy. after all the toils and perils be had braved, after all 
the gallant actions he had achieved, such too had nearly 
been the fate of the chivalric Peter Stuyvesant, but that I 
fortnnately stepped in and engraved his name on the in- 
delible tablet of history, just as the caitiff Time was silently 
brwshing it away for ever. 

The. more 1 reflect the more I am astonished at the 
impm'tant character of the historian. He is the sovereign 
ceniiir, to decide upon the renown or infamy of his fellow- 
■Mn. He is the patron of kings and conqueroi's, on whom 
it depends wheiber they shall live in after ages, or b« 
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foi|;ottcii «t were their imreHtors befbre tbcv. Tlie tynit 
BAy opproB wUle ttie object of hb tyrsimy exists ; Wt 
theliHtQiun p oso wc B superior ibigbty for Ins po«rcr at- 
tends ev«n beyond the fprmwe. Tbe diades of departed 
mmd lotts IbrcotteB heroes uniouriy bend down from 
■b ora , while he writcv, watching ^mA moyemettt of hb 
pen, wfaathcr it shall pan by their nainfes with neglect^ ir 
inscribe Hkhi on the denthteas pagoa of venowa. Ev* 
fhe^lron of ink that hangs lrcBibUn|r on his pea» winch he 
nwy dncr dash upon the floot^ or waste ia idle sL i a n tl ngs 
— that vary drop^ whidi to Idm is not worth the t n tn U A 

Cof a 6rthin|fy may be Of incalcofaihte ndne to aoae 
ricd worthy^-mayeleyate half n sooic^ in one Bumiiiili 
to InnMrtallty, wbowonld hmw given woiidi^ had (hey 
p oai M scd thCMy to insHre the glorions aneed. 

Let not my readers imagine, howerer, that I am hi- 
dWMaff in tain-giorions boastingsi or*am anorions to Ltuai 
Cm tne hnporlaoce of my tribe. On titt eortrary, I 
rfnrfaik «phMi I reaeet on the awflil reaponsiiiiUty w« Ui- 
torians a B WMM >— I shudder to thhik what direibi itmant 
tioAs and cakonities we occasion in the worM^»I awcar to 
thee, honest vaader, as I am a asan, 1 weep all the veiy 
idea! Dl^yi let me ask, are so many illwatriovB mat 
Mlv tearing thettiselTes away from the embnU9ti of their 
flunUiea'-si^ting the smilw of betoity^— deapiauiy the 
nllnMments of fwtune^ and exposfaig theou^vea to the 
nJMrkn of war ?— Why are kings desotattteg empties and 
4cpepiilating whole ooantries?<*^1n short, srlMt indaeis 
an |p«at BKn, of all ares and countriesi to I limit so 
mnny victories end mis&eds, and iniict no many nrismi 
«p0nUMUikind and on ih«mselvei» bnt the nere hope thit 
¥bineifiBtorlin will kindly take them Into noiiai^ andsd- 
«Ul4ftm tato a Gonier of his voloioe. For, in shmty de T 
«MRjF>objedt of all their toils, their hardshipa, andpH- f 
flMadi, is nothing but imm&tial yom^-^nd what b * 

toBlMirtni Anne? why, half a page of dirty pnper^— • ^ 

JUMit «ltt1 how hnmiliatidg the idea-^hat A^ wtum - 
of so sreat a man as Peter Stnyresant abonld dspod ^ 
apoli tie pen of so little a man as Diedilth Kniel»r- ^ 



\ 



Jbid fiow^ bating r efreshed onrselTes after the flrtigin 
•nd perils ef the field, it behores us to return once mm 
tOlhiaKMaciC conflict, and inquire what were the rwiKii 
of thia Tenowued ccm^^aX. tVik Vnta«8« of Clvistina bdi^ 
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metropoUsy and in a manner the kevtoNeir 
its capture was speedily followed by Ae entire 
on of the province. This was not a little pro* 
f the gallant and courteous deportment of the 
Peter. Though a man terrible In battle, yet in 
of victory was be endued with a spirit generom^ 
and humane.<*«-He vaunted uot over Ills enemies^ 
e make defeat more galling by unmanly insults : 
that mirror of knightly virtue, the renowned 
iriando, he was more anxious to do great actiom 
Jk of them after they were done. He put no maa 
ordered no houses to be burnt down ; permitted no 
he perpetrated on the property of the vanquished ; 
^ve one of his bravest officers a severe admo- 
1 his walking staff, for having been detected in 
sacking a hen-roost. 

reover issued a proclamation, inviting the inli^. 
submit to the authority of their high migfatl- 
lit declaring) with unexampled clemency, that 
efused should be lodged at the public expense, 
y castle provided for the purpose, and have an 
inue to wait on them in the bargain. In oonse- 
' these beneficent terms, about thirty Swedev 
lanfully forwai*d and took the oath of allwianoe ; 
for which they were graciously permitted to 
the banks of the Debiware, where theur descendr 
« at this very day. But I am told by divem 
travellers, that they have never been able t6 get 
hap^fallen looks of their ancestors, and do still 
ably transmit from fether to son manifest marks 
nd drubbing given them by the sturdy Amster- 

)le country of New-Sweden, having Ana yielded 
ns of the triumphant Peter, was reduced to « 
led South River, and placed, under the snperin- 
f a lieutenant-governor ; subject to the control 
>reme government at New-Amsterdam. .Thia 
itary was called Mynheer William Beekman, or 
il-man, who derived his surname, as did Ovidina 
fe, for the lordly dimensions of hi8\ioie, which 

z 
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prvQected from the centre of hb ouuuteoaiice, like llie bea 
of a parrot. He was ilie g^reat prof enitor of the tribe < 
the Beekmam, one of tfafc most audent and boiiounU» 
ftunUies of the proYince^ tiie members of which do grati 
fiiHy commemorate the orij^io of theur dijcnity, not asyw 
poUe &milies in Engkiod would do, by haFiiijs a glowui 
proboscis cmMazoned in their escutcheiMiy but by one an 
all wearing a right goodly nose, stuck in the ^ery midd 
of their faces. 

Thus was (his perilous enterprise gloriously terminate! 
vith the loss of only two men : Wolfert Van Home, 
tail spare many who was knocked oferboard by the boa 
of a slqop in a 6aw of wind ; and fat Brom Van BnmniH 
who was suddenly carried off by an indigestion : bot! 
howcirery were immortalized^ as having bravely fallea i 
the serrke of their country. True it is, Peter Stnyvoai 
had one of his limbs terribly fractured, being shattotad t 
pieces in the ad of storming the fortress ; but as it wi 
fortunately bis wooden leg, the wound was promptly ai 
effectnally healed. 

And now nothing remains to this bi-anch of my histor 
but to mention tluit this immaculate hero, and his victoi 
oas army, returned joyonnly tu the Maohattocs, mardhii 
under the shade of their laurels, a^ did the followers < 
young MalcoUn, under the moving forest of DunriBaa 
Thus did they make a solemn and triumphant entry inl 
New Amsterdam, bearing with them th^ oonquered R 
siagh, and the remnant of bis battered crew, wha hs 
refosed allegiance. For it appears tl^^t the fpigantic SM 
liad only fidlen into a swoon, at the end of the battle, tro^ 
^ i bcacc be was speedily restored by a whokaome tweak « 
the nose. 

These captive heroes were lodged, according to (h 
promise of the governor, at the public expense^ in a ^ 
and spacious castle ; beSfg the prispn of atate, of wliirl 
SbaSei Brinkerhoff, t^e immoital conqueror of Optfi 
Bay, was appointed governor ; and which has ever siflfy 
remained in the possession of bis desoeudants.^^ 

• 

« This castle, though very much altered and modcnised* it lii 
In being-, and stand* at the corner 0/ Fesrl-sUrcct, fKiag Cotslifi 
slip. 
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It was « pleasiiiit and gwwlly Ki^it to witiiMs iite jiff of 
10 pe«>ple of New Amsterdam, at beholding tlieir War* 
ion iiBce more returned from this war in the wiMemess. 
fhe old women thronged round Anthony Van Corlear, 
vIb fCUTt the whole history of the campaign with matdi- 
•H accuracy ; Raving that he took the credit of fightiaf^ 
kit whole battle himself, and especially <»f vanquishing the 
itont Risingh, which he considered himself as clearly 
mtitled tOy seeing that it was effected by his own stone 
peUle. 

The schoolmasters throughout the town gave holiday 
la their little urchins, who followed in droves after th<a 
fans, with paper caps on their heads, and sticks in their 
Iraecfaesy thus taking the first lesson in the art of war. 
A» to the sturdy rabble, they thronged at the heels of 
Mar Stnyresant wherever he went, waving their greasy 
kitai in the au*^ and shouting ** Hard-koppig Piet for 
werr 

It was, indeed, a day of roaring root and jubilee. A 
Imge dinner was prepared at the Sadthouse in honour of 
the conquerors, where were assembled in one glorious con- 
rteUntioiiy the great and the little luminaries of ^New-Am- 
liardam. There were the lordly schout and his obsequi- 
iMi depnty— the burgomasters with their officious schepens 
■ft flior elbows.— the subaltern officers at the elbows of the 
3 and so on, to the lowest grade of Ulustrions 
of police ; every tag having his rag at his side, 
to ftaiih hb pipe, drink off his heel-taps, and laugh at his 
flights of immortal dullness. In short, for a city feast is a 
csty feast all the world over, and has been a city feast ever 
tauce the creation ; the dinner went off much the' same as 
do oar gi'eat corporation junketings, and fourth of July 
baaquets. Loads oi fijih, flesh, and fowl, were devoured, 
oceans of liquor drunk, thousands of pipes smoked, and 
asaoy a dull joke honoured with much obstreperous fat- 
ndbd laughter. 

1 must not omit to mention, that to this far famed 
'vicrtory Peter Stuyvesant was indebted for another of his 
many titles 5 for so hugely delighted were the honest 
burghers with his achievements, that they unanimously 

x2 
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boaovred him with the name of Pieitr de Chvodi 
to say^ Peter the Great, or, as it was translatec 
people of New Amsterdamy Piet dt Pig — au ap] 
which be maintained even unto the day of his deat 
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'BOOK SEVENTH. 

▲miNG THE THIRD PART OF THE RRIGM OP 
R THE HEADSTRONG — HIS TROUBLES WITH THE 
I8H HATION ; AHD THE DECLINE AND FALL OF 
THE DUTCH DYNASTY. 



CHAP. 1. 

> Peier Stuyttetwni rdieved the Sovereign Peoph 
'. the burthen of takinz care of the Nation — with 
wndry particulars of his conduct in time of Peace. 

IB history of the reigrn of Peter Stuyvetant furnisheBa 
Dcholy picture of the incessant cares and rexatiuns in- 
rable from govemment; and may serve as a solemn 
iug to all who ai^ ambitious of attaining^ the seat of 
sr. Though crowned with victory, enriched by con- 
ty and returning in triumph' to his metropolis, his ex>- 
:ion was checked by beholding the sad abuses that had 
n place during the short interval of his absence. 
ie populace, unfortunately for their own comfort, had 
n a deep draught of the intoxicating cup of power, 
ng the reign of William the Testy ; and though, upon 
ircession of Pctet* Stuyvesant, they felt, with a certiin 
nctive perception, which mobs as well as cattle pos- 
, that the reins of government had passed into strooger 
Is y yet could they not help fretting, and chafing^ and 
nping upon the bit, in restive silence. 
: seenns by some strange and inscrutable fatality, to be 
destiny of most countries (and more especially of your 
ghtened republics), always^to be governed by the most 
>mpetent man in the nation 3 so that yon will scarcely 
1 an individual throughout the whole conmmnity, but 
) will detect to you iilnumerable errors in administnu 
D, and convince you in the end, that had he been at the 
id of a^Tairs, matters would have gone on a thousand 
ics more prosperously. Strange ! that governineat, 
lich seems to be so generally understood, shouVl vciNiy. 
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rkiAf be m erroneously mdminittered — ^strang^c 
talent of legislation, so prodigally bestowed, 
denied to the only man in the nation to whose s 
requisite ! 

Thus it was in the present instance, not a mai 
lierd of pseiido-politicians in New-Amsterdam, I 
oracle on topics of state, and could have direc 
affairs incomparably better than Peter Stuyvei 
so aevere was the old governor in his dispositii 
would never suffer one of the multitude of able < 
by whom he was surrounded, to intrude his m 
save the country from destruction. 

Scarcely, therefore, had he departed on his 
af[ainst the Swedes, than the old factiou of Willi 
reign began to thrust their heads above wat 
gather together in political meetings, to disc 
state of tl^ nation.*' At these assemblages the b 
masters and their officious schepens made a ver 
able figm*e. These worthy dignitaries were no 
fat, well fed, tranc^uil magistrates, that presic 
peaceful days of Wouter Van Twiller. On the 
being elected by the people, they formed in a 
sturay bulwark between the mob and the admi 
Tliey were great candidates for popularity, and 
advocates for the rights of the rabble ; resemblin 
terested zeal the wide-mouthed tribunes of auci 
or those virtuous patiiots of modern days, em 
denominated <* the friends of the people.^ 

Under the tuition of these profound politic 
astonishing how suddenly enligbteued the swii 
tude became, in matters above their compi 
Cobblers, tinkers, and tailora, all at once felt \ 
inspired, like those religious idiots in the glorioi 
monkish illumination j and, without any previou 
experioace, 'became instantly capable of directii 
movements of government. Nor must I ueglec 
tion a number of superannuated, wrong-he 
burghers, who had come over when boys, in the c 
Cfoede VrouWf and were held up as infallible < 
the enlightened mob. To suppose that a mai 
helped to discover a country did not know how i 
be governed, was preposterous in the extreme, 
bare been ^emca as muc^ a heresy as, at tl 
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juestion the political talent and universal infaU 
>f our old « heroes of *7G**— «nd to doubt that 
bad fought for a ^vemment, however stupid he 
aturally be, was not competent to fill any station 

» 

s Peter Stuyvesant had a singular inclination to 
Ills province without the aflsistauce of his subjects, 
liglily incensed on his return to find the factions 
ace they had assumed during; his absence. His 
asure, therefore, was to restore perfect order, by 
ng the dignity of the sovereign people, 
cordiugly watched his opportunity, and one even- 
en the enlightened mob was gathered together, 
to a patriotic speech from an inspired cobbler, the 
Peter, like his great namesake of all the Russias, 
ce appeared among them, with a countenance suf- 
3 petrify a mill-stone. The whole meeting was 
into consternation — the orator seemed to hare 
a paralytic strake in the very middle of a sublime 
, and stood aghast with open mouth and tremblinz 
'hilst the words horror I tyranny ! liberty ! rights 1 
eath ! destruction ! and a deluge of other patrio- 
les, came roaring from his throat, before he had 
I close his lips. The shrewd Peter took no notice 
bulking throng around him, but advancing to the 
bully ruffian, and drawing out a huge silver watch, 
ight have served in times of yore as a town- clock, 
:h is still retained by his descendants as a family 
, requested the orator to mend it, and set it going, 
tor humbly confessed it was utterly out of his 
s he was unacquainted with the nature of its con- 
. ** Nay, but," said Peter, " try jfour ingenuity, 
m see all the springs and wheels, and how easily 
siest hand may stop it, and pull it to pieces -, and 
lid it not be equally easy to regulate as to stop 
e orator declarcxl that his trade was wholly dir- 
le was a poor cobbler, and had never meddled 
atch in his life. That there were men skilled in 
vhose business it was to attend to those matters ; 
is part, he should only mar the workmanship, and 
whole in confusion— *< Why, harkee, master of 
Tied Peter, turning suddenly upon him, with a 
uce that almost -|>etrificd the patcher of shoes into 
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nlcBi lo acddlc with 
■Vf^ttlale «ad correcty 
m ooMplicaled ■wrhwp, tke priaci- 
plesof whidi are above tky c wf e heo Moa, and iU sib- 

too subtle for thy amdcrrtanittng, whca 
■ot comet a tiifiaf cnor m a coohboo piece of 
tbe whole layitery of which is open to thy ui- 
rith thee to the leather and atooe, 
caBblcms of thy head; cobble thy aboeB» aad 
thyself to the vocmtioa far whkh heaven has fitlfld 
thee— Botr elciratiii; hia Yoioe wtH it made tbe wdkiB 
wmg9 ** if ever I catch thee^ or any of thy tribe^ mcddfing 
a^aia with the affaira of gormiawaa by St. Nicbofaw, 
bat ril have every mother's fattrtard of ye fleaM alivc^ and 
yoar hides stretched lor draan bradsj tbit ye may tbeaoe 
iwth make a ooise to some purpose !" 

Tbis threat, and the tremendons voice in which it wai 
nttcnd, cansed tbe whole mnhitnde to qaake with fear 
Tbe hair of tbe orator rose on bis bead like hia own swine^i 
brwtlesy and not a knight of the thimble prennt bat ha 
heart died within him, and be fdt aa thongb be conid imn 
verily escaped throogh the eye of a nsedle. 

Bnt thongb this measure prodaced tbe desirad effect ■ 
redacing the commaoity to order, yet it tended to iajm^ 
tbe popnlarily of tbe great Peter among the ealigfataMJS 
vnlgar. Many accused him of entertaining highly ariita 
cratic sentiments, and of leaning too mndi in fiivoor o 
tbe patricians. Indeed there appeared to be aome groaadi 
for such ao accusation, as be always carried himself wid 
a very lofty soldier-like port, and was somewhat particalai 
in bis dress ; dressing himself, when not in nnifbrm, ii 
simple but rich apparel ; and was especially noted fo 
having bis sound leg (which was a very eomaiy oaf 
always arrayed in a red stocking and higb-beded shoi 
Thongfa a man of great simplicity of manners, yet thcf 
was something about him that repelled rude tamiUarit] 
while it encouraged frank, and even social intercourse. 

He likewise observed some appeiurance of court cen 
mony raod etiquette. He received the common da 
of visitors on the stoop* before his door, according 1 
the custom of our Dutch ancestors. But when visitn 

* Ph>perly spelled «toeb : the porch commonly built in frost 
Dnicb hoQset, with beach«« on each side. 
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re formally received in bis parlour, it was expected 
J would appear in clean linen \ by no mJeand to be 
e-fboted, and always to take their bats off. Ou public 
:»sions be appeared with great pomp of equipage (for, 
Tothyhis station required a little show and dignity), and 
UjTS rode to church in a yellow waggon with flaming red 
eek. 

Hicse symptoms of state and ceremony occasioned con- 
erable discontent aoiong the vulgar. They iiad been 
■rtomed to find easy access to their former govei'nors, 
I in particular had lived on terms of extreme familiarity 
h William the Testy. They therefore were very impa» 
it of these dignified precautions, which discouraged 
usion. But Peter Sftuyvesant had his own way of 
iking in these matters, and was a stanch upholder of 
dignity of office. 

le always maintained that government to be the least 
»ular, which is most open to popular access and con- 
; and that the very brawlers against coui't ceremony, 

the reserve of men in power, would sbdn despise 
rs among whom they found even themselves to be of 
lequence. Such, at least, lu(d been the case with the 
iini$tration of William the Testy ^ who, bent on making 
s^f popular, had listened to every mata^s advice, suf. 
^ every body to have admittance to his person at all 
TB 5 and, in a word, treated every one as his thorough 
al. By this n^eans every scmb politician and pub- 
NMy-body was enabled to measure wits with hhn, and 
ind out the true dimensions, not only of his person, 

bis mind. — And what g^eat man can stand such 
tiny ? 

: is the mystery that envelops great men, that gives 
a half their greatness. We are already inclin^ to 
k highly of those who hold themselves aloof from our 
nination. There is likewise a kind of superstitious 
rence for office, which leads us to exaggerate the 
its and abilities of men in power, and to suppose ihaX 
• must be constituted different from other men. And, 
ed, faith is as necessary in politics as in religion. It ^ 
iinly is of the first importance, that a country should 
overned by wise men ; but then it is almost equally 
Nrtant, that the people should believe them to be wise \ 
h» belief alone ean produce willing subordinatiou. 
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To keep up, therefore, this' deiirable conAilence 

mlcrt} the people shoald be allowed to see as little ' 

them as possible. He who jrains access to cabinets sot 

finds out by what foolishness the world is governed, i 

discovers tlut there is quackery in lefrislation, as well 

in every tiring else ; that many a measure, wbidi is so 

posed by the million to be the result of great wisdom ai 

deep deliberatbn, is the effect of mere chance, or perba 

of hair-brained experimetit. — That rulers have their whii 

and errors as well as other men, and after all are not 

wonderfully superior to their fellow-creatures as he at fii 

imagined ; since he finds that even bis own opinions ha 

had some weight with them, llius awe subsides into co 

fidence, confidence inspires familiarity^ and (amitiari 

produces contempt. Peter Stuyvesant, on the contrai 

by conducting himself with dignity and loftinessy w 

looked up to with great reverence. As he never gave 1 

reasons for any thing he did, the public always gave h 

credit for very profound ones. Every movement, howei 

intrinsically unimportant, was a matter of speculation ; a 

his very red stockings excited some respect^ m being 4 

ferent from the stockings of otl^r nAsn. 

To these times may we refer the rise of family pride 
aristocratical dutinctions ;* and indeed I cannot but I 
back with reverence to the early planting of tboae mi' 
Dutch families, which have taken such vigorous root, 
branched out so luxuriantly in our state. The blood i 
lias flowed down uncontaminated thi-ough a success* 
Nteady, virtuous generations, since the tiroes of the 
archs of Commuuipaw, must certainly be pui'e and v 
And if 80, then are the Van Rcuse'lears, the Van 7 
the Van Homes, the Rutgers^ the Bensons, tlie F 
hoffs, the Schcrmerboriis, and all the true descew 
the ancient Pavouians, tbts only legitimate nobility 
lords of the soil. 

I have been led to mention thus particularly 
authenticated claims of our genuine Dutch fan 
cause I have noticed with great sorrow and vexs 

* Id a work published many years after tlie time hei 
(iQ 1701, by C. W. A. M.) it is mentioned that Frederick 
counted the richest Mvnhecr in New-York, and wa^ 
whole hogsheads of Indian money or wam))um ; and h 
dsoghter, who, according to ths Dntch custom, sho 
equally. 
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they hare been somewhat elbowed aside in latter dayg, by 
fiHvi^ intnidci*s. It is really astonishing to behoM how 
many JH'eat families bare sprung up of late years, who 
^de themselves excessively on the score of ancestry. 
Thas- be who can look up to his father without humilia- 
tion assumes not a little importance— he who can safely 
talk of bis grandfather is still more vain -glorious— but lie 
who can kiok to his great grandfather without blusliinff is 
absolutely intolerable in his pretensions to family. — ^Biess 
«s ! what a piece of work is here, between these mushrooms 
of an hour and these mushrooms of a day ! 

But from what I have recounted in the former part of 
tbb chapter, I would not have my readers imag^e that the 
great Peter was a tyrannical governor, ruling his subjects 
with a rod of iron— on the contrary, where the dignity 
of authority was not implicated, he abounded with gene- 
rosity and courteous condescension. In fact he really 
believed, though 1 fear my more enlightened republican 
readers will consider it a proof of his ignorance and illi- 
berality, that in preventing the cup of social life from 
being clashed with the intoxicating ingredient of politics, 
be promoted the tranquillity and happiness of the people 
— «nd by detaching their minds from subjects which they 
xmld not understand, and which only tended to inflame 
heir passions, be enabled them to attend more faithfully 
nd industriously to their proper callings ; becoming more 
leful citizens, and more attentive to their families and 
rtanes. 

80 far from having any unreasonable austerity, he 
l^ted to see the poor and the labouring man rejoice, 
d lor this purpose was a great promdter of holidays and 
Iriic amusements. Under his reign was first introduced 
custom of cracking eggs at Paas or JEaster. New* 
r*s Day was also observed with extravagant festivity- 
ushered in by the ringing of bells and firing of guns, 
ry bouse was a temple of the jolly god.' Oceans of 
ry brandy, true Hollands, and mulled cider, were set 
it on the occasion ; and not a poor man in town but 
3 it a point to get drunk, out'of a principle of pure 
)my — taking in liquor enough to serve him for half a 
afterwards. 
would have done one's heart good also to have teen 
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the valiant Peter, sestted among the old burghers 

wives of a Saturday afteru«)on, under the great 

spread their shade over the Battery, watching t 

men and women as they danced on the green. 

would smoke his pipe, crack his joke, and foi^ 

ged toils of war in the sweet oblivious festivities • 

He would occasionally give a nod of approbation 

of the young men who shufflefl and kicked most vi 

and now and then give a hearty smack, in all h 

sonly to the buxom lass that held out longest, 

down all her competitors, wbich he considered as 

proofs of her being the best dancer. Oiice it it 

harmony of the meeting was rather interrupted. 

vronw, of g^reat figure in the gay world, and win 

lately come from Holland, of course led the fa 

the city, made her appearance in not more thi 

dozen petticoats, and those too of most alarmii 

ness. — A universal whisper ran through the ai 

the old ladies all felt shocked in the extreme, tli 

ladies blushed and felt excessively for the ** poo 

and even the govei'nor himself was observed to b 

troubled in mind. To complete the astooishmei 

good folks, she undertook, in the course of a 

describe some astonishing figures* in algebra, whicl 

learned from a dancing master in Rotterdam. — 

she was too animated in flonrishiMg her feet, or 

some vagabond Zephyr took the lit>erty of obtrv 

services, certain it is, that in the courseof a gran 

tiou which would not have disgraced a modern bt 

she made a most unexpected display>^whereat tl 

assembly was thrown into great admiration, sever 

country members were not a little moved, and t 

P^er himself, who was a man of unparalleled i 

felt himself grievously scandalized. 

The shortness of the female dresses^ which hat 
nned in fashion ever since the days of William Ki< 
long offended his eye ^ and though extremely ai 
meddling with the petticoats of the ladies, yet he 
diately recommended that every oue should be ft 
with a flounce to the bottom. He likewise orde 
the ladies, and indeed the gentlemen, should nse i 
step in dancinf^ thian shuffle and turn, and double I 
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mACf under pain of bis high diipleamre, apy young 
snceforth to attempt what was termed, « exbibititg 



i were the only restrictions )ie ever hnpoted upon 
, and these were considered by them as tyramncal 
ions, and resisted with tliat becoming spirit always 
ted by the gentle sex whenever their privileges are 
. — In fact, Peter Stnyvesant plainly perceivedy 
le attempted to push the matter any further, there 
iger of their leaving off petticoats altogether ; so, 
wise man expei ienced in the ways of women, be 
peace, and suffered them erer after to wear theur 
its and cut their capers as hig^ as they pleased. 



CHAP. II. 

*eter Siuyvesant was much molested by the Most" 
*8 of the Ecut, and the Giants of Merrp-kmd / 
a- dark and horrid Conspiracy was carried on 
British Cabinet against the prosperity qf the 
Manhattoes, 

re now approaching towards the crisis of our worky 
be not mistaken in my forebodings we shall have 
of business to despatch in the ensumg chapters, 
jpith some commnuities as it is with certain med- 
individuals, they have a wonderful fgicility at 
into scrapes ; and I have always remarked, that 
-e most liable to get in, who have the least talent 
ng out again. This is, doubtless, owing to the 
e valour of those states ; for I have likewise un- 
it this rampant and ungovernable quality is always 
iruly where most confined, which accounts for its 
ng so amazingly in little states, little men, and 
lie women more especially. 

, when one reflects that the province of the Mas* 
though of prodigious Importance in the eyes of its 
nts and its historian, was really of no very great 
ence in the eyes of the rest of the world ; that it 
little wealth or other spoils to reward the trouble 
ling it, and that it bad nothing to expect from 

A A 
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uinic irantoDly iuto war, sare an exceediii|r pmd b«Uiii|^ 
OB pondering these things, I ny, one would otteri) 
despair of fimliD^ in its history either battle or bloodahed 
or any oiher of those calamities which give importaoce U 
a oat ion, and entertainment to the reader. But, on tk 
contrai7, we find, so valiant is this provioce, that k ha 
ah-eady drawn opon itself a host of enemies j liaa had a 
DMiny hutfeiings as would gratify the ambition of the bm» 
warlike nation ; and is, in sober sadness^ a rtry ferlon 
distressed, and woe-begune little province ;— all which wai 
no doubt, kindly oi*dered by Providence, to give intCKi 
and sublimity to this pathetic history. 

But I forbear to enter into a detail of the pitifiil na 
raudings and barassments that for a long while' after tb 
victory on the Delaware^ contioned to insult the dignity 
and disturb the repose of the Nederlanders. Suffice i 
in brevity to say, that the implacable hostilihr of th* 
people of the east, which had so miraculously been nic 
vented from breaking out, as my readers must mmniMiir 
by the sudden prevalence of witchcraft, and the dimon 
siuns in the council of Amphyctions, now again displaycil 
itself in a thousand grievous and bitter scouriogs upon th 
borders. 

Scarcely a month passed but what the Dntch settle 
ments on the frontiers were alarmed by the sudden appear- 
ance of an invading army from Connecticut. This wooM 
advance resolutely through the country, like a pniMU^ 
caravan of the deserts, the women and children mounted 
in carts loaded with pots and kettles, as though thej 
meant to boil the honest I>utchmen aliv^ and devoai 
them like so many lobsters. At the tail of these caiti 
would stalk a crew of long-limbed, lank-sided varieta, with 
axes on their shoulders, and packs on their backs, rew* 
lately bent upon improvv^ the country in despite of ik 
proprietors. These, settling themselves down, wouM ini 
short time completely dislodge the unfortunate NederiM- 
ders, elbowing them out>of those rich bottoms and ftrtft 
valleys in which our Dutch yeomanry are so ftunous Ih 
nestling themselves; for it is notorious, that w heic fW 
these shrewd men of the east get a footing, the hoMil 
Dutchmen do gradually disappear, retiring slowly, likelhl 
Indians before the Whites, being totally disoomfited hf *t 
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itXkxogi schafferin^, swapping, bargaining disposition of 
their new neighbours. 

All these andacions infringements on the tciTitorics of 
tlieir bigh migbtinesses were accompanied, as has liefore 
beeo hinted, by a world of rascally brawls, rib-roastiiigs, 
Md bfiiidlings, which would doubtless "have incensed (he 
▼alieiit Peter to wreak immediate chastisement, had be 
flot ftt Ihe very same time been perplexed by distressing 
Hcomits from Mynheer Beckman, who commanded the 
territoriei at South riTcr. 

Hie restless Swedes, who had so graciously been suf- 
fered to remain about the Delaware, ah eady began to 
ihow 8t]gi»of mutiny and disaffection. But what was 
worsey ft peremptory claim was laid to the whole territory, 
9M the rig^htfiil property of Lord Baltimore, by Fendal, a 
c hi dn iai M who lired over the colony of Maryland, or Men- 
rf-hmdy «b it was anciently called, because the inhabitants, 
■ot InrVing the fear of the Lord before their eyes, were 
DOtorioiisly prone to get fuddled and make merry with 
nint-jelep and apple-toddy. Nay, so hostile was thi* 
buRy Feudal, that he threatened, unless his claim were 
Itt s tiint ly complied with, to march incontinently at the 
head of ft potent force of the roaring boys of Merry-land, 
.fofcther with a great and mighty train of giants, who in- 
ftrted the banks of the Susquehannah ;* and to lay waste 
md depopulate the whole country of South ritei*. 

By tiiis it b manifest, that this boasted colony, like all 
gfeftt ftcquisttions of territory, soon became a gi-eater eril 
to the conqueror than the loss of it was to the conquered, 
Kbd caused greater uneasiness and trouble than all the 
tenritory of the New Netherlands besides. Thjis Provi. 

* We find very carious and wonderful accounts of these Rt range 

^(who wert doubtless the Sacestors of the present Mary. 
) onde by Master filariot, in his interesting history. ** The 
SaMMfOBahaoockSt*' observes be, " are a giantly people, strangle in pro- 
twttloB. behaviour, and attire ; their voices souadiog from thetn as if 
•el«facav«. Their tobacco-pipes were three quarters of a yard 
latewaarved at theffreatend witn a* ' ' ' .. i> • ^ 



great end witn a bird, beare, or other device suf- 
Hdiat to beat out the braines of a horse (and how many asses' braines 
•M beaten out, or rather men's braines tmolced out, and asses' hinins 
feiM hi, by our lesser pipes at home.) The calfe of one of Ibeir 
Iqqns was saearored three quarters of a yard about, the rest of hit 
lif^ propwtioaable." 

Mcuier HarioVs Joum. Purck. Pil, 

A A ^ 
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dAice wigely ordcn that oae evil shall balance auolha 
The conqueror who wrests the property of his neigbbomi 
who wrongs a nation and desolateH a countryy thoagh h 
may acquire increase of empire, and immortal Imni^ yc 
insures his own inevitable punishment. He takes to huB 
self a cause of endless anxiety — ^be incorporates with hi 
late sound domain a loose part— a rotten, disaffectei 
member; which is an exhaustless source of internal tree 
son and disunion, and external altercation and hostility w-» 
Happy is that nation, which, compact, united, loyal in. ml 
its parts, and concentrated in its strength, aedcs no idl< 
acquuition of unprofitable and ungovernable territoryii>< 
whicht content to be prosperous and happy, has no aiiibi 
tion to be great. It is like a man well organized in al 
bis system, sound in health, ami full of vigour ; uninoim 
bered by useless trappings, and fixed in an anshaken atti- 
tude. But the nation, insatiable of territory, wboM 
domains are scattered, feebly united, and weakly organiied 
is like a senseless miser sprawling among golden stores, 
open to every attack, and unable to defend the riches he 
vainly endearours to overshadow. 

At the time of receiving the alarming dispatches firoa 
South river, the great Peter was busily employed in qoell- 
iug certain Indian troubles that had broken oat aboat 
EHopos, and was moreover meditating how to relieve Im 
eastern borders on the Connecticut. Hc^ however, sent 
word to Mynheer Beck man to be of good heart, to maintiia 
incessant vigilance, and to let him know, if matters wore 
a more threatening appearance j in which case he wobU 
incontinently repair with his warriors of the Hudson to 
spoil the merriment of thetie Merry-landers; for be 
coveted exceedingly to have a bout, hand to hand, with soow 
half a score of these giants — having never enooontered a 
giant in his whole life, unless we may so call the stoat 
Risingh ; and he was but a little one. 

Nothing further, however, occurred to molest the fats* 
quillity of Mynheer Beckman and his colony. FMsI 
and his myrmidons ramained at home, carousing it sousdijr 
upon hoe-cakes,' bacon, and mint-julep, and nunihig 
horses, and fighting cocks, for which they wtare gioslly 
renowned. At hearing of this, Peter Stajrvesant was voy 
well pleased ; for, notwithstanding his indtnatios li> 
ni^sure we\x]po\\% vr'\\.Vv \.Vic«e monstrous men of the iist* 
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^■elMUinalH yet he had already as much empIoymcDt nearer 
home as he could turn bis hands to. Little did lie think^ 
vorlhy loal) that this southern calm was but the deceitful 
lirelude to a most terrible and fatal storm then brewing, 
wluch was soon to burst forth and overwhelm the unsus- 
ip^ctiof city of New Amsterdam ! 

fiow 90 it was, that while this excellent governor was 
piWiag his little senate laws, and not only giving them, 
rat enforcing them too—while he was incessantly travel- 
Umg the rounds of his beloved province — posting from 
flmce to place to redress grievances, and while busy at one 
CMver of his dcmiinions, all the rest getting into an 
Vfroar ;— «t this very time, I say, a dark, and direful plot, 
W hatchiBg against him, in that nursery of monstrous 
fnoectsy the British cabinet. The news of his achieve- 
QMttts on the Delaware, according to a sage old bistoriau 
•^ N«w- Amsterdam, had occasioned not a little talk and 
■unrel ki the courts of Europe. And the same profound 
writer assures us, that the cabinet of England began to 
tatcrtain great jealousy and uneasiness at the increasing 
power of the Manhattoes, and the valour of its sturdy 
y<eott)aQry. 

AgaotSy the historian observes, were sent by the Am- 
phf ctioaic council of the east, to entreat the assistance of 
the Ba'itish cabinet in subjugating this mighty province. 
lord Sterling also asserted his right to Long-Island ; and, 
at the same time, Loixl Baltimore, whose agent, as has 
hcea before mentioned, had so alarmed Mynheer Beck- 
anin^ laid his claim before the cabinet, to the lands of 
Sooth River, which he complained wei'e unjustly and 
forcibly detained from him, by these daring usurpers of the 
Nieaw Nederlandts. 

Thus did the unlucky empire of the Manhattoes stand 
in imminent danger of experiencing the fate of Poland, 
and being torn limb from limb to be shared among its 
parage neighbours. But while these rapacious powers 
were wlietting their foogs, and waiting for the signal to 
foU tooth and nail upon this delicious little fat Dutch 
eaptre ; the lordly lion who sat as umpire, all at once 
laid his mighty paw upon the spoil, and settled the claims 
oi all parties by granting none of them. For we are totd, 
that his majesty, Charles the Second, not to be perplexed 
by aiQnstuig these several preteosionsy made a present of 
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a Iaf|^ tract of North America, including the province oi 
New Nederlandts, to his brother the Duke of York-^« 
donation truly loyal, since none but great monarchs have 
a ri^ht to give away what does not belong to them. 
' Tliat this munificent gift might not be merely nominal, 
hn majesty, on the 13th of March, 1664, ordered that an 
armament should be forthwith prepared, to inva^ the 
city of New-Amsterdam by land and water, and put his 
brother in complete possession of the premises. 

Thus critically are situated the affairs of the New 
Netherlanders. The honest burghers, so far from thinking 
of the jeopardy in which their interests are placed, are 
fvoberly smoking their pipes, and thinking of nothing al ail 
-—the privy counsellors of the province are at this moment 
snoring in full quorum, like the drones of five hunted 
bagpipes ; while the active Peter, who takes all the labour 
of thinking and acting upon himself, is busily devisinj^ 
some method of bringing the grand council of Amphyc- 
tions to terms, in the meanwhile an angry cloud- is 
darkly scowlins: on the horizon— soon shall it rattle about 
the ears of these dozing Nederlanders, and put the mettle 
of their stout-hearted governor completely to the trial. 

But come what may, I here pledge my veracity, that ia 
all warlike conflicts and subtle perplexities, he diaU still 
acquit himself with the gallant bearings awl spotles 
honour of a noble minded obstinate old cavalier. Forward, 
then, to the charge ! — shine out, propitious stars, on ^ 
renowned city of the Mauhattoes ; and may the blessings 
of St. Nicholas g^ with thee— honest Peter Stuy vesant \ 

CHAP. III. 

Of^ Peter Stnyresanfs Expedition into the East Vomir 
try ; thawing that though an old Bird, he did not wnier' 

stand Trap. 

Great nations resemble great men in this particular, 
that their greatness is seldom (inown until (hey get in 
trouble ; adversity, thei-efore, has been wisely denorainatisd 
llie ordeal of true gi*eatnes8, which like gold can nercr 
receive its reaX ««x\iivkd\.\uw until it lius passed thixiugfa the 
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-taroAce* la proportiooy therefore, as a nation, a comma, 
-nity, or an individual (possessing the inherent quality of 
greatness) is involved in perils and misfortunes, in propor- 
tion does it rue in grandeup— and even when sinking 
Bnder calamity, makes, like a bouse on fire, a more 
glorious display than ever it did in the faii'est period of its 
prosperity. 

The vast empire of China, though teeming with popula- 
tion, and imbibing and concentrating the wealth of nations, 
has vegetated through a succession of drowsy ag^ ; and 
were it not for its internal revolution, and the subversion 
of its ancient government by the Tartars, might have 
presented nothing but an uninteresting detail of duU, 
moDotODOUs prosperity. Pompeii and Herculaneum might 
have passed into oblivion, with a herd of their cuutempo- 
raries, had they not been fortunately overwhelmed by a 
volcano. The renowned city of Troy has acquired cele> 
brity only from its ten years* distress and final conflagra- 
tion ; Paris i-ises in importance by the plots and massaa*es 
which have ended in the exaltation of the illustrions 
Napoleon ; and even the mighty London itself has 
skulked thioikgh the records of time, celebrated for nothing 
of moment, excepting the plague, the great fire, and 
G«y Faux^s gunpowder plot ! Thus cities and empires 
«eem to creep along, enlarging in silent obscurity under the 
pen of the historian, until at length they burst forth in 
some tremendous calamity, and snatch, as it were, immor- 
tality from the explosion ! 

The above principle being admitted, my reader will 
plainly perceive that the city of New-Amsterdam and its 
dependent province are on the high road to greatness. 
Dangers and hostilities threaten from every side, and it is 
really a matter of astonishment to me, how so small a 
state has been able in so short a time to entangle itself in 
so many difficulties. Ever since the province was first 
taken by the nose, at the Fort of Good Hope, iA the 
tranquil days of Wouter Van Twiller, has it been gradually 
increasing in historic importance ; and never could it have 
had a more appropriate chieftain to conduct it to the 
pinimcle of grandeur, than Peter Stuyvesant. 

la the fiery heart of this iron-headed old warrior, sat 
enthroned all those five kinds of courage described by 
Aristotle^ 3 and had the philosopher mentioned five tuio- 
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and other diiports of the east country v and entertained 
dainty recollection of numerous kind and buxom laMea, 
whom he longed exceedingly again to encounter. 

Tbufiy then, did this mirror of hardihood set forth with 
Bo other attendant but hb trumpeter, upon one of the 
most perilous enterprises ever recorded in the annals of 
kiiigfatlernmtry. For a single warrior to venture openly 
among a whole nation of toes ; but, above all, for a plain 
dowmigfat Dutdiman to think of n^otiating with the 
whole council of New England— never was there known a 
more desperate undertaking ! Ever since I have entered 
apoB the chronicles of this peerless, but hitherto ancele- 
bratied chieftain, has he kept me in a state of incessant 
action and anxiety with the toils and dangers he is con- 
ttantly encountering. Ob ! for a chapter of the tranquil 
reign of Wouter Van Twiller, that I might repose on it as 
on a feather bed ! 

Is it not enough, Peter Stuyvesant, tliat I have once 
already rescued thee from the machinations of these terrible 
Ampbyctions, by bringing the whole powers of witchcraft 
to thine aid ?— -Is it. not enough, that I have followed thee 
vodaunted, like a guardian spirit, into the midst of the 
horrid battles of Fort Christina ?~-That I have been put 
jncessnntly to my trumps to keep thee safe and sound — 
BOW warding off with my single pen (he shower of das- 
tard blows that fell upon thy rear — now narrowly shieldinff 
thee from a deadly thrust by a mere tobacco-box-HMw 
casing thy dauntless skull with adamant, when even thy 
stnUwm ram4>eaver failed to resist the sword of the 
stoat Risingh— and now, not merely bringing thee off 
altre, but triumphant, from the clutches of the gigantic 
Swede, by the desperate means of a paltry stone pottle } 
— Is notall this enough,.but must thou still be plunging 
into new difficulties, and jeopardizing in headlong enter- 
prises thyself, thy trumpeter, and thy historian ? 

And now the ruddy-faced Aurora, like a buxom cham- 
hermaid, draws aside the sable curtains of the night, and 
out bounces from his bed the jolly red-haii'ed Fhoebus, 
startled at being caught so late in the embraces of dame 
Thetis. With many a stable oath he harnessed his brazen- 
footed steeds, and whips and lashes, and splashes up the' 
firmament like a loitering post-boy, half an hour behind 
bis. time. And now behold that imp of fame and prowess. 
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goodly -steeds, hung upon their rear for several milesy 
barassiiig them exceedinafly with guesses and questionsy 
more especially the worthy Peter, whose silver chased leg 
exdted not a littW mai'vel. At another place^ hard by the 
Mnowoed (own of Stamford, they were set upon by a 
great and vMghty legion of church deacons, who im- 
perioiisly demauded of them five shillings for travelling on 
ihmday, and threatened to carry them captive to a neigb^ 
bottria^ church, whose steeple peered above the trees ; but 
these tlie valiant Peter put to rout with little difficulty, 
iaWNonMrh that they bestrode their canes and galloped off 
in horrible couAiBion, kaviug their cocked hats behind in 
the hurry of their flight. But not so easily did he escape 
from the hands of a crafty man of Pyquag ; who, with 
nndaiuUed perseverance, and* repeated onsets, fairly bar- 
gained him out of his goodly switch-tailed charger, 
leaviag him in placothereof a villainous, spavined, foundered 
Narraganset pacer. 

Baty raaugre all these hardships, they pursned their 
joufutfy cheerily along the coast of the suft flowing Con- 
necticfii^ whose gentle waves, says the song, roll through 
Ba«y a fertile vale and aunny plain, now reflecting the 
lofty spires of the bustling city, and now the rural beMities 
of the bumble hamlet ; now echoing with the busy huok 
of commerce, and now with the cheerful song of the 



At every towa wenid Peter Sluyvesant, who was noted 
ler wacUke punctilio, order the stuhly Anthony to sound 
a conrtfottf salutation ; though the manuscript observei, 
Ihufctbe iohabttaota were thrown into great dismay when 
thcgi.liealM of his approach. For the fame of his incom- 
panble aebiavemenls on the Delaware had spread through- 
aul' ikfi aast eounlry, and they di^aded lest he had come 
to take vengeance on their manifold transgressions. 

Bat t]ie good Peter rode through these towns with a 
sMUiag aspect; waving bis hand with inexpressible 
OHgevty and condescension ; for he verily believed that 
the old clothes which these ii^enious people had thrust 
hUo their broken windows, and the festoons of drie4 
apples and peaches which ornamented the fronts of their 
l>Qni^% were so many decorations in honour of bin 
lyfMPDadi ; as it was the custom in the days of chiralrf 
tu complineat renoiHied heroes, by aunptnona dia^lvsa A 



tapestry and gorp^eovs farniture. The women < 
to the doors to gace upon him as he paned, so mi 
prowess in arms delip^t the gentle sex. The little i 
tooy ran after him in troops, staring with woodei 
regimentals, his brimstone breeches, and the silver g 
of his wooden leg. Nor must I omit to mention 
which many strapping wenches betrayed, at behoU 
jovial Van Corlear, who had whilome delighted i 
raocfa with his trumpet, when he bore the great 
challenge to the Amphyctions. The kind-hearted i 
alighted from his calico mare, and kissed them 
in6nite loving-kindness-Hind was right pleased f 
crew of little trumpeters crowding around him 
blessing *, each of whom he patted on the head, b 
be a good boy, and gave him a 'penny to buy i 
candy. 

The Stnjrresant manuscript makes but little 
mention of the govemor*8 adventures upon this exp 
excepting that he was received widi extravagant c 
and respect by the great council of the Amphyctio 
almost talked him to death with complimentary ai 
gratulatoryhai-angues. I will not detain my rea 
dweilinr on his negotiations with the grand ^ 
Suffice It to mention, it was like all other negotiat 
great deal was said, and very little done : one convt 
led to another^-one' conference begat misundersta 
which it took a dozen conferences to explain} 
end of which the parties found themselves just wIm 
were at first ; excepting that they had entangled 
selves in a host of questions of etiquette and cone 
cordial distrust of each other, that rendered theii 
negotiations ten times more difficult than ever.* 

In the midst of all these perpl^cities, which bea 
the brain and incensed the ire of the sturdy Pete 
was perhaps of all men in the world least fit 
diplomatic wiles, he privately received the first inti 
of the dark conspiracy which had been matured 
Cabinet of England. To this was added the astc 
intelligence timt a hostile squadron had already 

* For certain of the particulars of this aocient aegotist 
Has. Col. SUte Pap. It is siogalar that Smith is entirely sO 
nspect to tUia uiieinota.V>\««tvt^vVio\iof Peter Stnyvtsant* 
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9B Eaglandy destined to reduce the proyinceof New- 
etfaerlandBy and that the grand council of Amphycticais 
id engaged to co-operate, by sending . a great army tp 
rwle New-Amsterdam by land. 

Unfortunate Peter! did I not enter with sad forebo- 
nga upon this ill-starred expedition ? Did 1 not tremble 
len I saw thee with no other counsellor than thine own 
td— with, no other armour than an honest tongucya spot* 
8 conscience, and a rusty sword-^with no other pro- 
*Cor but St. Nicholas-^^nd no other attendant but a 
mpeter ? Did I not tremble when I beheld thee thus 
lly forth to contend with all the knowing powers of 
iir-£ngland ? 

Ob, bow did the stui^y old warrior rage and roar, when 
Ibund himself thus entrapped, like a lion in the 
nter's toil ! Now did he determine to draw his trusty 
ord, and manfully to fight his way through all the 
nitries of the east. Now did he resolve to break in 
on the council of the Amphyctious, and put every 
ftber's son of them to death. At length, as his direful 
ath subsided, he resorted to safer though less glorious 
^ients. 

Concealing from the council his knowledge of their 
idiiitations, he privately dispatched a trusty messenger 
!h missives to his counsellors at New-Amsterdam^ 
pffsing them of the impending danger,commanding them 
mediately to put the city in a posture of defence, while 
Ae mean time he would endeavour to elude his enemies 
1 come to their assistance. This done, he felt himself 
TTellously relieved, rose slowly, shook himself like a 
BOceroB, and issued forth from his den, in much the 
DC manner as Giant Despair is described to have issued 
m Doubting Castle, in the chivalric history of the 
grimes Progress. 

Sad now much does it grieve me that I must leave the 
Ikat Peter in this imminent jeopardy : but it behoves 
to horry back and see what is going on at New-Am- 
rdam, for greatly do 1 fear that city is ahready in a tur- 
til. Such was ever^ the fate of Peter Stuy vesant ; while 
ug one thing wiUi heart and soul, he was too apt to 
ve every^ thing else at sixes and sevens. While, like 
ntentate of yore, he was absent attending to those things 
person, which in modem days are trusted to %«iifis%\a 

B B 
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the fiice of tlie earth. Findinpf that this resoluti 
liniverrally and lYadily carried, anotiie^ was im 
proposed/— Whether it were not possible and 
exterminate Great Britain? Upon which 
members spoke most ek>quently in the affirmi 
only one arose to sup^fcest some doubts, who, as 
ment for his treasonable presumption, was im 
seized by the mob, and tarred and feathere 
punishment being equivalent to the Tarpcian 
was afterwards considered as an outcast from 80< 
his opinion went for nothing. The question, 
being unanimously carried in the affirmative, it w 
mended to the grand council to pass it into a I 
was accordingly done : by this measure the bes 
people at la^e were wonderfully encourased, 
waxed exceeding choleric and yalorous. ' Indeed, 
paroxysm of alarm haying in some measure tul: 
old women having buried all the money they 
their hands on, and their husbands daily gettiu] 
with what was left— the community began even t 
the offensive. Songs were manufactiu^ in 1o 
and sung about the streets, wherein the English ' 
wofully beaten, and [^shewn no quarter; and 
addresses were made, wherein it was proved to a 
that the fate of Old England depended upon the i 
New-Amsterdammers. 

Fiually, to strike a violent blow at the very 
Gi'eat Britain, a multitude of the wiser inbabitai 
bled, and having purchased all the British mac 
they could find, they made thereof a huge bonfire 
the patriotic glow of the moment, every man 
who had a hat or breeches of English worl 
pulled it off, and threw it most uwlauntedly 
flames — to the irreparable detriment, loss, auc 
the English manufacturers. In commemoratio 
great exploit, they ei^ected a pole on the spo 
device on the top intended to represent the pi 
Mieuw Nederiandts destroying Great Britain, i 
similitude of an Eagle picking the little Islaii 
England out of the globe ^ but either through tl 
fulness of the sculptor, oi* his ill-timed waggery, 
striking resemblance to a goose vainly strivin 
bold of a dum^Wn^, 
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CHAP. V. 

tkowi wff how the Grand CUmwdl of ike New-Neikerktndg 
emme to he miraeuloushf ffift^ v*ith Umg /omj^m.— 
together with a great trntmph of Economg. 

It will need but very litile peii€traiion in any one 
aequaiutcd with the character aiid habits of that moHt 
^€9at aiid blusteriag moQarch^ the aovereign people— *to 
diieover that, notwithatamlini; all the bustle and talk of 
trar that rtunncd him in the l^t chapter, the renowned city 
of New-Amsterdam is, in tad reality, not a whit better 
prepared for defence than before. Now, though the pco- 
fUff having gotten over the &ni alarm, and finding no 
taemy imm«liately at band, had, with tliat valour of 
toigue, for which your illustriouB rabUe is so famous, 
nw into the opposite extreme, and by dint of gallant vapour- 
fag and rhodomontade, had actually tall^ themselves 
iato the opiuiou, that they were the bravest and most 
powerful people under the sun; yet were the privy 
cooaaellors of Peter Stuyvesant somewhat dubious oa 
that point. They dreaded, moi-eover^ lest that stem hero 
^MMild return and find that^ instead of obeying his peremp- 
tory orders, they had wasted their time in listening to the 
iMetoringsof the mob, than which they well knew there was 
nothing be held in more exalted contempt. 

To make up therefore as speedily as possible finr lost 
time^ a grand divan of the counsellors and burgomasters 
was convened, to talk .over the critical state of the pro- 
vince, and devise measures fqr its safety. Two things 
were unanimously agreed upon in this vcuerabk assem- 
bly : first, that the city required to be put m a state of 
delence-<-«nd, secondly, that as the dangper was imminent, 
(here shoukl be no time lost— tdiich points being settled, 
tbey immediately fell to making long speecbeis and bela- 
bouring one another in endless and intemperate disputes. 
For about this time was this unhappy city first visited by 
that talking; endemic, so univeraally prevalent in this 
country, and which so invariably evinces itself, wherever 
a number of wise men assemble together ; breaking out 
in long windy speeches, caused, as physicians suppose, 
by the ibul aur which is ever generated in a crowd. Now« 
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it was, moreover, that they first introduced the ingenioin 
method of measuriog the merits of au harangue by the 
hour-glass ; he being considered the ablest orator who spoke 
longest on a question— for which excdlent invention, it is 
recorded, we are indebted to the same profound Dutch 
critic who judged of books by their size. 

This sudden passion for endless harangues, so little 
consonant with the customary gravity and tacitikrnity oi 
our sage forefathers, was supposed by certain learned 
philosophers to iiave been imbibed, together with divers 
other barbarous propensities, firom their savage neigli- 
bours ; who w£re peculiarly noted for their kmg taik» iui 
cmnneil fires ; who would never undertake any affair of the 
least importance, without previous debates and harangues 
among their chiefs and old tMn- But the real cause was, 
Ihat the people^ in electing their representatives to the 
grand council, were particular in choosing them for their 
talents at talking, without inquiring whether they possessed 
the more rare, difficult, and oft times important talent of 
holding their tongues. The consequence was, that this 
deliberative body was composed of the most loqnaciouB 
men in the community. As they considered themselves 
placed there to talk, every man concluded that his daty 
to his constituents, and, what is moi«, his popularity wim 
them, required that he should harangue on every subject^ 
whether he understood it or not. lliere was an aacieat 
mode of burying a chieftain, by every soldier throwing bis 
shield full of earth on the corpse until a mighty nwaad 
was formed ; so whenever a question was brought forward 
in this assembly, every member pressing forwanl to throir 
on his quantum of wisdom, the subject was quickly buried 
undor a hu);e mass of words. 

We are told in the Attic nights of Aulus GelliuB, that 
when disciples were admitted into the school of Pytha- 
goras, they were fur two years enjoined silence, and were 
neither permitted to ask questions nor make remarks. 
After they had thus acquired the inestimable art of hold- 
ing their tongues, they were gradually permitted to. make 
inquhies, and finally to communicate their own -opinioos. 

What a: pity is it, that while superstitiously hoarding 
up tlie rubbish and rags of antiquity, we should suffer 
these precious gems to lie unnoticed. What a beaeficia] 
effect ^u\d iViVs yi\ae le^^^Vv^ti qC Pythagoras have, if 
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itroduced in legislative bodies !— and bow wonderfally 
oold it have tended to expedite business in the grand 
Nuicil of the Manbattoes ! 

Thus, however, did dame Wisdom (whom the wags of 
itiquity have humorously personified as a woman) seem 

take mischieyous pleasure in jilting the venerable coun- 
llors of New-Amsterdam. The old factions of long 
pes and short pipes, which had been almost strangled 

the Herculanean grasp of Peter Stay vesant, now sprung 
I with tenfold violence. Not that the origioial cause of 
Serence still existed, but it has ever been the fate of 
irty names and party rancour to remain long after the 
iaciples that gave rise to them have been forgotten. 
> complete the public confusion and bewilderment, the 
:al woitl JEconompy which one would have thought was 
ad and buried with William the Testy, was once more 
t afloat, like the apple of discord, in the grand council 
Nieuw Nederlandts— according to which sound principle 

policy, it Was deemed more expedient to throw away 
enty thousand ji^uilders upon an inefficient plan 6( 
fence, than thirty thousand on a good and substantial 
e, the province thus making a clear saving of ten 
insand guilders. 

Bat when they came to discuss the mode of defence^ 
m began a war of words that baffles all descriptioa. 
le members being, as I observed, enlisted in opposite 
rties, were enabled to proceed with amazing system and 
^laHty in the discussion of the questions before them, 
tiatever was proposed by a long pipe, was opposed, by 
I whole tribe of short pipes, who, like true politicians, 
isxdered it their first duty to effect the downfid of the 
ig pipe8-.-their second, to elevate themselvn; and 
ar third, to consult the welfare of the country. Tnii at 
3t was the creed of the most upright among the party ; 
' as to the great mass, the^ left t£e third consideration 
t of the question altog^her. 

In this great collision of hard heads, it is astonbhing the 
mber of projects for defence that were struck out ; not 
i of which had ever been beard of before, nor has 
in heard of since, unless it be in very modern dayi— 
>jcc;ts that threw the windmill system of the' ingenions 
dft completely in the back ground. Still, however. 
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pothhif cootd be decided on ; fur to booq ns a furmidablf 
bott of air castles were reared by one party, they wen 
demolished by the other; the simple popntacie stood 
g;axiii(p in amdona expectation of the mififhty ^%g that wu 
to be batched with all this cackling^ but they gased ii 
rain, for it appeared that the fpraud coiUKril was determioec 
to protect the province, as did the noble and g'tgautk 
Fantaf^mel bis army, by coverit]^ it with his tongue. 

Indeed there was a portion of the- members, consbtin^ 
of iat self-importaut old borp:ber8, who smoked theii 
pipes and said nothing, excepting to amative every plaii 
9f defence that was offa-ed. Tb^ were of that clwa oi 
wealthy old citizens, who, having amassed a fortune, 
button up their pockets, shut their mouths, look rich, and 
are good for nothing all the rest of their lives. Like suok 
pMMmatic oyster, which having swallowed a pearl, t:h»9 
ks Mell, settles down in the mud, and parts with its life 
■ooocr than its treastti^e. Every plan of defence seemed 
to these worthy old gentlemen pregnant with ruin. Aa 
armed force was a legion of IogusIa, preying upon tiie 
public property j to fit out a naval armament -was to 
tlvow tknr money into the sea; to build fortificatian 
was to bury it in the dirt. In short, they settled it ai a 
■osrereign maxim, so long as their pockets were f utt, no 
Hwtter how. much they were drubbed.«p*-A kick left no scsr ; 
m bn^fLen head cured itself ; bat an empty purse waaof til 
maladies the slowest to heal, and one in which nature did 
■othkig to the patient. 

tham did this venerable ass^nbly of sa§e$ Uvish avsy 
tliattime, which the. urgency of affairs, rendered invaluable, 
in empty brawls and Imig-winded speedies, without ever 
•fR^ng, except on the point with which thej stsitcd, 
■UBcly, that there was no time to be lost, and delay wv 
rafaMMM. At length St. Nicholas, taking compapawa «■ 
tiieir distracted situatioo, and aupdous to f renctve tfacB 
from anarchy, so ordered, that io the midst of one of tkfir 
moft noisy debates on tbe 8nl]|}ept of fbrttfication and 
defence, when they had nearly fallen to lof gerlvadi it 
comwquenoe of not being able to convince each other) 
the question waa happily settled by a m aa c ^qger, wh» 
bounced into the dKimber and informed,'tbem that tbe heslile 
ia«t Iwd tnivedi and was actually advancMig «ip Uw l^f ! 
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II1US was all further necessity of either fortifying or 
dbputing completely obviated ; and thus was the grand 
council saved a world of words^ and the province a wofid 
of expense— a most absolute and glorious triumph of 
ecoBumy. 

CHAP. VI. 

In which the troubles of NevD-Anuteirdam appear to 

^Ucken— Showing the bravery ^ in time of periij of a 

people who defend themselves by resohctUms, 

Like as an assemblage of politic cats, engaged in 
clamorous gibberings and catterwaulings, eyeing oneanotiier 
with hideous grimaces, spitting in each other^s faces, and 
on the point of breaking forth into a general clapper-claw- 
ing, are suddenly put to scampering, rout, and confusiooy 
by the startling appearance of a lM>nse-dog-— so was the 
no less vociferous council of New.Amsterdam amazed^ 
astounded, and totally dispersed, by the sudden arrival of 
the enemy. Every member made the best of his way 
borne, waddling along as fast as his short legs oould fag 
under their heavy burthen, and wheezing as he went with 
corpulency and terror. When he arriv^ at his castle, he 
barricadoed the street door, and buried himself in the 
cider cellar, without daring to peep out, lest he should have 
his bead carried off by a cannon ball. ^ 

The sovereign people all crowded into (he market-place, 
herding together with the instinct of sheep, who seek ibr 
safety in each other's company, when the shepherd and 
his dog are absent, and the wolf is prowling round the 
fold. Far from finding relief, however, they only incriiased 
each other's terrors. Each man looked ruefully in his 
neighbour's face, in search of encouragement, but only 
Ibnnd, in its woe-begone lineaments, a confirmation of hit 
own dismay. Not a word now was to be heard of conquer- 
ing Great Britain, not a whisper about the sovereign 
virtues of economy — awhile the old women heightened the 
general gloom, by clam<Nrously bewailing their iate^ and 
inceatanUy calling for protection on St. Nicholas and PMer 

Stuyvesant. 

1 
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Ohy hov did they bevail tbe alwence of the liou-Ueorted 
Peter!— «iid bow did they Ion; for the oomfurtiDf^ pre- 
0eooe of Anthooy Van CoHear ! Indeed, a gloomy uu- 
certainty bong orer.ihe fate of these adventurona heroes. 
Day after day had elapsed since the ahirming messa^^e frpu 
tbe gawtmor, without bringring: any further tidings of his 
Mfety. Many a fearful conjecture was hazarded as to 
what bad befiillen him and his loyal squire. Had they 
not been devoured alive by tbe cannibals of Marble-head 
•ad Cape Cod ? Were they not put to the question by 
the great conncil of Ampbyctions? Were they not 
•motDefcd in onions by the terribie men of Py^uag ? — la 
the midst of this consternation huA. penikxityy when 
horror like a mighty night-mare sat brooaing upon the 
little, lat, plethoric city of New.Amsterdam, the ears of tbe 
naltitude were suddenly startk^ ^y * itrange and distant 
MiUMiU-it approached — it grew louder and louder~-and 
DOW it resounded at the city gate« Tbe paUic could not 
be miftaken in tbe welUknown sound. A about of joy 
bwst from their lips, as tbe gallant Peter, covered with 
duit> «id followed by his ialthful tmnpeter, cai»e gallop- 
iir&tD the market-place. 

The first transports of the popuhtce having Mdiaided, 
they gathered round the honest Anthony, as be dismonatcd 
fipon his horse, overwhelming him with greetings a«d coo* 
giBtatations. In breathless accents be related to them ths 
varvellons adventures through which the old governor asd 
hiiBaelf had gone, in making their escape from Uhs datckes 
of the terrible Amphyctions. But though the Stnyvataat 
nNumscript, with its customary minuteness, wbare ^ny 
tUng touching the great Peter is concerned, is very 
pamubur as to the incidents of this roasterLy letNst, 
yet the particular state of the public affah-a will not allew 
wnt to indulge in a full recital tliereof. Let^ilf suffice 
to say, that, while Peter Stuyvesant was anxiooaly revolv- 
il% in his mind how be could make good bis escape with 
hoiKMir and dignity, certain of the ships seat out for the 
conquest of the Manhattoes touched at the eastern ports 
to obtein needful supplies, aud to call on the grand cpuncil 
of the league for its | promised co-operation. Upuu 
hearing of thix, tlie vigilant Peter perceiviug that a mo- 
iM«t*s delay were fatal, made a secret and precipitate 
decampment *, l\\ov\^>\ m>\cl\ did it grieve his lofty aoiil ta 
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be obliged <o tura his back ereW upon a nation of foet. 
Many hair breadth ^scapes and divers perilous mishap* 
did ttiey sustain, as they scoured, without sound of tram* 
pet, through the fair regions of the east. Already was the 
country in an uproar with hostile preparation, and tbej* 
were obli|red to take a hirge circuit in their flight, hnrkiajp 
along thi'ough the woody mountains of the D6til*8 Back- 
bone; from whence the valiant Peter sallied' ibrtk one 
day, Hke a lion, and put to rout the whole legion of iquat* 
ters, consisting of three generatioi» of a prolific finiljy 
who were already on their way to take possession of wotmt 
comer of the Niew Netherlands. Nay, the ftdthful- 
Anthony had great difficulty at sundry times to prevent 
htaiy in the excess of his wrath, from descending down from 
the mountains, and falling sword in hand upon certain of 
the burder-towiis, who were nHu-shalling forth their draggle- 
tailed militia. 

The first movements of the governor, on reecMng- hie 
dwelling, was to mount the roof, from whence be codtenw 
plated with rueful aspect the hostile squadron. This had 
fttreatly come to an anchor in the bay, and consisted of* 
two stout frigates, having on board, as John losaelyiL 
Gent, hiforms us, « three hundred iwliaat red oeatt.^ 
Havhig taken this survey, he sat himself down, and wfoCe* 
air epistle to ttie commander, demanding his reason of an- 
cfaoriog-in ttie harbour without obtaining pnivieus pemii»i 
8h>v so to do. This letter was couched in the mostdiguU 
fled end eoerteoos terms, thoujj^ I have it from nndoiibled< 
authurity^ that his teeth were clinched, and be bed a- 
Mtter mrdonic grin upon his visage all the while he 
wrole. Having despatched his letter, the grim Peter' 
stumped te and fre atNnit the town, with a moat wer4ieb 
tokening countenance, his hands thrust into bis braechw* 
podMll^ end whistling a low Dutch Ptehn tnne^ whidi 
Dove n» small lesemMance^ to die music of a no rth .ee el - 
wind, when a storm is brewing. Tlie very dogs, as tha^ 
eyed him, skulked away in dismay— while all the oldeotl 
ugty woMea of New Amsterdam ran howling at his bedip 
iiiiphningbkn' to saire them from murder, robberyi eaA^ 
pitileas mviabmeiit! 

The reply of Col. Nichols, who commended the inm- 
dere^ wee conofaed in terms of ecpial eoarfeeqr 'vith- the 
lettcff of the governor— deckiring the n(\kt viA^M)A ^^>^ 
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British majesty to the proTiuce ; whcire Ue affirmed th 
Dutch to be mere interlopers ; and demanding that th< 
towOy fortSy &c. should be forthwith rendered into hi 
m^esty^s obedience and protection — promising at tb 
■ame time, life, liberty, estate, and free tiiule, to erer 
Dutch denizen, who should readily submit to his mitjesty* 
goiremment. 

Peter Stuyvesant read over this friendly epistle witl 
some such harmony of aspect as we may suppose a crusty 
ftrmery who has long been fattening upon his neighbour*f 
■oily reads the loving letter of John Stiles, that warns hin 
of an action of cjec^ent. The old governor, however, 
was not to be taken by surprise, but thrusting the sum- 
mons into his breeches pocket, he stalked three tima 
across the room, took a pinch of snuiF with great vehe- 
mence, and then loftily waving his hand, promised to 
send an answer the next morning. Id the mean time he 
called a general council of wai* of his privy counsellors 
and burgomasters, not for the purpose of asking their 
advice, for that, as has been already shown, he valued not a 
rush ; but to make known unto them his sovereign deter- 
mination, and require their prompt adherence. 

Before, however, he convened his council, he reso l v e d 
upon throe important points ; firtty never to give up the 
city without a little hard fighting, for he deemed it bigUy 
derogatory to the dignity of so renowned a city, to aufler 
itself to be captured and stripped, without receiving it few 
kicks into the bargain. SeamtUif, that the mijortty of Irii 

End council was composed of arrant naltrooosy utteriy 
titute of true bottom ; and, thirdly^ tnat be weuld.not 

therefore suffer them to see the sominoBS of Col. Nichols, 

lest the easy terms it held out might induioe them to 

dftmovr for a surrender. 

Histirders being duly promulgated, it was a piteous 
sight to behold the late valiant burgomasters, who had 
dottolished the. whole British empire in their- harangues, 

peeping ruefully out of their hiding places, and tbencrawU 
iog cautiously forth, dodging through narrow lanes and 
alleys ; starting at every little dog that barked, as though 
it had been a discharge of artillery — ^mistaking hunp-posti 
for .British grenadiers, and, in the excess of their panics 
netamorphoaing pumps into formidable soldiera, krvlliaf 
Uunderbuues at Wi«\t \KMKsifii&\ Haviai^ however, ia 
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"despite of numerous perils and difficulties of the kind, 
arrived safe, without the loss of a single man, at the hall of 
assembly^ they took the^r seats and awaited in fearful 
silence the arrival of the governor. In a few moments thA 
wooden leg of the intrepid Peter was heard in regular 
and stout-hearted thumps upon the staircase. He entered 
the chamber, arrayed in a full suit of regimentals, and car- 
rying his trusty toledo, not girded on his thigh, but tucked 
under his arm. As the governor never equipped himself in 
this portentous manner, uAless something of martial nature 
were working within his fearless pericranium, his council 
regarded him ruefully, as a very Janus, bearing fire and 
sword in his iron countenance, and forgot to light their 
pipes in breathless suspense. 

The great Peter was as eloquent as he was valorous ; 
indeed, these two rare qualities seemed to go hand in 
hand in his composition ; and, unlike most gieat states- 
men, whose victories are only confined to the bloodless 
field of argument, he was always ready to enforce hb 
hardy words by no less hardy deeds. His speeches were 
generally marked by a simplicity, approaching to bluntness, 
and by truly categorical decision. Addressing the grand 
councU, he touched briefly upon the perils and hardshipa 
he. bad sustained, iu escaping from his crafty foes. He 
next reproached the council for wasting in idle debate 
«nd pariy feuds that time which should have been devoted 
to their country. He was particularly indignant at tboae 
brawlers, who, conscious of individual security, had dia- 
graoed the councils of the province, by impotent hectoriogSy 
aad scurrilous invectives, against a noble and a powornil 
en^my— those cowardly cure, who were incessant in their 
barkingB and yelping^ at the lion, while distant or asleep, 
but the moment he approached, were the first to skulk 
away. He now called on those who had been so valiant 
in their threats against Great Britain, to stand forth and 
sapport their vauntings by their actions— for it was dlssdt, 
not words, that bespoke the spirit of a nation. He pro- 
ceeded to recal the golden days of former prosperity, 
which were only to t^ -guned by manfully withstanding 
their enemies j for the peace, he olraerved, which is effected' 
by force of arms, is always more sure and durable than 
that which is patched up by temporary accommodations . 
He endeavoured, moreover, to arouse their martial fire, 

c c 
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by reminiliDg them of the time, when, before the frownii 
walk of foi-t Christina, he had led ttiem on to victory, t 
atroTC likewitie to awaken their confidence, by aisuru 
them of the protection of St. Nicholas, who bad hither 
maintained them in safety, amid all the savages of t) 
wilderness, the witches and squatters of the east, and fi 
giants of Merry-land. Fmally, he informed thrm of tl 
insolent summons he had received, to sutrender ; but co! 
eluded by swearing to defend the province as long : 
heaven was on his side, and he had a wooden leg to stai 
upon. Which noble sentence be emphasized Dy a tr 
mendous thwack with the broad side of his sword upc 
the table, that totally electrified his auditors. 

The pi-ivy counsellors, who had long been iiccustomi 
to the goveruor^s way, and in fact had been brought inl 
aa perfect discipline as were ever the soldiers of the gro 
Frederic, saw that there was no use in Faying a word- 
so lighted their pipes and smoked away in silence like fi 
and discreet counsclloi's. But the burgomasters being kf 
under the governur^s control, considering themselves 8 
representatives of the sovereign people, and being mori 
over inflated with considerable importance and self^sufllt^ 
^Bcy, %i^ich they bad acquired at those notable sdioob ( 
vr'iMdom and morality, the popular meetings— were Hot i 
easily satisfied. Mustering up fi-esh spirit, when th^ 
found there was some chance of escaping from their "pre 
sent jeopardy, without the disagreeable alternative o 
fighting, they requested a copy of the sunimoils to suireA 
der, that they might shew it to a general meeting of (h 
people. 

So insolent and mutinous a request would have bMi 
linough to have aroused the gorge of the tranqvit Va 
'Twillcr himself — what then must have been its effect opo 
the great Stuyvesant, who was not only a Dutchman, 
governor, and a valiant wooden-legged soldier to bootj ba 
withal a man of the most stomachrol and gunpowder*d{i 
position. He burst forth into a blaze of noole indt|^tior 
to which the famous rage of Achilles was a mere poatilB 
fit*-«wore not a mother^s son of them should see a syl 
lablc of it — that they deserved, every one of them, to b 
hanged, drawn, and viuartered, for traitorously daring ti 
questiou the lufaUlbility of government ; that as to &A 
advice or concv\tvcwrc> \ft ^\^ \vA. t^\^ a whiff of tohsnti 
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T-i tirat lie had lung been harassed ami thwarted 
cowardly councils *, but that they might theucc- 
bome^ and go to bed like old women, for he was 
led to defend the colony himself, without the as- 
of them or their adherents! $o saying, he tucked 
d under his arm, cocked his hat upou his head» 
jng up his luins, stumped indignantly out of bb 
chamber, eveiy body making room ibr bim a« be 

ooDcr bad he gone than the busy burgomaster! 
public meeting in front of the Stadt-house, where 
K>intcd as chairman one Dofue Roerbaqk, a migbty 
i-ead-baker in the land, and formerly of the cahmet 
iam the Testy. He was looked ^p to with gpreat 
:e by the populace, who considei^ bim a man 
knowledge, seeing he was the first that imprinted 
ir cakes with the mysterious hieroglyphics of tlie 
d breeches, and such like magical devices, 
gpreat burgomaster, who still chewed the cud of ill 
inst the valiant Stuyvesant, in consequence of hav- 
.*n ignominiously kicked out of his cabinet at the 
his taking the reins of go vernaienty addressed the 
multitude in what is called a patriotic speech } in 
le informed them of the courteous summons to sur- 
— of the governorV refusal to comply therewith— 
lenying the public a sight of the sonunpiMy whicfiy 
no doubt, contained conditions highly to the honour 
/antage of the pi*ovinee. 

:heu proceeded to speak of his exodkncy in high 
)g terms, suitable to the dignity and grandeur of 
ion, comparing him to Nero, Caligula, and thone 
l^rcat men of ytire, who are generally quoted by 
r orators on similai* occasions. Assuring the people 
le history of the world did not contain a despotic 
e to equal tlic present for atrocity, cruelty, tyranny^ 
Mxl-thirstiness } that it would be recorded in letter* 
on the blood-stained tablet of history 1 that ages 
roll back with sudden horror, when they came to 
! That the womb of time--(by the way your orators 
■iters take strange liberties with the womb of time, 
I some would fain have us believe that time is an old 
nan) — that the womb of time, pregnant as it was 
ireful horrors, would never produce a. parallel euAc- 

c c2 
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mity!— with a variety of other heart-rending, soul- 
ttopes and figures, which I cannot enumerate. T 
indeed, need I, for they were exactly the same tl 
vied in all popular harangues and patriotic oration: 
present day, and may be be classed in rhetoric un 
general title of Rigmarole. 

The speech of this inspired burgomaster being fi 
the meeting fell into a kind of popular fermentation 
produced not only a string of right wise resolutioi 
likewise a most resolute memorial, addressed to the 
nor, remonstrating at his conduct ; which was no 
httided to him, then he handed it into the fire ; a 
(lepriycd posterity of an invaluable document, thai 
Inve served as a precedent to the enlightened c 
and tailors of the present day, in their sage intermc 
with politics. 



CHAP. VII. 

Coniaining a doiefid Disaster of Anthony the Truv 
and how Peter Stv^fvesant, like a second Cromwel 
denty dissolved a Rump Parliament, 

Now did the high-minded Pieter de Groodt show< 
a pannier-load of benedictions upon his burgomast 
a set of self-willed, obstinate, headstrong varlef 
would neither be convinced nor persuaded; and 
mined thenceforth to have nothing more to do witi 
but to consult merely the opinion of his privy coun 
which he knew from experience to be the best in the 
inasmuch as it never differed from his own. Nor 
omit, now that his hand was in, to bestow some tfa 
left-handed compliments upon the sovereign people 
he railed at for a herd of poltroons, who had no re 
the glorious hardships and illustrious misadventi 
battle— but would rather stay at home, and eat an 
in ignoble ease, than gain immortality and a brokei 
by valiantly fighting in a ditch. 

Resolutely bent, however, upon defending his I 
city, in despite even of itself, he called unto him his 
Van Corlear^ 3kVio w«kS Vi\% t\^\..\!A.>\d man in all ti 
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emergency. Him did he adjure to take his war-dciioun- 
clag trumpet, and mounting Hiis horse, to beat up the 
country, night and day — sounding the alarm along the 
pastoitil borders of the Bronx — startling the wild solitudes 
of Croton— arousing the rugged yeomanry of Weehawk 
and Hobockeu — the mighty men of battle of Tappan Bay^ 
— and the brave boys of TaiTy town and Sleepy hollow-— 
together with all the other warrioi-s of the country round 
alK>ut -y charging them one and all, to sling their powder- 
horns, shoulder their fowling-pieces, and march merrily 
down to the Manhattoes. 

Now there was nothing in all the world, the divine sex 
excepted, that Anthony Van Corlear loved better than 
errands of this kind. So, just stopping to take a lusty 
dinner, and bracing to bis side his junk-bnttle, well charged 
with heai't-inspiring Hollands, he issued jollily from the 
city gate, that looked out upon what is at present called 
Broadway : sounding as usual a farewell strain, that rung 
in sprightly echoes through the winding streets of New- 
Amsterdam — Alas ! never more were they to be gladdened 
by the melody 9/ their favourite trumpeter ! 

It was a dark and stormy night when the good Anthony 
arrived at the famous creek (sagely denominated Haerlem 
river) which separates the island of Manna-hata from the 
main land. The wind was high, the elements were in an 
uproar, and no Charon could be found to ferry the adven- 
turous sounder of brass across the water. For a short 
time he vapoured like an impatient ghost upon the brink^ 
and then, bethinking himself of the urgency of his errand^ 
took a hearty embrace of his stone bottle, swore most 
valorously that he would swim across, en spijt den dupvel 
(in spite of the devil !) and daringly plunged into thie 
stream. — Luckless Anthony ! scarce had he DufFeted half- 
way over, when he was observed to struggle violently, as 
if battling with the sph'it of the waters — instinctively he 
pat his trumpet to bis mouth, and, giving a vehement 
blast) sunk for ever to the bottom ! 

The potent clangour of his trumpet, like the Ivory horn 
of the renowned Paladin Orlando, when expiring m the 
glorious fifild of Roncesvalles, rung far and wide througli 

* A corruption of Top-paun ; so called from a tribe of Xadiaips 
,which ^K>asted 150 tightiug mcu.— See OgUvie's Hiatory* 
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the country, alai-ming the neighbours round, whi 
in amazement to the spot. Here an old Dutch 
famed for his vemcity, and who had beeu a witne 
fact, related to them the melancholy affair; with 
ful addition (to which I am slow of g^iving belief), 
■aw the duyrel, in the shape of a huge moss-bonk 
the sturdy Anthony by the leg, and drag him 
the waves. Certain it is, the place, with the a 
promontory, which projects into the Hudson, I 
called Spijt den duyvel, or Spiking duyvely ever 
the restless ghost of the unfortunate Anthony stil 
the surrounding solitudes, and his trumpet h 
been heard by the neighbours, of a stormy night, i 
with the howling of the blast. Not>ody ever ] 
to swim over the creek after dark ; on the con 
Inridge has been built to guard against such me 
accidents in future— and as to moss-bonkers, i 
held in such abhorrence that no true Dutchman w: 
them to his table, who loves good fish, and h 
devil. 

Such was the end of Anthony Van Corlear- 
deserving of a better fate. He lived roundly and i 
like a true and jolly bachelor, until the day of hi 
but though he was never married, yet did he leavi 
some two or three dozen children, in differei 
of the country — fine chubby, brawling, flatule 
urchins, from whom, if legends speak true (ai 
are not apt to lie), did descend the innumerable 
editors, who people and defend this country, and 
■bountifully paid by the people for keeping up a « 
alarm — and making them miserable. Would i\ 
inherited the worth, as they do the wind, of their n 
proj^enitor ! 

The tidings of this lamentable catastrophe ini| 
severer pang to the bosom of Peter Stuyvesant tl 
even the invasion of his beloved Amsterdam. 1 
ruthlessly home to those sweet affections that grc 
arbtittd the heart, and are nourished by its wai*m 
r6nt. As some lone pilgrim wandering in t 
wastes, while the tempest whistles through his loci 
dreary night is gathering around, sees stretched, c 
lifeless, hia faithful dog — the sole companion of h 
neyiDg— vVio ViaA «\ki^£«^\v\% %vA\Vax^ meal, and'c 
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licked his band in humble gratitude ; — so did the g^ene, 
roos-hearted hero of the Manhattoes contemplate the 
untimely end of his faithful Anthony. He had been the 
humble attendant of his footsteps — he had cheered him 
in many a heavy hour, by his. honest gaiety ; and had 
followed him, in loyalty and affection, through many a 
scene of direful peril and mishap. He was gone for evei* 
~M4md that too at a moment when every mongrel cur 
seemed skulking from his side. This, Peter Stuyvesant— 
this was the moment to try thy fortitude ; and this was the 
moment, when thou didst indeed shine forth — Peter the 
Metidstrong, 

The glare of day had long dispelled the horrors of the 
last stormy night, still all was dull and gloomy. The 
late jovial Apollo hid his face behind lugubrious clouds- 
peeping out now and then for an instant, as if anxious, 
yet fearful, to see what was going on in his favourite city. 
This was the eventful morning when the great Peter was to 
give his reply to the summons of the invaders. Already 
was he closeted with his privy council, sitting in grim 
state brooding over the fate of his favourite trumpeter, 
and anon boiling with indignation as the insolence of his 
recreant burgomasters flashed upon his mind. While in 
thb state of irritation, a courier arrived in all haste from 
Winthrop, the subtle governor of Connecticut, counselling 
him in the most affectionate and disinterested manner to 
surrender the province, and magnifying the dangers and 
calamities to which a refusal would subject him. What 
a moment was this to intrude officious advice upon a 
man who never took advice in his whole life ! The fiery 
old governor strode up and down the chamber, with a 
vehemence that made the bosoms of his counsellors to 
quake with awe, railing at his unlucky fate, that thus made 
him the constant butt of factious subjects and Jesuitical 
advisers. 

Just at this ill-chosen juncture, the officious burgo- 
masterR, who were now completely on the watch, and bad 
heard of the arrival of mysterious dispatches, ^rne march- 
ing in a resolute body into the room, with a legion of sche- 
pens and toad-eaters at their heels, andaU'uptly demanded 
a perusal of the letter. Thus to be broken in upon by what 
be esteemed a << rascal rabble,^* and that too at the very 
moment be was grinding under an irritation from a.bc^&ii<i 
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was too much for the spleen of the choleric Peter 
tore the letter iu a thousand pieces,* threw it iu th 
of the nearest burgomaster, broke bis pipe over th< 
of the next, hurled his spitting-box ut an unlucky set 
wlio was just making a masterly retreat out at the doc 
finally prorogued the whole meeting sine did by ki 
them down stairs with his wooden leg. 

As soon as the burgomasters could recover froi 
confusion into which their sudden exit had throvra 
and had tslken a little time to breathe, they protested a 
the conduct of the governor, which they did not h< 
o pronounce tyrannical, unconstitutional, highly ind 
and somewhat disrespectful. They then called a ] 
meeting, where they read the protest, and addressin 
assembly in a set speech, related at full length, an< 
appropriate colouring and exaggerpition, the despoti 
Vindictive deportment of the governor j declaring th 
their own parts, they did not value a straw the 
kicked, cuffed, and mauled by the timber toe of his 
lency, but they felt for the dignity of the sovereign p 
thus rudely insulted by the outrage committed on th< 
of honour of their representatives. The latter part 
harangue had a violent effect upon the sensibility 
people, as it came home at once to that delicacy of i 
and jealous pride of character vested in all true 
who, though they may bear injuries without a mi 
yet are marvellously jealous of their sovereign di 
and there is no knowing to what act of resentmen 
might have been provoked against the redoubtable 
hadf not the greasy rogues been somewhat more afi 
their sturdy old governor than they were of St. Nm 
he English, or the D— I himself. 

• Smith's History of N. Y. 
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CHAP. VIII 

How Peter Stuyvesamt defended the City of New-Am- 
tierdam for several Days, by dint of the Strength of his 

Head. 

There is something' exceedingly sublime and melan- 
choly in the spectacle which the present crisis of our history 
presents. An illustrious and venerable little city, the 
metropolis of an immense extent of uninhabited country^ 
gmrrisoned by a doughty host of oratora, chairmen, com- 
mitteemen, burgomasters, schepens, and old women^ go- 
▼leraed by a determined and strong-headed warrior, and 
fortified by mud- batteries, palisadoes, and resolutions^ 
blockaded by sea, beleagured by land, and threatened 
with direful desolation from without, while its very yitals 
are torn with internal faction and conunotion ! Never did 
lustoric pen record a page j9f more complicated distress, 
avless it be the strife that distracted the Israelites during 
the siege of Jerusalem, where discoixlant parties were cut- 
ting each other's throats, at the moment when the victorioua 
Iqpons of Titus had toppled down their bulwarks, and 
were carrying fire and sword into the very Sanctum Sanc- 
torum of the temple. 

Governor Stuyvesant having triumphantly, as has been 
recorded, put his grand council to the rout, and thus de- 
livered himself firom a multitude of impertinent advisers, 
despatched a categorical reply to the commanders of the 
invading squadron ; wherein he asserted the right and 
title of their high mightinesses the lords states-general to 
the province of New Netherlands, and trusting in the 
righteousness of his cause, set the whole British nation at 
defiance! My anxiety to extricate my readers and myself 
from those disastrous scenes prevents me from giving the 
whole of this gallant letter, which concluded in tlKse manly 
and affectionate terms : 

« As touching the threats in youV conclusion, we have 
nothing to answer, only that we fear nothing but what 
Crod (who is as jusit as merciful) shall lay upon us — all 
things being in his gracious disposal —and we may as well 
be preserved by Him with small forces as h^ ^^ ^gc^»X 
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army; which makes us to wish you all hapj^ncss and 
prosperity, and recouimeod you tu his protectiou. — My 
lords, your thiice humble and aflTectionate seryant and 
frieudy 

" P. STU YVESAHT."^ 

Thus having resolutely thrown his gauntlet, the brave 
Peter stuck a pair of horse pistols in bis belt — girded an 
immense powder-born on bis side — thrust his sound leg 
ioto a Hessian boot — and clapping his fierce little war- 
hat on the top of his head, paraded up and down in front 
of hb house, determined to defend his bdoyed city to ths 
last. 

While these woful struggles and dissensions were 
prcf ailing in the unhappy city of New-Amsterdam* and 
while its worthy but ill-starred governor was framing the 
above quoted letter, the English commanders did not 
remain idle. They had agents secretly employed to 
ftmient the fears and clamours of the populace; and 
moreoTer circulated iar and wide, through ^he adjacent 
country, a proclamation, repeating the terms they bad 
already hela out in their summons to surrendefy and 
beguiling the simple Netherlanders with the moat crafty 
and conciliating professions. They promised that eveij 
man, who voluntarily submitted to the auttiority of his 
British msjcsty, should retain peaceable possession of his 
house, his vrouw, and his cabbage gard^. That he ^onld 
be suffered to smoke his pipe, speak Putch, wear as mxaf 
breeches as he pleased, and import bricks, tiles, and stone 
jugs from Holland, instead of manufacturiug them on the 
8pot-*-tliat he should on no account be compelled to learn 
the English language, or keep accounts iu any other way 
thau by casting them up on his fingera, and chalking 
them down upon the crown of bis hat ; as b still oliservant 
among the Dutch yeoinaury at the present day. Then 
every man should be allowed quietly to iuherit hb father^ 
bat, coat, shoe buckles, pipe, and every other personal 
appendage ; and that no man should be obliged to con- 
form to any improvements, inventions, or any other 
modern innovations ; but on the contrary should be per- 
mitted to build his house, follow his ti^e, manage his 
fai'm, rear his hogs, and educate his children, precisely 
as bis aucealoc& CLvCLVk^V\^t«V\vm iiiuco time immemorbL— 
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fMn^lly, that he should have all the hcnefits of free trade, 
nini should not be required to acknowledge any other 
sai?)l ill the calendar than Saint Nicholas, who fihould 
1 h.enceforward, as before, be considered the tutelar saint of 
the city. 

Tliesc terms, as may be supposed, appeared very satis- 
IVictory to the people, who had a gi*cat disposition to enjoy 
their property unmolested, and a most shigular aversion 
to engage in a contest whei*e they conld gain little more 
than honour and broken heads — the first of which they 
heM in philosophic indifference, the latter in utter detes- 
tation. By these insidious means, therefore, did the 
English succeed in alienating the confidence and affections 
of the populace from their gallant old governor, whom 
they considered as obstinately bent upon running them 
into hideous misadventures ; and did not hesitate to speak 
their minds freely, and abase him most heartily-»behiitd 
his Imck. 

Like as a mighty grampus, who, though assailed and 
buffeted by roaiiug waves, and brawling surges, still keeps 
on an undeviatiiig course ; and though overwhelmed by 
boigterous billows, still emerges from the ti-oubled deep, 
spouting and blowing with tenfold violence— 40 did the 
inflexible Peter pursue, unwavering, his determined career, 
and rise contei^nptuous above the clamours of the rabble. 

But when the British warriors found by the tenor of 
his reply, that he set their power at defiance, they forth- 
with despatched recruiting officers to Jamaica and Jericho, 
and Nineveh, and Quag, and Patchog, and all those 
towns on Long Island, which had been subdued of yore 
hy the tmhiui-tal Stoffel Brinkerhoff; stirring tip the 
vafisint prbgtiny of i'l'cserved Fish, and Determined 
Cock, and those other illustrious squatters, to assail the 
city of New-Amsterdam by land. In the meamvhile the 
hostile ships made awful preparation to comtneuce an 
assault by water. 

Hie streets of New-Amsterdam now presented a scene 
of wild dismay and consternation. In vain did the -gal- 
lant Stuyv^sant order the citizens to arm and assemble in 
the public square or market-place. The whole party of 
ihort pipes in the coarse of a single night had chaiiged 
into arrant old women— a metamorphosis only to be ^v«.U 
Icied by the prodigies recorded b^ L\v^ a» \»NVtt^V«^- 
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pened to Rome at tlie approAcli of HanniiNil ; whc 
statues sweated in pare affright, goats were converted int 
abeep, and cocks turning into bens ran cackling about tb 



The harassed Peter, thus menaced from without ao 
tormented from within b a it ed by the burgomastm am 
booted at by the rabble chafed and growled and rageo 
like a furious bear tied to a stake and worried by a legioi 
of scoundrel curs. Finding, bowerer, that all ftuthe 
attempts to defend the city were Tain,^ and bearing tha; 
an irruption of borderers and moss-troopers was read] 
to deluge him from the east, he was at length compdkd 
in spite of his proud heart, which swelled in his throsi 
until it bad nearly choked him, to consent to a treaty d 
aorrender. 

Words cannot express the transports of the people, oo 
reeeiring this agreeable intelligence j bad they obtained a 
conquest over their enemies, they could not have indalged 
greater delight. The streets resounded with their con- 
gratulations— they extolled their governor as the fatba 
and deliverer of his country-— they crowded to bis house 
to testify their gratitude, and were ten times more noisy 
in their plaudits, than when he returned, with victory 
, perched upon his beaver, from the glorious capture w 
Fort Christina ; but the indignant Peter shut lus doon 
and windows,, and took re^ge in the innermost recesses of 
. his mansion, that he might not hear the ignoble njoici^gi 
of the rabble. 

In consequence of this consent of the governor, aptfl^ 
was demanded of the besieging forces to treat of the terms 
of surrender. Accordingly a deputation of six ooomuB- 
sioners was appointed on both side% apd tm fbt S76 
August, 1664, a capitulation highly favourable to the pro- 
vince, and honourable to Peter Stuy vesant, was agr^fa to 
by the enemy, who bad conceived ^a high opinion of the 
valour of the men uf the Manhattoes, and the magnaalmitjf 
and unliounded discretion of their governor. 

One thing alone remained, wh^di was, that tbe artidei 
of. surrender should be ratified and signed bv the gover- 
nor. When the commissioners resp^tfiilly smited upon 
him for this purpose, they were received by tbe hardy oU 
warrior with the most grim and bitter courtesy, flji 
warlike accoi\\x«me&\& vi^\^ Vi\d asidis^^an . old lodftff 
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liT^ht-gown was wrapped rouud bis ni^gped limbs, a red 
nifrbUcap oversbadowed bis frowning brow, and an iron 
g^ray beard of tbi-ee days* growtb, gave an additional 
grimness to bis visage. Tbrice did . be seize a little worn* 
out stump of a pen, and essay to sign a loatbsome paper — 
thrice did be clinch bis teeth, and make a most horrible 
countenance, as though a pestiferous dose of rfaubarby 
senna, and ipecacuanha, had been offered to bis lips^ 
at lengtbj dashing it from him, be seized bis brass billed 
sword, and jerking it from the scabbard, swore by St. 
Nicbolas, beM sooner die than yield to any power under 
keaven. 

In vain was every attempt to shake this sturdy resolu- 

tion«-4nenaces, remonstrances, revilings, were odiausted 

to no purpose ; for two whole days was the bouse of the 

■ valiant Peter besieged by the clamorous rabble, and for 

- two whole days did he betake himself to bis arms, and 

' "persist in a magnanimous refusal to ratify the capitulation 

— 4hn8, like another Horatius Cocles, bearing the whole 

• brnnt of war, and defending this modern Rome, with the 
prowess of his single arm ! 

At length the populace, finding that boisterous measures 
did but incense more determined opposition, bethought 
themselves of an bumble expedient, by which, haply, the 
gotemor's lofty ire might be soothed, and his resolution 
undermined. And now a solemn and mournful proces- 
sion, headed by the burgomasters and schepens, and fol- 
lowed by the populace, moves slowly to the governor's 
dwelling,' bearing the capitulation. Here they found the 
stout old hero, drawn up like a giant into bis castle, tlie 
doors strongly barricadoed, and himself in full regimentals, 

• with his cocked hat on his head, firmly post^ with a 
blunderbuss at the garret window. 

There was something in this formidable position that 

• struck even the ignoble vulgar with awe and admiration. 
Hie brawling multitude could not but reflect with self- 
abasement, upon their own pusillanimous conduct, when 
they beheld their hardy but deserted old governor thus 
faithful to his post, like a forlorn hope, and fully prepared 

I' io'defend his ungrateful city to the last. These compunc; 
lions, however, were soon overwhelmed by the recurritag 
tide of public apprehension. The populace arranged 
themtelves before the bouse, taking on tbeSi Vo\%'«v>^ 

D D 
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«oct respectful humility— Bur^omaitcr Roerbi 
vas of tbat popular class of orators, described b 
lust, as being ^ talkative rather than eloquent,* 
forth and addressed the goTcmor in a speech 
hours* length; detailing in the most pathetic 
calamitous sisuation of the province, and orgiai 
a constant repetition of the same arguments iumI 
sign the capitulation. 

The mighty Peter eyed him from his little g 
dow in grim silence— now and then bis eye wou 
over the surrounding rabble, and an indignant ] 
that of an angry mastiff, would mark his iro 
imtthouf^ he was a man of most undaunted mettU 
he had a heart as big as an ox, and a head tl 
have set adamant to scorn— yet after aU he w 
mortal >«*^earied out by these repeated opposil 
this eternal haranguing, nnd perceiving that unka 
. plied, the inhabitants would follow their indin 
ratber 4heir fears, without waiting for his consent, 
ordered them to hand him up the paper. It wa 
ingly hoisted to him on the end of a pole, « 
scrawled his name at the bottom of it, be anvtl 
them all for a set of <:owardly, mutinous, degeo 
4roons^-threw the capitulation at their hee^ 
<k>wn the window, and was heard stumping dc 
with the most vebonent indignation. The rabhj 
nently took to their heels ; even the burgoma 
not slow in evacuating the premises, fearing lest 
Peter nugbt issue from his den, and greet them 
unwelcome testimonial of his displeasure. 

Within three houra after the surrender a 
Britnh beef-fod warciors poured into New*Ai 
taking possession ^of the fort and batteries, 
nughtbe heard from all quarters, the sound of 
mi^ by the old Dutch burghers, who wereimsily 
nailing up their doors and windows, to protect th 
firom these fierce barbariaas, whom :they cuntea 
silent sullenness from the garret windows as the 
through the streets. 

Thus did Col. Richard Nichols, the comman 
Scilish forces, enter into quiet possession of the 
«ealm as lomm tenens for the Duke of York. !I 
iras attended wiWi m oiOMi^ craSon^ub xVan that d 
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ne of the province and its raetropoliSf which thence- 
rere denonrioated Nbw-York, and ao hare co»- 
to be called unto the present day. The intiabitaBtiy 
Um to treaty, were allowed to maintain qaiet poa- 
of their property ; but so ittveterately did tbey 
their abhorrence to the Britieh natioo^ that hi a 
! meeting of the leading citizens, it was nnani* 
' determined never to ask any of their conqseroim to 



CHAP. IX. 

ming the dignified Retiremewt andmoHaiSurrefuhr 
of Peter the HeadHreng, 

8 then I have concluded this great historical enter- 
but, before I lay aside my weary pen, there yet 
s to be performed one pious duty. 1^ among the 
of readers that may peruse this book, there sboald 
it found any of those souls of true nobility^ which 
ith celestial fire at the history of the generous and 
kve, they will doubtless be anxious to know the fate 
gallant Petei* Stuyvesant. To gratify one such 
I heart of gold I would go more lengths than to In- 
the cold-blooded curiosity of a whole firatarnity of 
phers. 

sooner had that hijgb-mettled cavalier signed the 
of capitulation, than, determined not to witness the 
ition of his favourite city, be turned his back on 
Is and made a growling retreat to his Bamwergy or 
r-seat, which was situated about two miles off ; 
ie passed the remainder of his days in patriarchial 
ent. There he enjoyed that tranquillity of mind 
he had never known amid the distracting cares of 
nent ; and tasted the sweets of absolute and uncon. 
authority, which his factious subjects had so often 
with the bitterness of opposition, 
ersuasions could ever induce him to revisit the city • 
le contrary, he would always have his great arm- 
laced with its back to the wincbws which looked 
direction ; until a thick grove of trees planted het - 

D D 2 
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his own hftnd g^cw up aud formed a screen that effectually 
excluded it from the prospect. He raited continually at 
the degenerate innovations and improvements introduced 
by the conquerors — forbade a word of their detested 
language to be spoken in his family, a prohibition I'eadily 
obeyed, ptnce none of the household could speak any 
thing but Dutch — and even ordered a fineavenue to becut 
down in front of his house, because it consisted of English 
cherry trees. 

The same incessant vigilance, that blazed forth when 
he had a vast province under his care, now showed itself 
with equal vigour, though in narrower limits. He 
patrolled with unceasing watchfulness around the boun- 
daries of his little territory ; repelled every encroachment 
with intrepid promptness ; punished every vagrftpt depreda- 
tion upon his orchard or his iarra yard with inflexible seve- 
rity ; and conducted every stray hog or cow in triumph to 
the pound. But to the indigent neighbouf*, the friendless 
strainer, or the weary wanderer, his spacious door was 
ever open, and his capacious fire-place, that emblem of 
his own warm and generous heart, had atwajrs m corner to 
receive and cherish them. There was an exception to this, 
I must confess, in case the ill-starred applicant was an 
Englishman or a Yankee ; to whom though be might ex- 
tend the hand of assistance, he could never be-bronght to 
yield the rites of hospitality. Nay, if peradv^nture some 
struggling merchant of the east, should stop at bis door, 
with his cart load of tin ware or wooden bowla, the fiery 
Peter would issue forth like a giant fh)m his cast4e» and 
make such a furious clattering among his pots and kettles, 
that the vender of *< fiotiona*^ was fain to betake himself to 
instant flight. 

His ancient suit uf regimentals, worn threadbare by the 
brush, were carefully hung up in tho state bedchamber, 
and regularly aired the first fair day of every roootii ; and 
his cocked liat and trusty swor4*were suspended ^n grim 
repose over the parlour mantlepiece, forming supporters 
to a full length portrait of the renowned Admiral Von 
Tromp. In bis domestic empire he maintained strict dis- 
cipline, and a well organized despotic government; bat 
though his own will was the supreme law, yet the good of 
his subjects was his constant object. He watched over, 
oot mLereVy iVick Vmvwfi^vdX^ ^vycoL^'U^ but their -moiiik^ 
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and their ultimate welfare ; for he gave them abundance 
of excelleat admonition, nor could any of them complain 
that, when occasion requii^d, he was by any means nig- 
gardly in bestowing wholesome correction. 

The good old Ihitch festivals, those periodical demon* 
strations of an overflowing heart and a thankful spirit^^ 
which are falling into sad disuse among my fellow-citizens, 
were faithfully observed in the mansion of Governor Stuy* 
vesant. New year was truly a day of open-handed libe- 
rality, of jocund reveli7, and warm-hearted congratulation 
««— when the bosom seemed to swell with genial good- 
fellowship ; and the plenteous table was attended with an 
unceremonious freedom, and honest broad-mouthed mer- 
riment, unknown in these days of degeneracy and refine- 
ment. Paas and Pinxter were sa'upulously observed 
throughout his dominions ; nor was the day of St. Nicholas 
suffered to pass by without making presents, hanging the 
stocking in the chimney, and complying with all its other 
ceremonies. 

Once a year, on the first day of April, he used to array 
himself in full regimentals, being the anniversary of his 
triumphal entry into New- Amsterdam, after the conquest 
of New-Sweden. This was always a kind of Saturnalia 
among the domestics, when they considered themselves at 
liberty in some measure to say and do what they pleased ; 
for on this day their master was always observed to un- 
bend, and become exceeding pleasant and jocose, sending 
the old gray-headed neg^roes on April fools^ errands for 
pigeon's milk ; not one of whom but allowed himself to be 
taken in, and humoured his master^s jokes as became 
a faithful and well disciplined dependant. Thus did he 
reign, happily and peacefully on his own land-— injuring 
no man— envying no man— molested by no outward 
strifes'— perplexed by no internal commotions ;— and the 
mighty monarchs of the earth, who were vainly seeking to 
maintain peace, and promote the welfare of mankind, by 
war and desolation, would have done well to have made 
a voyage to the little island of Manna-hata, and learned a 
lesson in government firom the domestic economy of Peter 
Stuyvesant. 

In process of time, however, the old governor, like all 
other children of mortality, began to exhibit evident 
tokens of decay. Like an aged oak, wh\ch> UiQ>ai^Vx'\\.N»o% 
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bu brmved the fury of the elcmeuts, and still retains its- 
g^if^autic propt>rtions, yet be^i^ins to shake and gproan with 
efcry blast— so the gallant Pelei*, though he still hore the 
port and semblance of what he was in the days of his bar. 
dihood and chivalry, yet did age and inftmiity begin to 
sap the yigour of his frame ; but his heart, that most un- 
conquerable citadel, still triumphed unsubdued. With 
matchless avidity would he listen to every article of intel- 
ligence concerning the battles between the English and 
Dutch.— Still would his pulse beat high whenever he 
heard of the victories of De Ruyter ; and his countenance 
lower, and his eye-bi-ows knit, when fortune turned iq 
finvour of the English. At lengfth, as on a certain day, he 
had just smoked bis fifth pipe, and was napping after din- 
ner, in his arm chair, conquering the whole British nation 
in his dreams, he was suddenly aroused by the fearful ring- 
ing of bells, rattling of drums, and roaring of cannon, that 
put all his blood in a feiment. But when be learned that 
these rejoicings were in honour of a great victory obtained 
by the combined English and French fleets over the brave 
De Ruyter and the younger Von Tromp, it went so much 
to his heart, that he took to his bed, and in less than tbi*ee 
days was brought to death^s door by a violent cholera 
morbus ! But even in this extremity he still displayed the 
unconquerable spirit of Peter the Headstrong ; holding 
out, to the last gasp, with the most, inflexible obstinacy, 
against a whole army of old women, who were bent upon 
driving tiie enemy out of his bowels, after a true Dtitch 
mode of defence, by inundating the seat of war with cat- 
nip and pennyroyal. 

While he thus lay, lingering on the verge of dissolu- 
tion, news was brought him, that the brave Ruyter bad 
suffered but little loss — bad made good his retreat— and 
meant once more to meet the enemy in battle. The clos- 
ing eye of the old warrior kindled at the words — he partly 
raised himself in bed — a flash of martial fire beamed across 
his visage — he clinched his withered hand as if he felt 
within his gripe that sword which waved in triumph before 
the walls of Fort Christina, and, giving a grim smile of 
exultation, sunk back upon his pillow, and expired. 

Thus died Peter Stuyvesaut, a valiant soldier, a loyal 
subject^ an upright governor, and an honest Dutchman— 
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vfbo wanted only a few empires to desolate, to have' been 
immortalized as a hero ! 

His funeral obsequies were celebrated with (he utmost 
grandeur and solemnity. The town was perfectly em )>tied 
of its inhabitants, who crowded iu throngs to pay the. last 
sad honours to their ji^ood old governor. All his sterling, 
qualities rushed in full tide upon (heir recollections, while 
the memory of his foibles and his faults had expired with 
him. The ancient burghers contended who should have 
the privilege of bearing the pall— the populace strove who 
should walk nearest to tlie bier — and the melancholy pro- 
cession was closed by a number of grey-headed negroes, 
who had wintered and summered in the household of their 
departed master foi- the gi'eater part of a century. 

With sad and gloomy countenances, the multitude 
fathered round the grave. They dwelt with mournful hearts 
on the sturdy virtues, the signal services, and the gallant 
exploits of the brave old worthy. They recalled, with 
secret upbraidings, their own factious oppositions to' his 
government— and many an ancient burgher, whose phleg- 
matic features had never been known to relax, nor his eyes 
to moisten, .was now observed to puff a pensive pipe^ and 
(he big drop to steal down his cheek — while he muttered, 
with affectionate accent and melancholy shake of head, 
»-" Well den ! — Hard-koppig Peter ben gone at last." 

His I'emains were deposited in the family vault, und^ 
a chapel, which he had piously erected on his estate, and 
dedicated to St. Nicholas — and which stood on the iden- 
tical spot at present occupied by St. Mark^s Churdi, where 
his tombstone is still to be seen. His estate or Bouwery^ 
as it was called, has ever continued in the possession of 
his descendants ; who, by the uniform integrity of their 
conduct, and their strict adherence to the customs and 
manners that prevailed in the << good old timesy^ have 
proved themselves worthy of their illustrious ancestor. 
Many a time and oft has the farm been haunted at night 
by enterprising money diggers, in quest of pots of jjgold 
said to have been buried by the old governor— -though I 
cannot learn that any of them has ever been enriched 
by their researches-— and who is there, among my native- 
born fellow citizens, that does not remember, when in the 
mischievous days of his boyhood, he conceived it a great 
exploit to rob ^ Stuyvesant^s orchard" on a holiday after- 
noon ? \ 
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At this strong holil of the ftmily may still be seen cer^ 
tain memoriaU of the immortal Peter. His full leagtb 
portrait frowns in martial tanrors from the parlour wall— 
bis cocked hat and sword still hang up in the best bed- 
room. His brimstone-coloured breeches were for a lonf 
while suspended in the hall, until some years since they 
occasioned a dispute between a new married couple. And 
his silrer mounted wooden lee is still treasured up in the 
store room as an inraluable rdiqne. 

CHAP. X. 
The AiUhor^s RefUciions 191011 tohai has been msUL 

AnoirGtlie numerous events, which are each in their turn 
the most direful and melancholy of all possible occur- 
fcncesy in your interesting and authentic historyy there 
k none that occasions such deep and heart-rending griefi 
as the decline and fall of your renowned and mighty em* 
^ires. Where is the reader who can contemplate without 
emotion, the disastrous events by which the great dynai' 
ties of the world have been extinguished ? While wan- 
dering, in imagination, among the gigantic mins of statei 
and empires, and marking the tremendobs convnlsioiis 
that wrought their overthrow, the bosom of the melan- 
choly inquh'er swells with sympathy commensurate to the 
surrounding desolation. Kingdoms, principalitiei, and 
tMwers, have each had their rise, their progress, and (heir 
downfhll~-each in its turn has swayed a potent sceptre- 
each hiEis returned to its primeval nothingness ;.-.a]|d thus 
did It fkre wHh the empire of their high mightinestti} at 
the Manhattoes, under the peaceful reign of Walter the 
Dottbter^the fretful reign of William the Teaty-^lfed lbs 
chiirlslric reign of Peter the Headstrong. 

lis history is fruitful of instruction, and worthy of bchi| 

rlered over attentively y for it is by thus raking amoig 
hdies of departed greatness, that the sparks of tnw 
lMb#1cdgc are found, and the lamp of wisdom illuminated. 
XjfH then the r^ign of Walter the Doubter warn againat 
yielding to that sleek, contented security, that Joverween' 
Iiig fbndness for comfbrt and repose, that are produced by 
ft iBtMe of \^vos^tV1y «-ud peace. 'I'hese tend to unnerve 
A patioiiy to ^e&Vco'^ \V.^ ^ivi^ ^\A^^Qas^<iLVsx % to render H 
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patient of insult, deaf to the calls of honour aud of justice ; 
and cause it to cling to peace, like the sluggard to his 
pillow, at the expense of every valuable duty and conside- 
ration. Such supincncss insures the very evil from which 
it shrinks. One right yielded^ up produces the usurpa- 
tion of a second ; one encroachment passively suffered 
makes way for another ; and the nation that thus, through . 
a doting love of peace, has sacrificed honour and intecerty 
will at length have to fight for existence. 

Let the disastrous reign of William the Testy serve as a . 
salutary warning against that fitful, feverish mode of l<^is. 
latioo, that acts without system ; depends on shifts and 
projects, and trusts to lucky contingencies ^ that hesitates 
and wavers, and at length decides with the rashness of ; 
ignorance and imbecility. That stoops for popularity by . 
courting the prejudices, and flattei'ing the arrogance, 
rather than commanding the respect of the rabble. That 
seeks safety in a multitude of counsellors, and dLstracta . 
itself by a variety of contradictory schemes and opinions. , 
That mistakes procrastination for deliberate wariness- 
harry for decision-— starveling parsimony for wholesome . 
economy— bustle for business — aud vapouring for valour. 
That is violent in council, sanguine in expectation, preci- 
pitate in action, and feeble in execution. That under- 
takes enterprises without forethought, enters upon them 
without preparation, conducts th^m. without energy, an4 
eiids them in confusion and defeat. 

Let the reign of the good Stuyvesant show the effects 
of vigour and. decision, even when destitute of cool judg- 
ment, and surrounded by perplexities. Let it show how , 
frankness, probity, aud high souled courage, will command 
respect and secure honour, even where success is unat- 
tainable. But, at the same time, let it caution against a . 
too ready reliance on the good faith of others, and a tpo . 
honest confidence iu the loving professions of powerful 
neighbours, who are most friendly when they, must mean 
to betray. Let it, teach a judicious attention to the opi^ 
nions and wislies of the many, who, in times of peril, 
must be soothed and led, or apprehension will overpower 
the deference to authority. 

Let the empty wordiness of his factious subjects— their 
intemperate harangues — their violent <* resolutions^'-^hetr 
hectoriugs against an absent enemy, and theu.^Mw^iVvQ\-> 
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mity on his approach — teach us to distrust and despise 
those clamorous patriots, whose courage dwells but in the 
toorne. Let them serve as a lesson to repress that inso. 
lenre of speech, destitute of real force, which too often 
breaks forth in popular bodies, and bespeaks the vanity 
rather than the spirit of a nation. Let them caution us 
against Taunting too much of our own power and prowess, 
and reriling- a noble enemy. TVue gallantry of soul would 
always les^ us to treat a foe With courtesy and proud 
punctilio ; a conti-ary conduct but takes from the merit of 
yictory, ami renders defeat doubly disgraceful. 

But I cease to dwell on the stores of excellent example 
to be drawn from the ancient cfaronicliis of the Manhat- 
toes. He who reads attentively will discover the thmds 
of cold, which run throughout the wdb of history, and are 
innsible to the dull eye of ig^norante. But before I con- 
clude^ let me point out a solemn warning, fhmished in die 
silbtle chain of events by which the capture of Fort Casimir 
has produced the present convulsions of our globe. 

Attend then, gentle reader, to this plain deduction^ 
which if thou art a king, an emperor, or other powerftil 
potentate, I advise thee to treasure up in thy heart, though 
little expectation have I that my work will fiill into such 
htads 3 for well I know the care of crafty ministers, to 
keep all gprave and edifying books of the kind out of the 
way of unhappy monarchs^ lest, peradventure, they dhouM 
read them and learn wisdom. 

By the treacherous surprisal of Fort Oasimir dien did 
the crafty Swedes enjoy a transient triumph ; but drew 
upon their heads the vengeance of Peter Stuy vesant, who 
wivsted all New* Sweden from their hands. By the 
conquest of New-Sweden, P6ter Stnyvesant aroused the 
claims of Lord Baltimore; who appealed to the cabinet 
of Great Britain ; who subdued the whole province of 
New Netherlands. By this great achievement the whole 
extent of North America, from Nova Scotia to the Flori' 
das, was rendered one entire dependency upon the British 
crown; but mark the consequence. The hitherto scat- 
tered colonies being thus consolidated, and having no 
rival colonies to check or keep Ihem in awe, waxed great 
and powerful ; and, finallv, becoming too strong for the 
mother country, Nvcxe cxraJbled to shake oft* its bonds, and 
by a glorious re,vo\uWoTi \M!^^m^ 'o.w \v^\<s.'9nadent empire. 
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BiU the chain of effects stopped not here j the sucoenfiil 
re^okitiiMi in America produced the sanguinary revoluliao 
in France, which produced the puissant Buonaparte^ w^ 
prodnced the Freilch despotism, which has thrown Ihe 
whole world in confusion !— Thus have these great powcya 
been successiTely pnnidifd for their ill-starred conqoesta ; 
and thus, as 1 asserted, haye all the present oonvulsiai% 
revcAutionB, and dis«isters that overwhdm manjiind» on- 
ginated in the capture of 1^6 little Fort Ca^inair^M reoordod 
in this eventful history. 

And now, worthy reader, ere I take a sad farewell-— 
which, alas ! must he for evei^-willingly would I part in 
cordial fellowship, and bespeak thy kind-hearted remem- 
brance. That I have not written a better history of the 
days of the patriarchs is not my ftiult— had any other per- 
son written one as good, I should not have attempted H 
at all — that many will hereafter spring up and surpass me 
in excellence, I have very little doubt, and still less care ; 
well knowing, that when the great Christovallo Colon 
(who is vulgarly called Columbus) had once stood hb 
egg upon its end, every one at table could stand his np 
a thousand times more dexterously. Should any reader 
find matter of offence in this history, I should heartily 
grieve^ though I would on no account question his pene- 
tration, by telling him he is mbtaken— his good nature 
by telling him he b captious — or his pure conscience, by 
telling him he is startled at a shadow. Surely, if he is so 
ingenious in finding offence where none is intended, it were 
a thousand pities be should not he suffered to eigoy the 
benefit of his discovery. 

1 have too high an opinion of the understanding of my 
fellow.citizen8, to think of yielding them any instmctiuii, 
and I covet too much their good will, to forfeit it by 
giving them p^ood advice. I am none of those cjrnics who 
despise the world, because it despises them — on the con- 
trary, though but low in its regard, I look up to it with 
the most perfect good nature^ and my only sorrow is, that 
it does not prove itself more worthy of the unbounded love 
I bear it 

If, however, in this my historic production — the scanty 
fruit of a long and laborious life — i have failed to gratify 
the dainty palate of the age, I can only lament my mis* 
fortune— for it is too late in the waiiQiik iwt ida «i«a\ft 
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hope to repair it. Already has withering^ age showered 
hit atcrite raows upon my brow j in a little while, and this 
genial warmth, which still lingers around my heart, and 
throbs — worthy reader — throbs kindly towards thyself, 
will he chilled for ever. Haply this frail compound of 
dust, which while alive may have given birth to nougrht 
bat unprofitable weeds, may ibrm an humble sod of tbe 
valley, from whence may spriufc maay a swect-wild-flower, 
4o adiom toy beloved island of MaMia-hata ! 
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